CAFE SOLEIL

52 University Avenue
368-8098

LOOK FOR THE SUN!
Charlottetown's 1st Montreal Styled Deli!
FEATURING:

-Montreal Smoked Meat Sandwich
-Fairmount Bagels (Quebec's oldest bagel
bakery)

-A.L. Van Houttc Coffees and Teas

-Deli Meats, Cheeses & Salads
-Homemade Muffins & Breads (Baked daily
on site)

-Homemade Soup Specials

-Home of the U-BUILD Deli Sandw;ch
*OPEN 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM*

Eat-In or Take-Out

Non-Smoking Environment

NEW BOOKS AT DEEP DISCOUNT
PRICES
Best selection on the Island
Save on a wide selection of Used, Rare and New
Books including
Comics, children's books, gardening, cooking,
craft, lome and woodworking books,
biographies, art history,
literature, etc.
102A Kent Street, Charlottetown
Tel. (902) 892-8872
Prince Edward Island’s oldest heritage
bookseller.

CEDAR'S EATERY

Spedalizing in Lebanese Food
Daily Lunch & Evening Speaals

Baba's Lounge

Mon-Tues. Wed-Thurs FnSat

Student Luve
Prices  Entertainment

Above Cedar’s Eatery - 81 University Ave.
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War and Women

War knows no gender

Athena, the goddess of war was a fickle

and jealous woman whom men found
hard to resist; women, however, had no love for
her-or her wars.

As early as 6000 B.C.women owned and
learned to use weapons. This is seen through the
tales that still survive where men and women
fought side by side. Later, in 2000 B.C., came
aband of women made husbandless by war who

I n ancient times, war was a womarn.

was Beatrice d’Este, who dragged her husband
to the camp for the purpose of arousing his own
desire to fight. The women who did fight in the
battles did so for their own reasons. Isabella
Villamarina disguised herself as a man and
went off to war to remain close to her husband.
Others were like Anne of France, who disguised
herself to fight with the men in a war she
strongly believed in.

The twentieth century saw the two big wars,

fought in armed battles to pro-
tect themselves. These women,
the Amazons as they are com-
monly known, fought well
enough to keep their freedom
from the men’s armies that con-
fronted them. During the Per-
sian wars, the Spartan practice
of providing warrior-like train-
ing to women allowed them to

"Women were to
experience the
freedom of self-
support for the
first time..."

and also saw the majority of
women at home. During World
War I, women stayed at home
and in both North America and
Britian the war saw many
women working outside the
home for the first time. The
lack of available male workers
led companies that supplied the
war effort to hire women to

fight alongside their men.

Women took an active role in the Crusades
as fighters as well as the victims. The gypsy
tribes that were killed off during the crusades
trained their women to fight . This was neces-
sary since the camp was often the battle ground
and more than just the adults were at stake.
With their families at stake all available warri-
ors were necessary, regardless of their gender.

The concept of war being against a woman’s
sensitivities did not surface until the 1400s. It
was at this point that women, for the most part,
stopped fighting. Women beganto stay at home
while their men were away, and they attempted
to take over the running of affairs of the house.
Women were put in charge of defence of estate
and the money matters while the man of the
house was away. As an old Italian proverb says:
““The tongue is feminine, the arm is mascu-
line’’. In this era women hated war, yet they
were expected to support any war which was
noble in cause, that is, any conflict in which
honour, life and liberty were at stake. During
this era men neither fought women nor took
them as prisoner, for fear of the dishonour it
could bring upon them. During wars, women of
good standing would volunteer to do such things
as carry baskets of dirt on their heads to build up
protective walls and the like. In November
1502, the ladies of a dukedom offered their

jewels to their duke for the purpose of support--

ing the war to keep Caesar Borgia out of their
area.

Some women of this time period did fight
in the wars they strongly believed in, others
were so supportive of the war they forced their
husbands into the battle. An example of this

man the assembly lines. So it
was that while ‘‘our boys * * were away fighting,
women were assembling cars and planes and
other essentials for the war effort .

Women during this war were to experience
the freedom of self-support for the first time and
many resented the layoffs that occurred when
the soldiersreturned. World War [l wasinsome
sense welcomed by the wonien that had experi-
enced the independence of the First World War.
As men left for the battlefields, women hit the
workplace once again. In 1940-41, the need for
more aid in the battle became so desperate that
Churchill asked for the conscription of all sin-
gle women between the ages of 18 and 30. These
women formed the Auxiliary Territory Service
(ATS) and the Air Transportation Auxiliary
(ATA). These groups put their women through
tough training and gave them terrible condi-
tions in which to live , but the women did not
seem to mind. The ATS women were placed on
searchlight and anti-aircraft sights, they drove
trucks, filled sandbags and dug roads. The ATA
functioned as an escort service for military
planes flying from the factories to the bases.
This was the first time in many years that
women died in service as well as men.

Recently, women were for the first time
allowed to serve, as soldiers, in combat zones .
War is once again in the hands of the world, not
only the male half. Going to war is by no means
a good thing, but perhaps the influence of
women will allow for more talk and less death
. Women and men have always died in war
together; now, they may also fight in war to-
gether, as it was in the beginning.
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