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“The strongest memory is weaker than

the weakest ink.” .

Civil Defence Grants

Civil defence in Canada has made little
progress because the main burden has fal-
len upon the municipalities which in most
cases do not consider it their responsibility.
A new system of grants to municipalities
has been devised by Ottawa. however, which
should help the situation somewhat.

Until now, Federal grants have been
paid to match Provincial spending on civil
defence projects and there were no direct
Federal grants to municipalities. This
Province and Quebec did not budget for
sivil defence and so Prince Edward Island
did not qualify for the $7,874 offered by
the Federal Government. Under the new
svstem Ottawa will continue to match Pro-
vincial spending and also contribute 25 per
cent directly towards the cost of municipal
programmes.

Thus if the Province paid 25 per cent
and the municipality paid 25 per cent, the
Federal contribution would be 50 per cent.
Payments to this Province could amount
to $10,827 under the new proposal.

The change is undoubtedly a move in
the right direction. Our municipalities are
by far the branch of government most re-
stricted by inflexible sources of revenue.
The only real excuse for charging them
with costs of civil defence at all is that
they can probably get morve for their dol-
lar than either the Provinces or the Fed-
eral Government.

It is a further objection to municipai
responsibility that in case of large scale
raids the civil defence organization would

have to operate at long range. The organ-
lzation set up in the target area would
probably have disintegrated along with

large sections of the municipality.

A note of warning regarding the ef-
fectiveness of gamma globulin in prevent-
ing polio is sounded by Dr. Nelles Silver-
thorne, chairman of the Child & Maternal
Health Section of the Health League of
Canada. “It is only fair in non-epidemic
areas,” Dr. Silverthorne says, “for all peo-
ple to co-operate with our present plan of
using gamma globulin (already in short
supply) to protect possible close contacts
in a very heavily infected area where an

epidemic Is causing severe crippling and
death.”
Actually the Immunizing potentialities

of gamma globulin have not yet been prov-
en beyond question.
Silverthorne said, ‘“that gamma globulin
protects at most for a short period; name-
ly, one month. 1 should not believe it wise
to keep giving children injections of gamma
;zlobu]in every month when many of them
will not become infected In any case. It
would seem rather useless to give gamma
globulin when a child leaves on his sum-
mer vacation to find that he developed
paralytic poliomyelitis a month or two af-
ter the probable protective effects of the
gamma globulin have worn off. In other
words, inciscriminate use of gamma glob-
ulin in non-epidemic areas is not only self-
Ish in view of the shortage but may also
prove quite futile.”

Gamma globulin is not to be confused
with the anti-polio vaccine which is beinc
tested this summer in the United States.
and which, it is hoped, may provide long-

~ term immunity.

Problems And Achievements

In addressing the graduating class of the
University of Southern Califorhia, Brig-
adier General David Sarnoff, Chairman of
Radio Corporation of America, took occas-
lon to deplore the alleged lack of spiritual-
Ity in present day society. In this he was
on common ground with many thoughtful
pbservers of contemporary life and man-
ners. His reference to current problems as
“the price of our monumental achieve-
ments” is less easy to appreciate.

While it is_clearly evident that there is
some connection between the problems of
20th century society and its achievements
In many fields, it is difficult to see how
these achievements, or any of them, could

* pe held responsible for everything that has

Neither of the two great wars
‘plagued the first half of the

the result of scientific ad-
. any field. Doubtless, both wars
devastating than they would
had science not gone beyond its
but war itself has never

gone wrong.

“It is assumed,” Dr.|

been and is not now a scientifically-based
problem. It is rather a moral problem
which is made neither more nor less diffi-
cult by anything that science can do.
Greed, avarice, envy, lust for power,
tyranny, and the desire of one natién or
one race to subdue another to its will; these
are_the causes of war, and they are ele-
mental human perversities.

