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The New Mercantilism

It is fashionable nowadays to imagipe
that the problems both economic and polit-
ical which besct us on every side are o new
and strange that history offers no evidence
of which way to look for a solution. Cragck-
pot economics, therefore, has beco‘m.e as
prevalent in Canada as crackpot religion in
Los Angeles, California.

The fact of the matter is that Canada,
in common with other countries of the so-
called free world, is suffering from a dis-
case which bears a striking similarity to
“mercantilism” of 18th century England.
For mercantilism was, in effect, economic
planning. Governments of that day, as to-
day, narrowly prescribed the rulds for trade
and labour, and did all they could to foster
exports while discouraging imports other
than gold. .

In England the semi-feudal Statute of
Artificers fixed wages in relation to the
cost of living, allocated the supply of la-
bour, and prescribed apprenticeship rules.
Protective tariffs against imports were aim-
ed chiefly at printed and dyed calicoes,
which threatened to affect adversely the
domestic market for British wools. So
heated did public opinion become on the
subject that an attempt was even made to
require everyone to wear woolen caps on
Sundays!

It is not without significance that Adam
Smith’s epoch-making “Wealth of Natiens”’,
in which he argued that mercantilism would
bring economic and political disaster upon:
Britain and urged that free trade and com-
petition offered the greatest chance for
prosperity, should have been published in
the same year as the revolt of Britain’s
thirteen colonies and the outbreak of the
War of Indep'endence.

Napoleon prevented Britons from giving
Adam Smith's policies a try until well into
century. The long war
which ended in 1815 with Napoleon’s down-
fall was followed by a series of depressions,
during which time *“Chartism” emerged as
the precursor of Communism. It was not
until Cobden and Bright won their cam-

Adam Smith’s theories saw the light of;
day. When they did, England entered upon
a period of prosperity which lasted for near-
ly a céntury and which gave her the high-
ast living standard in the world.

Wars and depressions have once again
yrought us to Socialism and Communism, the
latter-day versions of ‘“Chartism”. Per-
haps some day before long a twentieth cen-
tury Adam Smith will emerge to lead us
back along the road to economic sanity.

Maginot Line Mentality

France and the French general stalf
have gone down in history as illustrating
the folly of emphasizing materfal and
static preparations and neglecting the hu-
man factgr. .The Magzinot line mentality
was not peculiar to France, however, or
aven to governments, as witness the fiasco

posts in it are not going to be abandoned
by the free nations; that the Jocal people
can co-operate, or not. f

Perhaps Mr, Churchill can straighten all
this out with President Truman.

EDIIORIAL NOIES

Reports are good for markets for poul-
try, eggs, bacon—the favourable weather
is appreciated by livestock and humans
alike. ‘

- - - .

A tremendous number of Royal snap-
shots have been developed, and no doubt
will be kept as pleasing souvenirs of an
historic occasion.

The first meeting of the League of
Nations was held this date 1920. The Lea-
gue consisted of 28 allied states and four-
teen neutral states. The U. S. A. was not
a member. Membership was later increas-
ed to sixty states.

- - -

Neither Quebec nor Halifax seetm alto-
gether satisfied with their rate of expan-
sion as shown by census figures. For that
very reason the census is valuable to keep
too-enthusiastic estimates from being taken
as actual figures.

» - -

The Catholic Social Welfare Bureau,
which is appealing for funds this week,
holds out a helping hand to the unfortun-
ate of any or no religion. The general pub-
lic is not being canvassed for support but
undoubtedly a great many will contribute
unasked. ’

L] » L]

Again this year in December, the Do-
minion Bureau of Statistics, co-operating
with all of the provinces, will conduct the
annual survey of the numbers of livestock
on farms, and the cost of hired labor.
Farmers will receive these forms about De-
cember 1, and are urged to fill them out
fully and promptly.

- . -

It seems strange to Canadians how per-
sonal popularity of anyone is exploited in
the United States. If General Eisenhower
were. a Canadian we should probably be
trying as hard to keep his fame distinct
from partisan politics as his fellow Amer-
icans seem to be to drag him in.

