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AL this momme fnén the daniger
was most critical, w startling interruo-
i from the yrison yard. Round |
th Ang strade a sentinel, rifle
on shot Y He marched down the
aven beneath the .very roses of the
frightened fugitiv staring straight
ahead u r th f his cap. He
failed t see the log projecting from
the stockade, and, ‘gatching his foot on
the end, down he went with a crash
full length on the ground.

“Jump qQuick,” whispered Platof!,
and all three sprang from the stockade
together lard heavily on the
gnowy crust below

“Don’'t rise,” said Platoff. *“ Follow

nd knges."” He crawled

darkness at a

me on hands a
into the

away speed
» boys Tound difficult to equal.
to their right, they saw the
cor el still mationless at his post

Whether he was facing them or not
it was i to tell Foot by foot
they left the stockade behind, and stiM
the was unbroken Then on
the night air rose a single loud cryv.
It was answerall by a shout, and then
gnother and another boom thundered
from the little cannon in the courtyard
and the echoes quivered through the
valley.

Platoff leaped ‘to his feet. * The alarm
gun !” he exclaimed. “The whole set-
tlement kmows we are free, Run as
y0u never ran beéfore and keep me al-
ways in sight.”

With great strides
ward over the snow.
came Maurice and Phil, mazed at
their own speed. The sentry, catch-
ing a fleeting glimpse of the fugitives,
raised his rifte and fired. The bullet
whistled rverhead. He fired again,
shooting aimilessly into the night.

Six times the rifle cracked, and the
red flash bluzed briefly athwart the
darkness. Then came silence, an om-
inous, fateful calm, and the daring
fugitives fleeing across the valley
fleard nothing but the rapid tramp of
their own footsteps. In single file they
sped over the deepening snow, fac-
ing the emtting blast and breathing
quickly thromgh clinched teeth.

Platoff ran at 'the head, every mus-
cle straired, his ears alert to catch
the faintest sound. From time to
time he utteredl ¢heering words to his
companions.

Before them and on both sides was
darkneoss, but looking over their shoul-
ders they saw the twinkling lights of

mpossihl

gilence

he plunged for-
Close at his heels

the prison still perilously close at
hand.
Twice Mamurice stumbled, exhausted

by the fearful strain, but Platoff drag-
ged him to his feet with new encour-
agement,

Then Phil gase out
and his companions
along between them.

“You must keep up,” said Platofr,
impatiently. ‘ See, we are on the down-
ward slope now. The river is not far

almost entirely,
had to help him

All three sprang from the stockade to-
acther.

off. Once there we are cemparatively
safe."”

“ Listen. What is that ?” cried Mau-
tice, and as he spoke a dulll noise was

heard in the distance that seemed to
&r'ow more distinct each second. Pla-
tff threw himself upon his knees and
put his ear to the ground. “As I
theught,” he exclaimed, * the mouited
Cos sacks are coming. They will SXIX"."JI]
in all directions and carry on the
search in squads of three amnd four.
Now is the time to show your speell
Here, give me a hand, each of you.’

He dashed off again, fairly dragging
his companions with him. Faster and
faster they ran, louder and louder grew
the trampling of hoofs in their rear,
and then with a sudden effort they
checked themselves on the bank of the
Kara.

“Here we are!” exclaimed Platoff,
fervently. * There is one important
thing in our favour. The direction in

Which we must go is the very last one
that will pe suspected. But it will be
& terrible ordeal and full of suffering.
Can you endure it, do you ‘think ?”

“What do you mean ?” asked Mau-

Ce, not quite catching his meaning.

“The water,” was the reply, * the
ley channel of the river. We must
Wade for several miles. It is our last
and only hope.”

Little wonder that the boys recoiled
at this prospect. They were suffering
intensely now from the bitter cold.
Platoff gave them no time for delib-
eration.