If the clocks of science could be put
back today, the action would have no bene-
ficial effect on the fundamental problems
of tomorrow; indeed, in so far as poverty,
squalor, illiteracy, ignorance—all aids of
world unrest—are concerned, the action
would aggravate the problems considerably.
Properly used and intelligently allied with
moral and spiritual forces, the “monu-
mental achievements”, to which General
Sarnoff referred, should and would be cap-
able of helping mankind towards the right-
ful goal of peace and contentment. It can
surely be said that the supreme tragedy of
our times is not that science has gone too
far in technological research and discovery,
but that the moral conscience of the world
has lagged too far behind. If and when the
time comes that both will journey abreast
—and not till then—there will be hope for
the banishment of war and of all the other
evils which now trouble the hearts and
minds of men. This may be a meére dream,

impossible of fulfilment; even so, it is a
dream worth dreaming.
A Goat In Court
In Barcelona, Spain, a man stole a
neighbour's goat; a reprehensible act,

though not an uncommon one; goats have
been objects of theft for centuries. The
owner took the culprit to court; a right
and proper act and, again, not an uncom-
mon one; no man with any sense of pride
would let a neighbour get away with that
kind of thing. The uncommon thing about
the whole affair, and the thing that brought
all parties to the litigation into the news
columns, is that the stolen goaf was sum-
moned to court and there ordered to de-
termine its ownership. The magistrate—
wise in the Solomonic tradition—took the
unprecedented step after the plaintiff had
scorned the suggestion that he should em-
ploy counsel to strengthen his case and
cross-examine the accused. “I need no
lawyer,” said he, “my goat can plead this
case as well as any lawyer T know!"”

The trial, after the usual preliminaries
had been honoured, ook only a few min-
utes. The goat, on being called to the
stand, immediately went up to the plaintiff
and licked his hand, but nothing could in-
duce it to go to the side of the accused.
This was prima-facie evidence of the most
convincing character and it was so regard-
ed by the presiding justice, who took the
occasion to compliment the witness on be-
ing able to tell the whole truth in such a
charming gesture without prodding from
judge or counsel. If this particular testi-
mony has established a legal precedent it
should serve as a warning to prospective
goat thieves in every land.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Festival of St. John the Baptist.
» L] .

Our firmers do not seem inclined to
limit potato acreage despite having the ad-
vantage of knowing what has been done
each season in more southerly areas. The
consequence seems to be that their best
hope is based on widespread poor growing

conditions.

L] . .

Politicians of all parties at Ottawa pay
lip service to the principle of decentraliza-
tion of industry both for national defence
and the proper development of all our na-
tional resources. When it comes to appli-
cation, however, it would seem that the
Biblical rule is followed of ‘“‘to him that

hath shall be given.” B
. o

'Sir Winston Churchill and Anthony
Eden arrive in Washington Friday morn-
ing after a refueling stop at Gander, Nfld.
The British Prime Minister will thus be
paying three visits to Canada while on
this side of the Atlantie, an official visit to
Ottawa and presumably a second refueling

stop on his way home.
.

The Battle of Bannockburn was fought
this date 1314 about three miles southeast
of Sterling. Robert Bruce with 30,000 Scots
inflicted a crushing defeat on 100,000 Eng-
lish under Edward II. Edward is reported
to have lost 30,000 men. The tactics of the
Bruce were to ungermine the front of his
position with pits covered with turf and
rushes into which the English . cavalry
plunged in hopeless confusion.

Maritime Postmasters’ Association Is
meeting at Fredericton Thursday and Fri-
day. The organization, representing some
1,800 postmasters and their assistants, also
represents those government employees
who more than any others are in constant
contact with the publie. G

PUBLIC FORUM

This column l‘s open to the
di | by curr »
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
ily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

SEARCH FOR WATER

den!

Sir,—Rain had failed. The gods
were angry, and the missionary
was blamed. He was John G.
Paton of Tanna in the New
Hebrides and he decided to dig
a well. Such a thing had never
been done on the island. It was
impiety. “The gods will be very
angry and destroy us all.” But
John was determined to dig a
wvell. No one would dare help
him, but as he toiled nothng
happened, and at last the natives
ventured near enough to look into
the hole. Then John offered them
a fish-hook for so many buckets
of clay lifted out. Fish hooks
were a great temptation. Before
many days a boiling spring burst
up. The water was not salt but
good. The rain-god myth was ex-
ploded and the reputation of the
missionary was established.
Well-digging is most interesting.
I have four wells to my credit.
One of them was fifty-five feet
deep. But the glamour of the old,
open well is gone. When water
began to rush a shout joy
went up. The find was more
vrecious than gold. No more la-
bour hauling water from a far
spring. The family rejoiced.

