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LIFE 1S A POWDER MILL.

Dickens thus describes a visit to the pow-
der mills of Hounslow, near London:
In this silent region, amid whose ninety-

seven work-places no human voice ever|d

breaks upon the ear, and where, indeed, no
human form is seen, except in the isolated
house is which his allotted task is perform-
ed, there are upwards of two hundred and
fiity workmen employed. They are a pe-
culiar race ; not, of course, by nature.

most cases, but by the habit of years. The

i i

of y
which they live, added to the most stringent
and necessary regulations, have subdued
their minds and feclings to the condition of
their hire. There is seldom any need to
enforce these regulations. Some terrific ex-
plosion here, or in works of a similar kind
elsewhere, leaves a fixed mark in their me-
mories, and acts as a constant warning
Here no shadow of a practical joke or
caper of animal spirits ever transpires—no
witticism, no chaffing or slang
A laugh is never heard; a smile seldom
seen. Even the work is carried on by the
men with us few words as possible, and
these uttered ina low tone. Not that any
body fancies that mere sound will awaken
the spirit of combustion, or cuuse plo-
sion to take place, but that their feeli
are always kept subdued. If one man wish-
es to communicate one thing to another, or
ask for any thing at a short distance, he is
never permitted to shout or call out. There
s a particular reason for this last regula-
tion.  Amid all this silence, whenever a
shout does occur, every body kunows that
some imminent danger is expected t ext
moment, and all rush away headlong from
the divection of the shout.  As to running
toward it to offer any assistance, as com-
mo 1 in all cases, it is thoroughlyJunderstood
that non: can be afforded. An accider
here is immediate and beyond remedy.
1€ the shouting be continued for some
time—{or a man might be drowned in @
i that might cause one or two of the

as | Pie

Monrmons.—Several Mormons, men and
women, numbering, it is sai
dred, are now in
be there to make proselytes,
doubting their succcss in this mi

]
T

y
pursuits, apd are buying Parisian nick-
nacks against flour which they propose to
ship from their culony .

Preservation or Stoxe.—Workmen are
being employed to apply to all the exterior
walls of the Houses of Parliament the solu-

© tion suggested by Lord Lyndhurst for stop-

ping the decay of stone.  For the
Louvre and Notre Dame, at Paris, a pre-
paration of silicate of potash has been used
with success to prevent the decay of the
stone-work ; its cost is about 30 cents the
square yard.

Tae Poeticar axp Tie LiTeraL.—Once
in a wood, Mrs. Wordsworth and a lady
were talking, when the stock-dove was coo-
ing. A farmer’s wife coming by, said to
herself, O, I do like stock-doves.” Mrs.
Wordsworth, in all her enthusiasm for
Wordsworth’s poetry, and remembering
|his own beautiful address to the stock-dove,
took the old woman to her he: “ But,”
continued the woman, * some like "em in a
ic ; for my part, there’s nothing like em
stewed in onions.”

Bire of Fare.—A lctter from St. Peters-

burg gives the following bill of fare of the
|grand dinner given by the Czar to 200,000
{peasants at the gates of Moscow:—240
{sheep roasted whole, 480 tarts, 28,800
{litres of broth, 480 dishes of jelly, 7200
(fowls, 1000 turkeys, 1000 ducks, 21,000
aves of white bread, 9600 loaves of brown
bread, 9600 hams, 46,000 apples, 46,000
pears, 46,000 plums, 4000 pails of beer,
4000 pails of mead, 2800 pails of white and
red wine. At the head of every table there
was a sheep roasted whole, the horns gilt,
wwd the nose tipped with silver. Al the
fruits were hung upon Christmas trees.

