. THE EXAMINER.

g

tion of a Bill for the smeadment or a'toration of the present mode
of the Lpost Revenue, ther mntention shoald have been iIntimated
i h the medwm of Hhis Exeellency’s Speecch, in which there

Py

was room eaough for sach intimation, and mwore] for, God knows, |

it was stiated and meagre easugh,  Even ander the old regiave, |
R th the parly ot present in power so u wparingly and viruieatly
asssiled, witti they had estublished their owwn roale vpon its over-

throw. nothing o unconstitutional, nothing so dipectly teading to
n subversion of the rights and privileges ol this House, had ever

proce eded fiom the Head of the

overninent, us the \ln'ss,gl:
which has jast heen delivered 1o this House by the Hon. the Col.
Secretnry When the Goverament ly:)n';uwi,n!'

any mousore of pahlic inportanes, it had always, hitherto, been
the practice o latumate the iateahion, by means of the Speech.
What new light has arisen here, or has proceeded from the other
eide of the Aunutic, by which ths Excellency and his advisers,
have thesght proper o be gaided in their departure from the old,
established, and constitutional wode of ealiing the attention of this
1lounse 1o any s.ll.j.:m, coneeraing which tiey wished to induce
fegisintion, T know nary yet 1 nm at liderty, | presume to conjec-
ture the veasons which may have enused them to r commend, to
this Excelleoey, the adoption of the unprecedonte d and unconsti-
gutianat mode whieh he has pursa d on the present oceasion I
eeems 1o me that the Hon. the Colonial seerctary and other mem-
this House, may
he has pursued,

bors of the Government, having seats @

advised Ilis Exeellescy to the course which
order that, should they be disappointed in their expectation of
ke up the subjsct in such awny as they

mducing the Hoase to ta :
able seemingiy, to preserve their

desice they should, they may b

credit, and escape the shame of a defeat, by hawing it in thei
powor in a manser 1o disivow any respi nsibility eoncerning the
‘measare; nud, with apparent anconcern, to say they had taken

st merely in acquiescence with a wish »f Hlis Escel-
)

up the subjoc
leney.coveyed to the Honse by a

esure the introduction of which they
and resolved upon, hefare the opening

had seriously contemplated
of
1 noticed in the speech

the session, or, other

Suach an upnconst:

wise, it woald have be
1ational assumption of
ernor, \\\\uhl pot, even ia
wes of the Crown,
y told that
h the operation of the princiy
en and consittated by the

constituted, this proceeding

Fxecutive ouncit

the days when t
) y sarprising

have heen s

the

were merely the nomi
as it 18 now, now when we are
Executive Counail throa
Hv'*p.mamhe Goverument, ¢
themaelvea. Of their being

Governmen
s of

~are,

wple

s

Fxcellency gives however, only a neg wive proof; fur, if they really
represented the people in the Execative Conacil y would op-
P wsod any contemplated set of the Lieat. Governor, whieh, hke
the Messags which has jost been defivered by the Coloninl Seere-
tary, would be a direet Violution of the privileses of the people’s
representatives. Their hav agquiesced in His Fzcellency's

presampiion of the pre ol sending this

atable proeof that, altt +¢ not, in all respecis, be

y cet

sobnissive servants of His Exeollency, th

he Execulive

int

faithfal servants or representatives ol the peg
Couscid, 'The tendency of the prescat sys swrnment, as
3 1s made to work by hose now in power, ] to-
wards reshonsib ty. bot i ”)5;:"146‘\1 ity 3 not towal ls ‘.‘xudo:n,hu' !
rather towards ab =

Hon. | BV, — | hon. and learned member who
fiad just vn, had eer | the House much a-
Mseme v the oncalled for 'dignation, zeal, and
excitement, real led ‘h he had taken upon

him to declaim agains onal assumption of
prwer, as he styl i which no |
aown imagination ; aud ol ) tie" d

the, lepislative 1 and § o5 of

theer tuvaded, nor threateaed with invas f 1 any quarter
Whilst he acknowledged himself am d the i1ty €Xx
cied and determined mspuer, in whieh learned
member had repelled a shadow, ¢ i o H, he
could uot but, at the same time, coaless ta the ap-
prewension, whi h he t, lest the very energet anner, i
which he had a~guined wself of his assumed part, should
prove too much for bis natural powers ¢ f endurance; and that
to-morrow, he might find himself vofit for legisiative duty.
'i'..:: ”":1 ¢l the hon, and learned swwuber seemed 1o have
view was to coas the [ouse quarrel, and to create a
rHut about notinn2. If such really was his « , ct, Le would