In the days before the news-

of

Ingenious

Fred Kaufman in

Of all the constitutional prob-
lems which have arisen since Con-
tederation, the question of delega-
tion of powers by one legislalive
body to another has been one of the
thorniest. Time and again, a;
variety of schemes founaered on|
the familiar reef that the distri-
bution of powers under the British
North America Act, 1867, cannot be
altered without amending the Act
itself, and that delegation by any
other means—however practical or'
ingenious — would constitute a’
breach of the “watertight -com-
partments” of Sections 91 and 92
of the B.N.A. Act.

Last February, the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council ruled
that legislation concerning the use
of highways for inter-provincial bus'
service fell within the powers of Lhe'
Pederal Government. As a result,
provincial transport boards, which
have undoubted power to 1'pgulule‘
bus services within their respective;
provinces, found themselves unable
to control companies which crossed
provincial or national boundaries.

This led to a number of head-
aches; with two legislative bodies
making rules in fields so closely al-!
lied, certain inequitable results —
not to speak of administrative dif-
ficulties—were bound to arise. To
give a concrete example, under Lhe‘
Privy Council ruling a province may |
regulate the affairs of a company|
which provides bus service be!,ween‘

|

paper the well was the place for
news. Many a good story was
lold there and many a secret was
let out. It was a place
lovers met. Jacob got his

made happy.

That glorious entity
ter! That mysterious
that has never been
That God-given drink
satisfies! Why not thank
Giver of this priceless gift
making the best use of it.

I am, Sir, etc
I. GREEN
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STANDARD TIMR
;,:gzslath'- Assembly, April 8,

=

On motion of Hon. Mr. Sullivan
the 6th Order of the Day, for
second reading of the Bill intitu-
led “An Act respecting Standard
Time,” having been read, the said

Bill  was accordingly read the
second time.
Hon. Mr. Bullivan moved that

the Bill be now committed to a
committee of the whole House, and
said that this is a. Bill relating to
Time used in a public way in this
Province. He supposed every hon.
member of the House was aware
of the fact that during last
Autumn, the Railway and some
other departments of the Domin-
ion Government thought it ex-
pedient to adopt a new arrange-
ment made by the railway man-
agers for the control and govern-
ance of the railways in the Uni-
ted States and Canada; and it
was found necessary o apply the
same standard of time to the other
public departments of the Domin-
fon, In the City of Ottawa all
the public departments are now
regulated by Standard Time. In
this Province also, the Dominion
offices are all controlled and re-
gulated by the same standard time.

It is not desirable, Mr. Sullivan
said, that we should have two
standards of time in this Province,
for by this people are apt to get
confused; and it has been thought
advisable to pass a Bill, not for
the purpose of changing the time,
but to allow the Government to
do so0, if they find it will be sat-
isfactory to the public and desir-
able in the interests of the coun-
try. It is proposed to empower
them to pass an Order-in-Council
and to issue a proclamation giving
due notice that after a certain time
the public offices and public
schools will be regulated by Stand-
ard Time, and also o declare what
hours, under the new system. shall
stand in place of the hours now

fixed by law. The difference be-

whguf'e province, then,
wife e, ay, while on their regular
there and there many a man \\’aslhu‘s‘ o hile on o hr

|and intra-provincial services.

Iment was based, or of running the

two points in the province. But,
if the second company provides ser-
(vice between two points outside the |
even though its,

'voute, duplicate the service pro-

{vided by the local company, the

province cannot interfere. |
PR

defined' | !

As might have been expected, the
provinces don't like this situation
and, not least amongst the reasons,
|is the fact that, by implication, the
| judgment also affects the lucrative
i trucking business.

It now appears. however, that the
Federal Government was not too,
happy either and that it would pre-l
fer to let provincial gow)emment.s;
handle the regulation of both inter

The question therefore arose how
such a transfer of powers could!
be made without either amending'
the B.N.A. Act, on which the judg-

risk to have legislation on the sub-
ject, declared unconstitutional by
the courts.

