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Posthumous Humour

Briusn courts are accustomed to
strange litigations; but it is doubtful
whether they have ever laced a more
fantastic one than that which cumg‘s
to them for judgment under the will
of the late George Bernard Shaw.
The matter is coming up sometime
this month.

Mr. Shaw left something like a
quarter of a million dollars “to in-
itiate and finance inquiries into the
possibilities of a phoenetic alphabet
embodying 40 letters instead of the
conventional 26.” Just as “a book’s
a book though there’s nothing in it”
g0 a will's a will though it contains
obviously impossible provisions. This,
of course, is where the courts come
in, as the testator knew they would.
But Mr. Shaw must have been well

aware of the ludicrousness involved
in “ascertaining the number of peo-
ple who speak the English language
and write it by the established al-
phabet,” still more in ‘“reckoning
the amount of time which would be
saved ‘per individual scribe’ by the
substitution of an alphabet providing
one symbol for each sound,” and up-

roariously in “discovering how many
of these persons are engaged in writ-
ing and in speaking English at any
and every moment in the world.” To
glance at these provisions Is to rec-
" ognize how fantastic they are, espec-
fally the last one. And, of course, no
one was more keenly aware of this
than Mr. Shaw himself. If a sizable
portion of the legacy is to be sacri-

ficed to lawyers’ arguments and pro-
tracted hearings, he probably an-
ticipated that, too, and exulted in
the prospect.

Doubtless, the British Museum,
the National Gallery of Ireland and
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
are hoping that the courts will <et
aside the will, for in that case the
legacy, what is left of it, will be
divided among them. It has been
said that this is what Mr. Shaw
really hoped for and expected. Why
then did he not leave the money to
these institutions outright? Only M.
Shaw was in a position to answer
that question, and apparently he
kept his own counsel in the matter.
Perhaps it was because he wanted
them to feel slightly discomfited be-
fore feeling very happy at the acqui-
sition of a few extra pounds. At any
rate, that would have fitted in with
the Shavian sense of humour.

A Fine Example

Something may be happening in
Alabama which could be of unpre-
cedented significance in the resolving
of interracial problems in the United
States, reports the Christian Science
Monitor. Last May, when the Negro
boycott of Montgomery's sogregatgd
city buses was scarce six months old,
the Mayor and the police commis-
sioner testified before the federal
district court that the end of such
segregation would bring ‘“violence
and bloodshed.” But it takes two
sides to make a quarrel, and the
Negroes of Alabama’s capital have
set an example of non-violence which
cannot fail to appeal to decent people
everywhere,

Circulars were distributed by the
Negro organization which had co-

man claimed a Negro who had

boarded a bus had “muttered” at
her, and she belabored him with a
book in her hand. Neither he nor
other Negroes on the bus attempted
to stop her. Someone fired a shot-
gun blast at the front door of the
Rev. Martin Luther King, one of the
principal leaders of the boycott and
a force in keeping it orderly. No one
was injured. The Rev. King quietly
told his congregation of the attack
the next morning (Sunday), remind- :
ing them that, no matter what hap-
pened, God’s love for all things and
for all men would continue.

Here is a doctrine of non-violence
the like of which America has rarely
seen since the days colonial Quakers
left their latchstrings out as their
defence against hostile Indians. Now
the nation is watching Tallahassee,
Florida, and Birmingham, Alabama,
where Negroes also are beginning to
put the Supreme Court's latest ruling
into practice.

A Farming Venture

A report o1 an interesung experi-
ment in communal hiving comes 1romn
Matador, Saskatcnewan.

'en years ago 1¢ young war vet-
erans decided to pool tnewr resources,
including the grants they had re-
ceived under the Veterans’ Land
Act and go into wheat-growing on
a co-operative arrangement. They
leased 10,000 acres of land, built
houses and farm buildings, purchas-
ed cattle and equipment and went to
work as a voluntary association.
Their assets are now worth about
$300,000; but no individual owns
anything except household furniture.
Each man receives $1,800 a year
from the common treasury for his
work and pays $15 a month rent for
the house in which he and his family
live. When the arrangement was
made it was agreed that at the end
of ten years each sponsor would have
the option of buying his share out-
right and going his own way or of
staying with the community which
is believed to be the biggest co-
operative farming venture in the

country. Talks regarding the future
are now going on.

It will be interesting to see what
decision is made by the individuals
involved and whether the experiment
has proved valuable enough to be
continued. A good many such pro-
jects have been started in this coun-
try from time to time, including one
or two on this island. Most of them,
for one reason or another, have been

perity.

EDITORIAL NOTES

An American firm has developed
an electronic brain which “can make
up its own mind” as it moves from
one problem to another. Well, that's
certainly an improvement over a lot
of brains of the natural variety,

. L L

Despite the rapid mechanization
of farming methods, horses still serve
a purpose. According to a recent re-
port, there were more than 4 millions
of them on American farms last
year. In addition, there were several
thousand mules.

. . .

An official of the Manitoba Fed-
eration of Fish and Game Associa-
tions says that hunters should wear
vellow and orange jackets instead of
the customary red ones. He thinks
they provide better protection against
color-blind hunters. There are hunt-

ers who will shoot at them anyway.
. - .

