P.M.Who?
MEETING WITH

By ALAN SMITH (HOOT!)

Thursday, Nov. 10. At what turned out to be (fraom
y perspective at least) a splendid performance of
ole playing, President-designate Dr. P.M. Meincke was
shered into Duffy Amphitheaatre to face his first
lirect enocounter with the Student Populous of U.P.E.I.
fon arriving, I am sure he didn't consider it to be
wch of a challenge to tackle.

Before the details, I must,at the outset, pay
Tibute to the noble efforts of our. Student Union
Xxecutive in upholding the necessary protocol which
joes along with such visits. Student Union President,
eorge McGibbon, appeared satisfied for his opening
tatements to the general assembly, he felt quite at
ome at the podium.

A number of things might account for that, I
uppose. Specifically I would suggest TWO which
ppeared cbviously related: (1) Mr. McGibbon is now
etting used to his position as president,-and
2) his highly favourable remarks concerning Dr.
keincke's credentials, abilities and character were
dhered to by a very limited crowd. A group camprised
@ainly of. the same partisan supporters who continue
o care to all student assemblies.

Yet, one would do as well to leave that neither
1ere nor there. Iet me first make a few comments on
Jr. Meincke's address and then buzz off, oh.

He presented a very short address to a very
scant representation fram within the student body.
Inclusive within his talk was the suggestion that here
at U.P.E.I. we have avaLLablc_ the conditions allowing
tor very "warm”" human relationships. (Just in
»assing, he was later asked whether he had ever spent
a winter on P.E.I. To this he had to reply no. I got
the J'mprecsion however, that in the first instance,
ais troughts were not meant to be with environmental
conditions) .

He went on to state that he considers the
"quality of -education" at our university a very hiah
standard. = Linking this with the commmnity at large
ne stated that the university has to be sensitive to
society and not situated in an isolated tower of its
own. We have to be a responsible resource aid for the

problems of society. One example of this aid was
mentioned in regard to the activities of our highly
respected Business Department in the development of
new business practices throughout the Island.

Dr. Meincke went on to caution, however, that
we cannot became subject to various flaws of society

in our interaction with it. We must affirm a certain -.

rigidity of our own, as a university, if we are to-
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function properly within an J_nstltutlonal ffan‘ewmb? k7

The floor was open for questioning after thls,

ww~intended, short address. He commented that there :
~were many things which he Had vet to learn in regard® '

to the daily affairs of our student situation here at
U.P.E.I. But generally, the questions he was asked
to deal with were answered with great ease. His
administrative background became quite apparent
throughout the question perlod

M F e :

He ad<nowledged only a vague awareness of
the problem the student body has faced in
regard to the Landlord Tenant Act., But, for
the most part, the.questions were specifically
directed towards the related prablems he will
face in moving into this new administrative
position. :

The question was raised concerning his teaching
career. He affimmed that it is a "good way to stay
in touch with reality"(!!!) but was not sure if
his position would allow-him the time to permit 1ts
continuance. H;e did express hope that it would,
however. : 3 ;

All in all, then, a very SO-SO meeting with our
new President. I do wish we could get over these
rigid formalities sameone feels we must adhere to
in these meetings, however. really, when you are
‘dealing with an assembly of 35 tco 40 people, why
the hell do we need to address the others present
through a microphone? It is my contentiorn that
things would become a hell of a lot freer in these
assemblies of ours if all the formal crap was cut -

=

to a minimum. v i RS A, T

I realize that order must be held! But easy
does it on that argument O.K. Hopefully we're
adaptable enough to speak out respectful of the
others present. Mikes burn me — even if these
things are recorded. What'$ the sense. in hstem.ng
to a formal program, on tape, if the dam neet_mg
is so tight and melancholic that nothing much is
stated or asked? One would do just as well to sit

-in front of the T.V. set at the Panther Tounge for

the hour! Now really, Dr. P.M. Meincke - I don't
even know what nls flrst name is!

~

CARE.
~with all your heart...

Your gift to CARE can provide nourishing
food for infants, pre-school and school-
aged children, day after day, to preventand
overcome the devastating effects of mal-
nutrition; plus - information for their
mothers on nutrition, hygvene sanitation
and family planning.

Send your donation to-day to

CARE Canada

Dept. 4, 1312 Bank St., Ottawa K1S 5H7
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