s rely be disappointed.  The majority of the House had quite
as wuch rezard for their legislauve rights and privileges, as
the hoa. and learnad member could possibly have, but they
82 no occasion to take np arms n their defence, so lonz as
they wera satisfied that they were pe secare., i
n2eessiy for the House's t iking into gousideration the system
for the collection of the lmpost Revewue which has hitherto
becn in operation, has been very properly bronght uader the

aotice of the House, by s Execelliency’s Message ; and he
had no donbt 1t w aceived and responded to in such a
manner as would, not only be expressive of dae respect for
Yer Majesty’s Representative, but aflord a proof that neither

ty of the House were afraid 1o

wvick hish, and to pros seute them

major

hewev

she Government nor ti
iake up questio '8, b
guch issues as would prove their regard for their general good
Hon. IRER.—=.N O that had
beeoan uttered ad learned member tor Georgetowa,
with s¢ much v weranee of deelamation.
azainst the mean 'n adopted, by his Eixcellency
for bringing under t tion oi the ilouse the presew
. : e \ .
wude of collecting the Linpost Revenue, he (ilon, Col. Trea
surer) thought it a very proper ene. It was, infacl, a carry-
ing out of one of the principles of Respuasible Government,

udin il

iwiths g

3 hion, 2

smence and it

vhiich had be

he considera

wiich required that notice should be given, to the Legislature,
of any new measure which the Goverument were ¢f opinion

ouzht to be introduced and passed ; or it by iimely intima-
tion their attsution should be particu v called to the con-
sideration ef anv established measure, the operation of whieh

hiad aot been altogether so satisfactory, or quite so conducive
1o the general good, as it had been intended to be; aand, to
him, it certaiuly 1 matter of no maoment what-

1) i {
anneared
appeared (o oe

ever, whether notice, or intination should be made

by ** the Speech,’’ or by Message; sinee, 1n either way, the
v i ’ y

governing principle was observed; and was not, and

t

could not be, in a Message, 30 conecived and so expressed as
was that which the Hon. the Col. Secretary had just deliver-
ed from His Excelleney, any thinz more dictatorial and an-

thoritative, than there would have been in couveying to lhc}

House. or the Legislature, by means of -* the Speech,”” whai
is wmerely an intimation, on the part of [lis iixcellency, ef the
evils, all:cting publie credit, aud the integrity of the Govern-
ment, which have been found to anse fromn ! vperation of
vu existing system, and a peifectly respectful espression of a
trust.—as far as possibie from having any semblance of a com-
snand,—that the House will concar with kim, in rezarding a
subjeet, vitally affeeting the houor and interest of the Colony,
as deserving their most serious consideration F'rom bis
position both in the Treasury aud in the

the system at present in operation fur the collection of the
fmpost Revenue; and of the difficulties which might auend

in such a way as, whilst it would effecinally provide for and

secare the payment of tmpost duties to meet the exizencies of
the Government, wonld, at the same time, al:cd due encour-
agement to Jegitimate entarprise.  If he might have his own
w2y, he would entirely do away with the prescu
Jorsting, and securing payment of the Impost |
dutieschargeshleand payvable upon iimporied go
most other countries, be patd at onee,
the practi and paymen

stem of col

n
b

wme; and a

y
14

s shiould,asin

Iy Hatitax sueh was
t of the duties was not made, ot re-
ceived in Notes, bat in epeei [Hon. J. Wigutnan ~There,
they have bonded ware! Yes; and so ougit there to
be here, in Charlotietown; and securities for the payment of
daties upon imported goods, should be taken onlv on acevunt
of those which werg lauded at the outports.
{earaed member for Georgetown had said, that the Lovern-
aent bad beea afraid to 2ssume the responsibihiy of a mea-

ce;

s

>

sure fur the alteration of the present sysiem of colleciing and |

securing the payment of {mpost Duties, and had, therelore,
sought to shelier themselves beneath a Message from His
Fxcellency; bat hie could tell that bun, and learned member,
that he, (the Hon. Col. Treasurer) lor one, was not afraid,
as a2 member of the Government, 1o assame his full share of
any responsibility which could attach to the latredaction of
such a measure, and neither did he think any oane of the Go-
wernment 1n the House was so  The presept was not, per-
haps, the fit time for him to enter ivio suy parlicular expla-
pations of his views eulier concerning the evils antesdant upon
the operation of the present system, or of the alterations there-
in, by which he conceived they might be remedied ; but he
would be prepared to state ihein when a proper opportuaity
for dotng so should arrive.

