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ARRIVAL OF THE ENGLISI MAlL.

* Tus Steamship Canada with the English Mail arrived at
Halifax on Wedoesday morning h'-t. in 10 days from Liver-
‘w'. Her latest dutes ure to the 10th inst. The Mail was
received here on Friday morning.
of the news we gather from the Halifax Evening Expross.

The following summary

Of wimcellanecus foreign news we may mention a ramoured
plotagainst the Russian Ewperor and several ot Lis fawmily,
the approsch of a politieal erisis in Russia, of & reported al-
lisnce bewween that power and Austria, the refusul of the
King of Prussis to vimt Napoleon HI, the visit of the King o!
Sweden to the French Emperor, and a rumour of theapprogeh-
g wisit of the Sultan both to Puris and London.

Parliamont was prorugued on the Gth inst. The Qaeen's
#peech is very meagre. Willmer makes the following refer-
ence, to it j—

In the session of Parliam nt whieh ¢
effort s mude by the advisers of th: Crowa to muke in the
Queen's speech the most of results which are for the greater

rt barren and ungatisiactory. The allotinent of the seats,
ro‘r instance, forfeited by Sadbury and St. Albaus to four
wther constitueneies, is prominently paraded ; the new mea-
sure relative to Bankruptey and losolvency is trotted out for
an airing ; the revision of the Criminal Law is an ohject of

anegyric; the epening of the publie service to the natives of
fudm who may be daly qualified, holds a conspicuous place
an improvement of the law relative to the relief and removal
of the Poor,—u scheme for assisting agricnltural improvements
iseeveral parts of the kingdow, and an act respecting Har-
bours of Refuge,—ull these, it will be scen, are exhibited in
the spint with whieh pufing tradesmen display their best
wares ; and indeed the struggle for supremacy between those
who wre in office and those who desire Lo be thery, rewinds the
public too keenly ol the efforts of rival shopkeepers to damage
each other in public catimation by exalting each his owa pro-
ducts and disparaging theee of his neighbour.

The Bishop of Durham died at Newcastle on the 9th inst.
+ The deceaded prelate was a near relative of Lord Clarendon,

and the suecessor of him to whom Lord John Russell, ten or

twelve years buck, addressed his celebrated letter. He has
mot leug enjoyed his wee—one of the richest in the kingdom.
Nut the least interesting feature in the proceedings of Par-

- limmout, before the sdjournment, was the reference made in
both Houses to the Gulway contract. Lord Palmerston had
proviously declared that {w would give his answer to the
**mumerous enquiries addressed to him on this sabject before
theelose of the session, and hedelayed ull reference to it until

“the very last moment  The substance of the answer was that
. the Galway Cowpgny were net in & position to carry out the
1 Gioverninent eontract, either with reference to eligible ships
- or ital. and that if, before Parliament assembled again,

$'ie company would se qualify thewselves, Government would

give them the preference. If the econtract had now to be
made’for the first time, Lord Palmerston distinctly intimated
that ke prould have thrown it epen to competition ; but as the
shareholders hud already beea severe safferers they were en-
titled to some consderation.  Lord Fermoy put in a claim for

1

- the conveyance of the mails to and from Cork, but the Pre-

uier gave little encvuragement.
. _The French jourauls ure pretty unanimous in the expression
of & desire thai tie troops of tnat eountry should abandon
Rome, and they refer with some warmth tg the insult which
“the Pur-) Minister ut Rome recently put upon the French
General 1a the Eternal City and upon his master the Emperor
but it is very doubtiul whether this misunderstanding will
wve effcet. A Iettr in a London morning journal from
Paris states shat tae Pops himsell is very anxious for the with-
drawal of the French garrison, and that, when that event oc-
.cury, their pluce will be supplied by Austrian and French

Sowme interest has been attached to a statement in the Rus-
sithu official § | uf St. Petersburg, to the effect that the
ecssion of Sardidia to Franece would endanger the salety of
Europe. The Russian writer was referring to the speeches in
the louse of Commans u few weeks back by Mr. Kinglake,
Sir Robert Peel, and Lord J. Russell on the ‘subjeet, and the
imterferenes drawn is, that the sympathy between France and
RBussia cannet be very acute, or such a declaration us this
wouid not have been made. We must take the inference for
what it 18 worth,—and that seems to us to he very little.
. Tbe Lords of the Admiralty have introduced a very sensible
fmgﬂnul into their regulations respecting old ships of war.
wemerly vessels thet were unfit for serviee were broken up.
at ut an order hias been given toscll fifteen old warships,
* now lying in the Medwuy. The ships vary in size (rom 4 guns
$2.36, and no doubt many of them will be useful as cossting
ve-seis, though unfit {.r ships of war.

IRELAND.

Tat Querx's Visit 10 Xintarxev.—The preparations which
Are in ‘progress at Killarney-house by Lord Castlerose, are |
superb dnd costly. A magnificent marquee, of a costly

- Dature, 1 to be erected at Derrycunnihee, by Lord Castlerose,
where, it is stated, the royal family will dine on the second
day of their visit. Tuis place hus been selected by his lordship
as the wost beaatiful spot in the vicinity of the lakes, and is
situste to command views of the Upper Lake, Muckross-house
and demesne, the enscade, and the peaks of the ehain of moun-
tains, dicluding the Reeks —the Irish Alps. The preparations

ut Muckross are similar.—Cork Ezaminer.

Te Queev's Visir.—It is now auth ritatively stated that
the Quecn will leave Holyhedd early on the morning of the
220d August, for [reland.” She will proceed to Kingstown by
the Victoria aud Albert steam yacht. LUer Majesty will be
secompanied by the Prinee Consort, and four members of the
r yal lamily. The prepuarations at the Vieeregal Lodgo, and
fus her reception ut Killarney, are complete. |

The Court Journal states that Eari Granville is the minister

selected to wttend ber Mujesty during her approaching trip
o Ireland. |

CIVIL WAR IN THE STATES.|
INCIDENTS OF TIiilL: WAL,

From s Boston paper we learn that the Bangor (Maine)
Democrat prinuing office was compietely cleared out, and the
conteots burnt on the sireet, by a mob, on Monday last.