”:“ .:h:pq-ui sturdily off the bank into
““hrunmn;: water, .n’l they followed
, Outvho-sim:mn. The lara is a riv-

: ‘,’"1." In aame. The channel is shal-
Lr“ and not ! than (hirty yards
0”-’}!1 at the widest part. The water
‘m“s swiftly over a gravel bed and
o4 Ong big stones that rise in profu-

on above the surface. Reing fed en-

nore

;“"")' by mountain springs, it never
Teezes in winter, though a fringe of

lee forms eb the edges, and floating

-
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cakes ure '‘dorne down with the current.
T fagitives waded into idstream
through water waist-de«

We 'must throw these bloodhounds
off the track,” id Platoff, “and I
think T 'know how to do it.”

He led the way across to the other
shore and climbed out on the bank
* Now ome with me,” he said to
Maurice No, you stay here, right
on this rock,” he added to Phil, who
started to follow, ‘Two of us will
Be enough.”

He dashed off at right angles to the
stream, and halted thirty or forty
yards from the bank Then, still foc-
ing forward, he bhegan to take great
strides | Kward ward the river, bid-
ding Maurice to do the same.

“ It will appear as though there were

four of us,” he remarked, * but no one
will notice that.”

‘“But what wil they do when they
come to the end of our tracks 7" ask-
ed Maurice.

“They won't wait that long,” laugh-
ed Pilatoff, “If they discover that
we have crossed the river at this
point, they will dash off at full speed
\_\H.‘:w:n attempiing to stick te our
footprints.”

They soon reached the water again,
much tc Phil's relief, who could not
imagine what they were trying to do.

The mounted pursuers were alarm-
mgly clese to the river by this time.
Without a second’s delay Platoff start-
e€d up the channel, followed closely by

the boys. Their sufferings were al-
most forgotten in the fear of Tecap-
tuse. They pressed forward over the

slippery stones, waist-deep
but mostly barely knee-deep.

at times,

It was snowing so fast and thickly
that only the merest outlines «of the
shores could be seen.

As Platoff had predicted, the tramp
of the horses now seemed to come from

various directions, as though the
trocpers were spreading over the plain.

A stray light was visible here and
there, and occasionally the <cannon
boomed afhove the ncise of the water,
gpreading farther and farther the
news of the escape.

Before the first of the horsemen
reached the river the fugitives were

some distance up stream, and it was
impossible to teli whether their tracks
were discovered or not. At times the
sounds of pursuit seemed to die out
in the distance, only to return closer
than before. Iieycnd a doubt the Cos-
sacks were on bhoth sides of the atream,
and the general iocation of the fugi-
tives seemed tc be suspected, for the
horsemen could be heard galloping to
and fro within a limited space.

The darkness of the night and the
Ariving snowstorm placed the odds
against the pursuers.

“ They will never think of looking
for us in the water,” remarked Platoff.
“We are safe here if we can only hold
out.”’

Mhat was a formidable
ever, and the sufferings which
boys endured that night they will
never forget. Toiling painfully from
rock to rock, thev crept up s€tream
through an icy current. At first the
pain was agonizing, but presently
thweir limbs were benumbed and weak,
and they found it difficult to move.
Sometimes they crept out on big recks
and stamped up and down or rub-
bed their legs with their aching
hands, until they were able to pro-
ceed arain. Several times moumnted
soldiers passed close by along the
shore, and the fugitives bent Tow
among the stones until the danger
was over. Not a murmur escaped
Platofl's lips.

He went resolutely forward, seeXing
oat the easiest channel, and showing
the bovs the way. The force of his
example helbed them to endure their
sufferings with comparative fortitude.
For two haurs they marched up the
bed of the river, stopping for short
intervals of rest. The immediate dan-
ger seemed to be past. Oceasional
sounds of pmrsuit still floated up the
velley, but mo horsemen had approach-
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Positively cured by these
Little Pills,

They ziso relieve Distress from Dyspepsia,
Indigestion and Too Mearty Eating. A per-
fect remedy for Dizziness, Nausca, Drowsi-
ness, Pad Taste in the Moutl, Coated Tongue
Pain in the Side, TORPID LIVER.
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable

Emall Pill. Smail Dose.
i3 . Small Price.
Substitution

the fraud of the day-.
See you get Carter’s,
Ask for Carter’s,
Insist and demand
carter's Little Liver Pills,
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oment when Pla-
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ridge Plat hi d and point-
to the distant hits of the settle-
three ile é gl en-
1 hat prison for the last time,”
i caid, impressive nd done my
last dav's work in yvonder mines |
will never be taken back alive.
He was silent for a mor nt, nd
Fen, in a more cheerful tane, he re-
ned :—* But it is time to the
cave We must journey two miles
along this ridge.”
5 on’t our tracks in the snow bhe
discovered 7" asked Maurice, as they

It will soon sno
ed Flatoft, ®“and fill 1
bevand 111 discove
d then it not 1
cur pursuers will vi
The truth of this
readily apvarent, and
“n\\w‘! f“"'ll' lea l.{ with
than the: had kn

months, walkingz ranidly
circulation i«

10 restore
their benumbed liinbs.

The way was rough end stony, but
Plateft pressed on without stopping.
and finally paused by the side of a
huge rock.

‘ Yonder are the pine trees,” he said,
pointing ahead. “It must be the
}lace, for 1 have noted the spot while
marching to the mines, and they are
the only trees on this ridge.”

CHAPTER XVIII.
OFF AT LAST.
The party pressed eageriy forward

and were soon standing in the shadow
of the pines. The trees were indeed
seven in number, all of mammoth size
and growing close together on the very
verge of the clifft, Huge rocks were
scatltered about in all direct
" Now for the cave,” said
he began to go over the
trees, inspecting

closed by the seven

€very stone and peering into cach
cranny, The boys joined in the
search, but in spite of their efforts the
location of the cave remained undis-
covered. With nervous haste they
went over the ground again and again,
afraid to confess their own fears.

Finally Maurice crept to the verge of
the cliff and locked down. The rock
had a sheer descent for a distance of
forty or fifty feet. At its base the
hiil sloped more graduelly toaward the
Valley. ' Four foet Milew ok doat WOE
a& narrow platform, on which grew a
few scrubhby pine shoots.

Impelled by a singular impulse,
Maurice cautiously lowered kimself to
this cage, and stooping low was con-
fronted by a hole of i{mpenetrable

blackness,

" The cave, the cave ! he cried, and
Platoff and Phil were quiciil; at his
side.

Together they crawled into the open-
ing, which led downward at a sharp
argle. The passage became wider and
higher, and 1in a short time they reach-

ona.
i latoff, as
sround en-

cd a level space,.
I have found something,” exclaim-
ed Pla:off, who was ahead. * Clothes,

firearms—yes, and matches,” he added,
Joyously; *a tin box c¢f matches.”

The boys heard something rattle, and
then their eyes were blinded by a
bright light. They were able to see
clearly in a moment, and the sight that
met their gaze was a strange one.
They were standing in a circular cav-
ern, twenty feet in diameter and six
feet or more in height. The floor and
walls were dry, and the atmosphere
was warm and pleasant.

‘*“Here are the things which that
brave girl has provided,” =aid Platoff,

pointing to a heap on the floor. * She
has overlooked nothing. There are
even candles,” And taking one from

a box he lit it with the burning match
and placed it in a crevice on the floor.
With trembling hands they turned over
the articles, uttering cries of delight
at everv new discovery.

'There were three complete outfits of
clothes, coarse, heavy garments, such
as are worn by the Russian peasants,
including trousers, flannel shirts, and
thick, warm coats. In a canvas bag
were two silver-mounted revolvers,
with accompanying boxes of shells, and
a sharp krife in a sheath, while an-
other and larger bag contained a sup-
ply of provisions, bread, tea. and dried

meat, enouch for two weeks at least,
Platoff declared.

In addition there were a dozen can-
dles, while it remained for Maurice to
make the most important find of all, in
Platoff’s estimation—a leathern belt,
which proved to contain one hundred
raubles in silver,

“With that money,” asserted the
Russian, *“ we can purchase food along
the way, and we shall be regarded

with less suspicion. Everything is now
in our favour. I believe that we ca

reach Viadivostock in safety. Heaven
bless that noble girl ! Platoff broke
off abruptly, and covering his face with
his hands sank to the floor, overcome
with emotion.

The boys, too, lost all control of their
feelings. Phil sobbed aloud, and Mau-
rice, with an overflowing heart, knelt
on the rocks and uttered a grateful
prayer.