L] * »

Britain has 9,630,000 cattle. Of these,
seven million are in England, one million
in Wales, and 1,600,000 in Scotland. Big-
gest cattle county is Yorkshire, with over
750,000. Next comes Devon, Somerset,
Cornwall, Shropshire and Lancaster. Big-
gest Scottish cattle county is Aberdeen with
255,500 and Ayr next with 154,000. Big-
gest Welsh county is Carmarthen with 142,-
000.

. L] »

The World Health Organization, report-
ing the results of a survey of world pop-
ulation in 51 countries, reports that in the
last 50 years, more persons have been add-
ed to world population than were actually
living, in 1900, in the entire world except
in Asia; and adds that the rate of increase
for the 20th century shows world popula-
tion to be increasing as never before.

L] *

Charges of anti-Commonwecalth discrim-

jination by the wholly American censorship

in Korea may well have some basis in fact.
It may be assumed that American corre-
spondents' think and write much along the
lines of the censors themselves, whereas
the approach of British correspondents is
no doubt somewhat different. Under such
circumstances it is most important that the
censors recognize their lack of objectivity
and lean backwards to avoid discrimination.

of the $12,000 tarpaulin purchased by the| . * .

Canadian Rugby Union to protect the sta-
dium of the University of Toronto against
The idea was quite workable and
eased,the minds of fans. The only- trouble
was that when thé time came no one would
order the covering put on.

There are many instances of such re-
liance on static safeguards and they all pro-
vide the warning that szcurity is a state of
mind. Anything that lulls us into a sense
of safety is itself a menace, no matter how
strong a protection it may seem to be.

Is Russia Winning?

U.. 8. News, well-known Washington
Journal, agrees that the Third World War
is on and is being won by the Russians be-
sause they realize that it is going on, and
we do not,

Needed (says Letter Review) is a fair-
ly complete abandonment of U. N., except
as a talking shop; expansion of NATO plan;
armed alliance of the free nations, te cove:
all the points at which their interests are
atfacked. e e

Washington is still living too much in
the anti-imperialist past. All North Af-
rica and the Middle East are falling into
. ? drive, which
Government encouraged in the

The only possible hope of a solution
that problem is the U. S. to

3

Our City Council and politicians should
take note of this tip from News Week. “Big
cities are being warned that the coming
jet transports will need 15,000-foot run-
ways, compared with present 5,000-t0-8,000-
foot lengths. Some cities may, be up against
it. At Los Angeles, for instance, ‘projected
new highways would prevent stretching
the runways that much. . ., Indianapolis
is mapping a series of heliports for the
roofs of proposed parking garages. It's
looking to the day when a ’copter shuttle
service may solve downtown parking prob-
lems."”

L L] L

Minister of Health Martin.reports that
the survey started last Fall has been com-
pleted. A great mass of information is
being tabulated and analyzed. As a result
of the survey future planning of the health
needs of Canadians will be based on more
exact knowledge than has ever before been
possible. Forty thousand people from 10,-
000 Canadian families were questioned
about their illnesses and accidents; what
they spent on hospitals, doctors and drugs;
their health environments. The survey will
make it possible to estimate more or less
accurately the number of handicapped in
Canada, the extent of their disabilities and
their potential earning power. The pur-
pose of this Federal-Provincial program is
to assess the health services available in

for
openly with Britain and France
tha negplg of that arss that

out-

]

each province and expand them where need-
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POLITE BUT FIRM

From an address to Her Majesty
Queen Victoria, passed in the Le-
gislative Assembly, 22nd Marci,
1850:

“The late House of
having been dissolved by Your
Majesty's representative in thus
Colony a year previous to the ex-
piry of the date for which it was
elected, it is believed by the ma-
jority of the new Assembly that
the object of the dissolution was
to ascertain the opinions of the
inhabitants of the Colony in re-
fcrence to the question, whether
the system of administration in
this part of Your Majesty’s do-
minions should be assimilated ‘o
tinat which obtains in the other
dependencies of the Crown on this
continent; or, in other words,

were favorable to the introduction
of the principles of Responsible
Government in the management
o: their local affairs...

“While such is the belief of the
people, they cannot but regre!
that no official intimation has
been given them by the administ-
ration of the Government of this
Island...It is, however, the duty
of the House of Assembly to state
to Your Majesty, that the ques-
tion of Responsible Government
was the first .and foremost and
almost only one agitated upon the
hustings, and that eighteen mem-
bers out of the twenty-four who
comprise the number of the
people’s representatives are now
solicitious for its adoption.

