By Thornton

WET BUT HAPPY |
You fear the worst, and then you'
find.
K often’s mostly in  your mind
—Old Mother Nature
Two little Woodmice, Snowfoot
and Tinkle, had made their home
in an old tomato can they had
found beside Laughing Brook. A
4 heavy #hin had made a flood, and
| 81! their home, with them in it, had
been floated down Laughing Brook
into Smiling Pool. It had been
truly a frightful adventure. Of
gourse, they were quite helpless.

W. Burgess

$0 as not to upset it. Now it was
very close to shore. The tow little
Mice had their heads out under
the half-open lid, and were an-
xiously watching the shore us it
seemed to come nearer and near-
er. Of course it was the drifting
can that was getting nearer and

nearer to the shore,

They had had one fright atter
another. Now all these (rights
were forgotten as they drifted
nearer and nearer to the beloved
dry land. For a time they had

been quite hopeless. but now they
were sure that all would end well
They would soon be on land again.

|They had had quite enough of
sailing

Presently the can  grounded
There was still water between it
and the bank. but it could drift
in no nearer. The two little voy
agers waited hapefully, but they
got no nearer the shore

‘““What are we going to do?"

§ whimpered Tinkle
“Perhaps if we jump our very

Their little legs were moving as
tast as they could make them go
Wet but Happy o

“The Merry Little Breezes had.
blown the old can across the Smil
Ing Pool. They had blown gently,

Strange But True {
By F. B MacArthur !

Boa constrictors, adept at catch-
g rate and mice replace cats for
that job in hotels of many Mexi-
can villages. The owners know
that the snakes won't hurt people,
so they let their 10-foot pets roam
free about.

Frogs like people, have different
accents, but the ones with the
“southern draw!" live in the north!|
They croak much slower and in|
i a lower pitch than their southern|
¥ ' relatives, says Chas. Bogert, of

the American Museum of Natural|

~ History, in.New York City. !

Armed with a tape recorder,

Bogert goes to ponds, etc. to get

__the low down on the local frog!

gossip. 8o far he's heen able to

pick five kinds of frog calls. al-

though no single species produces'

all of them. Each of these sounds

uttered by any one species s dif-

ferent from the others. i

The #Mve calls referred to are

£ the mating calls. The most my-|
sterious of these is the so-called’
“rain song’ which still baffles’
scigntists. Whenever it rains, the
frogs will hop forth and bellow
with their finest arias. Why? No-
body knows the answer. The only,
explanation is that the frog is
somehow like a man in that they|
both like to sing in the shower.|
{ Voice accents helps us to dis-|
g tinguish between the frog lpe(‘les.{
One plants spring vegetables to|

get the vitamins to relieve the,
aching back one gets planting
spring vegetables, |

Youngsters would learn to wrilel
sooner if blackboards were made

of cement

Twn strange portraits may be|
seen at the New York Historical|
building in New York City. Onel
shows a woman with two right!
* hands, the other depicts an early |
New York governor dressed in|
female attire !

The portrait of Maria Van Alen,
done in 1695 and attributed to

Peter Vanderlyn, looks normal un-
less you happen to notice what
should be the left hand. Origin-
ally, Vanderlyn painted the left
hand hanging loosely from somel
support. However, for some reason'
the position of the arm and hand!
was changed. |
* The artisit painted a second!
right hand larger than the first. |
The painting now show two right
hands and no left. |

The anonymous painting of Ed-|
ward Hyde, Lord Cornbury, was!
not a mistake. Hyde (1661-1723)!
was a firet cousin of Queen Anne
of England. He was a poor unvcr-’
nor, being called a spendthrift.!
grafter, a bigoted oppressor, and |
a drunken, vain fool.

Perhaps the thing that upset rhml
colonists most during his term of |
office was his appearance in pub-|
lic dressed as a woman. To add!
to their chagrin, the governor
held state functions, at which all
present had to dress in female
attire,
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best we can make it,” said Snow-
foot.