wrekor.—The Emperor
of the French, it appears,

t to return; but this would lie a very
o occurrence. Tt is by no means to be | i S
inferred that the men are selfish and insensi- | """ it J
ble to the perils of ench other; on the con— | e 8 lute Sunday at Busonne in ‘o way
trary, they have the highest consideration ' Lign QTR :
for cach other, as well as for their employ-|8uished individuals to tho applause of the
ers, and think of the danger to the lives of|Feligious classes of England. They went
e e s erty e et all timog t0  bull fight. Three bulls were slain,and
s m})rle'c:pelmﬁy in the more dangerocs ey were tortured with heated weapous.
houses. The proprietors of the various|\'eY rushed from their den, they went
gunpowder mills all display the same con. | bounding round the ring, they pawed the
sideration for each other, and whenever any |*27ih. With great fury, the people cheured,
improvement tending to lessen danger .gi;:‘:,‘."; B
made by one, it is immediately communi-
cated to all others. The wages of the men| [,,pce Mini.—The largest flouring es-
-r‘erz?o;’xl,';::* the hours Mg -i'.""- 1‘{‘0 tablishment in the world, it is said, will be
artificial lights are ever used in the work. |in Richmond, Va. It will be eleven stories
They lezve the mills at half-past three in|high when comyleted.

the afternoon, winter and summer.
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Tne Frexcn

Tue v taave. Who could dreaw of the

FranciscaN Coriece.—The corner-}magnnuda of.such an undertaking asthe manufac-
stone of a Roman Catholic Collage was|tore of a Purgative Pill assumes when it
laid on Tuesday, at Alleghany, Cattarau- into general use. And how painfully do the fo
gus county. New Yorks the instituton to I2%1E tumbes speke uf e smouit ofbuman
be under the charge of five Franciscans, |romedy goes forih 1o combat and subdue. Da. J.
;:m of ";"l‘l"m ﬁ"l:' al :‘1}' arrived fr:":‘c.un of Lowell, manufactures in b Inboratory

ome, and the first said to have emigrate i

(farty gross per diem of Cathartic Pils,
to this country since the year 1618. throughout the year, This i

ute or ore dose a seco Y

000 persons swallow his pill every day, or 1,296,

1000 a month ! Physicians, think of that! 43,000

| patients a day who seek relief from the medical

| skill of one man. Surely that man sheuld be, as

™ | e is in this case one of the first inielligence and
of the highest characier.—Painsville Courier.

Bear Suot BY A Lapy.—The Portland,

Advertiser says, that Miss Philbrick, a lady

residing in Piscataquis country, aving been

annoyed by bears, set a trap for the

‘The morning after the trap was set
i d, and a trail wa;

had
w-

A Musitary Marreass.—The ex-King Lo
of Bavaria, who recently autained his 70th yes
was, 4 few days ago, waited on at his chateau ot

tinate, by a deputat o

ing which way it had gone.
brick procured her rific and started in_pur-
suit, and was not long in overtaking Bruin
with all his pa in. A shot from
the rifle soon terminated his existence, and
Miss Philbrick had the satisfaction of re-
ceiving a rice for the *“ pelt” in ad-
dition to the bounty allowed by the State.

L
|from Sf

the oceari
The King received them most kindly, promised to
visit their city,and related to them a curious
t the time of his birth, in August
786, his father, who was then only Priuce des
Deux Ponts, commanded the Alsace regiment in
the service of France, which was in the Garrison

Aritameric.—An Irish journal, in an
earnest article on the adulteration of wl

n. [and thi

THE . LEGION OF HONOUR.

Our readers have not, perbaps, been able to
form any precise idea of the nature of the ho-
nour recently conferred, with Her Majesty's

' | sanction, by the Emperor of the Freneh, upon

certain officers, non-commissioned officers, and

rivates of the British army. We now, there-
ore, lay before them  brief account of the
Gallic order of the Legion of Honour.

In the year 1802, Napolcon, then first Con-
sul for life, contemplating his elevation to the
| Empire, bethought himself of ereating a deco-
|ration which, by bespangling his adberents,
would draw them more compactly round b

i car.  Caml was
the iden of the Legion of Honour was commu-
nicated to him, und the grand chamberlain of

fesced. A council d with

|

blish hed to and
for young ladies, daughters of
o?mu: the private soldier n
ed to marry during the term of Lis seven yegro
service, unléss his Wife occupics some. sy
went in the regiment, such as laundresy o
cantiniere, or brings him a fortune of .bm.'g
L.12a . Those educational establi; wents,
in which the iustruction communicated iy of |
first-class order, ure St. Denis, near Pasje. *
branch in the Kue Barbette, at Paris ; anq 4
other branch at the Loges, near St. Gern,
In all three there are about 900 or 1000 pupil
I hut out of the 690 contained in the lmpf,,..