Within the five daye previous to the 13 b ten new regiments
tad arrved at Washington,

Beaureynsd’s official report of the battle at Bull Run states
that the Canfederate army lost in kdled snd wounded 1470.

Report says that at ihe Bark meeting a1 New York on Mon- |
day, & most cordial feeling was wanitesied towards the Govern-
went, and & proposi 1on was made that New York. Philade!phia
and Boston should subscribe fur the whole of a loan of $£40 -
000 000, and 10 have opiional ‘preference for the award of hike
anoust in October, the Secretary of the T'reasury being recom-

«mended %o wituhold the 1ssue of siall rares for the present.

.+ decrelary Chase estimsres the averagd expendiure of the
Fedeqal wntharities a1 1,000 000 per day. Theie have been
‘daye o which it has bees $2 000.000. |
2- Ex-Minwter Faukuer, wuo it 19 said holds a commission of
gadier General in the Confederate arny, was arrested and |
. veyed o jail in Washington on Monday last. ‘
- accounts from Jefl. Davies are stil received at Balti. |

“Rpuofe. . In one of his last letters he said that they were )

-

- - . 80 pre-
« paring thet imdiiedistely afier the next renwyisa they ln?uhi
Rdvence on Margland. WM this ritpame they are now forti-

{ying Mathive PQ’}'."H’- most dangerous peninsula on the Poto-

e rﬁ!ﬁ".‘ﬁ the pointg of communisation by wiy of Part Tobacco,

“wpenedict and Levnard, 10 St Charisg wnd St Mary's Counties,
*"Maryland, with the Secessionisis of Balumore.

v . i Bosrown, August 15.
Advices from California report a force of 13000 Rebels
-sxug tpsuljugate Low-r'Cslifornia.
*The'Revels sre threatening s attack Point of Rocks, which
is defended by Gen. Bouks' division.

I'he inhabitante of Springficid, Missouri,
an strack from the Rebels,

. Pillow, a1 the- licad

war Cawa, Hinow,

t::-. remont is actively preparing for an aivance from St.
8

. Tne n'-...,n,.'--v..'n and- Philadelphia Banks have tak
e'm‘“hlnofun vew Government L‘fnn. P

are leaving, fearing

uf 17000 Rebels, is advancing to-

THE BA ITLE OF MISSOURL
|h‘;“‘.g';;1‘j;|:3. — I'ne fo lywing addiionai aceount of
g1 nshcld i furmshed by vye-witnesses, who left
w‘. Sanday worniayg sud cmn{: here on harseback :
Our armv marehed outfrom Springhicld on Friday evening
with enly 3500 wen, the Home Guards remaining is Springhield,
Ouy forges siept o the prairie a portion of the nigiy, uid about
sunpise Suaday morning drove in the ou'posis of the enemy,
aud 9000 afier the aitack becawe genersl,
The attack wis made by two columny by Generals Lyon and
Srurges, Gueneral Sigel leading a flanking torce of abour 1000
’ M‘l‘ four guis on the south of the ecaety's camp. The
- %(:"Iﬂ 'fl'mv sunriee ull | or 2 o’clock i the afternoon.
“ ven's battery ihree diwunct Umes,

slsughter.

. Genecal Ly:: fell enrly in the day,
wounded in the leg, and had g | she
Col. of one of lbe‘K::uc. e
‘the boys cried vuty General
90, ¥énd at once putun

but were repulscd with great

fle had been previously
tfeom wnder hun,  The
regimenie having become disabled,
o N ,I‘:'- e-;— sad lead uson. He did
‘ ‘ msell in front, and while cheering the
wen anto the charge received s bullet in hig lefi bmulu.:I fel!
from hie horse. He was asked if he was hurt, and rephed
#*Neo not much,” but 1n five minutes he expired without a

Geveral Bigel had s very severe struggle and lost
his four guis,  Hus ariillery horses wers shot 1n iheir haroess
and the pieces disubied. |le endeavored 10 haul them off witl,
& numbec of prisomers bis had 1wken, bar was Funlly compe.lee

three o'

wed on Tuesday an!

to abandon them, fire', however, 8piking the guna, and disabling
the carriages.  About one o'clock the enemy seemed to be in
great disorder and retreating, setting fire 1o their train of bag-
' gage wagons.  Our forces were too much fatigned and cut up
te pursue, so the battle may be considered a drawn one.

Gen. Price was not killed, There were ramors on the field
that Bon MeCullongh was killed, but the rebels demed at,

Our loss is va jously estimated from 150 to 300 killed and
several hundred wounded.

The enemy’s loss 18 placed ar 2000 killed and wounded.

@he Examiner,
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LAND COMMISSION. — HON. MR. HOWE'S
‘ EXPOSITION OF TUE AWARD.

Cuarrorrerowy, Teespay, Aug. 20, 1861.

Charlottetown, P. E. I., August 26,

R e o T

In conséquence of the Hon. Mr. Howe's having consented
to receive a deputation of the Delegates appointed by the ten-
antry, together with any of their iriends whom they might
invite to accompany them, to receive from him an explanation
of the leading principles, and a statement of the substance,
ol the Award or Report of the Land Commission, |ic||j.uuin
Davies und William MeGill, Esqrs., Hon. Mr. Whelan and

Mr. Colin McPhLee, composing the !)»[nlmti-m ol the Dele- |

I,‘}&

&
SAMIRer.

