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“The strongest memory is weaker tham
the weakest ink.”
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The Christmas Spirit
It is impossible to ignore the
Impact which materialism has made
on our times; and the escularization
of Christmas has gone far beyond
1§ its legitimate limits. Yet, here and
# there in the news is an item that
! proves that the real spirit of Christ-
/' mas, manifested by deeds of self-
lessness and charity, is still alive in
the world. There is that little item
|- from Chesley, Ontario, for instance,
which tells how the residents of
that town cancelled a Christmas
oeoncert scheduled for tonight in
erder that they might all get busy
and do something tangible for one
of their number whose wife and
three children died when fire de-
stroyed their home. A note from
the mayor of the town says that
1} everybody in the community of
| 1700 wanted to Thelp John Thomp-
son and other members of the fam-
fly who survived the night of grief
and horror. ’
Surely, this is something worth
I recording. It is a specific application
of Christian faith and doctrine. In
i helpin\g an unfortunate fellow-citi-
11 zen, the residents of Chesley have
% § done honour to themselves—yes,
§ and glory to Him who said: “Inas-
it much as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these ye have done it
. unto Me”. This i Christian com-
i Dpassion of the highest sort. It an-
il swers the question: “And who is
my neighbour?”
i Yes, the world i8 beset with
il many evil things these days. The
hard hand of exaggerated secular-
ism lies heavily on human relations
in almost every department of life.
There is cynicism on every side. In
some measure, fear has taken hold
i of us all. Many thoughtful’ minds
wonder whether the human race is
! l destined to fall and perish from the
destructive power of its own inven-
tions. Yet, as long as the entire pop-
‘ ulation of a town can find it in their
l @ hearts to rush to the aid of a fel-
Yow-citizen in distress, the tender
leaves of hope will continue to blos-
som in the garden of man’s life on
1\ the earth: All the alarming news
\hat the wires can send across our
ways is powerless to dim the glory
of one such act of goodness by the
Chesleyites of the world.

e e TR B

|

!
i
H
i |
}‘

|

India’s Reaction

Now that the Russian leaders
have returned home after their
free-spending tour of India, much
speculation is going on in Western
political circles over what they may
or may not have accomplished in
the interests of Soviet strategy. As

in every instance where the Asia-
tic peoples have been brought under
pressure from outside—the SEATO

pact being one such instance—the
chief cause of anxiety is uncertainty
about India’s reaction. Prime Min-
ister Nehru-—who, for all practical

purposes, is the Indian Government
—is, by all accounts, a man who
does not wear his heart on his
Sleeve, as the saying goes: and in
he past he has'been in the habit of
eeping his own counsel when ques-
tioned about matters involving In
dia’s position in the cold war. But.
taking his words and actions ai
face value—admittedly, a dubious
procedure — it almost looks ac
though the two visiting Russians
had at least some success in their
obvious attempt to show up Soviet
Russia as a peace-loving and peace-
pursuing nation. It seems also that
‘they half-convinced Mr. Nehru that
India’s futare is somehow tied up
with Moscow,

Some political analysts who fol-
lowed the Russians’ tour say that
Mr. Nehru's kindly and seemingly
g * sympathetic manner was merely a

§i ruse intended to encourage the
. Western powers  to be a bit more
generous in their economic aid to
Asia, There may be some truth to
t; although, to his credit be it
; ‘has not  been re-
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Ns the New York Times pointed out

in"a recent issue, one thing seems
perfectly clear: there is less assur-
ance than there was before the Rus-
sians’ Indian jaunt of India’s siding
with the West in the event of war.
And it is fairly clear than even the
neutrality which Mr. Nehru has
been preaching in season and out
out of season for years has taken on
an air of uncertainty.

About A Hat

There's important news from
London; and it has nothing to do
with the cold war, the Middle East
crisis, or the hydrogen bomb., It's
all about a hat, the one that has
been used in the House of Commons
for more than a half century. And
what is the hat used for? For a
very important purpose, indeed.
By tradition, which in Britain is as
binding as the strongest law, a
member must don the official head-
gear whenever he asks Mr. Speaker
questions during svoting time.
There’s only one hat; small wonder
if it is in a battered condition after
being passed from head to head
every day for fifty years.