Hoo. Cov. Sgcrerary.—The hon. and iearned member for
Georocrtown, not sattsficd with giving vent 1o the ndignation,
with wi
Mogazpe has filted dim, has taken oecasion nat osiy to boast

{ s

we with soa

1. he would have it 1o be believed, His Fxeellency's

wependones,bat to threaten s constitutents at Georges

wiling hie a detenmination, on lus part, never

the tntroduction of |

have |

ree s but it was not a mea- |

ihsolute authority, on the part of a Gov. |

the |
|

Message is an ande- |
the |
tisly are not the |

Gosernment, than |
te po ope conld be more fully «ware of the eviisarisiog from |

‘I'ne hon. and |

in the-As-

again 1o salicit the honor of representing them ia
sembly.. Alas! for the people of Georgetown ! What will
become of thewm, if they should be so de serted T Who then,
with euardian care, will watch over them, and zealously seek
to advapee all their interests T Their sitvation if se forsaken,
will be pitiable indeed. In sl the exuberance of a self-con-
grarulaniug and boastful spirit,
has told us, that he covets not office,and looks withindifferenee,
ifnot with positive contempt, npon a paltry aalary of £300
or £400 a yesr; intending, thereby, no doubt, insidiously ty
| cast «h-"p:n'm_nn;z reflections upon soma who are in the receipt
{ of such official salaries. [Mr. 1L Havitanp.—Whaoever
| thinks the cap will fit him, 15 at Liberty to put it on ] The
{on. and learned member was however the very last person
| who could in any way feel himsell at liberty o sneer at, or
| repraach any with love of office o7 its emoluments, afier his
[ having so long held and so unwillingly relinquished an oflice,
certiinly one of the mast paltry in the Colony, and besides an
| alinost ‘perfect sinecure, with the palury salary of A2100 a
| year aiiached to . If he inteads his observations to apply
1o me, | beg leave to tell him, Lean hivequite as independently
| without office as he ean; yes, aud ‘wore wdependently. 'There
| was indeed but litde independence manifested by hiw; the other

[ dav, in his eazerness to obtain so paltry aa office, as a petty
j:n«_'iwwy. [Mr. i1, Haviranp.—I vever sought it: | never ap-
{ plied for it ] That may be; but if a {riend of the hon. mem-
{ber made an application for it, on his hehalt, it was much the
| same as 1f he had applied for it umselt.  Tue hon
{ed member has argued that every purposed measure of the
| Government should be io the lLaeat. Governor’s Speech.
: Why, it sucih a practice as that were adopted, the Speech
might pe made almost as long as that of the President of the
{ United States. Measnres i contemplation may certainly be
«casionally omitted without any impropriety, or the least
abandonment of established principles: apd their o ssion
{ supphied by Message, or Messages, in due season; and, 1o the
full, quite as courtcously as if they had been noticed 1 the
S

weech.

willing to sustain my ful
attaches to the intimation made to the 1louse by the Messa

| share of the responsibility which

members of the Government) are afraid 1o bring forward any

. ¥ 4
forgetting that the lLaeat, Goveruor

| stranger, 1n his warmth,
i is as essentialiv a part of the Legislature as we ourseives are
{ Parsons are always most apt to be hetraved into indecorum of

language when they find themselves unfortanately en rvaged 1n

| the serious malulenauce of some proposition so al

| they canunot, by any course of calm and just reasoning, susiain
'« member, finds

as that wiich

|
{ 1t; and, in su

m, the hon. and learn

ha pos

{ himself, as the use ot |
i‘:‘! ed to Jlis E
{ Mr. H

Aiiguaze so unjastila

| he has a Hleney, fuily proves.
[laviLanD, on his seain rising to speak, was re-

i the Hous«, he

a ., as there was no motion belore
The hi

I wove that the Message be not re-

ed that
order.

put oi
] make a motion.

cing around the House, observed,

Tlitli

R.—Weil, that the hon.
orded an opportunity to pour out

i

the remainder of his indignation, I second the moti

i1 Mr. H. Havinanp.—L do not return the fire of smail bat- |

{tories; 1 think it suflicient to answer greas ones. [t the
| fisecutive Council are under the immediate eomrol of ti
Lieut. Governor, and lie under the control of the Secretar)

f State 'slondes at hom ¢, {from time to time, it}

bt we are;
automaton, set in metion, by the power

e the Cul
14

i3 made pretly esvi w18 called our loerl Gov-

arnment is 4 mere

»f stran : it exists only in name, and in reality we have
{ no gavernment < { var own. W hat the hon. member (hon.
| Col. Seeretary) has been pleascd to say ironically eoncern-
{ / . -

ing aj
vL preset

>t.

