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King Richard’s
Christmas Feasts

King Richard III of
selebrated at Litchfield—and dur

200 tons of wine were consumed.
Of course, the feudal

ng the festivities 2,000 oxen and | ants al

set-up \scnle for giv

Once upon a medieval Yuletide, provided the great lords with the
England | wherewithal for m

agnificance—the
- ! fords received gifts from their ten-
nd kings received gifts from
nobles; and the graduated
ing and receiving was

their

as well ascertained as the quiddam
honorarium of any barrister or
physician.

Queen Elizabeth received a large
part of her wardrobe as gifts from
her courtiers, and if the quality or
quantity were not satisfactory, the
donors were unceremoniously in-
formed of the situation.

When Henry III entertained e
thousand knights, peers, and as-
sorted nobles who came to attend
the Yuletide marriage of the Prin-
cess Margaret, His Majesty re-
ceived a royal Christmas gift of
2700 pounds, plus 600 fat oxen
from the Archbishop of York.

With similar assistance, whether
exhorted or given in the spirit of
generosity appropriate to the sea-
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Who Threw That Snowball?
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Of Glastonbury

In honor of the Hawthorn,
which legendarily shielded OChrist
while He rested in the woods be-
fore the crucifixion, Joseph of Ars
imathasa chose a thorn staft when
he started on his long journey to
Britain shortly after the death of
Christ. Arriving at last at his new
home in Glastonbury,
stuck his walking stick into the
ground; the staff began to gwow
and soon acquired the habit of
producing flowers each Christmas

e Ho

Eve.
The first lterary mention of the

Away
Manger

The Stable of Bethlehem did not
in any way resemble the airy por-
ticos — complete with plaster of
paris animals and adoring ahep-
herds —so dear to the heart of
modern Christendom.

With comfort increasing through-
out the wetsern world, the povert,
of the Nativity scene simultane-

Joseph | ously startles and fagcinates us—

as perhaps Matthew, the publican,
was impressed by the sbory of the
Wise Men; and 8t. Luke, who had
been a ship’s doctor and probably
knew very little about shepherd:,
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