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New Health Records

The death rate in the general population
of Canada in 1950 is estimated at 9.1 per
1,000 or about 1% below the previous low
in 1949, reports Dr. Louis L Dublin, sta-
tistician of the Metropolitan Life Insurance

Company. Among diseases which dropped
to new lows in 1950 were tuberculosis,
pneumonia and influenza, communicable

diseases of childhood, and appendicitis. In
addition, both maternal and infant mortal-
ity rates were lower than ever bzfore.

Particularly noteworthy was the record
for tuberculosis, the mortality from which
among the insured declined about 6% in
1950 on top of the very substantial reduc-
tion in the previous year. The 1950 death
rate from the disease is barely half of what

it was only 10 years ago.

The record for respiratory diseases was
also exceptionally good. The death rale
from pneumonia and influenza, among the
company’s policyholders, was about one-
third less than in 1949, which itself had es-
tablished a new low. The reduction in the
death rate from appendicitis was equally
large. In the last five years alone, the
death rate from this condition among com-
pany policyholders in Canada has been cut
by more than 60%.

The improvement in maternal and infant
mortality is especially satisfactory because
the Canadian birth rate remained close to
the record levels of recent years. Down-
ward trend in infant mortality during the
past decade has meant the aggregate sav-
ing of tens of thousands of infant lives
among Canadian babies born during this
period.

Mortality from chronic diseases of the
heart, kidneys and arteries were up very
slightly last year, but when allowance is

" made for the increased proportion of older
persons in the population this increase is
wiped out. The death rates from cancer
and diabetes rose but similarly reflecting,
in part, the higher number of older per-
sons in the population.

The excellent health conditions prevail-
“ing in Canada in 1930 reflect the extra-
~ordinary advances in medicine and public
health in recent decades as well as the

good economic conditions of the past few
' years. There is every good reason, Dr.
. Dublin says, to expect continued improve-
ment in Canada’s health in 1951.

Mr. Gardiner's Confession

According to a Canadian Press report,
« Agriculture Minister Gardiner has denied
. allegations that he or the Federal Govern-
. ment was responsible for the existence of
the bilateral contracts as a means of sup-
plying Britain with food. The report goes
on to quote the Minister as saying: “We
~ were always against the plan as applied to
~ Canada, and still are, but we carry on un-
" der it because no other plan is available.”
“Extraordinary,” comments‘the Ottawa
- Journal, “that it should have taken Mr.
* Gardiner eight or nine years to decide to
make his true feelings, and apparently those
of the Government as well, a matter of
» public knowledge. The food agreements or
‘contracts—mainly for wheat,. bacon and
. cheese—between Canada and the United
» Kingdom Ministry of Food have been a
subject of keen debate yearly since the
early days of World War II but this casual
~‘mention by Mr. Gardiner is the first hint
i that he did not favor this method of selling.
. These contracts between governments were
:-geccepted generally by producers in Canada
. as a necessary evil during the actual war
“Years but in the five years since there has
' been plenty of opposition and disagreement
. and many opportunities for both Mr. Gard-
. iner and the Government to make their
! feelings clear.
{* w1f a firmer stand had been taken by
. Mr, Gardiner in the first years following

ithe termination of the war both our hog

and dairy industries might well be in a
! healthler position than they are today—

: petter able to meet new démands for pro-

' duction, unnecessary to import dairy pro-
duets and open our market to U. S. pork,
' The existence of these agreements between
governments (with set prices and sub-
sidies) has had.a stifling effect on produc-
tion, removed initiative and had a tendency
to make producers too.reliant on govern:
ment aid. ,

4Ot course if Mr. Gardiner simply meant
were forced on Can-
the only
do busi-

-
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EDITORIAL NOTES

Barbara Ann Scott will draw $2,500 a
night for performing at the Ste. Agathe
Winter Carnival. !

. L ] L ]

The Labourers Protective Union acted
in a statesman-like manner in disciplining
members guilty of contravening the rules
and regulations of the organization.

