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This is the first issue of Widen-
ing Educational Horizons for the
year 1954 The General-Secretary
takes this opportunity to convey
to all who read this page— the
teachers of Prince Edward Island,
the parents of the children whom
we teach, and all others who are
interested in the education of our
youth, — the wish that the year
may be one of heaith, happivess
and prosperity for all and that
seace on earih may be a reality.

- . .

Our feature this week is a criti-
cism of Dr. Hilda Neatby's book
«§o Little for the Mind” by Mr.
pramwell Chandler, M.A, BLS.
Mr. Chandler is superintendent of
libraries and director of adult ed-
ucation in Prince Edward Island
and is one well qualified to deal
with the criticism of our educa-
lion in Canada as set forth by Dr.
Neatby in  “So Little for the
Mind”.

.
So Little For The Mind
vy Miss Hilda Neatby (B.A,

.; Ph.D. Minn.; LLD. Tor-
Professor of History at
Saskatch-

University of
evwan). Published by Clarke,
Irwin, Toronto, pp. 335 $3.00.

Reviewed by H. B. Chandler.
profeccor Hilda Neatby, known
o the general public in Eastern
-anada as “the only woman mem-

of the Massey Commission”,
yesents to us in a book with the
itle noted above a very strong
waticiem ef Canadian education in
elementary and high schools.
tion is of course a matter
yf concern to every citizen; some
shiree million young Canadians are
nvelved in the process, and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars are
spent yearly in maintaining our
schools. Because of the wide pub-
licity given her book and the seri-
ousness of her charges it is neces-
sary to outline Miss Neatby's ideas
in some detail,

Education in Canada, she says
is largely in the control of “pro-
eressivists”, slavish  followers of
the teaching theories of the Am-
arican  philosopher,  psychologist
and educator John Dewey (1859~
1952). Briefly, Dewey's aim was to
combine instruction with insight,
to provide it with meaning. His
theories on teaching emphasized
“learning by doing”, the creation
of “life situations” in the school.
The theme of her book is that
progressive teaching fails to edu-

cate. She places herself on the
side of the “traditionalists”.
In an introductory chapter she

lists what are gencrally admitted
to be the virtues of progressive
teaching: the progressive schooi
gives children sympathy, under-
standing and encouragement;
learning is free and unforced; the
school is child centred; the school
and its surroundings are pleasant
and healthful; school activities are
rclated to life outside the school;
and finally, the child is led by
natural means to self-discipline.
She comments, “the educational
system which undertakes to care
adequately for all, the dull, the
lazy and the misfits as well as the
bright and the industrious is in-
deed a new and notable achieve-
ment”.

The reader might at this boint
wonder what all the fuss is about.
However, the statement is theh
made that children are not en-
thusiastic about the new teaching;
they do not care to learn, they
lack an object in life, they come
to consider happiness a goal, no!
a by-product. Furthermore, uni-
versity teachers claim that stu-
dents cannot read, write or think.
Not, she says, that they are in-
capable of so doing, but they
emerge from high school ignorant,
lazy, and unaware of the exacting
demands of the soclety from which
they have been sheltered. “The
hard world of today demands a
hard and selective discipline that
will fit every individual to make
his utmost contribution to soci-
ety”,

Miss Neatby then sets forth the
tasks of the 20th century school:
It must accept and afford some
training for every child ahove a
very low intellectual level; it must
provide a great new mass of in-
formation to the modern child, for
example, traffic laws, rules of
health, principles of balanced diet,
ete.; and it must convey the intel-
lectual, cultural and moral train-
ing which represents the best in
a long and honorable tradition of
Western civilization.

Progressivists, she says, have not
met, the challenge of imparting an
ever increasing mass of useful,
practical information nor of offer-
ing mental discipline and intel-
leotual and moral enrichment.
They have fritteted away their
opportunities by making school life
easy and pleasant, concentrating
on the obvious, the practical, and
the immediate, and have produced
a uniform low standard. They give
“special attention to all physical,
emotional and mental abnormalis
ties” but neglect “the old-fash-
foned things called the mind, the
imagination and the conscience of
the average and of the better

than average child.”

In sum, the new education is
anti-intellectunl = there is no at-
tempt to e7erelse, train and dis-

cipline the mind. It is anti-cul-
tural—there is no encouragement
of the mnotion that “the achieve-
ments and values of the past are
a trust to be preserved and en-
riched for the future”. It is am-
oral—“the general tendency .. has
been to weaken respect for law
and authority as such, and to dull
discrimination between right and
wrong”. The schools in brief, are
not giving students sufficient gen-
eral educational background, nor
inspiring them with the desire to
work hard and to struggle for the
good life.