Ghe Gxi
o 8y L

| simple habits placed him above all temptation. The value re-
| turns, tables,and observations, appended to their report, yuuld
| justify the selection. These coninined a vast deal of informa-
Ttion touching the soil, timber, salee of land, fertilizers and

productive power of the lsland, which would be found of great
{ value, and the scientific deductions drawn [rom the Census
| Returns would be feund of great wee to all parties who might

be called upon to fix hereafter the value of the farms.
i been objected that Mr. Wightman's mission had not been an-
| nounced, but if it had been, the very object would bave been
! defeated. becaase he would have been hable, as we were, to
| be misled by

1 statements.
|

| D legation that the Commissioners had acted in a spirit of
| harmony. They had discussed every point with the most
| perfect irankuess—had never decided anything by a vote, but
had invariably come to a common conclusion. The Report
was of ecourse unavimous. It was due to his brother Comnis-
| sioners to say that both Mr. Gray and Mr. Ritchie had, from
the first, acted in an elevated and fair spirit. Had the Com-
missioners merely reprp-m-ntvd opposite interests, unmgoni.um,
arid a mujority und & minority report, ending in no praciical
advantage, would bave been the result of their labors.  That
lin a doeument so volumninous soms errors might be found,was
more than probable ; that the whole would be sharply eriti-
cised, he well knew, but he had no fears but what'that, when
carefnlly read und fairly weighed, justice would be done to
the Commissioners by the great body of the people.

|

1t had |

those whose interests colored or exagzerated their |

Mr. [fowe said that he was happy to be able to assure the |

erhaps there was none greater tha !
zt 50(;”&(-( all round me!hhmi. and calling it a Fishery Re
serve. In Nova Scotin, where o such rese
resident Fishery had sprung up all roun:’ 1@ const:
[ dward Yaland, with the reserve, the Fishe ‘
[ paratively hittle value.  The Commissioners abolish
reservation, and allow the Jands to wmerge imo the
propertics, whoever may own them. llut, that a residen

| Fishery _
carry on the Fishery mny purchase fr
below high water mark, and be entit
owner of the upland an acre immedintely behind at.

om the Government a lo

|19 any dispute abon k
| out of ten there 1% not hikely to be then the value 18 to be fixe:
| by arbitration.  Of course a mun’s orchard or barn yard 18 no
to be 1aken.
Legislature would reguiste the mode in which the genera

N
views of the Commissioners were 1o be carried out, nnd he ha¢

result of this policy.

liet” of the loyahsts.

their Quit Rents.
century, the Commissioners could not distinguish betweer

n“mn of drawing a cordon

ve exisied, a
In Prince
ries were of com*
this absurd
adjoining

may spring up, they provide that any man wanting o

led to purchase from the
If there
t the price of the acre, which n nine cases

But he had no doubt that the good sense of the | Phig j9 the view we take, but the legel rights of the

as litle doubt that a valuable resident Fishery would be the

The loyahist claims had not been forgoten. It wasapparent
that some of the proprietors had in good farth and 1n a generous
and patriotic spirit, dedicated poriions of their lands to the re- |
'here was too much resson to suspect |

that others merely made the tender to evade the payment ofi sition of the Aveid/hish he hd Kind
Bu', afier the lapse of more than half a vy been

them, nor could they compel those who owned 1he lands now to |

Colony ; end, therefre, the people and their riendy
fidently expected that the Royal Commission wopy!
good 10 them all that, at the period of which he hegd ;
had been promnisad to them on the part of Hey 'Ij.' Q
Laeuntenant Governor Daonerman. Bu' Hie -
Mr. Howe) had sard, if he (Mr. Davies) had
anght, that 1n consegiance of the Government’s hawyy g
that there were no public interests of a naure Mbﬁ
with the proprietary eiains to the lands of the (% -
mises 80 sucredly goaranteed at the time e (Mr, Doy L
just referred to had not been, or could not be en W
The Hon. Mr. Howe —N» decision of oura “ould affegy
Civil Last Bl All the nghs acquired vader i the
I | ourse to the Colony. Bt winat was legaily ,.m"'!l-,.
! | the prssage of that Act, could not nave been g,.*"“~:
I could at any tim» be tested under the Civit List MN
tldent of our award.  Tne Crown was te decyje mm

meant to tran<fer. A Court of Law might decide even ag

the Crown. but the Commssioneis had no power to

Crown with rights or revenues that they ""l.’.:t

remitted. .
Groree Berr, Esquire, M. P. P., then himeniry
| He (Mr. Beer) cou'd have wished that the purchase W“%

' | been fixed by the Comuyssioners at a more moderaty

Twenty years’ parchase would certainly be a high

5 5
'

"the noties of Mr. Howe, thanked hun for the

i

appropriate them for the benefit of others wit oat their own |

arms m general, although some might be worth §
consent.  But the matter as 1t stood n the papers was not f g s 2 worth it.  He

The first part of the Report contained a history of the Land creditable, and these old claims ought to be set at rest.

That |

fhowever, glad to find that the Award provided -]

gates, and lon. Mr. Coles, M. P. P., Hon. Mr. Hensley, M. Question, down to the appointment of the Ll‘umulisﬂi«m. To
T'. P., Illon. Mr. Hatehioson, M. L. C., Andrew Mitchell, J. | understand the question :L(:d to prepare this narrative had
fl. Calbeck, D. Mclsane, C. B. Bagster, Ronald Walker, | cost deal of labor. Publie c«:rrunl‘mndence and ducumcnfs of
Malealm Meleod, Charles Bell, and Albert Yates, Esquires, | various kinds, "?ﬂ“"l’t“_’ over K’l_d .10"_"_"'-“5- newspaper files,
Messers. Lauchlan MclLean and Charles McLean, of West | and pamphleis, embracing a period of 70 or 80 years, had to

2 ich tenants would have 1t j &.'”
they might be the Commissioners recommend that out of any l:i}::;ltu)r;::r::;«:nI?:h::“:uhesm:i'uluﬂm.m :ll].ﬂh.m
Crown Lands that now are or hereafter may be in possession 40‘. their ],m‘]’lords which they mign l'mnk wo high
of the Governmeut, they shall be satisfied, the burthen of '"our!belmved much benefit to the tenantry would resul
that hus claims are vahd resting npon the applicant, ,lrbtlruli;n clagse of the award. Thore wos great

River, W. Watson, of Montague, Esqr., Mr. B Bell, Hope
River, Messrs. Noil Stewurt and Malcolm MeAlder, of De
Sable, C. U. Vaux, Esqr., and Ronald McDonald, of Pisquid.
Esqr., and several others, friends of the Deputation, und in-
vited by them to be present on the oceasion, waited, this day.
l'uesday, 20th August, 1861, at 3 o’cloek, p. m.,.upon the
honorable gentleman, for the purpose above signified, at his
lodgings at the Terrace House, und were received by him with
the greatest courtesy.