Tinkle shook her head. “We

 {the water, and he was swimming
{ lwithout knowing

! Jto swim, but of course to them

can't do it,” sald she.
“We can try,"” replied Snowfoot.
He started to climb up on the
edge of the old can. It tipped. It
tipped so much that the water be-
gan to run in. Snowfoot tried to
jump and couldn’t. He was out in

that he could.
Tinkle was out and swimming too.
It was a very little way they had

it seemed a long, long way. Their!
little legs were moving as fast as;
they could make them go. They

were trying to run in the water.
Of course, they couldn’t run, but
those little feet were taking them
through the water just as if they
could. They were swimming. They
hadn’t known that they could
swim, but there they were doing
it. In a moment or two they felt
bottom under their feet. Then they
were out on the bank, two of the
wettest and happiest little Mice in
all the Great World. All their
troubles were over now. At least,
that is what they thought. It was
enough to feel the ground under
their feet. They no longer were:
helpless. They shook lhemselves,\}
then crept under some over-hang-
ing grass and squatted down side
by side to dry off.

The old can was partly filled|
with water now. Th  shivered as|
they looked at it. The home that|
they had thought was so wonder-/
ful was no longer a home for any-|
one.

“Chug-a-rum!" called Grand-
father Frog from the big green
jlypads on the other side of the
Smiling Pool. *‘Chug-a-rum!"
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‘CONTRACT BRIDGE

By Josephine Culbertsen

'PRIOR UNDERSTANDING REQUIRED

AN experts agree that proper
shutout bidding is a powerful
weapon, but the unfortunate part
is that they don't agree on what
is “proper”! Very obviously, it is
hard for one partner to cooper-
ate effectively with the other
without knowing the precise
meaning and scope of the pre.
emptive bid. Consider this case:

North dealer. |
Both sides vulnera»
485
vQe2-:
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&S K632
The bidding:
orth East South  West
¢ Pass 3NT  Pass
Pass  Pass

It was tempting for South to
take a chance with three notrump
but, lacking any card of value in
diamonds, it would have been
more logical (and certainly more
discreet) to “let North alone.”

‘dummy's queen was

But we'll get back to the bidding:
now let's see what developed.

West, deciding to keep his clubs
back of declarer's probable king,
opened the heart jack. Dummy
played low, Egt signalled encour-
agement with the eight, and
South won with the king.

Declarer now led his diamond
nine and, when West played the
queen, ducked in dummy as the
best means of maintaining come
munications. Obviously, however,
with diamonds breaking as they
did, South was helpless. West
continued with the heart ten and
neatly
trapped. East then had the in.
spiration to shift to the club jack,
and when the defenders were
through, they had collected the
tidy penalty of 500 pointses
against an undoubled contract!

Again referring to the bidding
—it is quite evident that closer
understanding is required of parte
ners in respect to shutout opene
ings. One thing or the other is
vital: the responder must give
great leeway for weakish suits
and pass whenever in doubt; or
the opener himself should decline
lto play at three notrump except
with a solid suit. Five-trick sets,
even undoubled, are not to be ac-
cepted lightly.
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DAILY CRYPTOQUOTE-—Here's how $0 work M2
. AXYDLBAAXR
8 LONGFELLOW
One Jetter simply stands for another. In this example A 18 used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, apos
trophies, the length and formation of the words -are all hints,
Bech day the code letters are different.

A Oryptogram Quotation

U rvus
MAGIISD AGY!
NUPYB €Y RGCA @
-~EBYYTMVY

ERGE € RGB
€ MRUPIB

1VosB @
RGOS
FDSGESDP RsebPHB

Seturday’s Oryptoquote—IT CERTAINLY 18 POSSIBLE
FOR A NOVEL T0 BE TOO GOOD TO BE WORTH PUBLISH-

INQ=SHAW.
-BUT I'M WAITIN' =BUT IT KILLS SMART MOTHERS BUT
GF ARL"“GOSDICK 3 EER ME.OLD MUDDERY | ME TO SEE GROOM HAIR AND || THAT'D
by AL CAPP MESSY HAIR- REMOVE LOOSE. BE
: PARDON ME., AND (sMu0ptgy) DANDRUFF WITH ILLEGAL-
MADAM — | WILDROOT CREAM- | [ HIS NAMES
USUALLY HATE OIL, CHARLIE !~ SHERWINY
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