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BOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Pivate Secnetary's Fees.
(Debate continued.)

Wenxesoar, Max, 14,
MORNING SITTING,

Mr. Wicaruan then, rose and. said, if
the charges set forth in the Report aguinst
Mr. Haviland, or evenonly a part of them
zould be substantiated, they would esta-
hlish a most serious dereliction of official
duty agsipst that gentieman. ‘The
charges, it was said, were sustained by
the evidenge of facts; but that  they
should be: so,and that the Government
should either have been,ignorant of the
official malvarsations which, it was stated
had on the:pest of the late Colomal Sec-
retary, been. systematically practised for
ten oc'fiffeen years ; or that, being cogni-
sant of them, they should nave winked or
connived at them for so long a.time, was
what he really could not easily persuade
himeelf to believe. Of one thing, how-
ever, he wae fully convinced, and that
was, that it would be altogether irrecon-
¢ilable to the prevailing practice of judi-
cial enquiry, and wholly subversive of
the fundumental principles of justice, for

the House 10 adopt the Report of the
Committe of Euguiry, until the accused
had been, supphied wi'' a copy.of it, and
been allowed a, full and faig, opportunity
to reply.to the criunatory charges which
it costained. lie had often heard of
what was, in Scotland, called ** Jedburgh
law ;" the meuming of which was, hang
g awan fiest, and trying him after-
wards; but he had wsever, until the pre-
sent occasion, heard it seriously proposed
te carry that luw inte effect. He, for one,
was desirous that the whole matier should
be thoroughly investiguted ; for, atterso
much had been said upon the subject,
both in and out of the House of Assem-
bly, and public attention had been so0 1
mediately fixed upon the enquiry, it was
certainly due, not only to the gentleman
whose official chdracter was so seriously
involved 1n the question, but also both to
the couniry and to the House, that it
should undergo a most thorough and
searching investigation, and that the offi-
eial malversation with waich Mr. H. was
charged in the Report, should as speedily
28 possible, be either fully established or
for ever abandoned. But, to that end, it
was certainly necessary, in the first place,
to give Mr. Haviland a fair opportunity to
n;, 10 the charges which werg set forth

st him in the Report; and he (Mr.
W.) thought with the hon, and, learned
igember for Charlotietown, . that he. (Mr.
Haviland) should forthwith be fugnished
with o copy of the Rgport, and, in the
event of the Legislatyre's. being, peoro-
gued as s00n as  was expected, that he
should be aliowed until.the next Session
of the Legisiature to. prepare his anawer.
‘I'e an ndividual who had so long sa.ubiy,
so fuithfully, und so.much to the puhlic
smustacpion, discharged the vangus -
portant public duties whigh had davolved
wpon him, in the course of his. official
career, such ,a postpongment of, Judg-
ment aw that proposed by the hon.and learn
ed member for.Charlottetown,was not vnly
imperatively due, in, ag¢ordance with the
most_obvious principles of . common  jus-
tice ; but,it was alsv.dne. on account of
the personal coneidersiion to  which. ghat
gentieman was entyled, and ougit to be
conceded t himn on that score alpne, even
although no igher obligations of:public
duty required the House to pursue such
a course a8 that indicated jn the Resolu-
tion befure the Committee,

Mr. Pavmsr,in reply, to the hon Mr.
Coles, said that that hon. member, had |
very erronccus g represented the charges
sct forth in the Report, as: being .wholly
sustained by tie evidnnce .of, facta. So
tar,however, was higassertion.from being
true, that, taking alj.and every pasticulur
to which the hon..member had alluded as
facts,.to be reallyand truly so, they were,
altogether. insuffigient, to affyrd . any.
’_nuud.fm the serious adcusationy, pre-
arred by the Report;against. the late,
Colonial Secretary ; fyr the establisment.
of thowe accusationg ageinst that. geutle,
rion, or his exqneration. frow thew, alto-
gether depended upon the constructipn
which might be put upon an Act of Par:
Jmwent, which was differently interpret-.

