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- Strange But True

By F. H. MacArthur

Chapter II
SCHOOL DAYS

No sooner had he gone when
our mischief making broke out a-
gaim “and al] went merry as a
marriage bell.”

Teacher tried to take up where
he” left off, and once again the
school room resounded with the
rat-tat-tat of dried beans -
gainst the blackboard,  Things
were becoming natural again in
the little red schoolhouse by the
side of the road.

My second and last teacher be-
gan his duties when I was a hoy
of ten. I recall now that some
of the big boys had quit schoo.
for keeps. This didn’t mepd mat-
ters a great deal for the small
boys ' had fallen into the habits
>f the older pupils, and had pick-
sd up quite a lot of new tricks
sf their own

“Give 'em plenty of long-tailed
)ats,” was what the trustees told
lhe new master. “Put the feavr
o the Lord into their Thearts
ight at the bezinning and vou'll
yet along fine”

The trustees could
their advice to

have kept
themselves.

Teacher ‘No. 2 didn't need advice
from anyone when it came to
putting a school in order. He
knew how to wield the ‘cat 'o
nine tails,” and he wielded 1t
with vengeance. But before he was
teaching a week he gave me the
soundest whipping I ever received,
but later discovered that I was not
the guilty party .

“Never mind,” he soothed. “I
will place this to your credit for
future misconduct, and I reckon
it won't be long before the ac-
count will be balanced.”

His prophecy came true. The
next day I put sneezing powder
on the big-bellied stove.

. s

When teacher went to his place
of boarding for dinner our gang
rolled huge snowballs often weigh-
ing a hundred pounds or more.
With these we barricaded the door
fand kept the master outside and
the girls inside, while we shrieked
with laughter from the shelter of
the well-trimmed hedge that stocd

between the south side of the
schoo] grounds and the nearest
house,

| By working together, the teach-
ler and the girl pupils finally re-
'moved the snow mounds and
school resumed again as if nothing
out of the way had ever occurred.
! But that wasn’t the end of it.
No siree! After school was et
lout for the dav our gang was or-
' dered to stay in and give an ac-
Icount of our evil deeds.

Not one of us opened our
mouths, We had no comments
to make, The next move was up

to the masfer. Silently we waited
for him to open up and crack
down on us.

Suddenly his hand went to the
drawer of his desk and as sud-
denly- it came out—no, not with
the cat o' nine tails— but with
the whittled down broomstick
which was used to point out places
on the maps. We puplls looked
at each other in amazement.
Then we looked at the teacher.

Surely he didn't mean to flail| my face where the missle hit
us with such a weapon. That|swelled to twice its normal size
was his idea in a nutshell. Each|and my left eye looked like the

of us received five whacks on
each hand—there were no gentle

strokes either, and there being|came over to our place and ex-
fourteen of us involved In the| plained to mother how he'd hit
snowmound episode the total|me ‘instead of the squirrel he’d

number of strokes added up to
to 140. 'Teacher's arm must have

ached from all that whacking. I

know that 14 bays went home

nursing swollen hands and began

to believe that after all teacher

was the real boss of our school
. - .

Noon hour was always a gala
time in the old country school at
Cornwall. In summer we¢ fished
in the nearby mill dam, or walked
on top of the thick hedge to the
south of the school, or played a
sort of baseball game with rules
of our own making.

In the winter we skated, fought
fierce snowball battles, and tor-
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Ito the screaming girls if they
didn't behave themselves and
quit interfering with his job of

tured the emall boys as we had
been tortured by a generation of
bullies before.

Once during the helght of a
snow battle, Big Hugh Walker
whamed me smack on the cheek
with a snowball into which he'd
placed a tiny stone to give it more
carrying power. I thought some-
body had hit me with an- ake.
Stars appeared in my crown for
the first time, and for the epace
of seconds I thought I'd lose my
dinner. But being British I man-]
aged to hold onto it. The side of

moon under full eclipse.
That evening a penitent Walker

aimed at. Of course, mother
didn’t believe a word of his story
but she smiled, stroked Hugh’s
head, and said, “Never mind, Hugh,
I know just how such thirigs hap-
pen. Never mind. Go home and
be a good boy.”
. .

Our school literally flowed— or
should I say it swarmed with mice
of all sizes. There were little
mice no Jlonger than the first
Joint of a small boy's little finger.
We couldn’'t see them but we could
hear them squealing or whatever
kind of a noise they make— in
between the walls and guarded by
their parents, aunts and uncles,
and ‘great-grandparents.

This happy family thrived on
cheese, bread crusts, and other
odds and ends of discarded
lunches, The four corners of the
big room was riddled with holes
like the end of a garden sprinkler,
and each hole was manped by the
captain of the mouse &lan. At a
given signal from the leader, the
mouse tribe came from their
places of hiding, seized a mouth-
ful of food and then scurried back
to their place of hiding to ea'
their meal at leisure.