The decision to buy a new one
was not arrived at hastily, however.
That would have been most unseem-
ly in a chamber noted for prolonged
consideration of serious questions,
especially about matters the origins
of which go back te the formative
vears of Britain's ‘greatness. And,
even when the majority had voted
im favour of the purchase, the old
hat had to be passed to Mr. Speaker
for final inspection before taking
up its resting place in the archives
of history. That formality having
been complied with, the next ques-
tion was whether funds should be
allocated for the new hat. This
could not be decided on overnight,
so adjournment was taken. Before
the debate was duie to be resumed,
the Federation of Felt Hat Manu-
facturers informed the House that
it would supply the hat free of
charge, despite the Government’s
recent action in inereasing the sales
tax on hats.

A lot of fuss about nothing?
There would be good reason for
saying so. Yet, perhaps there is bet-
ter reason—though it would be
difficudt to put it into words—for
congratulating the Commons on
taking time out from discussing
weighty matters of the present to
pay homage, in a characteristically
round-about way, to an old in-
stitution that has managed to sur-
vive the modern tendency to dis-
parage anything that is not “prac-
tical.”

EDITORIAL NOTES

It does not take much te set
_Premier Smallwood travelling, es-
pecially if the trip is likely to result
in new business for Newfoundland.
By the end of the year, therefore,
he is almost certain to be on his
way to Tokyo, in response to an in-
vitation from the Japanese Am-
bassador to Canada to visit that
country.

. L L

Evidently, Agriculture Minister
Gardiner does not subscribe to the
popular belief that “figures don
lie.” He is still clinging to his view
that there is no butter surplus in
this country, despite the huge fig-
ures released by business agencies.
Some day, perhaps, Mr. Gardiner
will publish his own definition of
the word “surplus”,

The Westinghouse Electric Cor-
poration of Pittsburgh has offered
to lend $100 to each of its striking
employees ‘“‘to provide Christmas
essentials for their families”; the
loan to be repaid in easy instal-
ments after the men return to
work. Regardless of which side to
the dispute is right or wrong, this
surely is a friendly gesture. It would
bej interesting to know whether
there is any precedent for it in lab-
or-industrial relations.

The Students’ Executive Coun-
cil of McGill University has decid-
ed to give the City of Montreal
$5000 by way of reparations for
damages caused in the recent riots,
although, according to the Council,
only a relatively few students from
McGill were actually involved in the
disgraceful incidept. The money no
doubt, will be accepted; but an even
more valuable gesture of good in-
tention would be a determination to
. avoid all such riotous acts in the

- future,

THE MORE, THE MERRIER

Sir,—Rather critical comment
from the press and iaterested
private citizens has greeted the
recent report of the Canadian
Tariff Board on the potato tariff
investigation. Such comment ap-
pearing at this time could prove
somewhat prejudicial to the main
issue. It would almost appear
from some of the criticisms that
the whole question of tariff re-
adjustment has been settled with
the Board’'s report. Nothing could
be more misleading. The Board
has been a fact finding organiz-
ation and its terms of reference
did not provide for any recom-
mendations. The report has been
placed in the hands of the Fed-
eral Government and the respon-
sibility for action rests with that
body. Based on the report there
is every reason to expect that the
Government will make approp-
riate recommendations to Parlia-
ment during the coming session
that the potato industry of Can-
ada be placed on a more equit-
able basis as far as tariff is con-
cerned.

I have scrutinized the report of
the ‘Tariff Board very closely and
frankly I do not see any grave
cause for alarm or pessimism in
the statement. The material that
was presented by the Canadian
Horticultural Council and other
representative potato interests
was of an all embracing nature,
and the Board was informed at
the time that any further data
required would be submitted on
request. Further details were
later presented and in addition
Board representatives made their
own investigations beyond the
material submitted. The facts
thus presented fully detailed the
various conditions that affected
the Canadi: potato prod
under present day operation.

