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“A erowd of Chinese people,

mostly girls ~dressed as boys,
streaming into a Dutch garden
singing ‘‘There’ll always be an
England”.....

‘This form of entertainment is
unsuitable for children, boring for
adults and an excellent argument

for the anti-traditionalist™-...
“They in their dream find no
joys,

But dote on. mimicry and toys
Thus when a dance is in my
bill,

Nobility my boxes fill;

Or send three days before the

time,

To crowd a new-made panto-
mime."".

Thus, a famous comedian, an

| American author and actor David
Garrick tried to explain away
| British pantomime. But they had
an impossible task

For pantomime is a hodgepodge
mixture promising fantasy, mel-
ody, ritual, conviviality, spleh-
|dour and -lagstick. It is a glori-
[fied fair-play wih music, singing, |
dancing, brilliant colour, heaps of
magic - its story may be as old
as the Devll himself but the jokes |
are as new as today's paper. It
is the epitoe of the Briton's
paradoxical sense of humour. |
| Pour into this jumble the hil-
larity and glamour of a

S'SIDE FIRST GRADES ENJOY PARTY

revue,

Win Summerside Schools clos-) Typical of these scencs was the menis made by the students un- circus acts, the latest song-hits,
inz' tor holidays until January 3rd 'one above in which the students der the direction of their teacher, a ‘blg orchestra and flying ball-
~n-u"m~ in the first grades en- of grade 1A are »>een gathered Mrs. kieaa Woodside. erinas.

S ) o N . oip ristme ee.  at- Pantomime's ‘'Principal Boy"
oved a Christmas party In their around their Christmas tree, at-| ) incip ¥
E o, tractively decorated with orna-l Photo by Wotton is a girl, the “Dame” is always a

man.....
I ————— S | Try to classify pantomime and
| vour results will be as confusing
as its make-up.

Garrick  himsell  changed his
mind after writing the verse
\aho\'e and complaining bitterly
| about the public deserting him
| for *‘such frivolity’', and later
took several parts on its fantas-
tic star

What is the plot of a pantomine?
The answer ‘s a mixture of nur-
'S('I')' tales plus any incidental
characters from other stories and
legen's. In “Aladdin” it would |
|17t be unusual to see the magic !
lamp conjure up someone like
Ali Baba or Robin Hood, or the
Sl ‘ng Beauly..even a bevy of
| chorus  girls.
| The pantc
| popular fairy story or
even a nursery rhyme,
tises it, rewrites it, adding in
N this last process af imaginative
1 number pf extra characters. If
1ihe doesn’t find the plot suitable

he o alters it

respective classrooms yesterday.

takes a
legend,
drama-

ine author

Then he mixes in a selection
> of popular sca- s with wording
| changed to t his purpose,

~.‘ some topical jokes and more old
| | jokes, at least one funny animal,
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"Panto”

or (if it's big-style) a miniature
circus, a magical transformation
scene with coloured smoke,- fire-
works, thunder, lightning "and
other spectacular elements - and
leaves the prcl)ducer and stage
manager to solve th

biom ot HOw?® ¢ kueity pro

Yet, despit. its apparent form- °' .

lessness, it is most important to
play this gr e according to its
centuries-old rules. If one of
these rules: i
becomes simply just another fairy
tale. revue or musical comedy.

Some of these rules are: The
male hero of the plot MUST be|
played by a girl, but the *Prin-
cipal Gi.lI” MUST also be played
by a girl. Thus, passionate love
fillels are sung in soprano voices.
The . ame” must be played by
a man - a bfoad comedy npart
which is often performed by a
leading middle-aged comedian.
And there MUST be a funny man,
the personal. link between the
st-ge and the audience.

There must be a personification
of Evil, a Wicked ngnn. an Ogre
o. more usuall. . Demon.

Though at first the Demon (a
bass-baritone) has it all his own
way, showing his glee by de-
moniacal Laughter, the
P‘alry (a soprano) MUST always
win in the last act. The evil plot
is foiled and the lovers are united
to live in bliss ever after. Full,
of fury, the demon descends again |
to the depth, usually in an ex-
plosion of fire and red smoke.

Today Britain begins another
Christmas pantomime season.

_l-‘alries are trying on their
wings, de.mons are practising
their horrile /laughter, fairy

castleg (“Jack the Giant Killer)

A Chriistmas Carol of

joyous wishes for a
very Happy Holiday!

Dr. E. E. Parkman
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AT SUMMERSIDE PO

delivered speedy distribution of cards,
each  ters, and parcels.