boand to the constituency of Georgetown, I re-
[ allow it to pass for what it is worth; and that

s littie. Bat ot I said before [ repeat: as a member of
this House, I am as thoroughly indapendent as any gentle-
man who has the honor of a seat ;o it; and T again say, I
oare not whesher, after the approaching dissolution of it,
[ ever again raise my voice here, ¢ither as a representative
f Gaorgzetown. or ol any other constitueney in the Island
\nd, notwithstauding the high-toned rebuke, whieh the
tlon. Col. Sceretary has assumed to himsell the right to
gstov m me, for iny freedom of speech concerning Ilis

X cy's Message, 1 repeat, the Message is anconstitu-

tional and indelizate; and dire :tly trenches upon our privi-
leges, as tha representatives of the peoy le.
meddling and iaterforence with a matcer the arrangement
of which, properly and wholly belongs to us as all times.
Any and every portion of the public revenue, we should be
left perfectly at liberty to coliect, secure and expend as we
may think best. With respect to the agency, coneerning

which-the Cclonial Seeretary has thought it fit to taunt me,

hie nsserts that [ applied for it, be asserts what
is not correct. 1 tell him, to his teeth, that I never applied
for it; and that, whatever agency I hold, and business I
transact, [ owe it to my persunal character that the one has
seen conferred upon me, and the entrusted to my
management. I have no wish to sound my own trumpet;
but, thanks be to goodness, I can tell the Hon. Colonial
Secretary and others, whatever they may say, that I have
never solicited, by a single line of writing, or otherwise
any agency, emolument, or business, and that all that has
falien to we, I owe to nothing but my personal reputation.

With respect to the change in the system of collecting the

[ say that

olher

{mpost Reveauns, which the Government have in contem-
plation, they all say that the d s should be paid at once,

as in Nova Seotia. [! ‘ol. Seeretary—1 did not say so.]
I'he Hon. Col Secretary did; and one should answer for ali
i not, the Government was a queer ofie. For the present,
however, let that pass. The necessity of making an aiter
ation in the system of eollecting the Impost Revenue, which
they pietend to have discovered, is not, however, so much
attributable to any original defects in that system, as it is
owing to theic own wausteful and lavish expenditure, and
their unwarrantable appropriations ef Revenue; by which
extravagance, notwithstanding the very Jarge amount ol
the Revenue, they bave destroyed public cred t, and brought
themselves to the very
’:,;ian] are they at b(‘in; able to pers thewmselves, that,
by laying their present pecuniary difficulties and embar-
rassments to the eharge of the unferunate w orking of the
system for the collection of the Impost Revenue, they may
probably ward off some of the public indign ition which the

{
{
|
{
|

thronghoat ti

| Hon Cor. Treasurer rose to explain.
{ might bave my own way, that [ would caus)
duties to be paid at once; and sv prevent peisons from
trading in public monies.

Hon. Con. Secrerary.—The fate of the hon. and learned
mewber’s motion will best explain the opinion, respecting
the propriety of Iis Excellency’s S ntertained by
the House. I shall, therefore, say nothiug more councern-
ing it in that light. Tie hon. and learned wember has
said that the fuult is not in the system, but rather in the
iinprovideuce of the Government 1, on the contrary, say
i
rectificati
| from 3 to
| porters.
| can the Governuient, can the Treasury be prepared to m
| the demands made upon thewm, on account of the public ser-
| vice, If the public service cost nothing; or if 1t involved
{ but litile or no

1¢ country.

o

I said
the lmpost

! ) of the svstem. The system gives a credit of

5 wontiis, to-zeneral merchants aand other im-
{low then, I ask, when so long a credit is given,

wat

OF
1
L

expenditure of moneys, then the existence
‘nf such a system of eollecting impost duties, as that which
{is now in operation, might be tolerated; but, when it is
{ found that the supplies for the publie seryice, which should
{ be duly derived from the impost duties, came into the Trea-
'sury so slowly and inopportunely, in consequence of the
long eredits given for the payment of them, that the exi-
| genc
|is surely high time to think of amending thesystem, either
i by shortening the periods of eredit, given to importers, for
Cthe payment of duties; or, perhaps, in some instances, by
doing away with the eredit system aitogether, Vague and
indetinite charges of lavish and wastcful oxy endinn:e. such
as the hon. und Jearned member has prelerred agaiost the