L ] L ] L ]

The Boy Scouts Movement requires no

commendation, it speaks for itself. The

~ | modest appeal for $5,000 to carry on for

the next year should meet with a ready and
generous response.
L] L] L
Reference in these columns yesterday to
the sitting of the Board of Transport Com-
missioners here in 1947 should have read
1946. The Board sat in July of that year,
although its findings were not published
until February, 1947.
L]

With an aggressive member rep-
resenting it, Prince County apparently
gets all it asks for from the Federal
authorities. The $42,000 contract for the
repair of Summerside breakwater is the
latest example.

L ] L] L ]

California fruit growers are disturbed
by the' competition of Washington-subsid-
ized dried fruit which was shipped to Hol-
land and thence to this country. Qur po-
tato growers had also to cope with sub-
sidy-demoralized markets, but that probably
belongs to a phase which is about at an
end.

L] . L]

If a hotel room costs more today than
it did a short while back, and it does (says
a Montreal Gazette writer), it's because
proprietors expect a freezing of room rates
at any time, and are getting in ahead of
the ceiling. The same holds true for re-
sorts, which are jacking their rates in an-
ticipation of a freeze.

L] L] L]

No case of influenza was imported hy
a member of Eisenhower’s personal staff
as suggested in a Press bulletin from Ot-
tawa. A member of the General's staff
was taken from the plane with an undis-
closed illness, which was described by the
medical authorities as nothing contagious;
they said definitely it was not influenza.

L) . L

Now that Mr. Lester Douglas is gone,
there seems to be no Government member
sufficiently interested to press for the
carrying out -of the Federal Building
scheme. Perhaps after the Probate Court
cases have been disposed of it mdy be dif-
ferent, but meantime the initiative and ag-
gression rests with’ Mr. McLure, the Op-
position member for Queen’s.

L] L] -

Franklin D. Roosevelt, wartime Pres-
ident of the United States, born this date
1882. Was an aggressive “New Dealer”
and led the Democratic Party into the
adoption of advanced measures of social
legislation. He was electetl President for
a fourth period, thus creating a record. In
World War II he allowed the U. S. A. to
remain neutral till Japan forced it in on the
side of the Allies by bombarding Pearl
Harbour while her plenipotentiaries were
conferring with the powers-that-be at
Washington.

L L] L

Notwithstanding the fact that Sudbury
Town Council possessed the power to ban
circus performances, midways and side
shows, it decided to take a plébiscite of
the electorate on the subject with the re-
sult that the “antis” carried the day. This
question has always been a controversial
one in municipal circles, with the “antis”
pointing to the amount of money these
travelling shows take out of a community,
and the “pros” pointing to the money they
make for service clubs, etc. There prob-
ably was more justification for circuses
and midways a generation ago, says Sud-
bury News, when locdl entertainment was
limited to a square dance or a box social.

It will be a great pity if nothing results
from the admirable suggestion thrown out
by Sir Evelyn Wrench in “The Times"”, says
“The Spectator”, that “as some recognition
of the immense generosity of the American
people in providing the Marshall Aid with
which we are now happily able to dispense,
this country should present to the United
States one of the four original copies of
Magna Carta still in existence. There is
something really imaginative here. Magna
Carta, after all, belongs in a sense to 'the
Anglo-Saxon element in these islands, for
it goes back far beyond the point at which
the great current of Anglo-Saxon history
divided into two streams, Magna Carta
was not quite the bulwark of democratic,
liberties that it is sometimes supposed to
be, but it is a unique landmark in the hist-
ory of Western clvilisation, The predenta-
tion of a copy of the historic document to

Congress would give as much

o it undoubtedly
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NEW SUMMERSIDE WELL

Sir,—I wish to correct an errone-
ous report appearing in The Pion-
eer of January 25 concerning the
amount of water capable of being
pumped from the new well on the
top of the hill, near the stand-
pipe. The correct amount should
have read 100 imperial gallons per
minute or approximately 144,000
imperial gallons per day from a
well drilled 12 inches to the 70
foot level and 10 inches for the
balance of the 600 feet, which 1s
considered by the inspecting en-
gineer to be & very small amount
of water for the size of the well.