The remaining chapters of Seo
Little For The Mind attempt to
examine in detail the basic elem-
ents in the indictment. Chapter
Two, Experts in Education, states
that the educational policies of
English-speaking Canada are de-
termined by about 150 senior olfi-
clals and 400 elementary and high
school inspectors. in departments
of education in the ten provinces.
Most of the 150 senior officials,
she says, hold university degrees
but few have achieved a reputa-
tion for schwlarship in any other
field than education. In other
words they are “experts” rather
than scholars. Their intellects are
less than brilliant. She criticises
their jargon, poor writing, copying
of U.S. ideas, and their views on
democracy, their spiritual values.
They conduct educational research
on relatively minor matters such
as school administration and fin-

ance, curriculum problems, prob-
lems of evaluation and ttsting,
school health, practical education,

teacher status and future schcol|
enrollment, but have initiated no‘
research on vital topics such as
the aims of education, the nature
of character, the qualities of citi-
zenship, or the history and nature
of democracy.

Chapter Three deals with The
Training School. She notes that
educational standards for teachers
vary provincially and that the
minimum requirement is a high-
scheol leaving certificate plus a|
year in training school. Her chief
criticisms are that normal school|
courses are not long enough, have |
too much methodology, the in-
structors arc too specialized and
too often trained in the United
States. Teaghers suffer from a
lack of content in their tudies.
Chapters Four and Five discuss
What Goes On in the School. The
are of comunication, English, suf-
fers from the claims of “interest”
and a passion for the modern.
There is too much emphasis on
“moral composition” though here
Miss Neatby admits that one of
the finest contributions of progres-
sive schools is their training of
children to speak naturally and
sponteneously, to listen as well as

tendentious pamphlet. For one
thing it lacks background of gen-
uine knowledge. There is no evi-
dence at any point that Miss
Neatby is a first-hand witness of
the' classroom chaos she describes
or that she has discussed educa-
tion with any of the 150 condemn-
ed administrators to whom she is
so unnecessarily churlish. The
first and last chapters give her
opinions. Everything in between is
deduced from courses of study and
other publications of the depart-
ments of education. There is am-
ple indication also that her ap-
proach to the subject wasto form-
ulate opinions first and then to
seek out evidence to back them
up. One would have thought that
an able scholar would make more
use of scientific method. It is
singular too that an historian
would not have given a fair ac-
count of the historical background
of the great educational debate.
There was a time in Western oiv-
ilisation when theology alone was
the subject matter of schools
There was a time, and not too
long ago, when mathematics was
not considered a fit subject for
university study. In fact the first
school of mathematics in England
was established by Charles II in
order to train youth in the ignoble
trades of navigation, surveying
and engineering.

The liberalising of Western edu-
cation has been going on a long
time and Miss Neatby's particular
devil, John Dewey, is but a des-
cendant of Rousseau, Pestalozzi,
Spencer, Herbart and  Ruskin,
There will be others after Dewey,

sweep. The method of teaching is
unimportant if the teachers are
scholarly people. This liberal edu-

St. Georges And
Vicinity

president, Leo Morrison;
sident, J. D. Sommers;

ped off along the way, This is a
beautifully simple solution and an
absolutely unworkable one. It is as
a matter of fact usually the solu-
tion of the unscholarly and un-
trained primary teacher, ‘“open
your books at page —". Again, one
is never quite clear whether Miss
Neatby is talking about instruc-
tion procedures in grades one and

be justified. She takes a very
poor view of modern Western so-
ciety. It is “an age without stand-
ards”, and it is “a rootless as well
as a faithless society.” Such cliches
of sophomoric cynicism ill become
the scholar.

One could with as much con-
viction claim that we are living in
one of the world's great ages, an
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onto.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles MacDon-

ald, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs.
J. Duncan and Reggie Mooney re-
cently motored to Roseneath
wheer they visited at the home of
Mrs. John Donohoe.
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temperate exercise is her defini- |sent to Estelle Bowness, General| "4 Trolen Johnston Catholic Women’s League was
tive thought on education. Her|Secretary, 98 Prince St, Char- |° : held in the Parish Hall on
present pessimism about life may' lottetown). Mr. Freddy Morrison, accom-'cember 1, with 11 members an-

swering roll call.