ies of the publie service cannot be duly provided for; it

-

and learn- |

measure for changing the present system of collecting and |

yssible severauce of the political ties, by which Lam | t : A :
. ’ | quired, it could not be obtained; and the Bank would not

consideration of their Leggarly condition bas aroused| '
| pic
1

that if I}

{which, an approaching meeting way very probably call

ia in the system, and the remedy can be tound onlyiin 5|

the hon. and learned member

|
|

§

I have already said, and | say again that ] am most |

'he hon. and learned member has said that we (meaning the |
g

|

|

{ g - A gL

| secariag the payment of 1 Hpost duiies ; but I take leave 1o

;C\'H him that we are nat so, and that we have never yet heen |

{ afraid to introds any measure which we were convineed |

| was requisiie either for the maintensncg or the furtherance
of the best wnte ts-of the country. The hon. and learned

| mewmber has, most indecorously, called His Exccliency a

o, that |

ya. and learned member then said, |

'ments and  the oratory of

Goysenment, he himsell must he very wel
nnrthillg ¢
tions, except in so far as
f him who has recourse to them.
If, however, when the public aceounts shall be belore the
House, the bon. and learned member shall prefer any speci-
fic charges of lavish or unwarrantable expenditure, against
the Goyernmeet, 1 trust we shall be found well prepared to |
repel and disprove them. Uhtil then, his accusations may
weil be allowed to rest without further notice, on the part
of any member of the Government. With respect to the
Jand ageney of the hon. and learned member, I do not know
that I said he applied for it; and he says he did not: but
still that does not prevent my thinking that a friend of his
may have made the np{)lic‘xtiun for him, of which, asit
proved successful, I doubt not he was very glad: and T beg
feave to congratulate him upon its success _uhhough. if
some speak truly concerning their land agencies, they are
not quite so fat as they appear to be. Without any fur-
ther vhservations from me, the House will decide, ou the
Lon. and learned member’s motion, to what degree of res-
peet His Exeellency’s Message is entitled.

Hon. I. Loxawoati.—I cannot support the motion of the

| aware prove their chiel fundamentsl privilege
. and still less effective is the use of coarse appella- | the unconstitutional character of the meseage, that a g
they serve to damage the argu- "

ber of the Government (the Hon. Me. Wightman), has ad
mitted its impropriety, by demurring to the regularity of
sending it to the House whilst actually in session. Of the
correctness of my own view of the message, I, Lowever
needed not his testimony to be convineed ; buc [ am glad of
it, because it shews lat there is a want of unnnimiz, in
the Government, and pleasingly recals to my mind the de.
claration, that n house divided against itseil canniot stapd.
but must fall. Thesame hon. member has said that [ bn..
treated flis Excellency’s message with derision. [ say [
have not; for I consider it to 5: far too serious a watier
for laughter. T say that it is a dictatorial and up.
constitutional message, and as positively a breach of
the privileges of the House. In this there is little
food for werriment; for, if we submit to it, our ocey.
pation will soon be gove, and we shall shortly become, ag
has been said of another chamber, little better than a Cu'un

of Record ; and oar legislative functions be narrowed dowy
and confined to the mere enrolling of the decreces of the Go-
vernment. If cnee we allow the small end of the wed

to be introduced, it will not be found a very dificult bugi.

hon. and learned member for Georgewown. All Messages |
of the Lieut. Governor should be received with respect; but |
[ think that, under Responsible Government, vothing in |
reality afficting, or even only seemingly affecting, the in-
dval;J\'nb Jegislative action or deliberations of this House,
ought to proceed from His Excellency. 1f His Excellency and
his Government thought proper, lust year, to sanction the
measure now in operation forthe colleeting of the Impost

ness to drive it so effectually home as thereby to effect tha
complete disruption of cur constitution. We should then
soon find ourselves compictely under the insolent domination.
of a selfish oligarechy.  Would to God that we had hore the
Government of Canada! There freedom, there responsibil.
ity to the people, appear to be fully understood. There it
has been decreed that no one having any connection with
the collecting of the revenue shall have a seat in the fiouse

Revenue, may it not be asked, why are they not prepared
to s wnetion it now? and, what peculiarity of circumstances
has arisen, except of their own ereiting, to demand or make |
necessary any alteration in the system now! At all events, |
the necessity which it is supposed there exists for its alter- |

[ «tion or amendment, should not, in my opinion, have been |

intimated in the way in which it bas been suggested to the
House. 10 it was thought necessary to bring the subject
immediately under our notice, it should, I think, have been
recommended to our consideration in *¢ the Speech:™” but 1
am sorry that the hon. and learned member for Georgetown |
has proceeded so far as to move the rejection of llis Kxcel-
lency's Message concerning it. That it is the duty of the
flouse to receive respectfully every Message of the Lieut. |
Goyernor, has been urged with perfect propriety; but with
what propriety it can be said, as it has been, by the Lon.