touse ut St. Denis, 400 pay L.40a your for
board, education, &e.; butall the young pupils
belun%ing to the other cstablishments l;u.
brought up therein gratuitously The Iy,
rial Mouse at St. Deuis is aduinistered by g

s

all the due ceremony and promptitude, and the
grand plan laid before the members, mostly all
ith the exception of Monge and one

of whom, with
or two more civilians, were military men hi
|up in grade, flushed with the success o
battle-field, and whose coffers were well gar-
nished by booty and by the state. The Empe-
ror's preliminaire or opening speech was short
but, s usual, ad hoc, to the purpose, and may
be given in substance thus: ¢ For more than
two lustres, the French armies, following their |
enerals and their eagles, bave been victori
ous, covering themselves with honour, and
exciting the admiration of the world. Promo-
tion has heen rapid in every rauk, and the
private soldier may now luok forward to be
one day o general. But nli cannot me ge
nerals, although all may aspire to distinetio
| A distinction of honour is thercfore becos
necessary, to be worn alike by the soldier and

10X or |
iich is destined to far surpass, in
slory, the by-gone decorations of |

the civilian, thus comprising in one large
family the whole French nation. | is-
tinetion is the one I propose—+ Tne 1

| Hexovn”'—w!
|exploits and
[

% g
France.

ased, and'a general discussion |

| followed, mot wholly in favour of the projeet
| for although many had been i
v i

previously g
ents

|over by those little bland;

s, and their
| Josephine, still the great plan met
| with sowe opposition, and the for and aguinst
udying their opinions with each othe

wleon ordered Cambaceres to rend
¥ Report, containing the
emoluments at  anauel—attached  to
each grade. s now silence : the oppos.-
tion at once ceased ; an gislative decree
soon procliimed the adoption of the plan ;
speedily afterwards a gorgeous ceremony to
place in the Champs de Mars, ¢ throwing,’ as
the historians of the times say, * an aureola of
glory over the inauguration of the first distri
tution of the decorations of the nobler order
but which aureola did not prevent Madawe de
Staél from thusaddressing one of the decorated :
“Ah! jo vois—vous gtes un des honorés '—
pronounced déshonorés—for which jeu de mots
she was ordered to leave France, and remaine

years in exile.
The Legion of Honour was therefore founded
istineti only for military servi

1 services rendered to sci-
ence, literature, art and ini: i v

use of t
—trait

the final ¢l

legi

y who has under e,
six ladies (dignitaires), twelve ladies of:ﬂ":r}ff’.‘g
class, twenty novices, and many candida tes for
the noviciato. ~ Al these ladies, excopt the ng.
|vices, wear the decoration of the [’A‘ginn of
Honour on the loft breast; and most bocoming

|it is over their jot-black attire. The tys

| bray | s are by re-

|ligious ladies belonging to the spiritual seder
| (congrégation) of the Mére-de-Dicu.

The Legion of Honour, as well as all the

| establishments depending upon it, is under the
Setablls spentt, o

of

marshal of France, who has the title of Gran;

| Chancellor ; and the bureaus, or offces, are sita-

arts of

ated in one of the most beautifal
Paris, not far from the legislature chambers,
The revenue of the :

nal endowment, and a
small monthly percentage upon the pay of
every officer in the army and navy. Altogether,
itisan order which does honour to its great
founder, and to the great nation for which it
was founded.

There are two oth
France : the Royal )
founded by Lo
of Military Me

),

tant religion. These were supy
during the great revolution, and re-estab
on the retarn of the Bourbons in 1815 ;

e revolution of July 1830, they fell into
suctude, although not abolished by legisl.
tive en nd the Legion of Honour, the
decorations of which conferaed upon
|a portion of our army, is, practically, the only
| existing order.
|

| Mr. Smith O'Brien had, by an honorabls
| sabmission to the penalty adjudged him gained
the respeet of many who severely censured his
political career. 1f his colleauges in rebellion
and companions in exile broko their permitted
furloungh. and violated plighted good faith,
b O'Brien, at least, honourably kept his
word, and, scorning to escape the pumshment
of his political inadvertence by a dishonorable
ight, he bore bis eaptivity with dignity and
honour. He must either wear his chains until
death, or cast them off at the indulgence of
that clc:nenc;ﬂmt sometimes sets the prisoner )