What fun it was to watch the

mice! But then there was always
something exciting going on )n‘
our ‘school. Not a dull moment
ever,

The mice didn't have it all
their own way either. Purdy

Scott was their sworn enemy and
it was he who took upon himse!f
ithe duty of killing and roasting
{them when his luck ran high.

‘ Every noon hour Scott would
I'stand in the corner, poker in hand,
and whale the daylights out of
l'every mouse that poked its nose
out of a hole. These he'd roast
| on the top of the big - bellied
| stove, and threaten to feed them

executioner of the mice clans.

When not going up and down
the aisles on catlike feet, teacher
occupied a large chair in front ef
a large desk. The desk and chair
stood on an elevated platform, so
that from  his place of vantaze,
the master was able to cast an eye
down on every pupil and thus
nip in the bud most of the
schemes forming in the minds of
the scholars. I recall one of tne
boys who had a mania for put-
ting his large head through the
frame of broken slates and anoth-
er whose chief pastime was racing
ants up and down his slate, Then
there was the girl who always
fainted at the sight of blood. Some
of the older boys would prick their
finger tips with a pin and squeeze

the young lady faint.

Not all the pranks were played
during school hours, however.
Some we played on the way to
and from school. Ome of these
'T shall tell you about happened at

Hyde's dam. The boys didn't like
‘the old miller and the miller did-
n't like the boys hanging around
his pond, fishing and skating. Ev-
cry day he'd chase us away from
his property but we'd cenmie back
just as often to plague him. But
the big day — it was after
school hours in the late Fall and
the jce was none too good— was
when Hyde came roaring after us
and plummeted right Into the
water up to his chin. It took
him some time to get'out of his
predicament and he had to man-
age it under his own power. Not
one of us as much moved a mus-
cle to help him.

He acted worse than ever to-
wards us after that and to get
even some of our gang went to
his stable one mnight and gave
his milk white mare a generous
coating of eand and molasses.
Next monring when the owner of
the horse went to hitch her up
to haul his toll-flower to mar-
ket, he found .Nellie's stall a
wreck. She had scratched her-
self through a couple of par-
titions, That same day Nellis
got her first haircut and you
wouldn't recognize her as the
miller's old white mare.

e e o

To oconclude the chapter on
School Days, T must tel] you a-
bout the time one of my school-
mates and I turned loose a swarm
of hornets on a couple of drunks
on their way home from the city.

The huge nest hung on a limb
right beside the road, so chum
and T got a couple of long poles
and Jay flat on our tummies in
the long grass.

Just ‘'when the inebmiated pair
drove by In their horse and wag-
on we let the hornets have it
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Youthful members of the Junlor Y. M. C. A. Square Dance team are picture
Left to right (back row Betsy Houston, Barbara Stewart,
Donald; (front row) Freddie Hyndman, Hughie Mac Lean, Jimmy White,
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Igor Gouzenko
Has No Spy Data
For U. S. Senate

OTTAWA, (CP) — Canada has
rejected the request of a United
States Senate investigating com-
mittee for permission to interview
Igor Gouzenko, the Russian em-
bassy clerk who exposed his coun-
try's wartime espionage in Canada.
An External Affairs Department
spokesman said Thursday Gout
zenko has told Canadian authori-
ties he gave all his spy informa-
tion to them years ago and the
U. S. has been informed there is
no reason for the government-
guarded Russian to talk to Amerl-
can investigators,

The Canadian turn-down came
on a request, through the U. S,
State Department, for an inter-
view with Gouzenko in Canada by
of the Senate
security sub-committee,
investigating subversive activities.

McCarthy Complains

Senator Joseph McCarthy, who
heads another Senate investigate
ing eommittee, complained of the
action in New York.

“It is inconceivable that any
friendly government would turn
down a request for a U. S. con-
gressional committee to hear teste
imony of men who might give in-

Communist conspiracy in the Un-
ited States,” he said.

Alleged Scalp Of
Strange Snowman

BOMBAY, (Reuters)— Buddhist
priests in a Himalayan temple have
shown Indian mountaineers a scalp
claimed to be that of an “abomin-
able snowman,” the mysterious
creature sald to ighabit the reglon.

An expedition, now returned to
Bombay after an unsuccessful as-
sault on 23,190-foot Mt Pumori,
described the scalp as ‘‘very thick,”
and covered all over with ‘“red-
dish-brown , heir.”