{C¥onial Secretary, that we may be accounted strangers,

rather than Ilis Excellency, I am wholly at a loss 10 1ma- |
[Hon. Col. Secretary- I said nothing of the kind. |
Well, then, I must have quite misunderstood him, Last
year, waen the Revenue Bill was under our ¢ msideration,
thie House, on this side,
bonded warehouse, in which ull imported liguo
on direct pay- |
and all the opposition made to |

L'ill!‘.

wished for che establishment of a
8 mi;hi be
deposited, to be taken out when and as sold,
ment of the duties thereon;
the proposal proceeded, 1 believe, from the other side

Hon. J. Wienryan.—The remarks wade by the bon. and
earned wember for Georgetown, and the motion which he
ax made, relative to the Lieut. Governor's Message, geem |

1

]

I

to me, to have been conecived in asspirit of derision, and to |
: I

t

ala

iave been made with the intention «f throwing contempt |
upon His Excellency. No instance is on record, 1 believe,
of such an act of discourtesy, by a Legislative Lody, towards |
a representative of Mujesty, as that which has just been |
proposed by that hon..and learned member; and ill indeed

it became him,

ty, as

{

for certainly he vnght to have known better. |

[iis Excellene

y's Message does not in any way border upon, |
{ or savour of dictation: 1t merely pointsont, and invites our

attention to a necessity, of the existence of which every

| member of this House, who is as well acyuainted with the

{ finaneial details of the Colony as he ought to

|18 given f

It is an undue | Iy ¥
approjriations, s

i
|
1
!
{
:

{
{
i

{ he canpob. aceort

!

|surer, that all Impost duties should be m:de payable im- |
| mediately.

verge of bankruptey: and \,,‘.),jdiﬂ':rrnt amonts of dutics to be'paid, might, I think, be

be, cannot
All know that, by the Revenue Aet of
fust year, when the duties, to be paid by any lmporter,
amounts to more than £100, credit for the payment thereof
for 12 months, and, with a forther indulgence of
3 months, the credit amounts to 15 months. Now, in con-
sequence of this eredit and indulgence, it unfortunately

happencd that when money for the Road service was re-

but be fully aware.

aceommodate the Government with a loan of £1000, even
on the best segurity which could he given. Such a loan |
however would not have been required, had the duties been
made payable at the end of 6 months.
that time, moneys sufficient would have been collected to
meet all demands, both on account of the road service and
of the free schools. The emergencies of the Government,
in consequence, certainly became pressing and embarrassing:
bat they were very fur irom basing brought it to the verge
of bunkruptey or beggary, the state in which the hon.
learned mewmber for Georgetown has said they were in.
mbarrassment expericnced by the Government was not oc-
casioned, either by livish expenditure, or unwarra itable
ich ns they have been vaguely charged
with, by that hon. and learned member, but were s
atiributable to the long eredit given for the larger amounts

he
e

'
M
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{ with it, at a large disc
| ought to e taken, whereby security co

1f so, at the end of |

uik'!}':

of Assembly; and, by the exclusion of impost colleetors
and other oflice-holders tierefrom. and by denying, to re.
venue officers, even the privilege of voting at the elections
of parlinmentary representatives of the people, the Canadian
House of Assembly have secured to themselves perfect le-
gislative freedom: and the consequences. it camnot be
doubted, will be acts of pure and unseifish legisiation for
the general good of the penple. T certainly do not wish to
treat His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, Her Majesty's
representative, with any disrespect ; but I willi not for

my right of freedom of speech concerning any nct tending
to a breach of our privileges, whencesoever it may proceed.
I'he nct, the message in question has, I believe, been eon-
cocted at the Council Board ; but, even aid 1 logk upoa it
as wholly and directly proceeding from ilis Excellency

| alone, that consideration would not make me in any way

more guarded in my condemnation of it; and yet no one
can be actuated by stronger feelings of loyalty than myseif,
If, on a division, I stand alouz, 1 shall not Le asbamed of

| my position.

