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HindenburgDisasterIn'37
Wrote End To Dirigible Era

By SID MOODY

LAKEHURST, N.J. (AP)-In
the darkening twilight, the diri-
gible age loomed above the pine

s like a vast cloud.

It ghosted towards the
strange tower majestically, se-
renely. But the witnesses of ifs
doom, the judge and the jury,
were close at hand. They would
write, and witness, its epitaph.

Louis Lochner, who flew on
the Hindenburg on its maiden
Atlantic crossing, said travel on
a dirigible was like being held
aloft by the angels. But May 6,
1937, the angels lost their grip
and the Hindenburg crashed ir
flames, a pyre for 36 persons
and a romantic era of flight.

The disaster stunned a world
not yet accustomed to the sight
of a torn airliner crumpled in
the streets of a great city, an
oily seat cushion bobbing on an
ocean swell.

Today's air travellers stifle
such memories. Another air-
liner awaits. They fly on.

But among the 36 persons
who died on the Hindenburg
were 13 paying passengers, the
first to be killed on a commer-
clal dirigible. They were also
the last, a milestone and a
tombstone.

More than 150 rigid dirigibles
had been built before the Hin-
denburg. More than half had
either crashed in spectacular
peacetime disasters or been
shot down in war. Hundreds of
military crew members and ob.
servers aboard had been killed

ASTONISHING TRIPS

But the dirigibles also made
astonishing trips of endurance
—crossing the North Pole, fly-
Ing around the world on only
four stops, soaring aloft with
planes tucked inside,

Proponents felt—and those yet
alive still feel — the accidents
were an inevitable consequence
of an infant technology. Safety
was improving all the time o
with helium instead of hydro-

gen.

But the horror of the Hinden-
burg pictures seared the public
memory with an indelible vision
of dirigibles. And just two days
after it smashed to earth, a
German seaplane left the
Azores to pioneer a commercial
plane route across the North
Atlantic, a harbinger of a new
age.

Without the Hindenburg dis-
aster, airships might still be
eommonplace.

Thirty-six passengers hoarded
the Hindenburg at Frankfurt
May 3, 1937. It was the first of
18 trips planned that year for
the Hindenburg by her owners,

the Com-
pany.
LUXURIOUS VOYAGE

Since going into service a
year before, the Hindenburg
had made 37 crossings to North
and South America, had car-
ried 3,059 passengers in elegant
comfort some 209,000 miles.

For their $400 fare, the trav-
ellers were getting not only a
luxurious two or three days
aloft but a unique experience.
Meals were cooked on board by
a continental chef from a lar-
der of lobsters, fow! and roasts
The wine list covered a page.
There was a lounge and a bar
and 70 staterooms.

On B deck there was &
shower replenished by water
distilled from the air.

As a precaution, the smoking
room had a double door en-
trance and it was kept under
slightly higher air pressure to
prevent any stray whisps of hy-
drogen from seeping in. All
matches and cigarette lighters
were confiscated on boarding.

Even though hydrogen en-
abled the Hindenburg to lift 16%
more tons, the Germans would
have preferred to wuse hnelium
gas, Helium was a rare gas in
that it didn't burn—rare still in
that it was found in commer-
cial amounts in but one country
in the world, the United States.

Germany hadn't askedl for he-
lium, probably because it knew
what the answer would be
Washington wasn't going to part
with an asset that might give
military advantage to a coun-
try led by Hitler.

OMINOUS CLOUDS

The Hindenburg flew low over
New York. The black clouds
over Jersey made a regal back
drop for tourists who photo-
graphed the Hindenburg from
the Empire State Building. But
the clouds had fooled the weath-
erman. He had predicted partiy
cloudy for the day but these
were thunder clouds.

There was a faint
when the Hindenburg

Zepplin Transport

drizzle
finally
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Many people never seem to get a
good night's rest. They toss and turn
in bed, then are dull and listless during
the day. When kidneys slow down
wastes and excess acids stay in the
system. Disturbed rest, tired feeling
and backache often follow. If you don't
rest well at night —if you feel dull in the
daytime—use Dodd’s Kidney Pills.
Then you feel better—rest better
work better. You can depend on Dodd’s
Kidney Pills. ”

approached the field about 7
p.m. Waiting were 92 sailors
and civilians of the 138-member
ground crew.

