Dear Editor:

The article in the March
8th SUN and the continuing
advertisements have
conpletely and - treachor-
ously misrepresented
Katimavik and the purpose
for which it was created.

Katimavik is sponsored
oy the Defense Ministry,
headed by Barney Danson,
and is completely subsidized
by The Treasury Boarc to
the tune of $10 - $10.5
million a year. It was
astablished to mobilize
youthi«as a- reactlcnary L
force against: the Canadian
people and to use as
cannon fodder in imperialist
wvars, the preparations for
which we see all around
us.

The method employed is
almost an exact replica of
the method used by Hitler
in the 1¢30's in establish-
ing work canmps to mobilize
the Germen youth. In fact,
because cof the ocbvious
similarities between
it and thz Nazl ycuth Pro-
crammes, HKatimavik hages ™
been nicknamed "Bammey's
Brownshirts".

In Katimavik the youth
are recruited for a period
of 10 months during which
they are subjected to
intensive government
propoganda to convince them
to accept the current grave

crisis of the capitalist
system éend to make them
defenders of this system.

The youth are divided up
into 30 cerps across the
country and carry out tasks
"useful" to the commmity.
For this they receive only
$1.00 a day under the
pretext that they have no
need for rore since they
are housad and fed (actually
they are obliged to live
under the worst conditions).

These unpaid youth in

fact simply serve as cheap
manpower . to do work which

Iocal workers-refuse to do
under such conditions. -

A "bonus" of $1000 is
given to those who complete
the ordeal , but the youth
have no right to declare
this money as income on
which they are eligible to
claim wnemployment insuranced

But why is the Minister
of Defepse sponsoring such
a project? The Kitamavik
programme also contains
a "militarny,-eption” under
the direction of the

-Canadlan Amned Forces.

The youth who are selected
to participate in Katimavik
are enocouraged to choose
this option.

In the course of 10
months the youths who
choose this option are put
through the same basic
training as armed forces
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recruits, including the use
of weapons and fascist
military discipline. They
also receive training in
artillery or infantry. In
the final stages of
training, the participants
in the "nulltary optlon"
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are attached to regular
units. ;

The governnent knows full
well that, at present, the
youth would oppose
dbligatory military service:
Therefore, in its
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