I wish also to correct the state-
ment concerning the well now be-
ing drilled on Harvard Street, as
saying that the work is being done
by the Water and Sewerage Com-
mission. The work is being done
by the Trask Well Company and 1
opposed the contract being given
without tenders being called; and
1 opposed the size of the bore
which is to be 12 inches, my con-
tention being that a six inch bore
should be put down first until
the amount of water is determined,
and if an unlimited supply is
found the test hole then could be
enlarged.

1 was voted down by Commis-
sioners Stewart and Dewar, who
themselves awarded the -eontract
to the Trask Well for a twelve to
ten inch hole for the same price
as the first hole ($12.00 per foot)
and $720.00 for testing. If my sug-
gestion had been followed in the
case of the first well, then thous-
ands of dollars could have been
saved for the town.

I am, Sir, ete.,
CARROL DELANEY

Chairman of the Water and Sew-
erage Commission of the Town of
Summerside.

Summerside, P.E.IL.
.
NEWFOUNDLAND MARKET

Sir,—1 wish to further impress
upon our public spirited citizens
a few things our Government
should do to help out industry on
the Island, but their application
of good intentions smacks too
much of politics and “bigger in-
terests” welfare, especially in the
meat packing house business. If
the truth were known I would
say that Labor was kicked and
the farmers badly fooled to the
Jbest advantage of the politicans
during the last meat packing
house strike on the Island; and I
Jbelieve that those who might be
in doubt will understand better
when my’ letters are finished.

Two years ago in March while
I was talking to Premier Jones one
day, he told me that it I wanted to
‘get some financial aid from the
Government to help get a small
killing plant started, he would
give it to me, but not before two
months. When the two months
were up in May I paid him a
visit and when asked about the
loan—he¢ simply said, “What loan?
You were never speaking to me
about money.” I was not alone
when he promised the money to
me and not alone when he said
we never asked for it. It took
‘me nearly a year to find out why
e forgot, and I will discuss that
later.

Now the only ground which
the Premier promised to loan -the
money to me on was “that I must
not allow any Newfoundlander to
invest in the plant” I argyed
against this move, claiming it was
poor policy to do busi that

Ly ]

Be not deceived; God is not
a man

mocked: for whatsoever
soweih, that shall he also reap.

SPRVANTS' REGISTRY

Employment bureaus are noth-
ing new, as is indicated in the fol-
lowing item from The Islander|

taken before the mast of that great
boat — a great picture of a good-
looking group of men so full of
the unseen riches and glory and
the ever-lasting fame and politi-
cal power they expected to
achieve in trying to further and
foster the Newfoundland {irade.
Perhaps the Government was feel-
ing good over their’ good buy,
most men do in circumstances like
that; you see, they only paid
$73,000 for the boat.

On the 2nd day of June in the
same year of 1949, the Govern-
ment figured they were perhaps
entitled to a bit of a blast from me
through the press, so to avoid
this, they called me into the office
of the Depariment of Industry and
Natural Resource. Just a simple
operation of pouring oil on the
troubled waters before the elec-
tion in June of that same year,
‘but interesting too. I was up be-
fore Mr. J. O. C. Campbell, then
Deputy Minister of that Depart-
ment. When the operation started
Mr. Campbell informed me Pre-
mier Jones told him he had made
a mistake in buying the Eskimo
boat, because as he said “we have
a horse now and no buggy” And
he (Mr. Campbell) promised that
the Government would glady in-
vest or loan to me thousands of
dollars on a plant, if I could get
the Newfoundland people to put
the balance in. I repeated to Mr.
Campbell that Premier Jones had
refused to back a proposfion, if
only on a percentage basis, when
the Newfoundlanders offered cap-
ital; also informed him that our
good Premier Jones (being trade
conscious) had offered me a loan
on a plant, but forgot he offered
it. Now my operation with Mr,
J. O. C. Campbell was not severe.
All I had to swallow was enough
goose grease to keep me quiet until
after the election. .