Amongst other gentlemen present upon the occasion, but
whose names have not bhen given above, were Hoen. Mr.
Laird, M. P. P. and M. E. C., George Beer, Esqr., M P. P.,
W. H. Pope, Esquire, Colomal Sccretary; John Morris,
Esqr., J. B. Cooper, Esqr., and Mr. David Laird, Editor and
Proprietor of ** The Prot:stant.”’ Cornelius Howat, Esqr.,
M. P. P., of Tryon, being in town, and one of the Delegutes
of the tenantry, was notified to» make one of the Deputation ;
but he did not attend,

The Hon. Mr. Howe, having in a most willing and obliging
spir.t, sanctioned the appointment of a Reporter to take nates
of his purposed explanations, with a view to their publication
for the information of the people at large, at onze proceeded

to give an exposition of the principles and particulars of the |

Awurd which hus been made by his brother Commissioners
and himselt, which, in substance. was as follows : —

Mg. HUWE said that b s visit to the Island. at the present
| time, was unconneeted with the Land Question. e had come
!solely with a view to render the Stewmboat service on the

Gulf more perfect and useful to both Provinees. On his ar-
rival here, however, he had secn in one of the papers what
appeared to be a gurbled and inaceurate report of the Award,
and had thought it due to his brother Commissioners and to
tho people of the Colony to correct those errors, which he had
done in u letter, over his own signature, which they would
find in the Eraminer. He had yesterday received a note from
Benjamin Duvies, Eeq., Chairman of a Comwmittee of Dele-
gates, enclosing a copy of a letter which that gentleman had
wddressed on the 16¢h of August to the Hon. John II. Gray,
requesting to be fuvored with un outline of the Commissioners’
Report. e thoughi it hi:s duty under all the circumstances,

| be searched for, read and collated. Their thanks were due to
| gentlemen on all sides who had directed their attention to
| many of these documents ; but they had to be studied, and

the study of them necessarily took up much time. The Com-
{ missioners did not consider that they w.re in a condition to

decide till thess old files had been searched, till the evidence
[ collected here had been digested, and until Mr. Wightman's
[labours h-d also been brought to a close. When all these
| sources of information had been exhausted, not a moment
| bad been lost in deciding upon general principles, and pre-
| paring and siguing the Award.

Gentlemen present wonld readily comprehend the heavy re-
spousibiliies which rested upon the Commissioners,  As jurors
they would noy decide upon the title to s single feilow-subject’s
egtate without grave doubt and deliberation, and a sense of
heavy obligation to do what was just and right. How much
more onerous the burthen when a miilion of acres and the
rights of thousands were invo'ved. It was a relief to feel the
burthen off the mind; it was, perhaps, too muca to hope that
the verdict would give un-versal sansfaction,

Coming to the main question referred to them the Commis-
sioners decided that the granting away of the whole Island in
blocks of 20,000 acres each, was an improvident exercise of
the prerogative of the Crown. But even inprovident grants
can only be revoked by a legal process, which had never been
resorted to.  ‘There was no doubt that all the grants were for-

them.

incursiors and breaches of treaty which led to the expuision of
the Aeadians from Nova Scoua.
hering to their own flag and fighting for their own nation,  But
as they did so, thev must accept the misfortunes and casualties
of war, They I. - their lands, as many other worthy people
did before them, by adhering 1o the falling canse. In Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. though the French. who are every
where a worthy and amiable peaple, now own lands and have
thriving and populous settlements, it does not appear that any
of the lands co.fiscated in 1758 were ever resiored to them.
However much, therefore, the Commissioners might regret that
It was 80, it was quite apparent that the French in Prince Ed-
ward lsland st follow the fortunes of those upon the Mainiand

Lenox lIsland and the hay lands that surreunded it, had been
copfiemed by the Commissioners,

nons, give legislative sanctuion to this Report, | believe that

feited for breach of cenditiens in not seithng the lends with
foreign Protestants.  There is little doubt that they were for-
feited over and over again for nov-settlement and non-payment ‘\
of Quit Rents, but as the Crown was the sole judge in ull these |
cases—as the Crown not only did not avail itseif of the lnciwn}
| of the subj-ct, but actually torgave them, and cunfirmed their |
| titles by authoritative declarations over and over agsin, the
| Commissioners justly decide, yie'ding everything that Mr.
Cooper and other gentlemen have ever ¢claimed, that the title of
the proprietors canmet now be disturbed. With respect to the
leases 1t was equally clear, that when a man had signed a lease,
and in a written document had signed an acknowiedgment of
title, it was too late for him to ask the Commissioners to pro
nounce that bad which he had himself confirmed. All leases

and to satisly the very natural anxiety of the peoyle, to in-

must, therefore, be regarded as valid and binding upon all

| these old vexed questions will be edjusted, and the prusperll;‘y, . aih ian

of the Isiand secured. We have discharged our duty
youre, and all will be well. | do not mean to say that our Re-
port 18 perfect. [ am prepared for disappointment in many
quarters where people have been taught 10 expeect too inuch.
But [ am quite coufident thut when the award comes 10 be eare-

fully read and pondered by the prople, they will do us jusuce,
and that rational men wiil say that we have, under all the cir-

cumstances presented, dealt fairly and justly by all parties.

In the absence of my brother Commissioners, it may not be
out of place for we to eay that both those gentlemen discharged
their very delicate duties with a degree of thoughtful uppreciation
of the magnitude of the great in:erests committed to their care,
and in a spirit 80 independent and yet so conciliatory, that they
are entitled to your highest respect.