Near the mooring tower, the
ship’'s crew threw down the
mooring lines. Suddenly there
was a bright flash in No. 4 zas
cell near the tail. Many in the
ship heard nothing and one pas-
senger taking pictures of the
ground crew wondered why ev-
eryone was suddenly rushing.

The nose of the ship lurched
upwards and the bust of Hin-
denburg tumbled from its ped-
estal in the lounge amid the
falling passengers.

Thirteen passengers died. So 9
did 22 of the 61-man crew and

one man in the ground crew.
But some lived, miraculously.

The US. commerce depart-
ment, after lengthy hearings,
said most probably it was static
electricity built up in the air-
ship from the thunderstorms.

The resultant spark could have

ignited leaking hydrogen.

“I dread the sixth of May,”
says Charles Rosendahl, who
was commander of the Lake-
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for money? Just
phone Beneficial.
Get the cash you
want fast. One phone
call and one visit to the
office does everything.
‘ Call up or come in today!
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comfort on the other. Be the girl fresh out
pages!

{deal for spring and summer wear, full skirt buttoning
worn over shorts .
and skirts . .

little or no ironrig
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" Nothing Old Hat about
our house this spring!”

Bright and shiny, like a new spring bonnet — that's how
We've had it “dona”
all over and now the Joneses are keeping up with us.
The cost? Well — much less than you'd think. We financed
the “works” with a Bof M Home Improvement Loan.

MY BANK

T0 3 1108 CAvADMS

our house looks these days.

That's how you can get your home improvements
done at lowest cost, Talk to the people
at your neighbourhood B of M branch soon —
they’ll be glad to tell you all about it.

Panadas

_BANK oF MONTREAL

First Bank,
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@ blouse with sleeves ......... 4.98

have fun.... take it easy...
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What's new for a relaxed summer? . .. new fashion-inspired
sportswear for m'lady . . . the languid line that is the short-
est distance between two points . . . fashion on one end—

Cotton Twill Group |
. . . styled by Val Hughe: T

. . pop top or blouse, can be worn with
. pink and green; cotton twill turquoise plaids, trimmed
white; sizes 10 to 18 for Juniors and Misses; wash and wear finish, requires

of the fashion

down front; can be (]
slims, shorts

® sleeveless pop blouse ....... 3.98
Ceida's sie s waikin o4 0w u BT
dossiasehesensias ST

® sims ..

® Jamaicans

"Cotton Time”
Spring & Summer

Cotton over blouse wth “Cleopatra” - design;

gold in cotton prints, sizes 10 to 20.

Cleopatra Print Blouses

round neck, button front; washable and pre-shrunk: resists oil stains,
crease resistant; suitable to wear with slims or skirts;

short set in sleeve,

pink, blue,

3.98

Sportswear

over blouse or sports top worn wth Arnel skirts

. . blouse of vivid squares of red, white and
blue (Canadian look); boat neck; 34 set in
sleeves, patch pockets, rope tie belt; Arnel pleat-

See our all-new, wonderful

selection of fashions for spring into summer

—

ed skirt has box pleats at front and back; knife
pleating from sides; buttons on front box pleats
make an unusual finish; washable, and perman-
ently pleated; tops, red, white and blue only,
100% cotton: skirts, white only; 100% Arnel

® Tops, sizes 10to 18 ........ 698

@ Skirts, sizes 1010 18 ........ 5. .
npdiomadhi bt _—_ step out in the

~ - g

Swim Suits
by Cole of California

streamlined swimwear in a hobnail (Bobby) cot-
ton knit with a builtin bra, padded to give a good
outline; fashion-right bustline, narrow straps
and a very low back; skirt at front; black, sea
biue, lemon and pistachio in sizes 10 to 18,

juniors and misses
priced at

12998

Enjoy the sleek distinction and

1.9

softest leathers and Iouliut‘c’olon

/ e e

right” shoe fashions . . . smooth leather uppers . . ,
draped overlays and snug fitting tension throat pumps,
Colors black, light tan, wild rose, raspberry and spin-
drift green. High and illusion heels. Width AA . . .
size6to9. .. WidthB. . .sizes5t09 . . and only

o
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comfort of these “Just

See our

Monday Ghru. Thursday 8:30--5:30
~ l”.”';'...'... “

CH'TOWN

SSIDE Monday thru Tharsday $:30-5:00
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