“Thus stipulated by their duty
to their constituents, and by firm
adherence to their own views, the
House of Assembly felt themselves
bcund to declare, at the opening
of the present Session, in answer
to the Speech of His Exceilency
the Lieutenant Governor, that|
they had no confidence in Your
Majesty’s Executive Council of this
Colony—

“Because that Executive Council
is composed of gentlemen whose
pelitical principles are believed to
be inimical to the advancement of
this Island’'s prosperity:

“Because certain departments of
government under their
have, in several instances.
grossly mismanaged:

“Because it has been their pol-
fcy to perpetuate a system of
favoritism, by dispensing the pat-
ronage of the Crown amongst their
own immediate dependents and
relatives, to the manifest dissatis-
faction of the great majority of
Your Majesty's. subjects in this
Colony: .

“Because offices of emolument
have been bought and sold under
the irresponsible system of gov-
ernment which it has been the
policy of the Executive Council to

been

perpetuate:

“Because the revenues of the

country have not been judiciously
ded in developing its re-

sources and encouraging industry,
but rather too often squandered in
speculation and extravagance.

“For these and other reasons
the House of Assembly have come
to a resolution not to proceed to
de business with the Executive
Council, until such time as that
branch is remodelled—so as to re-
flect the opinions of the inhabit-
ants. bf this Colony—to give it the
full benefits of the British Con-
stitution, and thus to Garry out
Your Majesty’s gracious intentions
towards your subjects in this part
of your Dominions.”

The sequel to this resolution was
that despite Lieutenant Governor
Sir Donald Campbell’s
strances, the House rose without
granting Supply. According to an
account in The Islander newspap-
er, the members simply ‘“packed
up their duds, shook the snow
from their feet, and marched off,
whistling the appropriate air of
‘Johnny Cope’.” o
CHURCH LANDMARK

BANK, Nfld. — (CP)
The ted Church heve, a land-
mark le out to sea, was. the
scene of anniversary celebrations
of the consecration of the first

church on that site 75 years ago.,
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whether the people of this Island L

control | ¢d

remon- | history

The lack of order and stability
in Asia is undoubtedly one of the
major threats to peace, says the
current Monthly Review of the
ank of Nova Scctia which dis-
cusses the economic problems of
India and Pakistan and the sig-
nificance of the Colombo Plan.

In the past year the war in Kor-
ea and the strife in Indo-China
and Malaya have incicated the
tremendous costs which are in-
volved when the underlying un-
settlement and  discontent are ex-
ploited and burst into violence. It
is obviously in the interests of
Western nations to do whatever
they can to alleviate discontent
and to foster greater political and
economic stability in Asia.

The Colombo Plan represents

Colombo Plan Background

(Bank of Nova Scotia Monthly Review)

ers and ticides, and improve-
ment of sx:;:le of tre simplest tools
could work wonders.
Improvements in agriculture
alone, however, are not enough,
for more efficient farming meth.
ods might well decrease the need
for labour and so add to the pres-

ent plus population of  the
coungside. The need, then, Is
for a complementary develop-

ment of industry and of the basic
services like railways, roads, har-
bour facilities and power, which
pave the way for both industrial
and ngrlcultural. p:og:ess.

.

To the attainment cf such de-
velopments there are many ser-
jous obstacles — the problem of
land ownership and peasant In-
fragmentation of land,

an effort by the Ci wealth
o .come to grips with, and focus
world attention on, the economic
problems of South and South-
East Asia. It outlines what is be-
lieved to be a practicable six-year

inadequate supplies’ of fertilizers
and tools, the existence of = deep-
set habits and prejudices and the
generally low level of education
and public health. Given time,
these obstacles can be t

program oOf capital dev lop t
for the Commonwealth countries
in the area and suggests the
amount of outside economic tech-
nical assistance which would be
recessary to carry out such a pro-
gram
. . .

Discussing some of the econo-
mic problems of India and Pakis- |
tan, the Review notes that close
to 70 per cent of the 430 million
people of these countries are still
directly d t on agriculture,
end the characteristic type of
social unit is stiil the traditional
peasant village.

