R. L. COTTON — PRESIDENT 1927

The Guardian

W. L. HIGGINS

A WHOLE LIFETIME of
service to their community is
spanned by the years givem
to the Charlottetown Board of |
Trade by the group of five
men pictured above. On the
ot e Bobert L. Colin, fhe | o0
oldest living past president of

that office fn 1527, On the far
right is Brig. G.G.K. Peake
wl took over the office of
president for the present
ferm. In the centre are three
men whete recerd of servies

retary to the Board is
Next to Mr. Col-

-Ml'
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BOARD SPEARHEADS CAMPAIGN
FOR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT

From its inception the Charlotte-
town Board of Trade has played a
major role in spearheading the cam-
paign for projects which it felt were in
the interest of Charlottetown in par-
ticular and the province generally.

Following is a list of some of the
more recent projects in which the board
was in the forefront initiating and sup-

capable of handling big jet aircraft.

Obtaining the services of the prov-
ince’s first town planner.

The establishing in Challoltelown[ since its incorporation
of the plant of Enamel
Products Ltd.,
of upwards of $300,000.

‘The setting up of a ﬂandmg retail| ¥
merchants committee.

and Heating
with an annual payroll

of

porting.

The amalgamation of Charlotte-
town and the Spring Park area.

The acquisition of the ferry Lord
Selkirk for the Wood Island to Caribou

run and the new ferry for the same ferry route,

training course in m-oporahrm with the
Atlantic Provinces Economic Council.
Continued improvement of facilities| Justice George J. Tweedy who
and services on the Borden-Tormentine
including the acquisition of| ows.

Ex-presidents
remain active

A. W. GAUDET

ton is Wallace L. Higgins who |
joined the Board of Trade 44
years ago in 1918 and h-ld the
office of secretary for 29 years.
In the centre is D. L. Sinclair,
the present secretary, who
succeeded Charlottetown May-
or A. Walthen Gaudet, second

|intrade board

A list of presidents of the |
Oharlottetown Board of Trade
ads hke
a roster of the leading business-
men of the last 75 years.

Whlk many of them have long

passed from (his scene a
llmu numebr of past presidents
-ml remain. The oldest, in point,

{ service to the board. is R.L.
‘ Cotton who was president for fhe
1927 term. Next in ‘ine is Mr.

was president in 1931,
| The comolete list s as fol-

run for which tenders will be soon the new $3,000,000 ferry MV Confeder- mu c.rveu 1887- vagx
called. ation.

Charlottetown’s multi-million dollar Adequate planning and organization let* “Blake lmlﬂ‘*

Dominjon Building. for the 1964 Confederation Centennial. “"-“H:*;m"* ——

he new naval barracks for HMCS Retention of the new provincial ad-{ w y jken 1901

Queen Charlotte. ministration building within city limits.| G £. Auld 1902

The new 7,000-foot runway that The first United Appeal to be held in| J. A. Messervy 1908

now makes the Charlottetown airport the province. Nelson Rattenbury 1904

Donald_Nicholson 1905

F. Tidmarsh 16061907

¢ . 35S ames Paton 1908-1909

Blitz' added 34 members, |[izs i

’ E. T. Higgs 1911

Edwin Al 191

- ’ R. H. Jenkins 1913

63 firms to board’s roll [iif&n

3.0, Hyndman 1915

| Altred Pickard 1916

The lremcndou; value of ship and in a onéday ‘blitz’| Tanton, H.L. sn.r Dr K.A. | H. R. Hilson ‘;‘1;
eve a community work- | practically doubled the number | MacEachern, A. C.|H. V. Buntain 191

ing in harmony to achieve de- | on its rolis. R McQuaid, Llovd Phllllw R. E. Mutch 1019