od, by diffprent individwale.  With re-

spect, however, to some off' the facts, by
which the majority. sought to crimninate
Mv. Haviland, it could eaeily be shown
how very worthless andiinconclusive they
wero as evidence.. One of the proofs ad-
duced: by the -hon, member for Queen’s
County, was, that some of the Marnage
Licenses bore the impression of a Seal,
and others did not. He (Mr. Palmer)had
had the curiosity tos esamine such Li-
cences, and he had\ found that, whilst
some bore the inpression of the Colonial
Secretary's own private Seal, others: bore
that of the Lieutenant Gbvernor’s coat of
arms, and some were impressed with no
seal at all, the impress having been made
by nothing but the end of a ruler, or what
{ever olse had happened to be nearest at
;handito answer the purpose; so little
jinpertance had. there evidently been
huched to the charnoter of the Seal, and
ig0 little could be established by proving
‘that the impression on the Licences was
either one thing or another ; and so far
were such facts from shewing, as the
framers of the Report, and its support-
ters wish to make it appear, that it was
one of the special duties of the Colonial
Secretary to issue all Marriage Licences.
“I'he Committee had, indeed, it seemed,
‘succeeded in persuading themselves, that
they would be ahle to establish their as-
sertion that it was a positive and recog-
nized duty of the Colonial Secretary to
issue such Licences, by referring to or
producing & Licence, signed George
Thresher, Deputy Registrar. That poor
old Mr. Thresher had, in the hurry of
business, inadvertently, and, most likely,
from the force of habit, sppended such a
siguature, as the deputy of Mr. Haviland
in the Office of Registrar, was vesy far
from being an evidence of the asgertion
that such Licences were to be isswed by
Mr. Haviland, not in his capacity of Pri-
vate Secretary, but. inthe dwcharge of
his duties as Cel, Sacretary; and sucha
fact could not, either houestly or reason-
ably, be brought forward in support of
such a viewof the case. T'he adducing
of such g fact and the prominence which
had beew,. given to . it, were evidence
againstthe parties wha had framed the
Repors, shewing how extremely angious
they were to sustain the charges against
Mr. Hawiliand, and; how very little they
were influenced by the spinit of modera-
tion or impartiality. In opposing the.Rie-
solution, which he (Mr. Palmer) had sab-
mitted, the hon member for Queen); |
County-had said, that Mr. Haviand,; had
had tupe sufficient to reply to the charges
preferred against him in the House, te-
cuuse it wgs two yeqars since. they, were
first brought furward. Such an argumeant,
against the course prpposed by the Reso-.
lution, was howeves, destituig.- of esery
value which either right reasan or jystice
could confer. ‘T'he hen. member had swid
that, since Mr. Haviland bad.. not.peti-
tioned the House to be haardin hizowa.
defence, the House were nat.bound, by
any congderations of jyst.ae ta thatgentle:
man, or.regard to their, ewn character, to.
suppiy him with a Copy ef the Report,and.
allow nm time for. explanation or reply.
. Than such an argument,. nothing: eould.
be morg. fallacious and.; decenful:. The
subject of the enqyiry had,it was te
been bafore the Houae forthat periad,bud
would .any just or, reasonable parson.
either suppose, or preswine te arguae, that
Mr. Hawiland ought, to have. stepped far-
ward, and demanded.. to.ba. heard in his
owy. defence, before. big. accusers had
been able 1o agree cnwhat basis,in what
form, or to what exienty the contemplatad
charges could be preferred against.him ?
Sutely not,. It was tine enough, bt only
time, for him to answgr;when the charges
sgaipst him, (having 'been reduced to a
tangible and . settled form, and in that
form exhibited to the Huvse,) could fairiy
be met and withstood. Although . there,
indeed,; seemed never to lave beenany
itention,.on the part of Mr. Haviland’s
accuaers,.to adinip.him to an exercise of
the privileges aceerded to .the accused,
bosh 4 Courts of, Law and in the High
Court of, Parliameat, still , thay felt it ne-
cessary to offer some sort ot. apology for
their arbitrary , denial of them; and the
hon member for, Queen’s County had,
therefore, alleged, that the preasure of
business having prevented the Report's

being brought before the flouse for dis-
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'made it impossible to enter upon the dis-
‘it would, atany ume, after its completion,

‘have been easy for a member of the com-
 mittee to present it, and to move that it

come necessary finally to dispose of the
question:¥ithout further delay.