I'he claims of the French had ser.ously engaged the attention
of the Commissioners ; but the facts of history were against |
Wken the French had forferted Lomsburg and possessed |
Cape Bretan, Prince Edward Island was their granary ; and the
French here, no doubt, aided and abetted in all those hostile |

Sumil blame 10 them for ad- |

The right of the Indiana to the undisturbed possession of

Having run over, as briefly as [ can, sye.king from memory, | him the thanks of the Deputation for the very full and mingte
the outlines of the Report, permit me to observe, said Mr. tlowe, |
that upon the public men cf the Isluna it now depends whetuer |
any good shall result from the labours of this Land Commission. |
If you, laying aside all personal rivalries and party considers-

| forms, which, however they might sumetimes ssem to retard

'Edward Islacd always had,like all the other Colenial Govern- | vernment refuse to tender the securities, then other remedies

timate to Mr. Davies that if the Delegates would call upon | pHTties.

him he would be Lappy to give them any information in bis| " As regarded the Quit Rents the Commissioners considered
power, This meeting bad grown out of those communications. | 1he Treasury minute bipding, and that ull the arrears were
He saw no necessity for mystery in the matter; on the con- | requtied up to that penod.  As long a® the Land Tex Act re-
trary, the sooner the general principles embodied in the Re- | yyined on the Statate Book, no Quit Rents could be collected.
port of the Royal Commissioners were universally known in| When that Act was repealed the Quit Rent of course revived.
the Island the sooner all partics would prepare for the legis-| |1 was apparent, then, that the conversion of the leasehold
lation which would be required to give effect to it. The|tepure into freehold could only he accomphished by a com-
Keport itself had been sent to ilis Grace tne Duke of New- | promise, and 1t had appeared to the Comanssioners that an ex-
castle to be laid at the fout of the Throne. The Commission- | tepsion of the principles of the l.and Puichase Act passed by
ers would huve been glad to Lave sent torward a copy for the ‘ the Island Legwsluture some years ago, offsred the fairest basis

Permit me also, in their
names and my own, to acknowledge the obligations which we
are under tothe people of 1his Island for the confidence, courtesy
and kindness shown to us on all occasions and in every part of
it.  In mixing freely with the public men of the Province, we
have carefully abstaived from the expression of any opinioas
upon the mere party questions of the hour, nor do | wish to
touch them now. Parties, und party strife, and even party ac-
rimony and wjastice, are the prices we pay for freedom. You
will always have these. The Land Question is not indispen-
s'ble us a battle ground. There are others of sufficient megai-

information of the people whose interests were so deeply in- | of compromise —the best soluian of the difficulty that con'd be |
vulved, but in our monarchical country there were certain | degised, The Commissioners therefore strongly recommend 10|
[ Her Majesty’s Governwent to guarantee a Loan to the Colony |
public business, it was graceful and prudent to observe.  In{ of £100 000 sterling, tebe loaned on the pledge of the genernl
weeordance with official etiguette, therefore, it had been | revenue of the Island, te be applied to the purchase of the |
deemed proper that the Report shoald be transmitted t> the | estates, and repad out of the money paid by the tenants for the
Lieutenant Governor through the Seeretary of State.  1le had | conversion of their tenures. With & cashi account 10 this e x- {
no doubt that it would be printed in England and sent to the | ent at the disposal ot the G wernment, the compet.tion of pro-
Island without any unnecessary delav. ile had wo copy with prietors for the money would determme the value of lunds.
him, and of course could not pretend to give thew from | Frere would be no neeswity for covrcion.  ‘Phe estures would |
memory more than an outline of a document that c-wervd{bc bought st prices wuich wouald ensbie the Government to
hundreds of pages. He would do his best, however, to explain | pesell them low, and to reant all the arrears as had been dove
the general views and decisions propouaded by the Commis- |y respect of the Worrell and Seik rk Estates. |If the p,;cysf
sioners, i ! pard for those properties furmed any criterion, then for about

In the Eraminer of yesterday there was an abstract that [ 9., 6 ster] ng per acre 800,000 thousand acres could be re-
was in the main very aceurate. There was one paragraph, | lieved from the leageho'd teanre, Adding what was already
however, which though correet s) far us it went, did not free, there would remam bat abour 160,000 scres wh.eh could |
convey the entire judgmcut of the Commissioners,  The pura- easmly be purchased as ithe proceeds of the Se kuk and Worreil |
graph read thus :— Estates cnwe in. If the prices demanded were mgher the |

* The Commission consider that :he original grauts were | gperations might take alonger time 5 but far and above alio'her |

improvident, and the conditions not complied with ; but owing | solutions of the ditficul y tuis mode was cerisinly 10 be pre-|
to the lapss of tune, it is deemed mexpedient to interfere with | ferred.

them. The Conauission are of opiuion that the Government |
of the Colony Luve always had and still | ‘
establish & Court of Esclhieat.”

This 1s true. so far as it goes.

| and beyond all others. the best.  But should the lmperisi Go- |
The Government of Prince | vernment decline to gunrantee a loan, or the Provincial Go- |

wents, the right to Fscheat lands as part of its Constitution. | were provided. There were two. [t was n evidence before
But the Commissioners decide, that as this right has not been | the Commissioners that some leasehold properties were sell.ng
exercised for 43 years, that as the Crown had expressly in- | at high prices, and that for others the landlords had refused

tude and wnportance to engage your attention and employ all
your energies when this s swept irom the field of controversy
Liet - me umplore you then to upproach this great subject ina
becoming spirit, and to lend to your country your best abilities
to give vitainy and sceurity to this award by practical legisla-
tton. [fyuu do, trustme when | say that Prince Edward Island
will enter on a new era, aud that her industrial developement

tand socal elevation will be rapid and sirongly warked in the

happer fature betore her.

I have suid that there are inany guestions ta engage the atten-
ton of thougottul pabiie men. | will refer to but ene —the
Fishenies.  As i stand upon the Shores of the Strait of Canso,
and see the white suils of hundreds of American fishermen

| ghiding into this Gulif 1o carry away the treasares that surround

you—when | know that out of a single County of my Province
a hundred veautitul schiooners are sent here ©every saauner on
the same errund, | am smiten with wonder that the peoole of
Prince Kdward [sland appear 8o ind {forent 10 1he value of trea-
sures which all wie rest of the world so highly prize ; and if 1
were a native of this Island I wonld never rest ull my eountry
wen had windieated their right to largely appropriate 1h

Marine. Towns will rise up along the sea coast, giving a do-
mestic warket for the produce of the soil. (Questions such ae
this are worthy of the cousideration of your pubhic men, and
the developement of the resources of the Island, moral, 1ntellec-
tual and industrial, will, [ trust, task their highest powers when
these old questions have been adjusted and forgotten. | trust,

e, g X
| resvurces of the surrounding seas, which God has so abundantly | 10g place—soms members ol the Government gethng an ad-
T'his was the first solution of existing difficuliies recommended | enriched. From the prosccution of the fisheries will spring | drcws passed to compliment themsolves on their wenderful
08sess Llie power | by the Commisainnere, and 1t was i their cpinion, far abave [ more of Foreign V'rade and the steady growth of a Mercantile |

