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: The Gontn;-y Teletote wll be in action at the Charlottetown
foack here this year and race fans can see how it displays up-to-
the-minute mformation. Jimmy Ferguson used it at Sydney in
1~IA complete board would cost $12000, Mr, Godfrey told me, but
a-basic board shows the most needed statistics such as odds, race
Godfrey Designed The Equipment ¥
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THE OPERATOR of the “Console” has an attractive conirol
panel in frort of him where he can wipe out the entire information |
on the board by pressing a button, put on new information, in-
cluding odds which are most important prior to the race, and
flash the complete list of new information on the board across the
track with finger tip control by pressing another button

I'm trying to avoid technical explanations because they would
only confuse you — they confuse me too — but I can’t over em-
phasize the tremendous amount of technical detail that goes into
one of these boards with the intricate wiring on the board itself,
and also the wiring that links the operator’s Conmsole with the
board across the track on which the information is displayed.

A battery of 28 lig hl bulbs, fuur rows of seven each, is
needed, for example, for every number on the indicators which
give the numbers of the horses in the race, and each box will
flash 10 numbers. And the wiring is arranged so that any com-
bination of those bulbs can be flashed on to give the desired
number, and give it rapidly, by selecting a single switch or button.

RUPERT EVEN built an adding machine back in 1952, when
regulations demanded more information be posted than they do
now. But the equipment was never used, although he still has the
computer in his \hr\hﬁﬂd home

It would have been ton costly, he told me, for it would cost
£36.000 to equip a track w wH the computing equipment it would
have needed at that time

MARITIME RIGHTS for the Photofinish equipment used on a
dozen Maritime tracks last year were purchased almost 16 years
ago. “T could have purchased the Canadian rights just as easily,
for the holder W E. Crowley, didn’t think they would amount to
much up North,” Mr. Godfrey told me.

“It was in November 1946 that Marguerite (Mrs. Godfrey,
who was the former Marguerite Terrell) and I umt down to
Boston and New York to see about the Photofinish,” recalls the
man who has “made a number of improvements,” which he
owns, He's even improved the cameras

The original camera was invented by Paramount in Holly-

Wood. A high speed movie camera was used the first year, but
that has been changed and a horse is only photographed once now.

Montague Had A Canadian First

THE PHOTOFINISH business has grown rapidly since
George MacIntyre used it the first time in Canada, at a race in
Montague July 9, 1947. He had 19 races the first year, Last year
the: equipment was used for 408 racing days with some of the
meets running as high as 10 races

Moncton, Saint John, Fredericton

Woodstock, Chatham are

N.B. tracks using it There are Sydney, Inverness, Sackville’
Downs, Truro and Halifax Commons in Nova Scotia, and Sum-
merside and Charlottetown in this province

Upwards of 30 people work for Mr. Godfrey through the
summer season, many of them from the centres where the races

are held. Four worked vhr«m th the winter building new equip-
ment. They included Aden C1 Dunstaffnage, his top techniciam &
who can build any of the equipment: Kenneth Thompson, Chal'-l
lottetown; Gene Clark, a Truro boy who now lives in Charlotte-
town: and John Campbell, Sydney

THE HALIFAX Commons track operated throuhg the winter—
K started in early October—and Mr. Godfrey will be taking out
Ris equipment tomorrow. He installed Photofinish equipment at
Truro yesterday and he's pulting equipment in at Sackville Downs
todav

They have very little trouble in winter as the camera house
fs completely insulated, and in heavy frost they cover the camera ||
Jens with Thermopane, a two-ply glass with dead air space inside.
Air flows on to the lens from a fan, and anti-fog cloths are also
used.

W

They Wouldn’t Believe Him

THE MARSHFIELD man has been interested in electronics
¢ince his youth. He ‘fooled around with electric gadgets *““‘when he
was a school boy and he sold radios for Keith Rogers, the man
who was responsible for CFCY, when he was only 12.

“Selling radios was tough sledding”, Mr. Godfrey told me.
“Many people just wouldn't helieve at first that they could
ﬁ music and other sounds from the air. “If you heard that, it's
only your imagination™, they'd tell him as he tried to interest
them in a purchase.

. My mind went back, as T talked with him, to a night early

snd became highly skilled in it, but it must have been &
for reception, because all we heard was the odd
sounds of interference. Tt's difficult to realize
hlu could have happened.
Godfrey also recalls experience with a
m with a firm of stock brokers who went
market crash of 1930, before he started to

develop his
There is 680,000 candle power in the battery of lights you

y above the finish line, I was told. They are
intensity bulbs and would burn out quickly if left turmed on

‘ Unusual Events Recalled

RECALLING SOME unusual wenu over the years, Mr.
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