ATAN

SORTING

Sorting some of the thousands !
of ;).Lu'\\ arriving at the Sum- right to

All parcels are being
their destination

merside Post Office, John Mec- | day, by two trucks w hich provide Photo by Wotton
Neill, Robert Trainer. and Ed | this added service | - —_—
Norton, are seen working through- Ten extra men are being »m |

out the night preparing the par- | ployed at the Summerside Post Y D ] H Be
cels for delivery to Summerside | Office to assist the regular staff UU Ont ave Tﬁ
homes. | of fourteen, in

el 0 yo Eypert On Movies | open daily from 7:30

To Win $1,000 Cash

All you have to do is to
send in the name of your
favorite Movie Stars and
your favorite movie of the

oil Activity Swings Into }
High Gear In North Canada

receive wood.

BUYING PULPWOOD

Now buying 32 ft. and 4 ft. rough
pulpwood also 32 ft. half-barked pulp-
wood at our Summerside yard. Our yard is

P.E.I. PRODUCE CO. LTD.
P. O. Box 700,

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. to

Summerside.

By RICHARD ANCO spent by !(‘\nrnl» companies this year . . . for the NEW. |
Canadian Press Staff Writer [winter as the oil industry folds | Star Weekly “Movie |

. 5 , ~ i ally ric asteland. y .
CALGARY (CP) As winter | back a potentially ,,r",h wastelanc Popularity Poll”.

broken, the show

:|and

Good |~

are springing up or being
vaicu back-stagg, gilded coaches plays asd impromptu dramas of
(“Cindereclla”) are being dusted,  the 16th century Italian players.
polihed, theatre managers are But the ‘modern’ pantomime was
busy sprinkling fertiliser on their first produced in England 239
50-.00t bean sl:ll‘(;. (Jack and the years ago.

Beanstalk), au t acrobats com- n i !
plaining that there are moths in .l;::lozaﬂédtl.ﬂi“;ew faew_as |

reno- gin® in the medieval *“miracle™ ' wonderful Vdays when Cinderella! Queensland. one “d.” six states

and Aladu.n and Snow white were | in .‘ustralia, ers 670.000 square
‘ very real people. ‘x:uu ey
‘ s .

- ! ( %
their catskin costumes (“Dick As a result he was, velgrn 1692 [ :
Whittington™) y A |

Ever seen a charming little The success of this entertain-

ment, regarded the' as it is now |

iry. in ballet skirts, : N
fairy, in ballet skirts, gauze and .o 5y expression of English bu- |

spangles, stacding in a call box
and shouting o r the telephone? most and temperament at their | [}
Or a flying fairy who gets nir-‘g‘m inex was mmnt.’
iock? ven Shakespeare was crowded
out. [

ok
Walk into any “panto’ theatre
in rehcarsal season. | Today the attitude is the same. |
| While you are there. have a A British Christmas just wouldn’t |
Jook round the enormous appar- e a British Christmas without
tions of this fairy-tale world- The (Pantomime. And dont get the idea |
| countless spotlights, battens, floats | that just children and family par-
arcs. ties go. Large blocks of seats are
Pantomime is the “last word"” | reserved for factory, workshop,:
lin mechanical stage machinery. | department store a.d office staffs
| Mountains, forests of machinery |€VeD the sophisticated desert theiri
in profusion about the stage, com-1 nightclubs to watch the adven-|
plete castles, borne on hydraulic | tures of Cinderella, Aladdin nnd!
lifts, vise in a giant puff of smoke | Snow White.
out of the stage floor, bean| A new and popular form is the |
stalks tower precariously into the |pantomime on ice. The spectacle
| multiplies. Pantomime devotees '
crowd the halls and arenas of;
Britain to watch King Pantomime
and his Court slither round on

74(a9 all the weh /.vluung.)
o/ this a'/olf/ Season be yours

tﬂwu.a/;out the ycut!

air

Evil demons and good fairies |
sway majestically over this scene
at the end of steel cables. (In-
| Visible “on the night”) friends skates. Theme song of this freez |
and magicians disappear and ap-|ing Youth: “You'll look sweetl
pear again just as magically as|upon the seat of an icicle built,‘
any of Merlin’s contrivances. for two.”

Transformation follows transfor-| An evening at the pantomime is i
mation | an evening of colour, excitement |

Where did the pantomime be- a.d laughter- It brings back those |
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GREETINGS

We hope that this Holiday Season

brings you ihe best of everything

READ'S CORNER
SERVICE STATION

Lorne Wright, Prop. Phone 911
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| ‘ «eat this

Merry Chrl';lnuu Time!

CANADIAN LEGION B.E.S. L.