T'his apology, however, would not
bear exa-ination ; for.,"even admitting 1t
to be truz, that the needful prosecution of
‘public qrestions of general moment nad

cussion of the Report on an earlier day,

should be received and read ; and then to
have followed up the action upon that
motion, by farther moving, that the Clerk
should be directed to furnish Mr. Havi-
land, forthwith with a copy ofthe Report,
that he might have an opportunity to send
in an Answer thereto, before it should be
again recurred to for discussion and de- |
termination by the House: and had. the
accusers of Mr. Haviland had any.inten,
tion to afford him fair play, such: would.
have been the course which—uader. all
the circumstances of the case, and even
without any relaxation of their anzious de-
sire to terminate the enquiry— they would
have determined to papsue. But, harther,
supposing that circumatances had actually.
prcventeg their puesuing that course, and
that it was. really true that the Repost
conld not, by ary means, have been
brewght ugder even the comsory notice. of
the iouse.tdl then, was it right on fair,
that all honourable considarations- of,
juatice should be.apaulled by,that neces~
sity, and that:therefere. Mr. Haviland
should be condemned unbeard ?-Certainly .
it-was not. But; said the. honorable.
nember for Queen’s. Couaty, Mr. Havi-
land had been wanting in proper respects
for the Comupittee of Eingpiry of which ha
was a member, and; as he had not been
called to the Bar-ofthe House, to beg
pardon for so culpable.a waut of courtesy,
it would be.-extending to himthe most
uninerited; induigence to furnish bhim
with a copyof.the Report, and to allom
him time to send.in ananswer to it: - he
had failed to shaw due respect to his pre~
segutors, and therefore the due obser-
veuce of the rules of common.. justice
should be dispensed with in the course
of tha. procedings instituted sgainst him.
Sach,.an argument was, indeed, nothing:
less thun an open avowal of the implac-
ablespjnt in which the inquiry had hither-
te been.prosecuted, and of the determin-
ation ofithe parties who carried it on, to
allow naveonsideration of honar. or justice
o prevent the accomplishmeat of their
design—tie condemnation of, Mr. Havi-
#land, unhgard. By what breach of cour-
esy or want of respect, however, that
gentleman had so grievioualy, offended
the members who composed..the Com-
atee of ngoiry, be (Mr. Pakuagr) could
npe easily, inagine ; knowing, as he and
every one.else did, who had had any in-
tercourse with him (Mr. Havilapd), that
he could net easily be surpassed in urba-
nady ofdemtmem; for he was invariably
E-tle, midd, and courteous to..all; and
one inyshe community was. held in
pigher respact. [Hon. Mr. Coles.. That
was very'doubtful.] The hon. m:ember
for Queen’s County had also said, tin::
the House.of Assembly were the only
competengand proper tzibunal te. decide
the que-tion involyed in :he Report. He
{Mr. Palmer), on the other hand, wae
‘prepared to shew, that the Houge were
by no means competent to decide the
‘matter; for 1he question, when. fairly
stated, was.a purely legal one ; and the
estabiishmaut of a charge coataied in
the Report, or the failuse, depended alto-
gether upon the iegak constiruction of an
Act of Parliament ; and, even, should the
Report be adopted by,the House, and
further action upon;it be referred to the
Governor, it: would, he (Mr. Paliser) had
little doubt, appear to His Exgellency,
that his first duty, with: respect to it, was
to subnit it, in connection with 1he Sta-
tutes to which it had reference, to.his im-
mediate legal adviser, or to the lagal, au-
thorities aytlome, for their opinion. . Phe
sommittee. of Enquiry alleged that Mr.
Havilaads eoncealed the fact of his being
in the receipt ofany Fees as PrivateSecre-
tary ; and relying upon their own alega-
tion as. naestablished fact, had thereon
proucunced judgment against him. Should
Mr. Haviland, however, be allowed to
be heard he would easily be able to shew
that there had been neither mystery ao:‘
concealment in any of his offieial pro--