At last Platoff rose to his feet and
dashed the moisture from his eyes.

“We had better change our clothes,"”
he said, “ or we shall be ill from that
Icng journey in the water.” This sug-
gestion was welcomed, and the boys
flung off their wet garments with all

haste. Their new attire proved 1o
be an excellent fit, so much so, in-
deed, that Platoff's curiosity was

arovsed.

“If that girl knew nothing of yaur
companions,” he observed, shrewdly,
“how did she choose such suitable
garments 7

“ She probably had seen both Phil
and me,” replied Maurice, with a
smile, ‘“and kpnowing that my third
companion was to be a Russian she
naturally procured a larger set of
ciothes. You Russians ace a big race,
you see.”

“Yes, ves, that's it,”’ remarked Fla-
toff, well satisfied with the explana-
tion.

How the brave maiden had succeed-
ed in getting the things and convey-
ing them to the cavern was a prob-
lem none could clearly understand. It
Lkad undoubtedly Dbeen accomplished

wilh eunsidemedde Wi o ot witk
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SO 1rom olner Armms, rrom nat
moment Maurice felt that in spite of
Fls unjust treatment he would always
have a s=oft srot in his heart for a
netion that could produce such speci-
wens of young womanhood.

Sleep was impessible under the cir-
cumstances, and all remained awake
until a faint gray steak shining into
the cavern announced the approach
of dawn. Platoff crept to the en-
trance to make a recovnoissance,

“All is well,” he declared, on hisg
return. “ Our hiding place is perfect-
ly safe. The rine scrubs on the ledge
hide it completely. It is
hard, and our footprints
de stroyed long ago.
added, * they would never search for
us here. It is even probable that
when they fail to discover us they will

Enowing
have heen
And besides,” he

believe we have verished under t,.e
srow, and will abandon the pursuit.
We will remain here for a week at
least, probablv two weeks. Then it
will be safe to start.”

‘What kind of country must we
travel through ?” asked Maurice. “ Iy
it wila 7

“Yes,” said Platoff, “the valley of
the Amur is wild and desolate. The

rest road follows the river, of course,

with stations at leng intervals, but
we must aveid that. There are
wolves and deer in the hills, and fich

in the river,
Vladivostock
abound. But

while in the
fierce tigers
with our arms
bave litile cause for fear.” Platofl
Spoke more fully concerning the val-
ley of the Amur, answering the hoys’
questions with a readiness that prov-
€d him to be acquainted with the gen-

of
said to
need

vicinity
are

we

eral nature of the country.
At last, after a hearty meal, they
went to sleep with a feeling of abso-

lute securitv.

When they awoke, it was apparently
late in the afterncon. It was still
srowing, and so thickly that from the
mouth of the cavern it was impossible
te see any distance into the valley.

For several dawys this sterm contin-
ued, and the fugitives felt thankful,
indeed, for their sccure refuge. The
time nassed monotonously, it is true,
but they had plenty to eat, and were

comfortably warm. Melted snow supe

plied them with water. .
Gn the fourth day the weather
changed, becoming clear and cold.

From the ledge it was possible to see
across the valley to the settlement.

wThey ere mounted Cossacks returning
from the gearch.”

The prison and many of the houses
were in plain view, but at such a dis-
tance all seemed peaceful and serene.

Late that afternoon, before the sun
went down, Platoff pointed to two

dark spots approaching the prison from
different directions,

“They are mounted Cossacks return-
ing from the search,” he said, confl-
dently. ‘It will soon be safe for us
to leawe.”

‘“But will they give up the pursuit
entirely 77 ananired. Bhil.

(To be Continued.)

What love can
compare with the
tender self-sacrificing spirit
of the weary, watch-worn
mother by the side of her
suffering little one? Such mothers take
little or no account of their own weariness
and weakness, but keep on until they drop.
They seldom realize how completely their
baby’s health depends upon their own.

Every mother, and every woman who ex-
pects to be a mother, ought to obtain the
health - bringing, strength -creating assist-
ance of Dr. Picrce’s Favorite Prescription.
It gives ela‘tic endurance to the organs
concerned in motherhood, and nourishing
witality to the special 1 -~ve.centers.