I would like to point out to Mr.
Campbell and good members in
the Government, that I am no
more incompetent, as Premier
Jones called me this summer at a
political meeting; I would rather
say to them that they are only
fooling themselves and living very
handy a cobweb. which is closing
in on them day by day, but they
are too headstrong to kpow it.
Some day the atomic bomb that
was invented between Toronto and
Charlottetown at the time of the
meat packing house strike, may
explode South of the River.

1 am, Sir, etc.,
WOODROW WHEATLEY
Charlottetown

THE EGG SITUATION

Sir,—With your kind permission
I would like to take up a little
more of the valuable space in
your Forum column, to devote to
the egg situation. Since Tuesday,
January 16th, up until Friday the
26th I have listened regularly to
a certain broadcast and have not
noticed any reduction in the price
spread on the retail prices’ of
eggs. The paying price to farm-
ers is up a bit as well as the
prices quoted by the wholesalers,
which is very encouraging to the
producer; but they are not up
enough in comparison with the
price the consumer has to pay.

Reading W. R. Shaw's weekly
market report in your paper the
26th, he states that on Jan, 4th
consumers were paying as high as
59c for Grade A Large, and grad-
ing station in some cases were
35¢c. On that date we were paying
40¢ t_g: Grade A Large, and if I

way, because with their interest
in the plant, and some of thelr
money, one has a much better
hold on the market. My argu-
ment did not hold with him, and
1 gave way {0 older judgment.
Now 1. figured out myself that
when the Premier wanted me to
abandon the idea of investment
from Newfoundland® he was only
trying to get me out on a limb|
and be more vulnerable for at-
tack from “bigger interests” by
not having the market better

secured.
It was at this time that the Gov-
chase the Eskimo boat for out-
rt trading to Newfoundland, and
ﬁfon June of that year she proud-
ly entered the Charlottetown hare
ers and banners

g o B g wur g

bour under stream
and our hon
men

r correctly ~ Charlotte-
town ‘dealers were offering the
grading stations 40 or 42 cents de-
livered in Oharlottetown. I agree

newspaper of May 1, 1868:

“Ab a meemgl held last evening
of the Farmers’ Club, the presi-
dent, Dr. Jenkins, in the chalr, it|
was decided  to establish, in con-
nection with the Club, a Servants'
Registry, where masters can, for
1s. 6d., enter their names and ad-
dresses, together with other parti-
culars they may deem necessary.
Seryants in want of employment
will, on payment of 0d., have a
similar privilege. Members of the
Club will hire none who cannot
produce  satisfactory references,
and a written discharge from last
employer.”

Poocl8 Corner

.| —Ottawa Citizen.

- Notes By

“Win our essay contest, and be
a millionaire in New York for a
week!” an, ad. advises. Not long
‘enough; we'd learn to like it mn a
week, and want it to be permanent.

The head of the house can be
heard just abcut now predicting
how much fuel the heating system
is golng to use between now and
June 1st. — St. Mary’s Journal-Ar-
gus.

Is it really that pupils in our
schools these days don't want to
learn to spell, or is it that the
teachers with their heads full
ot the “modern” in .educational
styles will not impose the dis-
cipline inherent in teaching
pupils how to spell? The other
day we got a letter, wrjtten we
take it by a junior stenographer
stating that “in dew course” a
certain report would be available.
This runs right through public,
high and universily classes these
days. We've seen letters and arti-
cles written by university grad-
uates which would make the hair
of a public school 12-year-old curl
in the matter of spelling. If dic-
tionaries are worth printing, then
spelling still has a place in our

JANUARY 30, 1951 .

educational system. If it has a

The Way

v

place then let us see that
schools teach it. A bit of the
cipline which is a requirement™ot
spelling correctly would do some

~

‘good, we verily believe, and ‘in

“dew course” might lower blood
pressures of those who learned fo
spell when they went to school,
—Lethbridge Herald. a