Mr. COOPER.—What T think ought to be taken notiee of
is, that, under such ¢ircumstances as those to which the Mes-
1ge alludes, an individual to whom a Treasary Warrans may
have been granted, wants the aoney which it ought t; repré-

i sent ; but, owing to a deficiency in the Treasury, caused hy the

long credit system in operation with respect to the payment
of impost daties, he cannot procure cash for his warrant at
the Treasury ; and, in order that he may procure money for
the relief of his imme ies, e is ohliged to part
r cash. Now some M-e'xkstrel
sould be afforacd thas
I'reasury Warrants, on presentation at the Treasury, would
be paid at once. There was 4 time when they, to whom Tren-
sury Warrants were granted, were ;"m‘mlf\' satisfied to have
them endorsed for interest ; but, owing to the great depression
of trade and the scarcity of money, that was not the case lass
sumwer ; when individuals having contracts were obliged, in
order to procure money to pay their workmoen, to pare wiith
their warrants, at heavy rates of discount, to merchants
baving duties.to pay into the Treasury ; and who, therehy,
obtained an unfair advantage over dona fide public creditors ;
as the warrants so procured by them, at discount, were ve-

mant,

d
ceived, in payment of duties, for their full fucial value at the
I'reasury. 1 hope this will be an efficient warning to cause
such arrangements to be made as shall cause Treasury War-
rants, in futare, to be paid in due rotation.

Mr. YEO.-—I think that shortening the time allowed for
the payment of impost duties would not be a public benefit ;

lit would only he a throwing of stumbling-blocks in way of

legitimate traders. But, at the same time, I think that the
manner in which irregular and unsettled traders, from the
| facilities afforded them by the present system, fili diferent
| parts of the country with their wares, and carry off near!
jall the ready money, is a very serious evii, and one for w'ini/z
As
for bonded ware-houses, it is impossible to establish them st
tall the out-ports; for the paymeat of the nuwmerous officers,
| who would be required to superintend them, w wald be an evil
| almost as serious us any arising from the system which we are
[now called upon to amend. 1 do not speak as one concerned
|on his own account ; for [ do not eare about imporung any
more goods myse f; but 1 see very clearly that some improve-
ment is required, either as regards the mode of collecting the
{impost revenua, or as respects the manner in which it is ex-

|
| it is our duty to provide an immediate remedy, if possible.
| 3

of duties. From their temporary embarrassment, the Bar k | pended. Contractors for ]Ill!)lm works, schoolmasters and
however might easily have relieved them ; and that too | others, who want their money aud cannot afford to lie out of

withoutsuffering any loss, but securing an advantage. Stiil,
however, as desirous to encourage legitimate commercial |
enterprise, [ am an advoeate for credits of due length for
the payment of jmpost duties; and, unless vur mode of

{ doing “business be completely revolutionized throughout

the Island, 'ong eredits must be given. 1fa man imports
eoods to a considerable umount, it is very well known that
ling to our present mode of dving business,
rais jcient by sales thereof in 3 months, to pay the
duties at the expiration of that period. Iis prineipal pay-
ments, for the goods sold, will, in all probability, be 1n
produce; which he will have to ship: and before he can re-
alize money in return, he will have to wait some, perhaps |
a considerable time. The sabjeet is one which imperatively |

sulli

| demands the most serious consideration of this House, for

he vital interests of the country areinvolved therein. Such
a Message as that of His Excellency was certainly called
or; and ought to be respectiully received by the House,
even altbough, us we are 1n Session, it may appear to some
that the intimation which it contains would have been bet-
ter given, had it been conveyed to us, at another time, and
in another way. I cannot agree with the hon. the Trea-

Should they be made 30, the efect would be a
circumseribing of the legitimate trade and cowmmerce of the
country. Credits of 3, 6 and 9 mouths, actording to the

very advantageously given; but, at the same time, I think,
we cancot gaurd too carefully against making any such pro- !
sisions in the Revenue Aect, as afford encouragement and
facilities to flying and-dishonest adventarers, to come in
and in‘ure or rain the fair and settied trader; and also, per-
haps, & ecrtain publie institution, concerning the ]\rinui-l’
which appear to govern some of their trunsactions, it
might not be quite becoming in me now to speak; but of

S

As for bonded ware-
houses, it is quite clear that only one could be provided, |

forth some surprising disclosures.
g

fand that in Charlottetown; and that, therefore, as it could

| riods to 3, 6 and 9 monthe.