The peasant village ‘today, how-
ever, is going through a period of
great stress, Though it has never
provided much more than a bare
subsistance to its inhabitants, in
recent decades the village econ-
omy has become perceptibly poor-
er, The customary small holdings
of land have terded to become
even smaller and the proportion
of peasants owning their own
land has declined. Farming tech-
niques for the most part are still
primitive and a heavy burden of
peasant indebtedness has develop-

One of the most basic problems
of these countries is the increas-
ing pressure of population on the
food supply. In the past ten years,
the population of India alone has
increase¢ by more than 40 mil-
lions, or about three t'mes as much

as the whole of the Canadian
population. Food production,
meanwhile, has failed to keep

pace. Smaller imports of rice have
been available from Burma and,
though efforts have been made
to increase production, the in-
crease has been barely enough to
offset the loss of Burmese rice,
let alone to take care of the in-
crease in population.

The dismal results, says the
Review, have been an even small-
er margin of safety against fame
ine and repeated  emergency ex-
penditures for North American
grain of dollars which could other-
wise have been spent on much-
needed capital goods,

L I 1

Partition has further aggravate
ed the economic problems of ia
and Pakistan by interfering with
the natural flow of raw materials
to processing plants and by creat-
ing enormous refugee problems
for both countries. Between 1047
and' 1060 it is pelieved that some
14 milllon people migrated be-
tween the two countries — one of
the biggest mass movements in

'rhou'gh the problems of these
countries are by no means entire-
ly of an economic nature, the Re-

po

fundamental difticulties is the
low level of development of their
economies. The primary need, for
India in particular, is to increase
the production of food. Some-
thing can be dons in this direc-
tion by the extension of land un-
der ‘cultivation. Much more can
be done, however, b‘ndm. to

¢f n

out that one of the| interesting.

ed. Progress, however, depends
heavily on securing outside aid in
the form of both capital goods
and technical assistance. '

The Colombo Plan outlines a
program for both technical assis-
tance and external leans or grants
to the countries of South and
South-East Asla, Under the tech-
nical assistance part, a consider-
able number of Indians and Pak-
istanis have come to this coun-
try to take university courses, to
get experience in factories and
power plants, or to observe Cana-
dian techniques ot experimental
farms, road construction projects,
and so on, ;

With respect to economic ald,
Commonwealth contrihutions  for
the first year of the Plan include
Australia £7 milllons, New Zea-
land £1 millions = and Canada
£8 1-2 millions ($25 millions).
However, the great bulk of the
funds necessary to carry out the
Plan has still to be raised, and ad-
mirable though the Plan is as &
responsible effor: to come to
grips with the problems of South
Asia, a great deal remains to be
done to carry it to fruition.

To be realistic, the success of
the Colombo Plan will depend on
substantial assistance from - the
United States as well as participa-
tion by such international agen-
cies as the World Bank. To date
the United States has not taken
an active part in the Plan, though
the U. S. government has pro-
mised to coordinate Its Asiatic
.policies with it.

Disturbing R?porls
On Immigration

Immigration figures are disturb-
ing. They show that of the 116,657
immigrants who entered Canada
during the first eight months ot
this year, 54 per cent settled in
Ontario, and 18 per cent in Que-
bec. Thus the two Central Pro-
‘vinces got seven out of every ten
immigrants.

Ontario and Quebec need immi-
grants, But other Provinces need
them much worse, if Canada's
economic structure is ever to be
balanced. Present trend of immi-
gration, natural increase, and in-
terprovincial migration is to make
Central. Canada even more top-
heavy, in relation to West and
Maritimes, than it already is.

Curious thing is that Western
and Maritime Provinces, which
should be deeply concerned over
this, show little awareness of it.
Immigration, which bullt Western
Canada, is virtually a dead issue
there.

