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At first he was inclined to evade

.rouble by discontinuing his re-
iearches. It was no real business
sf his, he told himself. But after
\ while he came to the reluctant
.onclusion that he could not af-
‘ord to take up such an imperson-
\l attitude. True, he was occupy-

'ng his present position by thef

merest whim of fate, but however
accidentally it might have bgen
forced upon him, the fact remain-
ed that while he occupied it he
would be held responsible for all
lhat went on on the island.

It was this realization which in-
diuced him to make & closer study
of the reports, and to discover
what he could about the actual
state of affairs by personal ob-
servation and inquiry; and the
further his researches went the
more obvious it became that a
zlaring discrepancy existed be-
‘ween the official account of the
sland’s affairs and its actyality.

I pomt -of fact, direct inquiry
proved to be an extremely diffi-
eult matter: for he immediately
taund himself faced with a blank
wal]l of incomprehension — a real
ar assumed — on all sides. He be-
gan with the house-boys, and lat-
er tried questioning odd villagers
»ith whom he came into contact,
sut in neither case could he ob-
an any satisfactory information.
Ihev all spoke a primitive t-che-

de-mer English which was suf-
ficient, for ordinary purposes, but
¥ seemed that they either could

pot or would not understand the
wmplest questions relatmg to
their conditions of life. and every-
nhere he met with a curious, dis-
wrustful reticence which  brought
mm to a dead stop.
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The more he saw, however, the
more evident it became that there
was something very wrong, in-
ieed, with the condition of the na-
tives. Their demeanour alone was
proof of it, for they displayed a
sullen uneasiness in his
rhich was utterly foreign to the
Kanaka nature as he had known
It, and it seemed to him that their
attitude of mingled fear and fur-
tive resentment had its roots in
wome fundamental misuse of au-
thority.

It was obviously impossible to
approach Strang upon the subject
il he had more definite informa-
don at his disposal, for he had a
irong suspicion that the trader
was at the bottom of it; and this

suspicion deepened into certain-
ty in the course of the next few
days, when he began to talk to

MacFani upon the subject.

This girl had been something of
» mystery to him from the begin-
ning. When he had first seen her
on the night of their arrival at
the island, he had imagined her
to he one of the trader's domes-
Yea -~ though even then he had
been struck by her assured —1an-
per, which was in  marked con-
trast to the somewhat cowed bear-
Ing of the house-boys. In the fol-
lowing days, however, he had dis-
covered that she occupied a spec-
fal position in the  household
which he found it impossible to
define.

She spoke very fair FEnglish,
which argued long association
xith the trader or the late Resi-
fent. and in the course of scveral
rarly  conversations  with her,
Thurlow found that her outlook
was the oddest mixture of child-
'shness and sophistication. As with

Strang, she appeared to regard
im as an equal and addressed
wm  simply by his surname —

Which by some peculiarity of na-
tive  pronunctation she rendered
“T'urlo.”

. e

8he was a curious, reserved girl,
teldlom speaking unless directly
addressed, but she had apparently
taken a liking to him in her queer
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