cuesion at an oarlier period, it wae be-

repested story that there had been ne,
Private Secretary sme: Mr. Haviland's .
appointment 10 the Office of Colonial Se.
cretary, had been answered and refuted
again and again. |t was, indeed, quite
true, that, in the year 1829, whenthe Jute,
Mr. Huskisson wus SecretaryofiState for.
the Colonies, the Salasy, allowed.by. the.
Iperial Government, w|lln.»&w;~;:..
Private Secretary in.thwe Golony, was.
withdrawn ; but it was to be remembered,
at the sameé time, that the withdrawa] of
the salary was not au abolition of she of-
fice ; and so long as the services contin-
ued 1o be performed whether the indivi-
dual performiag them was .appointed to
the discharge oi' them byva,
Commussion.ar olherwise, he was.equally.
;:(beforeg. euidedb;o tl:e_?qo_-: fw't‘-
ies remained: to. rformed,precisely.
as before, anyd Fees fo:eM m
were alson Jeft upon the Statute Boek..
(No! from Mr. Coles.] l, whether ..
wag a fact known to th mc whe
have succeeded one anotber, ynder such o
state of’; thhgn&wmt the Colonial
Sectetary, in ing the ‘r of;
Private éecqetnry. ) e'x'::l‘ed, "ees al
lowed by Statute for their performance,
they all knew very well that he was a)-
ways at the:r beck-and.call—whether for
the purpose of wiiting, a Despatch ora
Gircular, or for the transaction of business -
of even the. most trivial moment,—and
they could mnot reasoaably suppose that.
he could be reqnired to perform a variety
of services, over and above those for
which he received a Salary by Statwte,
without being allowed some remuneration
for such services. “I'he haporable mem-
ber for Qgeen’s Couaty, hag, indeed, told .
them, that the gentleman who had ehi
been concerned in preparing the Bill
the commuting of the Fees of Office of
the ColoniaiSecretary for a certain Sals-
ry, had said, that at the time of the
ing of the Rill, it was generally ,px .
8tood, in thg: House, that the Saldry was
to be in lieuspf all Mees whatsceyer., In .
answer to that, he, (Mr. Polmer) bad only.
to say, that that gentlewan, (Mr. Thomp-
son of Georgetown), had,, voluntarily told
Mr. Haviland,in his own office, that there
had never been the n.ost remote intentior .
or idea of interfering with his Private
Fees; but only with these. which he re-
ceived in hig public capacities of Colonial
Secretary and Registiar,, He (Mr. T.)
had swied precisely the same thing 1o
hun (Mr.1.) and as he believed him to bea .
genieman who scorned a lie, he would
take leave to consider us unwoithy of
credit, what hgd been sdvanced to the
contrary by the hon. meniber for Queen's
County. By mgans of the malignant and
slanderovs unpatetions which the parties .
wiio had framed and supported the Report,
had cast upon the characte: of Mr. Havi-
land, in sheir polnical progresses through-
out the ceuntry, and by other represenia-
tions, equaliy false and wialevelent, they
had.partially succeeded in deciaving the
people, n aifferent sections ofithe Isiand,
and-in gauming their confidence and sup-
port:.and now, conscious how very fas
theywere from having it.in their power
to fuitil the promises which they madeat
teis. public meetings and.on other ocea-
sions, they weie. determined by sdopting -
the. Report, 1o keep up. the dm.:f IE
loi.g as pussibles;. andyuouc of doors w
wake trivmphant refcrences to itand to
fay 1o the people, * Louk,at the Report.,
whigh.has been tound correet, and adopt-
ed-by the Assombly, and you will see that .
we told you nothing Lut the truth con-
cerning the corsupt:on of the Government, .
which we huve overthrown.” That was
the use which the majority intended to
make. of ity and 10 sonie extent, aud fora
little. time, it mizht serve them ; but nei-
ther that mar an) uther of their fallacious .
schemes and devices, would long eave
them. from detection and conjempt, They
were aware that it behoved them to meke
good a semblance of truth i, support_of
the malignant slanders which they had,
with mueh indastry, spread abroad, snd
on the maintenance of which their ewn
popularityy in a great degree, depended.’
It wonld, indeed, be a breaking down uf
the credit, wiich some of the individusls
of that party had obtained amor.gst i.e
constitveticies of the Colony, shou!d net
the majority of the House ruily round them
10 susiuin and give effcct 10 the Repery, .

ceedings. Agd, as to the gld and ofien

by efusing to Mr. Havilend a fair oppor-
tunisy to disproes the chargee egans.




