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. No Fond Farewell
“One cometh, another goeth,” is‘
the order of the day among the Con-

i e
e

servatives. Mr. Davie Fulton's de-
cision to come back into federal |
politics is being welcomed, especial- |

ly since it is coupled with the assur- |
ance that he will “work with and
support” Conservative Leader John
Diefenbaker. On the other 'hand"
there is Mr. Leon  Balcer, bitterly
anti-Diefenbaker, who said a few days
ago that he would not seek re-elec-
tion as a Tory-under that man and
now—having failed to set the heather -
on fire with this threat—has walked
out on the party altogether. Dief or
no Dief, he evidently regards it as
beyond redemption. It's “too mono-
lithic,” he says, and he doesn’t ex-
pect it to change rapidly enough for
him to go back on his decision.

What is significant is that the
party’s executive in Quebec last week-
end gave Mr. Balcer a unanimous vote
of confidence as Quebec leader. It
looks as if he’ll take most of them
out with:him. It’s all very well for
an unnamed spokesman in the Op-
position leader’s office to say “good -
‘riddance,” but that won't gain any
.Quebec votes. There is no doubt
that the Conservative relationship in
that province, limited enough in any
case, has been further weakened by

Mr. Fulton’s return, however,
could help. He is said to have a
clear understanding of the Quebec
situation, and is’ himself fluently
bilingual. With experience in Oppos-
ition and as a minister, he could have
before him an important role, at a
time when his particular knowledge

Since his old constituency of Kam-
loops will become available'to him in
due course, through the retirement
of the present €Conservative member,
he should have excellent prospécts of
election. Some day—soon or distant
—the leadership of the party will be
contested again as it was in 1956,
when Mr. Fulton was a third choice
behind Mr. Diefenbaker and former
Finance Minister Donald Fleming..
In the meantime;” however, Mr.
Balcer has become an Independent.
He has already lashed out at.the
party to which he had given his al-

years behind the times,” and we may
expect that he’ll not have a kind
word for it from now on. No fond
ell speeches from him. He pick-
ed a time when election rumors are
in the air, and when the Conserva-
tives actually have an amendment to
the Throne Speech—in effect a mo- .
tion, of non-confidence against the
government—to be voted on today.
How many of them, we wonder,
would like to see it carried in the
present state of affairs! » ~
Amid Warning Voices

Although President Johnson took
the position that he was simply' re-
stating American policy in Viet Nam
in his broadcast speech'on Wednes-
day night, it did reflect a significant
shift in the American attitude to-
ward negotiations. His offer for “un-
conditional discussion” with the Com-
munists, even with the fighting go-
ing on, comes pretty close to Prime
Minister Pearson’s proposal for a
“pause” in the conflict to permit of
such discussion. This, it will be re-
called, was the way the Korean im-
passe was ended.

Of course, President Johnson
could not corfie right out and say that
he was ready for a ceasefire, while
trying to inmiprove his negotiating
position. He was still insistent that
Communist aid to the North Viet
Nam “aggressors” must be stopped,
but his plea for a discussion to end
the fighting struck a new note in the
attitude that Washington has here-.
tofore maintained.

The fact.is that the war in Viet
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with no appreciable efrect on me
Communists or on the will 6f South
Viet Nam to support a so-called war
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