National origin of immigrants is
. Of the 116,657 who
came in during the eight-month
period, 19086 were from UK. 15~
550 from Holland, 14,167 from It-
aly, 13,047 from Germany, 8612
from Poland, 5,249 from U8, 4315
from France,

English, French and U.8, jmmi-
grants were thus outnumbered by
Duteh and Italian,

The Australian State of New

improve the yleld ow cul-
tivated. The- introduciion of bet-

ter seeds and better
methods, increased use of

farming
fertiliz-

South Wales annually produces a
|1arge crop of dried leaf tobacco.
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In Finland there are three co-
operative hool The
movement has one, the agricult-
vral movement another, and the
big city cooperative of Helsinki has
its own school combined with a
social center for. employees. These
schools in Europe are wused for
various training purposes; for the
local presidents and secrétaries of
the Farmers’ Union, Labor Union
and for the leaders and officials of
many departments and organiza-
tions, in addition to the co-oper-
atives.

In such_schools it is possible to
get down™ to the roots of social
problems, to analyse trends and
conditions, and to do some long
term planning. Both Norway and
Sweden have each two national
cooperative colleges. One is sup-
ported by the farmers and the
other by the industrial groups.

In Norway, Sweden and Den-
mark, as well as in other places, a
policy is being worked out where-
by every employee of the cooper-
atives must pass two special ex-
aminations before receiving a per-
manent appointment or being al-
lcwed to participate in the co-
operative pension plan. In Eng-
land similar requirements are also
being seriously considered.

These examinations would re-
semble somewhat civil service ex-
aminations, except that one would
be on cooperative philosophy and
icdeals, and the other on the tech-
nical work of the particular branch
in which the person wishes to be
employed. Accounting, clerking,
buying, requires special training,
and there is a course and examin-
ation for each. From these schools
the best and most promising stu-
dents are selected and sent on for
further training, usually to the
national cooperative colleges or to
a university.

Members’ Education
Library systems and correspond-
ence courses are usually directed
by the educational department too.
These cover not only cooperative
and economic subjects, but ail
phases of general education. They
are a very popular method of ad-
vanced study.

In Western Germany, there is a
research insfitute connected with
each university. These institutes,
like our extension departments, do
reseaych work, prepare booklets,
and Work with the cooperative
newspapers in reviewing the mass
of cooperative literature which is
printed throughout the world to-
day. 1he importance of keeping
in touch with what others are do-
ing is stressed. From these papers
and magazines, any Ideas and
suggestions whicly might be of lo-
dal interest are selected, translated
and re-printed.

There are cooperative youth
clubs in every country, Those arc
usually supervised by the educa-
tional department in the urban
centers, but generally they are not
making much headway as far as
local interest and education are
concerned., Some of their exchange
visits between countries are, no
doubt, of value, but in so far as
local programs are concerned,they
apparently contribute little to the
cooperative movement.

Many leaders have come to the
okvious conclusion that the job of
cooperative education is mainly
technical. They claim that the
first responsibility of a cooperative
is to train its staff and officials.
This can best be done, in fact can
only be done, by bringing those
people away from their own jobs
and surroundings for a short time
into a central school where a con-
centrated course of discussion can
be carried on.

When the staff and directors of
an organization are properly train-
ed, the business will operate etfic-
fently; this idea is practical and
i3 produoing both financial and
social results where followed. 1t is
the belief of many that only in
this way—through central schools
—can emcien.cy.be. attained.

At the same time, the general
membership must not be forgot-
ten, The education department,
the research institutes, the exten-
sion workers are always able and
available to discuss the cooperat-
ive movement' in all its aspects.
This can be done best, not at
special rallies but by interesting
and logical lectures, at meetings
of‘local groups -of the Farmers'
Union, of the farm youth organiz-
ations, of the Labor Unions, and
at joint meetings of any or all of
these.

The Junior Chamber of Com-
merce or any other group inter-
ested in social and economic ques-
tions is supplied with speakersand
lnfonmtlgn. A group of lecturers
is available at all times, usually
half of the expenses for such a
lecturer is borne by the cooperat-
ives and the other half by the in-
viting group.

This small charge helps to in-
sure a well organized local meet-
ing and to provide good lecturers,
capable of coping with varied aud-
fences and a wide range of opin-
fons. Further meetings and addi-
tional information can be easily
provided but the initiative to ob-
tain this help and follew up the

usually rests with the local lead-
ers of the organization.
. . .