: :
- Ishad ;
{uiider the operation of the arbitration clsuse, that ka
levery case receive due consideration, and the award gy
'value of 1he farm be inade accordingly. o the matier
| missioners had, he thonght, gone quite as far as it wae
[for them to go, witis due and 1maartial regard (o all the ingey.
|ests concerning which it had been their’ imporant »
[deliberate and decide ; and a9 the people in M-:'b
[coming quite impatient to kuow the reeult, he was ploased 1y
| think that the report of ins ({lon Mr. Howe's) *Xposition of i
would, in a great weasure, relieve the public mind fm*
on account uf . He again thauked Mr. Howe for the saty.
factory wuanner in which be had expleined the wost
particulars of the Award—from which, he doubled not, s graay
deal of good wonld situnstely resu’t to the

duties of the Commiesioners had eertainly deen of a very onerony
nalure. .
|

Hon. Mr. Wuerax, M. P. P, baving pnno-l/ consthed
with the sther inambers of the Depuation, came forward, and
addressing the Hon. Mr. Howe, snid —He begged leave 1o tendyr

[to the qrality of the soil 10 diffzreut parts of the

H

nformation which, st their request, he had been plessed g9
candiily and éauteously 10 communics e to them for the infor-
mation of the people.  Such information had ﬁru-u‘.‘
| been most anxiously looked for by thew ; and.be would unde:-
lake that it shou!d, a3 s0oon as pessible, be tranemitted to
quarter of the lslend. They would, doubtiess, be gisd tomn-
for althengh the decisions by which they would
learn the Royal Commmissioners had arrived might pol equyl
their expectations, it would yet afford them relief from the
anxiety and euspense to whick they had se long been doumed’
respecting it.  He hoped, Lowever, he should be excused frog
saying that he much regreited that etiguette should have bess
theught to prescribe that a duly suthenticated copy of the Awand
should not reach the people in any cther way than by the e
cuitous route through Dowaing S:reet ; for — owing o
delays and other causes—it might yet be severs! monihe

the transmissmon of 1t to the leland wouid be made from the
office of the Secretary of Swate. M. Whhq’.l

by again—for himself and his brother [lelegates— ing Mr,
Howe for the very tull and particular information which he bad
communicated, and for the very kind and endud:iu 18 whieh
he had given it. And so the sudience termi i

R. B. TRVING, Reporter.

. REVIEW OF THE AWARD.
No. 1.

Tax mo:t prominent place in our columns is due, and mes
|readily given to the above statement from the Hon. Mr. Howe
| on the award of the Land Commission. From the outline given,
!we are not iuclined to attach much iwportance 1> she award,
| but we attuch great importance to the fuct shat the ecuntry
;i- now relieved from suspense and anxiety with rogard s |
"knowledge of its principles.  For about two yeure the Govers-
i ment purty have held out the most extravagant hopes and 3
pectations as te the benefits which the tensntry would deriee
from the Com nission,—we were told that all the arresrsof
rent would be forgiven - that the leasehold tenure woudd be
speedily abolislied —that all agitation and discontsns would be
| set ut rest regarding the Land Question, wnd that & pesceful,
happy and prosperous career would be inaugurated in this ls-
laud by the award of the Commission. Sueh nonsense as thig
is even yet encouraged und propagated by members, supporters
| and parasites of the Government ; the Governer eannvs take s
| drive to air bimsell without an exhibition of this bu?bqﬂ-

’

| statesinanship in promoting the Commission ; and the Gover-
| nor—unfortunately for his reputation—is iﬁdu«‘\h"in L
approving response to {he bulderdush and misrepresentation
uttered on the occasion. Now, we propose to shew beyond
the shadow of doubt—in a series of articles to be published

Istructed the Governors not to sanction any such measures—

as, though power bad cliuuged hands, no political party l;wll

from the tenants 20s. sterling an acre. 1t was clear that, how-
ever valuable these properties might be, the 'andlord’s interest
The Commissioners then

[ title would be swept away.
|ulike unsettied, and it did not follow, even if juries could be
{got to despoil the grantees, that the lands would belong to | tenant is not prepared to pay the money down, he may pay by

| volving the title to a single estats to last for fourteen yeurs.

resorted to this remedy, it was now too late to talk abouat|in them was but 20 years purchase.
Escheat, und that a solution of the difficulties must be sought | award, that when any tenant shall tender to his landlord 20
in other directions.  Besides, the Comumissioners were opposed | vears purchase, or £100, the lsndlord shall be bound to give
to Fscheat, because if the original grants were annalied ull | him a deed. aond if the tenant pays in cash, a deduction of 10
Freehold and leasehold would be { per cent. Under this ciause tenants can at once, and without
|de'ny, convert tieir farms and become freeholders. If the
tnose who oceapied them. For these, and other reasons, it | instalments of £10 a year for ten years, the rent duninishing
would be seen by the Report that the Commissioners while as the nstalments are paid.
recognizing the abstract power of the Government, put aside|  Bet many farms are not worth 20 years purchase. and i
the plan of escheating the lands a» impracticable aud absurd | are wortn very hittle.  To provide for sll suck Tases the Com- |
at the present day. } missioners uward, thal any tensut who wants to purchase may
On one point Mr. Howe said that he wished to offer an ex- | tender to %m landlord what he conceives to be the value of his
planation. It was very natural that the people of Prizzs’ farm, say £30 or £40. If the landlord accepts there 18 an end
Edward Island should be impatient of delay, and »x50us for | of the matier.  If he declines he must appoint an arbitrator,
an early decision. But be bad known % Chancery suit in- b the tenant appoints another, und 1f these (wo cannot agree they
appoint a third. These three men fix the price to be paid for
the farn. If 1t exceeds the tenant’s offer the tenant pays the
expense of the arbitration. If it does not, the expenses are to