Bill 474, which has been approv-
ed by the House of Commons, ap-
pears to have solved these prob-
lems: the regulatory power, now
possessed by the Federal Govern-
ment, i8 delegated to the respective
provincial transport boards. It is
a method of delegation which was
sanctioned by the Supreme Court

reason to believe that the court
would not adopt the same attitude
should the present Bill be tested
In the earlier case—its unwieldy
name is P.EIL Potato Marketing
Board v. Willis and A.-G. of Can.—
the facts were somewhat familiar,
Potatoes grown in Prince Edward
Island are consumed both in the
Province and abroad. Under the
B.N.A. Act, the Province may regu-
late the marketing of those pota-
toes which are destined for the
local market, but only Ottawa can
make rules with respect to the ex-
port trade.

But, when a farmer harvests his
crop, who is to say whether it's des-
tined for P.E.I or say, Ontario.

. . .

The two governments therefore
tried to get together and work out
a scheme which would be both
practical and constitutional. The

| extra-provincial

of Canada in 1952, and there is no!

Short Cut

the Montreal Star

same reasoning, could P.EI aban-
don her rights in favor of Ottawa
—a proposition ruled ultra vires by
the Supreme Court in what has
come to be known as the “Nova
Scotia Case.”

An earlier attempt had also run
afoul of the courts: In Rex v. Zas-
lavsky, decided in 1935, it was held
that a province could not pass “en-
abling legislation” which would
automatically make that part of a
federal statute which may be ultra
vires the Federal Government, part
of the laws of the province. That,
too, the judges said, was delega-
tion. Besides it was not “neat.”

Constitutional lawyers therefore
watched with interest the P.E.I
case, where the Dominion author-
ized a provincial board, which had
powers to regulate intra-provincial
trade, to make regulations for the
export trade as well. In other
words, instead of appointing ite
own board, Ottawa simply named
the same five men to do her work

as well,

LI

As Mr. Justice Rand pointed out:

. both Legislatures have re-
cognized the value of a single body
to carry out one joint, though
limited, administration of trade.”
In a way, he suggested, they were
“twin phantoms” since the same
five men at one moment transacted
federal business and, at another,
provincial affairs. But, he emphasiz-
ed “twin phantoms of this nature
must, for practical purposes, give
way to realistic necessities.”

It therefore appears that—driven
by ‘“realistic necessities”—a means
has been found by which the
thorny problem can be solved.

In the PE.I case, federal power
was given to

“...any board or agency author-
ized under the law of any province
to exercise powers of regulation in
relation to the marketing of any
agricultural product locally.”?

Under Bill 474, the power would
be transferred to ‘“the provincial
transport board in each province,”
which, if the Bill becomes law,

“May in its discretion issue a

license to a person to operate an
undertaking into
or through the province upon the
like terms and conditions and in
the like manner as if the, extra-
provincial undertaking operated in
the province were a local under-
taking.”
The analogy seems clear. There is
ns reason to believe that the
courts would disapprove of this
type of delegation—the delegation
of a power which can be taken
away as easily as it was trans-
ferred.
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path was strewn with difficulties,

The Federal Government could
not, for instance, delegate its pow-
ers to the Provinee, for that would
violate the rule that Canada can’t

tribution of powers. Nor, by the

tween the new time and the old
is about forty-seven minutes. The
Bill will leave the matter altogeth-
er in the hands of the Govern-

alter by herself the schemg of dis-|
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News reports from Paris in re-
cent months have been, generally,
of a gloomy character, concerned
shiefly with the rise and fall of
jovernments, the pressure of Com-
munism, and diplomatic uneasi-
ness in almost every aspect of the
aation’s life. Indo-China is in the
process of being written off the
pages of French history, and North
Africa promises to be the next to

30.
In view of all this a little item
about the activities of French fash-
ion designers carries with it con-
siderable significance. It says that
the designers are turning to an
“escapist” theme in dresses and
coats, with the “1912 feeling” be-
ing given a preferred position.
. . L]

While the architects of fashion
are not noted for political acu-
men, like everybody else they can-
not avoid involvement in their
country's political aims and trou-
oles, especially the latter. Nations,
like individuals, are subject to
psychological twist and turns, and
it would not be surprising if the
designers, in looking for a way
of escape from the disappointments
and frustrations of the present
are merely putting into their plans
and charts the inner regrets of
a confused people.