sired beneficlal results for the | Included in the new members Blair MacDonald, Keith K en.| Isaac Carter lg‘l’
community—as exemplified by | were 37 business firms with nedy. H.B. Armstrong, Slerlin[‘A A. Pomeroy 19
the Board of Trade— is fully | fewer than five employees: an- Beaton, Mrs. Helen Sunter, H. Beer 1oz
fealized wpparently by thinking | other 26 employing between five R.E. Sutherland, T deen P. W. Turner 1923
businessmen and Wi a1 38 peopi; 2ad an addition-| Kelth Carmichael, J.E. 8. A. MacDonald 1924
Charlottetown. vmnn Thorley Burke, NAlpth P Gordon :ﬁ

al 34
Recently the hmd put on a |NEW uxmna
drive to increase ‘member-

Among the Jatter were W. D.

" Continued on page 13) LY

Rowe
r(‘nnnnu-d on page 12)

Congratulations
and Best Wishes

to the

BOARD OF TRADE

A Team Working Together

HYNDMAN and Co. Limited

The Oldest Insurance Agency In P.E. I
Charlottetown

59 Queen Street

D. L SINCLAIR

from right. Mr. Gaudet took
over the office of secretary on
the retirement of Mr. Higgins
and held the post until his el-
ection as Mayor of this city.
These have maintained
the minutes of various Board
meetings since the days when

| # had been in existence only

31 years. Today it Is celebrat-
‘ ing its 75th birthday. In addi

tion to his service to the local
Board Mr. Higgins is also a
past president of the Mari-
time Provinces
Trade.

COMMUNICATIONS FIGHT ON SINCE ICEBREAKER STANLEY

Board backed tunnel

for link to mainland

The greatest drawbeck (o the |
development of
the past
poor _communications with the
mainland, especially during
winter months.

ack in the last century Is-
landers were heartened by the
arrival of the ice-break
5.5, Stanley, but It was not 100
long before complaints were be-
ing heard.
Because of this the Charlotte-
Board of Trade of that day act-

ively interested itself in the
problem and strongly endorsed
the building of |

and supported
8 tunoel under the Strait. But
had their share of troubles |
with this just as this generat-
ion has had its with he pro-
posed causeway

Much time was consumed in |
surveys by authorities and the |

people of that day also had to
wait for a feasibility report

Minutes of meetings of the
board back in the late years of
the last century tell much of
the story which s remembered
0 well by so many people still
living.

“The winter strait service is
bad enough at its best, but when
to this is added inexcusable de-
lays it is rable."”

This was the official view of
the Charlotietown Board of
Trade in January 1891 as it
plumped solidly for the build
| ing of a tunnel at an estimated
cost of $12 million

Here is what the Board of that
day had to say

“The great loss which this
province suffers annually
through its isolation in winter
is difficult to estimate, but its

existence is beyond question. By
the early closing of the strait,
the Island people are prevented
from taking advantage of the
markets abroad at a time when
good prices prevail. With free
access to these markets at all
times the average prices ob-
tained by the Prince Edward Is-
land farmers and shippers would
generally be largely in excess
of those enjoyed under present
circums ancs
MOST URGENT NEED

That which the trade and
commerce of this province most
needs at the present time is a

tunnel across the Strat of
Northumberland. 1t is now be-
lieved that the contract between
Prince Edward Island and the
Dominion under which this pro-
vince became part of Canada in

Continued on page 13

Board of |

The actual beginning of the
Charlottetown Board of Trade
is lost in history, but the birth
of the present board occurred
at a meeting of “Merchants
and Traders” called by Mayor
T. Heath Haviland in the City
Council Chamber on April 21,
188

Merchants of the ity had ask-
ed him to call the meeting be-
cause of a letter received from
the Montreal District Board of |
Trade and published in The Pat-
roit March 30 of that year. The
letter contained an invitation to
local businessmen to participate
in an international congress of
boards of trade of this country
and the United States,

Apparently reciprocity was the
big issue of the day as the in-
vitation specified the purpose of
the gathering was to find a
“satisfactory solution of all
commercial difficulties now
pending between the two count-
ries”

BYLAWS AVAILABLE

It was during the local gather-
ing that L.H. Davies expressed
the hope “that some efforts will

|
now be taken to reorganize the
| old Board of Trade”

Later in|
the meeting Hon. David Laird
asked if the constitution and by-
laws “of our old Chamber of
Commerce” were able.