- . . |
[t was no uncommwon t' 7,5 for a suit about land in our Com-]

mon Law Courts.o run over two or three terms. The Com-
wissioners Wwere all busy men, surrounded by public and |be paid by the ‘andlord. The award 18 final and binding upon
personal engagements. A million of acres were involved in {ull parties without appeal. The expenses could not exceed a
the Land Question, and the rights end interests of 70 or 80,- | few pounds. By this sumple mnchinery, said Mr. Howe, every
000 people. It could Lardly be said that the Commissioners, | lease 1o the Island may be converted into freehold should the
in adjudicating upon the varied and mowmentous questions | Brivsh Government, winch I trust it will not, decline to gua-
jcovered by their Cowmission, in eighteen months ¢.uld be | rantee a loan.
charged with want of zeal, decision and industry.  For him-| ‘The process of arbitration was common in all our Courts. The
(self be would have preferred to have had another year, be- | people were familiar with it. There would of course be de-
| eause although he believed that they had exhausted the!cismnl us various us the localities, and the watenals of which
| evidence, and carefully examined the bearings of every ques- | these simple tribunals were composed. But tnat could not be
| tion still another year sught have been well spent in reviewing!he!ped. The Commissioners would much have pieferred a
| the whole case, and in giving to the language of the Report | skilfull valuer for the whole Is!and, but they bad no power to
| greater condensation and precision.  But the Commissioners | appoint or pay such an officer, and it was quite clear that a
| bad fels from the first that every hour’s delay was fatal or | valuer appointed by the Government would not give sausfac-
| injurious to some existing interest. They had, therefore, not | tion. There unight be, under the system proposed, some eccen-
(only given to the Commission all their leisure bours when | tric valuations. A farm at one end of the Island might be
separated. but when together had labored mosy assiduously. | valued too high and one at the other too low, but, afier all, the
At Rothsay he was rarely in bed after four o'cloek, and the system was the best that could be devised, and no wvsiemn was
[daily labours of the Comwission never closed till six. He |perfect. Tenants whose price was fixed by arbitrstion, would
be entitied 1o a discourt of 5 per cent. for cash, and could pay

| trusted, therefore, that all parties would be satisfied that

TY ol his Despa‘ches, would not therefore be bound by

at no distanit day, to see these maritime Provinces more closely from time to time—that the Commission, as a meuns of set
united — their great iines of communication strengthened and | :

improved ; and at some more appropriate season it will give me | tH0g the land question, and allaying ail agitation arising eed
pleasure to explain to you how ail this may be brought about. |ofit, is the most signal failure that could be imagined,—~we
Here the Hon. Mr. Howe would have concluded his remarks, 8hall prove that the tenaunt will get no relief from the awand

but the Hon. Mr. WaELAN naving stepped forward, and apolo-  —_that his case is even worse than it was hﬁ)“'m Commis-
getically requested to know, for the information of the people, | :

what course, if any, the Comwmissioners, in their Award, had | slon wua uppointe.d. by reason of the groat en 5 &

recommended 10 be pursued wilh respect to thase Proprietors | to the landlords in the authoritative reeognition of their itle

who had not been consenting parties to the appointment of the | —in the usseny given t their usurpation of the rights of the

M > i > i) H

Commission. axd whom the Duke of Newenstia bad ':}:‘:“'\“"’":: | Crown and people, and in the exceedingly high price set upon

| Township lands. We shall also show that the scheme de-

The Hon. Mr. [lowe.—Yes, the Duke of Newcastle had cer- | vised of converting the leasehold tenure into u fzehold one by

tainly said u'm the Commissioners t;lnd u(; power "l; bind the | arbitration cannot be followed out except in very rare instar-

proprietors who were not parties to the reference ; but, at the

sawe time, His Grace had given a most significant hint that | *o°’ .and that Vhun T5ere Wit s oot oty AN T

they muet, if they refused, expect no sid from him if difficulties ‘ tending any arrangement made under the scheme. We esn

l’lo.e h:feafler. The view taken by the Commssioners was ;nlso eusily prove the injustice proposed to be done to the peo-
this:  That as the Crown had overlooked all the laches of these : yaliet olaime
people — had forgiven them their arrears and paid the Ciwvil | pio of the Tekanl with Sagind ¢0-thy S pgbe

Last, which they ought to have paid out of the Treasury of | Fishery reserves,—we shall discues the policy of the existing

Great Britain, that they m=.rei bound to submit to any policy?Guvetnment regarding the Loan recommended . by the Com-
which had the sanction of the Linperial and Provincial Govern- | .. Da0e *
ments. If they did not, the Commissioners thought they ought ;mmoncrs. pede ﬁr“ ond mest St} spenses fe ‘h'

to be constrained by leguslation. W hatever their rigits were, of the leasehold system,—and we are confident we shall show
they should bend before the public interests, as those of the | that, altogether, the award is of such a character as to rende

Seigneurs of Canada, of the Siave owners in the West lndies, it impossible for the Legislature of this Islaud to f .»

of the Cominissioners ;

or of the owners of the encumbered estates in Ireland had been |
made 1o bend, when great interests or high moral consideratons | Befors they attempt to take any action upon it, it will be our
were at stake. | buginess to make the country thoroughly conversant with all

Bexsamin Davies, Esquire, then came forward, and apologie- | its details. But before we begin this review we desirs tosy
ing to the Hon. Mr. Howe for the trouble he was about to impose

n a0 overwhelning force charged on Captain Tor- |

there had been no unyecessary delay.
| Upon ancther point it was due to all parties that an expla-
| pation should be made.  When the Comwmissioners were here
| Vst summer they held an open Court for weeks together in
. . .