Cey [ F

not afford requisite accommodation to all the country, its |
ervetion would be objectionable on the most evident priu-
ciples of justice; but the present system of collecting and
securing the impost daties may, I think, be greatly and
most advantageously emended, by limiting the credit pe-

Mr. H. Havitaxp.—It iwould appear, on this occasion,
as if T had no frieads, either on my right hand or on my |
left, still, I regres not having made the motion, from the
sappating of which my old political friends appear to|

wink ; and, althoazh on a division thereon I may stand
alone, I shall not be ushamed of my position. 1t will, at|
least, be evident that I am not sctuated by party motives.
[ say we have not Responsible Government when we have
not the benefits which such a system should confer upon
us. If we had real Responsible Government would the
Lieut. Governor conceive himself privileged to send, or !

Iwould the Cy'onial Secretary, the leader of the Government |

in this House, consent to bring down-such a message as |
that now under our consideration? No: aud that the|
country is mocked by a name, and deceived by a shadow, |

lin the Speech.

| oceasionally been sent to onc House only.

it, should not be made to suffer fur the benefit of others, by
the continuance of an ill-working system for the collecting
and securing of impost dutics, Bonded ware-houses would be
too expensive ; but I think the system might be improved by
making all small amcunts of duties payahle at once; and by
giving credit, for a reasonable length of time, for the payment
of duties, amounting to such sams as £300 or L-{U().; and
strictly providing that when they became due, they should be
paid at once. Amendment, Lam convinced, is certainly much
needed ; although in what way it is to be obtained 1 cannot
tell. Than the financial resalts of the working of the present
gystem, hardly any could be worse. Such matters may bs in
a very bad state in Cape Breton; but they ocan scaré::ly he
worse than they are here. :

Hon. COL. SECRETARY.—TItappears to mo that the hon.
member hes been speaking against himself. The bringing in
of a largs assortment of goods by irregular or non-resident
traders, and there being granted to them long credits for the
payment of the duties, afiurds them opportunitics to sell off
their goods at comparatively low prices; and, with the moneys
thus realized, to leave the Istand, and return again with new
supplies, to be quickly e1l4 off again, in the same way, whilst

the duties upon both imporiations remain unpaid, to the injory’

of resident established traders; and, in the end, perhayps,
either the Government o their securities are defrauded of the
amounts of imposts dut -com them. Bat, perbaps, this is
wandering from the qu- “.n. To retorn to it : the hon. and
learned member for Geos cown has szid that the communica-
tion made by the Message before us, ought to hi ve been made
Now, by reading a passage from a constita-
tional lawyer,—from May, on the law, privileges, proceedings
and usage of Parliament—an authority to which, perhaps,
that hon. and learned member will modestly defer,—T will

{ show him that Messages, such a8 that of which he has, con-

trary to parliamentary usage, moved the rejection, ought to be
regarded as mere supplements to ¢ the Speech.” The hon.
gentleman then read as follows :——

¢ The subjects of such messages are usually communications
in regard to important public events which requiie the at-
tention of Parhament ; the prerogatives or property of the
Crown ; provision for the royal family ; und various mattersin
which the Executive seeks for pecaniary aid from Pariiament.
They may be regarded, in short, as additions to the roysl

| speech, at the commencement of the Session, submitting other

matters to the deliberation of Parliament, besides the causes
of summons previouely declared. This anclogy hetween a
royal speech, and a message under the sign mannal, is sup-
ported by several circumstances commwmon to hoth. A speecii
is delivered to both Houses, and every message under the sign
manual should also be seat, if practicable, to both Houscs;
but, wiien they areaccompanied by original papers, they have

~ Mr. H. HAVILAND.—As the subject of the Message is
in no way adverted to in ¢ the Speech,” the Message can
hardly be acecounted a supplement, or an addition to it ; and

ineither ean the Message be justly regarded as submitting

another matter to our deliberation, besides those for the dae
consideration of which we have been called together; for the
collection of the revenue is our chief object in every Session.
Although I find no support amongst hon. members with whom

put forth inetead of a reality, is clearly proved by the fact | T almost uniformly act, I still adhere to the opinions which I
that the Lieutenant Governor has conceived hiwself at i- | have expressed concerning the Message ; but it must be very

a

berty to send, and the Colonial Secretary—I beg his
pardon, the Premier, {or so, [ believe, hie 1oves to be ealled
—has not hesitated to present to this House, the represen-
tatives of the people, 8 message which directly sirikes at

o

al

| clear, standing alone as 1 do, with respeet to my motion, that
| I have not made it te serve any party purpose.
(To be concluded.)
R. B. Invive, Reporter.

- So obvious, indeed, jy