when the Empire fell, the Bourbons preserved
the decoration, but changed the mode of con-
ferring it, und substituted the cfiigy of Henry
- for Napoleon's. Since 1830, many changes
have taken place in the manner’ of taking the
oath on being decorated ; but as it now stands,
itruns thus : < [ swear fidelity 10 the Emperor
poleon 11, and obedienco to the constitu-
tional charter, and to the laws of the kingdom.”
| The orders comprisea the following grades:—
| Grand Cross, first called * Grand Eagle;’ Grand
| Officer ; Commander, first named * Command-
ant;* Officer; and Chevalicr, first named * Le-
gionnaire.” “The first distribution, in 1802,
comprised 6772 military men and 951 civilians,
making a total of 7723 on tha d

gly, while from time to time
we heard of ono and another escape from the
bounds of British jurisdiction, Smith O'Brien
availed bimself of no such dishonourable means
to shuffle off the penalty of s oflence. He
endured his punishment, until the hand that
imposed the satisfaction declared itself satis-
fied, and removed the burden from the priso-
ne

T,

And now Mr. Smith O'Brien once more re-
visits the scenes of his childhood,—his family
fireside, his devoted people, the land that
rocked itself convulsively at his hands. He
revisits it, not as an agitator once more let
loose; mot as the restored leader once more
recognised and followed, and too ready to

ow s

it would require twenty years’ good and loyal
service for either a civilian or o military man
—the latter in time of peace—to be admitted a

ghevalier ; but any extraordinary act performod
y

g Kb
Were the statutes of the order strictly followed,

in no sueh spi
t his fatherland. He returnss
ter man ;  Le*declines the over-

al to

is country, to his family, and to himself; and
settles down in sober earnest to more useful
pursuits, addressing himself to the moral and
social improvement of the people, and avoiding

promotion in the order, if the person bo already
decorated. In war time, therefore, no number
of years is required to obtain the decoration ;

mplies o wise foresight, as it gives
hopes to the recruit, and leads the officer on to
great exploits.

The revenues of the order of the Legion of
Honour amount to eight million frances, or
L.320,000 sterling ; two-thirds of which are
absorbed by the administration of the orde

key, says: the birth, he| and the annual sums or traite
y, says: L w ranadiers had | various members. Those sums are
« Poisonous adulteration of whiskey was On inquiry| —The Grand Crosses and Grand Offiecrs re-

never practised to such an extent as at pre-
sent by the admixture of one-third spiri
one-third vitriol, and
one-third water! Thi
wended in drams to the public.”

So that Irish whiskey is composed of]|
four-thirds.

why they had done so, one of i n stopped
forward and said they had determined 10 beg his
acceptance of a velvet mattress for the newly
|born prince, and that they stuffed it with their
beards and moustach ve the mattress
" eried th and will show
e mattrass was produo d the King added,
1 do not think there is in the world a bed which

t 1o you.”

ceive annually 5000 francs; Commanders, 2000

Officers, 1000 ; Chevaliers, 250 ; but such a

nual sums have been paid since the yoar 1815
ly to such as have received tho decoration

whilo private soldiers or non-commissioned
cors.

A fine moral feature of the order is the many
‘maisons d'educatic es.

ean be called more strictly military than that.”

T (a too

in matters of a politi-
cal nature

y different, lowever, is the conduct of
Jobn ‘Frost. The royal act of grace, in his
behalf, meets with quite another kind of ac-
knowledgment at his hands. He sails u
the Avon amid the cheers of his former col-
leagues, and his first landing i
the embers of the Chartist
Frost no sooner feels himself again free on
British ground than he resumes his old prac-
i ike o ¢ Ticket-of-leave man,” who, by
i ct, retarns to his former mode of life.
He is welcomed and feted; and he feels himself
flattered. The * Charter’’ again becomes 8
question, and John nd

cipline abroad, have taught him no-
for at the earliest opportunity, he
plunges again into the same vortex of political
l..ﬁnion. and is quite at home in his resumed