A scrutiny of the report would
indicate that these facts have
been substantiated to a very
large degree. In a few instances
the Board has not entirely agreed
with the representations, but
this is to be expected from an in-
dependent commission. In a very
wide and exhaustive examination
of the matbers at issue there is a
very general acceptance however
of the materials involved in the
briefs.

While not attempting to an-
alyse in full the Board’'s state-
ment as the report has already
been summarized through the
Guardian, I would like to make
one or two comments on certain
portions of thereof. The sugges
tion in the report that the loss
of the seed potato trade in the
United States would be disastrous
to this Province has brought
forth most of the adverse criti-
cism., Thjs statement almost
leaves the suggestion that any
tariff reform might bring about
this condition. Possibly this was
only an expressed fear and not
at all intended to be prjudicial
The seed trade with the United
States is unquestionably of greai
value to this Province, but it
should be borne in mind that the
great bulk of our seed does not
find an oulet in the United
States, but must find a market
elsewhere in the form of seed
and table stock. The most val-
unablt market for our potatoes is
right in Canada and with a rap-
idlv expanding ponulafion as a
result of industrial development
some orotection should be pro-
vided for this fine domestic
trade.

The fact also stands
United States grower requires
our good mnorthern seed, and
needing this commodity and re-
cognizing vastly changed condi
tions under wiich we are oper-
ating at the present time, it
would seem rather imusual b0
expect that our position eithor in
Canada or the United States
would be worsened by Insieting
on. a reasonable measure of po-
tato tariff reform. Tt is indeed

bhat the

tine In a combletelv statie eon-

netohhorineg - country re  our
se® 1e In dsmond, ot at tha
gama Hime rantinngs with 4 wvide
open door policy to our best mar-

unthinkable that we should con-,

dition paying a tariff to enter a |
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ket for large United States pro-
ducing areas straddling our bor-
der and in a better position to
supply our markets than we are
in the Maritimes, British Colum-
bia and other areas.

Reference is made to the fact
that imports to Canada are made
chiefly during the six weeks per-
fod when new potatoes are com-
‘ing into Canada under a tariff.
At the same time, however, the
‘Board draws attention to the fact
that imports are being spread out
during recent years and larger

dicated and that the impact of

- Yhese late crop imports have had

%he tendency to demoralize and
set the prices on the Canadian
‘narket. Even in years of a sur-
‘plus in Canada these imports
have seriously imterfered with
prevailing prices. This was indi-
cated in the 1953 season.

The Board takes some excep-
tion to the statement that the
past four years provide a normal
trading pattern and feels that this
‘period is more or less trlansiti

Foets

THE TIMELESS NOW

This is a globe we walk upon;..

Our feet move in a spiral course.

Some distant land is greeting dawn

Which has our darkness as its
source.

We mark horizons, and we climb,

Only to witness summits bend.

The world of spirit as of time,

Is one where past and future
blend.

This small eternity, this now
Which sloth and haste alike pro-

be necessary to determine

| Medically

~ Speaking
‘By Herman N. Bundesen, M. D.

CHOOSING AN EYE DOCTOR
Do you have nwhunlmoh-

t?

’l;iow don’t go running to the
medicine cabinet. An ophthalmol-
ogist is a physician, not a virus.
He's a physician who specializes
in treating eye defects m;g %ﬁ
eases. Eventually, many

will have ‘need to comsult an
ophthalmologist, d

THREE GROUPS

It has ocurred to me that many
persons don't know whom to con-
sult when they need glasses or eye
care. I think you be ac-
quainted with the type of work per-
formed by three groups of persons
who can help your eyes.

The ophthalmologist or oculist
is an M. D. He's a physician li-
censed to practice medicine and -
surgery. Trained in treating de-
fects and diseases, he is the one
to consult for cases of crossed-
eyes and similar disorders.

An optometrist is not a physi-
cian. He is licensed to examine
your eyes and to prescribe and pro-
vide lenses. He can also give you
visual training. He probably will
refer you to an oculist if you need
medical attention for an eye dis-
ease. ‘

An optician is the one who sup-
plies your glasses. He is trained to
grind and fit them. He is not
equpped to examine your eyes for
diseases.