Taken early during gcestation, it makes
motherhood perfectly safe and almost pain-
less. Its beneficial effect is transmitted to
the child in increased constitutional vigor.
It protects the motlior arainst relapse and
improves the quantity and quality of nour-’
ishment during the nursing period.

It reinforces tired over-wrought women at
every critical stage, and heals the special
diseases to which they are suhbject. It was
designed for this express purpose by an
educated physician and skilled specialist.

Dr. Pierce has devoted thirty years to this
particular field of practice. His thousand-
page book, the ‘' People's Medical Adviser,”’
will be sent free, for 31 one-cent stamps to
pay the cosf of customs and mailing only,
Or, cloth-bound for 50 stamps., Address,
R. V. Pierce, M. D., Buffalo, N. Y.

Mrs. J. B. Clough, Box 203. Lishon, Grafton Co.,
New Hampshire, writes: “I am the mother of
a nice haby four and a half months old. Heisa
Perfcct child and weighs about eighteen pounds.

f you remember I wrote you about a year ago
sbout my condition. I cannot give too much
wmredse to vour ‘ Favorite Prescription ’ as it saved
me & grost deal of suffering. I got al(m‘ re-
mashakly well, tkis being my first baby.”

The latest fad in gentlemen’s collars, the
ba quet ard reception, just opened at
F. Perkins & Co.Sunnyside.

Lambs-woo! socke for men

at F.

Perkins & Co., Sunpyside,
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Fineness of f't and finish,and patural as life are the qualitie s
o of our artficial teeth,
) Having tle best fitted Dental Mechanical Department east
of Boswon, fitted with all the latest and best improvements
el and under perconal &1 p:rvision of a epecialist in that line
of work, is the reason why our Artiticgd Teeth are such a
e guccess, *
o buring the past year we have wade 257 sets of Artifical
Teeth, for patients from all parts of P. E.1. and we
prile ourselves that satisfectior is given ‘n every case,

You can eat with them
Fou can talk with them.
Vou can sing with them.
You can laungh with them.
You'll Have Comfort With Them

; You forget that they are Artifical, and
distingnish them from natura! teeth

You can call in in the morning and have vour tezth same
day. Persons from a distance will find this a great
advantage, as they do not have to loose time by waiting,
and our facilities for quick work is the reason of our low
] prices,

We makk Ariifical Teeth withont plates,

We put gold fillings in Artifical Teeth.

We use best materials,

We carry 300 seta to choose from.

We gusrantee :atisfaction or nogmoney.  Teeth extracted
FREE when new teeth are ordered. PAINLESS DEN-
TISTRY by uce of our famous BERLIN METHOD, or by
Electricity, you have your choice. Warranted work, low
prices. Inssection invited, examinaticn free. Open
evenings 7 to 8.

BERLIN DENTAL PARLORS,

Over Store of Prowse Bros.
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no person can
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Examine Our Stock
of all Wool
Beaver Overcoating

All well made and first class trimmings,

Prices 814, $16. 318 and up-

Those in need of a winter overcoat, should call and see
these wonderful values before purchasing-

JOHN MACLEOD &CO

MERCHANT TAILORS. .

b s o it L B L o L T UL, S

Headquarters for Shoe Bargains {

Macdonald’s
Market Square.

Look for your fall and wiater Boors, from us, We
are seiling at the lowest price yet. Womens
strong leathr bocts fur 75e. children’s strong
boots 5@¢, men’s strong boots $1.00. Other
lines equally lov. You will be sorry if you buy
without seeing ourprices.

;T. B. Macdonald&Co

FOR SHOE BARGAINS.
o Ko o ooty iyt ot ) - Moot i it Kot
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200 Bicycles Wanted

To be stored (free of charge) for the winter, and cleaned
repaired, nickeled or enameled, thoroughly renewed, ready

for spring.
ENAMELING

+  We use the highest grade Epamel (black or colors) that
money can buy in New Yorx, and dafe it on in a manner that
the most fastidious cannct criticize, and the cost is the same
as others charge for ordinary paint, See sample at shop.
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W P. DOULL, Kent Stieet.
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