Finally, on July 7 of that year
2 meeting of the corporators
(those who signed the certific-
ate of incorporation) was held
and officers and council memb-
ers elected.

There were 60 members pre.
sent at the meeting.

In those days organization of
a Board of Trade was a serious
matter and the certificate of as
sociation had to be sent to the
Secretary of State at Ottawa
according to the statutes of Can-
ad,

s

a.
It is interesting to mote just
how serious a matter the sign-
ing of such a certificate actually
was. All members of the board
bv(ulmr members for life and
be sued in the courts for
failure to pay their annual dues.

ign from
y i un their oblig
t been met

EN |
Like all organizations the en-
thusiasm of members waxed

G. G. K. PEAKE — PRESIDENT 1962

Reciprocity issue set stage
for organlzatlon of trade bd.

and waned and many times ia

the early days regularly ade
vertised mee ings had to be ad~
journed fo: lack of a ‘uorum;

and this cespite the fact that
there were 113 signatures on the
certificate, Minutes of the early
meetings frequently lis'ed few-
than seven present. This was
particularly noticeable in the
month of July each year
apparently it was as difficult
then as now to maintain interest
during the summer.

However, there has always
been a hard core of enthusiasts
to hold the board together evea

during the lean years and oc-
cassional

have given
security in the numbers of new
members obtained

Down through the years the
local board has devoted the
time and energy of its members
to a countless procession of pro-
Jects, some of them small evea
by local standards and others
which loomed large on the pro-
wvincial horizon.

Such effor's included sustain-
ed drives to get the railway te
build a new passenger station.
a NKER(N’ site was on the corn-

er of Water and Great George
streets- -and run its lines along
the waterfront to giw: 1(‘4-«5 to
the rails to unloading s
HILLSBOROUGH RIHD(‘ E

e need for a bridge across
the Hillsborough River was also
oted to replace the, exsiting
forry setvice, Today
mew combined bridge 1l|d cause-
way to replace the one for which
Board members of another era

fought so successfully
Tranvpn-rmlm has  always
been one matier on which the

board has consistently sought to
improve things for the Island as
a whole. From early complaints
regarding lack of knowledge of
the mowements of the first real

ice breaker, SS Stanley, to a
fight for beiter conditions ia
connection _with the modern

serviee at Bordon and Wood Is-
lands the Board of Trade has
never relaw its efforts.

At the present time it s act
ively working towards the ob-
taining of additional ferry ser.
vices at both points and sup-
porting efforts to get the Cone
kdomhvu ("nm-n\ started a8

means future

Diol 4-6567

ment.

John J. Butler
City Comptroller

Walter J. Cox
Deputy Mayor

MANY, MAN/ THANKS

to The Charlottetown Board of Trade

Having regard to your object “To advance the commercial, industrial and civie interests of the
City of Charlottetown in particular and of the Province of Prince Edward Island generally.”

All we at City Hall can say is that throughout your 75 years you have served your City and
Province well and have ever been directly associated with our continued progress and develop-

CTY OF CHARLOTTETOWN

A. Waithen Gaudet

Mayor

wieter m~um
AIRPORT RUNWAY

One more of its bigger trans-
portation triumps was the pres-
entation of strong arguments in
favor of lengthening the runway
at the local airport to accommo-

to the local field being able to
nandie only the planes of second

many other projects
“ither the planning or near com-
Sletion stage

In the building line comstruet-
on of some of the greatest
structures in the city today owes
mnch o the foresight

of Trade. Among them and
quickly _recalled are HMCS
ween Charlotte, the mod-

ion Building.
ancient po<t office building: ‘he

provincial _administration
building soon to tv started om
the site of old West Kent School

ACTRESS MISSING

Marif