Cooperatives, especially in Eng-
land and Sweden also help with
night classes and work with the
universities, trade unions and oth.
er groups, who run regular even-
ing courses.. Edueational depart-
ments of the larger co-operative
wholesales make films of work in
their ‘own country and translate
the ,commentaries of foreign films
into their own language. They
prepare gramophone recordings If
there is any special message to be

Lessons From Europe
In Community Progress
By l:.eo P. Ma;uc
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COOPERATIVE SCHOOLS

matters discussed at such lectures|:

—

-given to patrons of the
stores, Some of the larger g
ies use the gramophone syste,
advertising. It may soung
high-pressure business, byt it
efrleczlve when there is a speclal
sale on, or a special
the patrons. pee fessage for
The farm organizations w

loca!
0Ciet
m for
like

ith sup.
port from the Ministry of Ed:lég.
tion in Europe sponsor “Youth

Institutes”. These are winter

dential schools where yountgnrar:;;l:
ers may take a one-year agrigy).
tural course. These same schooly
often serve as the headquarters of
the local farm organization, The
institutes invite representatives of
the cooperative movements, indus.
try, and men from all phases of
business and politics to thefy
evening - classes. The heateq dise
cussions and arguments that usy.
ally ensue add interest to the pro-
gram and attract everyone in the
vicinity who can possibly attend,

Newspapers

Newspapers are popular
plentiful even in coopeprav.ive :IE
cles in Europe. They are one of
the most powerful media of dis.
scminating information among the
people. But here again, there are
many and varied opinions as !
how they should be run. Eacp
group wants and tries to have, ity
cwn newspaper. In some countries
there are six or seven cooperative
newspapers going out, often, to
the same people. In Finland, thers
are seven or eight newspapers
containing the same general mes.
sage, printed separately, and pub.
lished by such groups as the two
different wholesales, the market.
ing societies, the. Farmers' Union,
the labor unions, apd the large
local cooperatives. Tgl.s results in
overlapping and general confusion,
rot to mentlon the unnecessary
costs of the whole system.

The press can be used for edu.
cational and enlightening purpos.
es, or for misguidance and confu-
sion. It is a powerful means of
developing integration and under-
standing, or of creating divisions
based on  misunderstanding In
Europe there are language diffi-
culties too, and many of these pa-
pers have to be printed in ons
language for one issue and trans-
lated immediately for publication
in another language.

Folk Schools

There was an -opportunity te
visit Folk High Schools in Den-
mark, Sweden and Norway. There
i5 no doubt about the great con-
tribution that these schools have
made and in many cases are stil
making to the people. But we
were told by several students and
interested cooperative officials that
the Folk High School system in
Denmark and other Scandinavian
countries has passed its peak.
Scme of those schools have been
closed while others have changed
their program from that of citiz-
enship to include special vocation-
al training courses,

At the peak ot the Folk Schoo.
activity, during the 20's and 30
as -high as 35% to 40% of the rural
youth of Denmark who did not go
on to higher education, attended
the Folk Schools. Now a large
percentage of this group of young
people have not time for this type
of training; they are more anxious
to learn a special trade or to get
a job. The Danish Government
continues to subsidize the Folk
High Schools, which are, for the
most part, privately owned, but
many educators in Scmdinsvl:
readily admit that the “hey-day
of the Folk High School technique
too, has passed.

Leaders of the people's organise
atlons in Western Europe gencrally
recognize that education 1s the
foundation of our whole social
structure, and the keystone of
democracy itself. A long-felt de
sire of many educators is the e
tablishment of a definitk and con
structive system which would train
the masses of the people to think,
and to Investigate things for
tr.emselves. It appears to them
that all our efforts will be in vait,
that our whole social and econom:
fc structure will be bullt on
sand, unless some positive steps
are taken immediately to bring
the fundamentals of citizenship
1esponsibility, and Christian edu-
cation to the nuntrained masses 0
the young people.

(To be coptinued)
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HUSH

There was a hush upon the brow
Evening crossed the silent stream
No wind disturbed. a sirgle boush
Along the brink of glassy drean

A cooling breath came soughinf
through i
The greying space between
walls. -
The houses on. the sky withdre
Behind the quiet curtain falls.

Almost too exquisite to beal

This long suspending of the :
Flesh supported by the air— ‘
Walking the filtcred light alon

—Eljzabeth HoW&
PPRTLES
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“The Age-0ld Story

e VAR e

For as the Wather hath Ufe !
himself; so hath he given fo

Son to have life in himsell