Iull parts of the Island,and heard eyery body,either personally
jor by delegate. A vast body of testimony was thus accamu-
!hu.ed. but us almost everybody was a witness for himself or
! gave testimony under strong party or persunal Lias, it becawe
(indigpensable that the Commissioners should be in a position
'to eheck the statements by retarns and infurmation collected
by & cowmpetent person whose errand to the [sland nobody
knew. To perform this service Mr. George Wightman was
(selected, and as that gentleman was perliaps not much known
| here, it might be satisfuctory to the people to know samething
iuhuul him. George Wighuman was born on the banks of the
ib'huhnucudle, und Las been familiar with farms and farming
from Lis borhosd [aving a natural tura for science, he
tayght himscll engincering, and when Sir James Kewmpt came
to our Province from the battle ficlds of the continent, where
he had seen Napeleon's great roads, he brought with him
| MeAdam’'s Treatige, and began to turn public attention to the
{improvements suggested. At that time all our great roads
ran over the hills. Wightman was employed to resurvey
them, and many of the best roads of our country we owe to his
#kil snd to that of the young men who he trained in this ser-
vice. W hen the St. Andrew's Railroad wus commeuced he
| sought employment on that work . where he learned and tanght
& good deal.  When the line from St Juhn to Shediac was
sommenced, Mr. Light. who knew Wightman's value, took
him there, and has assared me that in the completion of that
great work Wightman's practieal knowledge und experience
were of the utwost value. A wun so trained wus just the man

we wanted, purticulunly when we koew thay bos cuaraoger and

1

by nstalments if they preferred that mode.

The Commniesionere, for a time, clung to the belief that they
could fix some mediwa price, which could be spplied to the
whole Island. But they were compelled to abandon that idea.
Some Isnde were worth §10 an acre, some were not worth 5s.
No medwum price couid have been fixed that would not have
worked frighttal injustice. If fixed too low the best properties
would be sacrificed. 1ftoo high the poorer class of tenants
could not purchase at all.

As respected the arrears of rent, the Commissioners had been
most arXxious to act fairly between man and man. Very large
arrears had accumnlated on many of the estates.  After anxious
deliberation the Counnniesioners had decided to strike off all the
arrears which had accrued prior to 1858. This left to the
landiord as iuch as in most ¢ises he could ever col ect, and it
freed thetany it from a heavy burthen. Arrears of rent must
of course yy paid up before the landiord was buund 10 sell, but
the tenan would have no difficu'ty 1o borrowing what he wanted
when histitle to the farm was to be confirined by the transaction.

Mr. Howe said he had seen nt siated in the Eraminer that
proprietors and their agents had, since the appoinuwment of the
Land Commission, been exerting themselves by the exaction of
Judgment bonds, promissory notes, and other securities from
such of the tenwnte as were in arreurs. That wight be the
case, and he Commissioners might regret that it wus so, bat
they had no power to prevent them, or to arrest the ordinary
course of law. All that they could do was to hasten their de-
cizion, and now it was qui ¢ clear that the sooner that the
Award was confirmed by iegislation, the sooner would the ten-
antry be protected from suy pressure of this kind.

On reviewing the actions of vur ancestors we sometimes
think them great fools, as our posterity will think us heresfier.
Of all the weis of foily evwmitted in relation o tus lsland,

T

could scareely fail to follow as an inevitable conseguence.

upon him, by presuming 1o require from him some information
on a point to which he had not adveriea in the explanation which
he had so fully and kindly given, said—Public interests, as well
as private, were, in his opinion, te a certain extent, placed before
the Royal Land Comanesion, to be adjudicated upon by them ;
and he conceived it 1o be the duty of public men to look, in an
especial manner, with a careful and jealous eye to the preser-

vation of public rights when they were in any way called in
question ; forif they suffered public rights to be invaded and

wiringed upon, the invasion and dimmnuuen of private rights
In
listening to the information which his Excellency had so kindly
afforded, he had failed to discover that any srrangement had
been made for the protection or satisfaction of the claims which
the people had upon the lands held by the proprietors. On the

contrary, his Excellency had suid that the Commission—in-

duced thereto by varicus considerations — had confirmed the
original grants ; and that lapse of tune and the tenor of various
despatches fro:a the Colonial Office had confirmed them in the
propriety of remitting the Quit Rents also to the proprietors ;
and he had also understood ms Exceliency to say that the Co-
lomal Government had not, as guardians of the sacred trust
reposed in thew by the people, tuken any action to lead the Com-
missioners to beheve otherwise than that the Government
admitied the validity of the proprietary claims. As such wae
the case, he would just beg leave 1o state that the people very
f‘enernlly and their triends laboured under the opiulon that the

oyal Comumesion would point out tne forfeied and oiher lands
which were the property of the people, us well as siate the
amount of debts due 10 the Colony in the shape of Quit Reuts
and otherwise. When, in the year 1854, that part of the Civil
1 1st of the Colony which had been borne aad paid by the lm-
perial Government ceased to be so paid,and the p ple, throuah

a Tew words touching the manner in which we obtuined the
information from Mr. Howe, and the conduct of that genile
man during his last short visit to Charlottetown. .
Since it was known, soveral weeks ago, that the Commissien
had closed their labours at Rotheay, yreat avziety was feld
here to know what decision they had come to. Itwas belioved
that if the Government werd’not in possession of information
touching the principles of the award, they were entitled to il
and might easily procure it from either one or all the €o-
missioners. If they did not get o copy of it officially, they
might have obtained an abstract or outline of it, which they
could have published without deluy, to satisfy the matursl
curiosity of our people. We had some glimpses of thesward
{rom private correspondence ; and as thess were given o 4he
public, the Government began to feel rather uneasy. Mr.
Howe arrived on Saturday, the 17th inst. ; no one Cl#,
bim ; but his arrival was very opportune, and has been. the
means of exploding all the gas about the Commission. ?
had not been here many hours before his attention 'ﬂ*‘,
to an article n the Ezaminer of the 12th, which p!w,
give a faint outline of the award. There were two or three
slight inaccuracies in our article ; but the Government weré
very sensitive, and Mr. Howe was advised to correct the inse-
curacies ; and he didso ; mnmuu-ﬂ!
1 the value of our first statement, as the report of his 0w8

the action of their Parliamentary representatives, 1cok upon
themselves the burthens of the whole Ciwil Last, they did s0 en
the express condition and with the assured understanding that,
in rewrn for their so doing, there would, over and above the
concession of self governuent, be surrendered and placed at
the disposal of the Colonial Legislature all the quit rents, crown
lands, und permanent revenues belonging to the Crows in the

specch shows. Mr. Howe, with that frankness and ingent )
ousness so characteristic of the man, expressed his views froely

the day after his arrival on thesubject of the award. Heeos
sidered it absurd and very unfair to the people of the Isiand

to obegrve any secrecy aboutit, and he kindly ¥ o
teercd the information tous which we gave to ous