™y

A weekly pay rise of $4.80 for
120,000 city employes earning less
than $7,500 a year does not do jus-
tice to their needs and does pot
constitute an adequate = solution,
Thi$ is the first general pay rise
since July 1, 1948, when a $250 cosl~
of-living bonus became effectiva,
The fact that 120,000 times $250,
the new bonus proposed to lhe'
Board of Estimate, adds up ‘to
$30,000,000 a year does not make
the lot of the individual under:
paid -employe a whit easier. He' i3
not to blame for the fact that this
is a city of nearly 8,000,000 popula.
tion .in which budget and tax fig.
ures reach astronomical propors
tions. All he knows is the size ot
his take-home pay and the present
frightening cost of what he buys
at the store to support his family,
We believe that the money can
be found for a more generous cost«
of-living bonus, and that it should
be found.—New York Times.
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MAN'’S LIFE

Man's life is well compar-ed to &
feast,
Furnished with* choice of all var-

lety: |
To it comes Time; and as a bid-\
den guest
He sets him down, in pomp and
majesty; :
The three-fold age of man, the
waiters be; -
Then with an earthen volder

(made_of clay)
Comes Death, and takes the table
clean away.

—Richard Barnfleld (1574—1627).

difference? T am not aocusing
anyone of doing this, but I still
maintain it can be done, and no
one is the wiser, and a few extra
cents profit is made,

Mr. Shaw concludes with the
statement: “With the cost of liv-
ing on the increase there should
be a more careful scrutiny of all
purchases made whether it Is
fruit, eggs, or bread, and consum-
ers should frown on any attempt
to hoist prices whether it be by
design, unfair advantage, or
monopoly, and the latter should be
definitely cracked on the head
before it gets under way. I agree
with Mr. Shaw, but who is going
to do the “cracking”? It is im-
possible for the farmer, as he has
to take the price the . grading
station offers him.

Then in turn the grading stat-
fon operator has to accept the
price the wholesalers offer him.
There is nothing he can do about
it. According to the report given,
the wholesalers are only making a
profit of 2 cents; it is impossible
for them to do anything. The only
|-ones—who-can-do  anything are
those in Mr., S8haw's Department,]
and the consumer. Lower this ex-
cess spread between the wholesale
price to retail, and give the farm-
er more for his eggs, and give
the egg stations 6 cents to oper-
ate on instead of 5. '

This does not go on alone in
Charlottetown, but in every city
in--Canada. It is  impossible for
producers to make a’ profit dur-
ing the months of January, Feb-
ruary and March and art of
April, especlally during e cold
weather when-—production is lower
then than in midsummer, as ‘it
takes more feed to get the hens
going. Every extra cent helps and
encourages the industry.

The poultry industry has help-
ed the farmers on the Island in
the past years, and every  en-
couragement should be given to
them to keep at it. Unreasonable
Aprice spresd such 'as we have
been read and hearing abou!
will sow s of discontent and

with Mr, Shaw, there is too much &:‘:'{: ?:w?to“tllti:’t b":'m':‘"' bt:
ST e e Rt rioe| haTd to bring it back o where it
producer receives and ' the price| yoy 4 1o45 and 8. Look back

the consumer has to pay.
Another item of interest in Mr.
Shaw's report is this. “We have
also had some complaints that
carton packed eggs have not been
up to grade, these eggs are the
highest priced
ket./1f the grade is not right. ine
spection staff should be notified

for a check up.” Eggs packed in 1
have the
station .

OTTAWA, Jan. 2 =(OP) — A|
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to last winter, a year
January when the price
dropred to 92 cents to the farm-
er, How many flocks ghout
fhe country were slaughtered?
Ten years of good work destroyed
in a single week? )
‘o1 am, 8ir, ete,
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D.L. MATHIESON L.L.B, K.C
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150 Richmond St.
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) Dr. A. L. Maclsaac

DENTIST
Dental X-Ray - |

GLORIA BUILDING
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