1 do not think the year 19812 is
an arbitrary selection on the part
of the fashion makers. It marks
the time when France was at the
height of her national glory ana
prestige, at least with respect to
modern history. In military pow-
er, political stability, and settled
cconomic and social ways, condi-
tions were better than they have
been at any time since, There was
no serious unrest in colonial affairs
and, at home, no one expected a
major war to develop, or anything
else to disturb the status quo. Com-
munism, now.such a wrecking force
in Prance politics, was then a
text-book theory, nothing more.

o *

It is no wonder that, in reflect-
ing on more than 40 years of
national calamity of one kind and
another, the French are wishing
it were possible to recapture the
easy-going way of life of 1812, To
the older citizens by experience,
and to the younger ones by hear-
say, that period. represents the
“normalcy” which neither they
nor any other people will ever see
again. The fashion designers,
many of whom mix philosophy witr
craftmanship, know this as well
as anyone. So, they are doing what
appears to them to be the next
best thing; they are incorporating
the national regret u;d the na-
tional hope for escape into

and hats. dees
This won’t help much, so far as
France's political and social pro-
blems are concerned; but it may
at least clarify and bring out in
the open a deep psychological need
That, in the long run, may be of
some value. Again, it may not be.
It all depends on how the new
fashions take and how long they

last.

It is interesting to look back to
1912 and consider what things
were like. Politically, there was a
great volume of complacency a-
broad in both Europe and Ameri-
ca, Traditional institutions were
strong and, so it was believed, for-
midable. Germany already was
threatening the peace, but very
few in official places believed that
war was possible, much less im-

| The Age Old Story

In this was manifested the love
of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live
through him. Herein is love, not
that Wb loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be

: 7 :
The Passing Scene
By Observer
1912

minent. If something unpleasan
did develop, it would be l:n ove:
in a few weeks.

There was some unemployment:
but in those days unemployment
did not have the same social im-
plication it has in these days.

It was one of those things which
nobody could help; usually it ran
its oourse without causing too
much disturbing of the social and
economic equilibrium, Trade un.
ions were at work, especially in
England, but they were more philo-
sophical than militant in they
manners and pressures; the pos-
sibility of the welfare State had
occurred to no one.

Governments on the whole, were
stable. In philosophy, as well as
in the broad field of  political
science, conservatism and liber.
alism were on about equal terms;
neither was under much strain.
The world looked very good to
most people, and it would get
better and better all the time. The
doctrine of the inevitability - of
moral progress was very strong and
influential.

L

There was no Fascism or Com-
munism, to speak of; right and
left wings, in the modern politi-
cal sense, were virtually unknown,
although of course Marxism was
being discussed here and there,
mostly by semi-intellectuals. It was
more of a pastime, however, than
a serious social movement In Eng-
land the most exciting political di-
version was that of the Suffra.
gettes, led by Mx;s. Pankhurst,

L L

The Industrial Age had arrived;
with very little force, however and
it hadn't changed the general soc-
1al situation very drastically. The
automobile was still an industrial
luxury; radio was in its infancy;
and, of course, the splitting of
the atom had not been though*
of even by the “thriller” writers
who, usually, are a step ahead of
the scientists in their travel a-
long the Wonder Road.

Yes, life in 1912 was less com-
plex than it is now; whether there
was more real contentment—as
distinct from complacency—abroad
is another question. Probably not;
for each age has its own fears
and looks batk to a former day
for some escape from its own pro-
blems, If Aristotle was right in
his definition of happiness as
“yirtuous activity without frustra-
tions”, all any age in man's his-
tory can do is to keep on hoping
that another and wiser one will
one day find it.

Che £ |
Pocl Corrichl

BEYOND TIME -

1 could not sleep for thinking of
the sky,

The unending sky, with all itsa mil-
lion suns

Which turn their planets everlast-
ingly

In nothing, where the fire-haired
comet runs.

If I could sail that nothing, I should
cross

Silence and emptiness with dark
stars passing,

Then, in the darkness, see a point
of gloss

Burn to a glow, and glare, and
keep amassing,

And rage into a sun with wander-
ing planets

And drop behind, and then, a8 I
proceed,

See his last light upon his last
moon's granites

Die to a dark that would be night
indeed.

Night where my soul might sail &
million years

In nothing, not even Death, not
even tears.

the propitiation for our sins,

—John Masefield
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