The “snowman” has been vari-
ously dexcribed as a giant mon-
ster, halfway between man and
ape, a mountain bear—and purely
legend. But the Sherpas, who In-
habit the region, regard the “snow-
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West! The latter could then do no,
better than lead another heart. |
South would win with the Kking,!
draw trumps, and discard a spade
on dummy's heart ace. Now he
could cash the king and ace of
spades and ruff a third round —
and if he found the fortunate 3-3
break, as he would have, he could
discard a club. At worst, if the
spade break failed to materialize,
he would still be able to try for
the club trick.

it. How we laughed to see the
drunks swinging their arms aad
hats in the air, and making des-
perate, futile passes at the angiry
stinging insects,

But the laugh went right out
of our faces- when we saw the
men pull up to a telephone post,
tie the horse, cut a ‘couple of
stout swiches, and take after us.
But youth and four good work-
ing legs soon put a safe distance
between us and our pursuers. We
never found out who they were
and luckily for us they never
learned our names.

and the hornets let the men have

(To be Continued)
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formation that would help crack|'

man"—they- call it Yetl—with awe.
The priests, whose temple is 14,-
000 feet up in the mcuntains, re-
fused to sell the ecalp to the party,
but Russi Gandhy, expedition lead-
er, said that a number of photo-
graphs were taken of it and the

.| expeditlon managed to bring away

several halirs.

Before the Russlans left Moscow
to Napoleon's ‘army in 1812 they
burned 30,800 houses,

EAST BALTIC SCHOOL

. —

Report of Bast Baltic School for
Ootober is as follows:

Grade IX — 1. Bradley Fay;, 2.
Ruth Fay; 3. Ian MaocGregor.

Grade VIII—I1. Sandra MaoGreg-
or; 2. Joan Dixon; 3. Anita Rose.

Grade VII—Philip Fay. *

Grade VI—Joan Fay.

Grade V —1. Bdgar Dixon; 2.
Mavis Rose; 3. Edith MaoGregor.

Grade IV—1. Ann Fay; 3. Aub-

‘| American World Airways and Col.
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U. S. Air Ca
Challenged By
Transport Bd.

OTTAWA, (CP) ~ Ope
practices-of two United States |8
carriers in Canada haye beep
challenged by the air transport
boardt;lt-hlugoidto an American
snag that has held up a pr i
Clq?}:dn—Mexlco service, Proposed

e

board has ordered Pap
onial Alrlines to show cause by
Dec. 15 why they should be allow.
ed to continue procedures banneq
by U. 8. authorities for Trans.
Canada Alr Llne_l on its Mexico
run.
,John R. Baldwin, board chajr.
man, sald there is no likelihood
that suspension of service by the
U, S. firms will be ordered, byt
the board “might or might notv
make them discontinue the king
of operation frowned on by the
U. S. clvil aeronautics board iy
the case of TCA.
Asked Separate Planes

The board's action arose from .
a C.A.B. decision not to allow
TCA to use just one aircraft on
its proposed service between Tor.
onto and Mexico City by way of
Tampa, Fla. In a striet inter.
pretation of the U.S.-Canada air
agreement, C.AB. ruled Trans.
Canada must use separate planes
on the Toronto-Tampa and Tampa.
Mexico City legs.

rey MaoGregor.

Grade II (A)—Johnnie MadPhes,
‘Grade II (B)—1. Margaret Fayg
2. Richand MaocGregor; 3. Myrtle
MacGregor.

Grade I—Bonnle MaoGregor and
Janet Dixon, equal

Highest average in senior gradesy
Bradley Fay, 90%. §
Highest average in junior gradest
Ann Fay, 78%. '

Mrs. Inez Dixen, teacher.
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The man whose picture belongs here is not necessarily a celebrity or a leading citizen.

Indecd, he might be any one of millions of Canadians.

How did so many people benefit their communities so gre !
lives! In this way, they set in motion a serics of events which have far-reaching effects on
themselves and their fellow-citizens.

. Take for instance the new highways,
hospitals and other important works now being built from
jects have been financed with money which life

policyholders.

Or look at the workers streaming out from some new industrial plant. They may
their jobs to life insurance policyholders who provid:

that plant’s cxpansion.

Good health, too, is promoted b life insurance, policyholders. .
cal research projects, supported by life insurance company funds, are waging war against

polio, heart ailments, cancer and other dread disgases,

But perhaps the life insurance owner’s most important service is not any of these thinf!-
1t is the way he provides for his family so that they will not be a financial burden to his rela-
tives or the community. :

So, if you own life insurance, be proud that in all these ways you're helping to make

Canada a better land to live inl

Fy

AT YOUR SERVICE

A trained life underwriter, representing one of the more than
50 Canadian, British-and United States life insurance com
panies in Cemada, will gladly help you plan for Iow fcm\ll?"'l
security and your own needs in later years. on him

* THE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES IN CANADA,

“It Is Good Citizenship to own kife Insurance”

¥ not ...

schools, bridges, power plants, homes, hotels,
coast to coast. Many of these pro-
insurance companies have invested for their

¢ the money needéd for investment in

ou/

atly? Simply by insuring their

owe

Several lmpohmt medi-

oly