The meeting opened with pray-
er by Rev. Director, O. Kigginz.
The president, Mrs. P. L. Boud-
reault occupied the chair.  The
financial report was presented by
the treasurer and showed a cred:
itable balance on hand. The sc
cial service convener, Mrs. W. J
Fitzgerald, reported five visits tc
sick and shut-ins during the
month, Two visits were made t¢
mothers with infants. Mrs. ©
MacDonald reported assistance
was received in sitting with the
sick. First ald was reported as
having been administered in ar
emergency, by Mrs. W. Murphy.

The quilting committee report
ed making a quilt for a needy
family. Five letters were read by

the secretary and the sum of $I
was forwarded to the T.B. Leagur
in Charlottetown, in answer to an
appeal for assistance. It was
agreed that Christmas cards be
sold among the members to aic
our ladies’ missionaries. It was
decided, following a discussion to
leave the matter of Christmas
treats in the hands of the social
service committee. A letter deal-
ing with the importance of good
reading in the home, was read by

De'; the president.—A.C.

for the tradition of education she
so deplores is not a static thing.
Dewey's outlook on education re-

flects his time, the industrial
revolution, the development of
democracy, the clossal education-
al problem of the United States

in absorbing into the pattern of
American life the millions of im-
migrant children pouring into the
country fifty years ago. Even
Dewey's ideas in some respect are
being replaced today. Many of
the more progressive teaching
theories in use in the United
States and Canada originated in
British schools, a fact the author
does not appear to be aware of.
This would not be worth mention-

ing il it were not to note her
rather provincial anti-American
bias. Her implication is that we

would do much better to observe
British elementary and high
school practice. As a matter of
cold fact our Canadian schools are
models of old-fashioned tradition-
alism in comparison.

Miss Neathy has unfortunately
assumed general knowledge of the
context of her argument. For
this reason her pamphlet is next
thing to usecless for the layman.
He may be aware from reading

to speak, to argue without quarel-
ling, and to conclude a discussion
There is a neglect of written com-
position and there should be a re-

turn  to teaching grammar by
rules. In the social studies she is
critical of elaborate and time-

consuming subjects, and the gen-
eral deprecation of the wuse of
textbooks.

)

Ohapter Six, entitled The Demo-
cratic Nemesis: Anarchy, criticis-
es guidance procedures as tending
to usurp the role of the parent
Examinations should be standard;
the child should know whether he
has suc d or failed. The new
teaching is at fault in stressing
positive achievements and ignoring
or playing down the child's fail-
ures. Finally, the educators by try-

“by taking the whole of life for
their parish have made two grave
mistakes”. They have assumed an
impossible burden, and they have
not realised how little schooling
time is available in the life of the
individual. The result is anarchy.
The solution is 1ealising that the
task is “intellectual training, cul-
tural enlightenment and moral in-
struction -through a direct and
logical process'.

Chapter Seven, Comment and

Criticism, consists of quotations
from T.S. Ellot, R. M. Hutchins,
Sir Richard Livingstone and oth-
ers who are concerned about the
materialism of modern life.
. In Chapter Eight, Conclusion,
the author states that really the
ills of education are the ills of
modern soclety. Her remedies are
specifically laid down as A Revival
of Civilisation which may be ach-
ieved by. 1. a renewal of faith—to
give discipline and direction to
life; 2. a re-definition of democ-
racy; 3. a just appreciation of the
uses and abuses of material com-
fort and well-being. The second
cure i{s a Re-direction of Educa-
tion: 1. Teachers should be schol-
ars—teaching methods are second-
ary. 2. Teaching should primarily
convey facts, ideas, thebries. 3.
High school students incapable of
studying should be compelled to
quit.

A final suggestion is that educa-
tion is too important a matter to
be left to the experts. A nationai
body should be formed to make a
thorough study of Canadian edu-

cation, .
. - .

All this is very harsh criticism
and to the present reviewer much
of it is unjust, Miss Neatby some-
where apologises for her harshness
on the grounds that she prefers
to be honest. However that may
be, a minor defect in the book is
a rather heavy-handed sarcasm
which accumulates to the point
where the reader out aqf sympathy
tends to side with the attacked.
As a duellist she lacks finesse.
Not content with pinking an op-
ponent she has a distinct relish

| for impaling her victim, Only a

person remote from the give and
take of practical affairs could
imagine that such treatment would
persuade those whom she feels to
be in error., Her book is not well
written; it is diffuse, repetitious,
and at times exasperatingly un-
clear. She writes in the style of
the hasty pamphleteer.