Now that you know what type
of an eye man to sée, don't try
the penny-wise shortcut to eye care.

Resist the temptation to save a
few dollars by picking up a cheap
pair of glasses over-ther-counter at
a store.

The correct spectacles for you
can be determined only through a
thorough examination by a com-
petent professional. Such an exa-
mination also is the best way to
i;;m whether your eyes are heal-

Besides, your eyes sametimes act
as sort of a barometer to %warn
of some deep-seated conditions
such as hardening of the arteries.

So, if you're past 40, have your
eyes examined soon, even though
you think you don’t need glasses.
Most persons of this age do, at
least for reading.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

M. V.: My physician gdvised me
to take male hormone shots for the
change of life. Recently, I noticed
my hair falling out. Could taking
the hormone shots be responsible
for this condition? -

Answer: It is possible that the
taking of the male hormone by a
woman might cause some ,loss of
hair. However, loss of hai@ eould
come from many causes,

Examination by your doctor ‘::l.
cause in your particular ecase.

tive world in which leadership goes
only to those with the initiative,
enterprise, industry and courage to
deserve it. wa Journal,

-
Moscow is not deliberately set-
ting anybody free, in Berlin or else-
where, now or ever. It has not
liberated the people of East Germ-
any. It is not liberating the people
of East Berlin. On the contrary it
is trying to enslave the people of
West Berlin and of West Germany.
Berlin, betrayed by Hitler, ruined
in the war Hitler began, divided
since 1945, remains a great city—
the western half of which is now
ironically, regaining a measure of
prosperity. The freedom of its west-
ern sectors was not lost im 1948-
1949, under the Russian blockade.

It will not be lost now.
. —New York Times.

Time was when the only index
of economic conditions needed by
the ordnary meat-and-potatoes guy
was the rrice of pork chops. Tel
him what you were paying for
pork chops and he knew whether
the country was going to the dogs
or was on a big boom. Today, how-
ever, as the price of pork chops
goes skidding up and down, farm-
ers are taking a los of $8 to $10
per pig, even though most retail
markets are selling two or three
times as much pork this month
as they were at the same time
last year. Farm policy can’t seem
to find the right size umbrella to
fwo, years o hogs fetched %
Two years ago hogs
for 100 pounds, but today they are
down to $10.25 per 100. No one
loves a hog at that price—not even
the pork chop rich consumer.
ton Post

K is true that the pattern of
Mving (in Newfoundland) has alter-
ed in many ways. We burn eoal
instead of wood. More and more
people are discovering sueh ameni-
ties as electricity and running wat-
er. More intensive competition is
making some inroads upon our
leisurely ways. But the basic kind-
liness and hospitality and easy go-
ing manners of the Newfoundland-
er have-been too well and too Jong
engrained to allow them to dis-
appear under the influence of the
first windg of economic and social
h We shall continue ‘to be

the olaims made im the briefs,
;i&hpog&mepumotﬁz

ar expri regarding the
loss of Maritime mmrm‘in the
'U. 8. for seed. The stabement as
already pointed out has possibly
been ‘overestimated in some
quarters and the impression has
gome out that the whole matter
already been decided by the

E

al. T would entirely disagree with
‘the Board in this respect other
than to say ‘that the transitional
aspects seem to be ushering in
% definite normgl pattern in po-
tato trade. Some comment is
'also made regarding transporta-
tion, and it is explained that Un-~
ited States importers are mnot
permitted to take advanage of
‘the Maritime Freight Rates Act.
‘The Act can apply however on
‘broken shipments, that is pota-

ever that most of the movement
¥s by truck and im this respect
‘we have contended that under
conditions obtaining fn Maine
where large producerowned
trucks, purchased under cheaper
rates and with lower servicing,
‘catering very often #o two-way
Shipments particularly south are
in a very much more favorable
position to transport tubers than
are our Island or Maritime grow-

ers.