SUMMERSIDE BRANCH NO. 5§

tightens its grip on Northern Can-
ada, oil activity is swinging 1ntow‘
high gear throughout a 190,000-‘Swa"°ws Bone,

square - mile area of wilderness

Simplv-—Easy—Excitingl!
Get the NEW Star
Weekly this week—read

which laps over northern British | a S e ch Back

Columbia and Alberta surround- H S P e

ing Great Slave Lake. HAMILTON, Ont. (CP) — \Irs.
Summer's Spongy mus}l{(ezd }::1: James Brekenridge, dumb for 29
stiffened with the cold. i"ndr:ll- years after a serious operation.
of heavy trucks are moving dr swallowed a chicken bone and to-
ing rigs and oil explorers into 'h'1da\' is able to speak

the details of this exciting
contest — and with clues
you'll find in Jack Karr's
review of “Movies of the
Year” you'll be in line for
the big $1,000 Cash Prize.

| SHEEN and MacINNIS
SHOE STORE
AND |

| BARBARA ANN LADIES’ WEAR

SUMMERSIDE

LORNE MONKLEY, President

To each of you — for
your own kind of
Christmas observance—

to be filled with all the

joy and the many

region that stretches down from| 5o ctors removing the hone
the Northwes! Tprrvlnngi! ‘;’"d t:ﬂ found what they had searched for There are hundreds of [
’Inwr?1~"'a);v\"lll‘\‘p :::—lv%r will be the P:\rlier without success — a dis- other prizes too . . . Ij'ree |
"}'\10;n 30 to 50 exploring ”’"“”-'pa\?::' V(;{l.:,kl(!':l("lr(‘;"i‘ who came| P3%%€8 for you and a friend | : .
each costing more than $50.000 &'y e from Scobsantd when she was| to attend your iavfonte We wish you every joy
ceep in operation, will i i Sc Y| theatre every week for a ' '
':;(‘-'::1\1(";;;1 l'\)(;gpm::_!‘h(;lm activity nf" K.msull SLTSHIUL S G (ylec; Y and blessing of this happy
15 major and minor oil | —— ) . )
:zi:;]xanml in t’l?e region. PHYSICIST DIES What can you do with Christmas Season!
S e e Earilling rigs,| NEPTUNE, NJ (AP) — Dr.0 §1,000! Go after it with | .
About 75 rotar ng gs, il t ) 3 ) | . B R
each with an initial capital oxpond-‘sgm‘,'e_‘ ¢ H {]\nd'{r’;”"'" 1. "'l',r.d the Clues in this week's ‘ Vernon's Ily- ite
jiture of bet §200,000 and $500,- | physicist - w o le he scientific 3 ONVE
:;::9\:»‘”1(:'::;-(‘1\1”4“ from 5.000 to team which first bounced a radar  Star Weekly K CQI\V“ANT ST.
15.000 feet deep ) ' cignal off the moon, died Thurs- The NEW NEW NEW Ster Weekly | SUMMERSIDE
WORK AGAINST TIME day. ! |
More than 15 gravimeter explor-  —— - = ,,-‘ _
ing crews are expected to operate [

from dog sleds from various scat-
tered, lonely camps

All crews will work against time
in bitter cold in a race with the
gpring thaw. When the muskeg
melts into mud, all heavy land
transportation halts.

Temperatures alrea dy have
tumbled to 30 degrees below zero.
Despite the oilman's welcome of
eold weather, there are limits,

A spokesman for Shell 0il, one
of the major companies working
in the north, said Friday when
temperatures drop lower than 50
helow rigs may become brittle and
crack. Severe cold also makes it
difficult for men to work.

The hazards are plentiful.
Weather hampers radio communi-
eation between camps and explor-
inl crews

Where drilling is to be done in
remote aress, roads have to be
built. Rough roads have load re-
strictions, forcing several trucks
to move in one operation. |
EXPENSIVE OPERATION

Another oil official said ofl wells
eost from $90,000 to $350,000 a hole
to drill. A drilling site for a 10.000-
foot well requires almost 100 truck/|
foads of equipment, supolies, food,
éement, casing, clothing and radio
material. !
“nee the heavy equipment is
moved in, it usually stays
the following: winter if a strike
made. To keep a rig going
the summer, rents run as high
$600 a day. When a company
‘pot_“strike

May you and yours enjoy

o Yuletide season filled

with cheer and goodness!

May your Christmas bhé abundant
in joy, peace and every happiness!

FLOWER CARTS

GOURLIES Rexall Drug Store

' SUMMERSIDE

Summerside and Charlottetown

blessings of
Christmas Day!

We hope that your Christmas

will be @ merry one, bringing yov

STAFF AND MANAGEMENT the best of everything yov desire

OF

aarice Mill Ltd

CLOTHING OF DISTINCTION FOR MEN

CO-OP SUPER MARKET

WATER STREET
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