In spite of an occasional good
thing in it, the book indeed can

be considered little more than a

ing to be all things to all men,|I

it that a serious quarrel is in pro-
gress but will be unable to form
a considered opinion. It  could
have been useful to the general
reader and of very great value to
home and school groups particu-
larly if she had given at least
half the space to an honest out-
line of the historical, sociological
and ecconomic background of our
cducational problem, for we all
admit that there is a very real
\onn. I have yet to meet an edu-
i cational administrator who felt
complacent about his responsibili-
ties, or who incidentally consider-
ed education as the naively simple
black-and-white affair Miss Neatby
makes it out to be.

LRI

What may be sald about her
charges against modern education?
would imagine that most ad-
ministrators of education in Can-
ada will shrug off her attack as
an uniformed, prejudiced, and
cloudy bit of writing. They can
retort with a falr measure of jus-
tice that at the moment Cana-
dian literature, music, drama,
Canadian technology, science, pub-
lic service, and public life gener-
ally are at a much higher and
more competent level than they
were a generatlon or two ago. In
other words the new education is
producing trained top level minds
as well as the skilled techniclans
and tradesmen for an expanding
industrial society.

Her initial charges that children
do not like the new schools and
that university people complain
that high school graduates cannot
read, write or think, are unsup-
ported by a shred of valid evi-
dence. Such trite and gross gen-
eralisations make a very weak
starting point.

Her sarcastic comments on pro-
fessionalism in education could ap-
ply to any specialised oc;upatlon
her own included. We are all poor,
weak, harrassed creatures who
lapse under pressure into jargorn
or gobbledygook. It is bad, it is
reprehensible, and doubtless her
book will compel curriculum ccm-
piters to sharpen their pens in the
future. Her criticisms of training
schools for teachers have some
point, but here again she is not
alone, Educational authorities have
been trying for years and years to
lengthen the  teacher training
course and put more content in it.
It might be useful at this stage to
mention a curious notion of the
author's. She assumes that edu-
cational administrators are entire-
ly free agents. Her authoritarian
approach to life overlooks the fact
that the guilty men are public
servants not public masters. There
is often a considerable gap be-
tween the theoretically good idea
and what is socially and politically
practical. It is a pity that uni=
versity people live such a shelter-
ed life.

Of her specific criticisms of the
teaching of various subjects and
of the attitude towards the devel-
opment of the child’s personality
it is useless to argue in detail
She ly rejects psychology,
psychiatry, and the whole body of
their work, measurements of in-
telligence and aptitude, as so much
nonsense. It is her opinion against
the scientifically proven work of
generations.

What Miss Neatby is demanding
is this: The schools should teach
history, geography, citizenship,
morals, literature, grammar, math-
ematics in a wide yet detailed

lighlg

REMOTE CONTROL WIRING SYSTEM

provides master switches to control lights and
appliances from several convenient locations

Few features of your home will create so much interest among
friends as Remote Control Wiring . . . a new home-wiring
system that allows you to control lights and appliances from
conveniently-located master switches. This step-saving system
was developed and perfected by G.E. to add to the comfort,
convenience and safety of your every-day living.

A master switch at the bedside can not only turn off a forgotten
cellar light, it can turn on downstairs, garage and outside
lights, if you think you hear prowlers . . . even turn on your
coffee in the morning. When you arrive home at night, another
master switch at the front door or garage can light a pathway
through the house. These master switches can be situated
wherever you may need them.

_ Although this system is an outstanding improvement in home-
wiring, it costs surprisingly little. A group of well-known
Canadian architects have specified G-E Remote Control Wir-
ing for the modern Trend Houses being built across Canada.
Make certain your architect, contractor or builder includes
this convenient wiring system in the plans for your new home,
or discover from your electrical contractor how easy it is to
install it in your present home.

Remote Control Wiring is another outstanding example
of Canadian General Electric’s continuing contribu-
tions to a better way of living.

: LIMITED

Inadequatre wiring
is a bottleneck
to hetter living . ..

Imagine switching indoor and outdoor
“on and off” from your bedside

A

Even In a new home yeu may be faced with inadequate wirng ™~ with
100 few circuits and outlets to plug in lamps and appliances where they
are most wanted. By arranging with your architect, builder or contractor
to install adequate wiring at the time of building, you make low cost
provision for the work-saving appliances you own or plan to own

and greatly increase the re-sale value of your home. It costs much less
to provide adequate outlets when building than to add them later.

Canadian General Electric has pionecred and improved witing
materials to bring you the full benefits of electrical living through

a safe and convenient wiring system. For a free booklet *‘Getting
the Most from Your Home's Electric System,” write Canadian
General EleCtric Company Ltd., 212 King St. W.,

CANADIAN GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY

Head Office: Toronte
Canada's Oldest and Largest Electrical Manufacturer

Toronto.
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