Reference is aleo made to vio-
lent yearly fluctuations im pro-
.duction and the influence in this
‘connection to abrupt price levels.
These fluctuation's - cammot be
completely attributed to price
factors. The fact remains that
since the late U, §. erop has
been diverted to our late season
market our growers dreading
this threat have faced a measure
of uncertainty in productive prac-
tices. It is quite reasomable to
‘expect that a measure of tariff
protection would at least par-
tially eliminate abrupt fluétua-
tions and restore a measure of
Stability in the imdustry,

The Board has quite properly
pointed out that -the United
States growers mear the Cana-
dian border can easily enter our
market and do emter and in-
fluence our price levels,

Reference is made to the low-
ering ci

packaging,
‘manufacture

h a2 material lower-
ing of per capita consumption of
Potatoes below the present lev-

els, In any event it would seem
difficult to prevent

‘Gover t of Canada. Such am

is groundless. The
report provides the Government
a vast amount of valuable
Information which in the main
indicates the wnfortunate position

i

concerned con-

have already been sug-
gested in the hope that some re-
ldress may be granted on pota-

The time has- arrived when the
full impact of all our interests
should be coordinated toward the
iachievement of this objective. It
may well be that the Dominiion
Government may need further
finformation and a clearer ex-
mnﬂm on some of the matters

ented by the Tariff Board.
® so the Horticultural Councl
iand associated bodies and I am
bure potato and fruit and vege-
itable interests across the coun-
try will be ready to provide
every support in this case. The
Federal members of Parliament
late in a strong position in this
Yespect and we hope to see
dhem taking an aggressive part
both within and without Parkas
ment, as well as the provincial
lauthorities, in securing this fm-

wi jn an
Paﬁv.’?:‘n’& that “the fact that
he feels strong even to

THIS CHRISTMAS
A ‘AY IT WITH Vi
FLOWERS - BY - WIRE

To everyone siike, your lovely, living Flowers-By-
Wire bring glad tidings of happiness and love. Sim-
ply leave your Christmas liet with us. We guar-
antee delivery worldwide,
last-minute remembrances, i ;
_Estate of Mrs. John Williams
Member Florists' Telegraph Delivery Association.
18 UPPER PRINGK oT.

reform. k is a vital is-
Lot us all get in
our reasonal -

telegraph-fast—even of

hospitable, we shall not easily lose
our taste for fish and brewis and
pork scrunchings or for flippers or
¢od tongues or pork and cabbage,
we are to retain our idiosyn-
erasies of speech, and we are cer-
tain to adhere to that insular inde-
pendenece which rightly or wonglv
has been owr badge throughout t
oenturies sinee settlement first be-
gon.

—8t. Johm's News

—Windsor Star,

The woodshed often is referred
to as the place to' which bad boys
once were takem te receive oor-
poral punishment. That diq tome.
times happen but most men with
a rural background will remen,.
ber the woodshed for other rea-
sons. The procedure on the farmg
was to cut down the trees during
winter, saw the logs into stove
lengths, and then split these into
large slabs. They would be pil
in the woods and left to drl;'endt
least until the next autumn. Greey
wood makes poor fuel. The sight
of a full woodshed was a satisfy.
ing ome. Good maple .and Dbeech
were the best woods, Keeping a
steady, hot fire, One knew the
family wouldn’t freeze, no matter
how low the temperature might
fall, as long as there was an ample
supply of wood. Many farmers to
this day rely largeiy

on  wood,
though others do_ use alternative
fuels, . alt Reporter
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Licensed Wiring

Contracters
REFRIGERATION
We sell, install and
vice refrigerated
walk-in coolers,
hold refrigerators.

C. G. B. Vacuum Cleaner
and Polisher Rental Serviee,
MOTORS &
APPLIANCES

We sell and repair all
motors, washers and electrical
appliances.

Storey Electric

175 Grafion Street
PHONE 3237

ser-
counters,
also  House

Hn‘cqn-lo‘y‘!"“""'"
for all our friends thet sings evic

\
MERRY CHRISTMAS, eoveryonel

MILLER BROS. LTD.

P. E1's Oldgst Music House — Established 1868