Governor Christian A. Herter of
Massachusetts is to be Under-Secre-
tary of State in the United States
administration, succeeding Herbert
Hoover, Jr. It is generally believed

dissolved after a brief period of pros-

THE CALENDAR STILL TO

COME

OTTAWA REPORT

~ Canada’s Economic Growth

By Patrick Nicholson

Ottawa: Canada has just com-
pleted her greatest year in the
material and economic sense. Year
reports have been poured
out by government departments,
by industry and by banks. They
all give Canada and Canadians a

end

generous pat on the back for a |

good year's work well done. But

many of them also contain some |

clear "and unmistakable but often
soft-pedalled words of warning.

Trade Minister Howe, in his
year-end review, calls
period of accomplishment in many
ways without equal
history-"

Labor Minister Gregg, also Is-
suing a year-end review, says that

“For most of the people of Canada !

the year just ended was a year of
unequalled prosperity.”

The Dominion Bureau of Statis-
tics announces that ‘“Canada’s
gross national product continued
upward in the third quarter of 1956
and was at a seasonally adjusted
annual rate of $30 billion.” This
marks an all-time record.

The brightest element in our na-
tional picture during 1956 was the
sharp increase in expenditure on
new industrial plant and machi-
nery That growth means a per-
manent increase in job opportuni-
ties and in manufacturing output,
PRICES EAT WAGES

On the other side of the picture
are two blank elements, First, the
increase in prices ate up all and
even more than the increases in
wages gained through higher rates
of pay. Johnny Canuck certain-
ly got a fatter wage packet,
through increases which averaged
3 per cent across the nation and
amounted to well over that in
many instances. But Mrs, Johnny

1956 “a |
| been given to the restriction of
in Canadian |

Canuck found that her grocery

I bills rose by more than 3 per cent

over the year; and if they were
planning to buy a house, they

found that its price was 4 per |

cent higher than
viously.

The second black element
not hit Johnny Canuck directly in
his pocket, but it will have a very

profound effect upon his econo-

a year pre-

| mic future. This was the govern-

ment’s controversial policy of
restriction. Much publicity has

credit. Bankers and economists
with the government policy to
fight inflation by curbing credit,
while at the same time the govern-
ment itself went on a record spend
ing spree. Not so much publi-

| city has been given to another re-

strictionist policy, and that is the
curbing of immigration.

It is difficult to produce evi-
dence, but there are so many com-

plaints that one is compelled to |
that Immigration Minis- |

suspect
ter Pickersgill, his Deputy Minis-
ter Laval Fortier, and their staff
are tending to exclude immigrants

| rather than to go out and actively
| recruit them. This of course is an

accusation frequently levelled by
the Opposition in parliament; it
was also very strikingly levelled

by the Canadian Bar Association |

at recent annual meetings.
AID FROM COMMUNISM

The influx of Hungarian refugees
entirely unexpected, will boost
the 1956 immigration figures to a
respectable total. And this late-in-
the-year flood has been added to
by increased immigration from

Britain, sparked by the return to |

wartime restrictions. !
Until the eleventh month of the

A SCOTSMAN’S AMERICAN LOG

Appetite For Ideas

By Wilfred Taylor of The Edinburgh Scotsman

New York—Back in New York
after covering roughly 6,000 miles

of good American earth we be-
gin to wonder if we have become
a passionate Americanophile. This
is the 35th travelog we have writ-
ten since we arrived in New York
six weeks ago and most of them
have been composed in a hurry
and in odd places. Since we have
seen only two of them in print
we don’t know if they have been
arriving in sequence or if some of
them have arrived at t
if they have been arriving and
appearing regularly we take it
that through them there runs a
current of praise for the American
people.

all. But

As about the hundred thousandth

visitor from Britain to write his
impressions of
under no illusion that our hasty
words
with any great originality or fresh-
ness. But at least we can claim
certain privileges. We have been
travelling under our own steam,

American weare

have been impregnated

they

tion gladly as a beneficiary of

that friendship.

We strolled out last night in the
mild air to our favourite reflect-
ing station in New York, the track
that leads along the east side of
the reservoir. It was peaceful and
deserted there. The low grumble
of the city reached us faintly and
the glittering lights of the high
Park West
shone through a pinkish haze. Far
to the south the searchlight beam
on top of the Empire State Build-
ing restlessly swept the low clouds.

towers on Central

MIXED-UP “KIDS"

We stood there thinking for a bit.
It seemed to us that the two na-
tions, linked by language, tradi- |
tion, and suffering, were in the |
state of mind of mixed-up kids.
They were undergoing the turmoils
of teen-agers at the level of inter-
national relations. And there was
no one sufficiently wise and pow- |
erful to guide them authoritatively
through a sudden crisis
were not sufficiently mature

did |

which

year, the shortage of labor was

acute in many industries, especi- |

ally in agriculture and in construc-
tion- This shortage reflected the
slow down in immigration. Labor
Minister Gregg, in his year end
review, referred to it in this sign-
ificant phrase: *'The increase in
employment during 1956 did not
equal the record rate established
in 1955, but it did increase as
much as the supply of manpower
would permit.” The emphasis is
mine.

Immigration Minister Pickera-
gill himself admitted his guilt in
the matter of a restrictionist im-
migration policy, by declaring
that Hungarian refugees who
wanted to come to Canada would
be assisted by thg elimination of

all unnecessary red-tape. In other |
words, other immigrants coming |
| toms. It is believed that certain

other countries,
the
red

previously from
had been restricted through
application of unnecessary
tape

Canada can grow and can grow
economically great. But we will
grow faster if we have the labor
and the credit necessary for that
growth. The restriction of immi-
gration and the restriction of cre-
dit at levels below our current
needs and absorptive capacity are
two black points in our current
picture which are widely deplored
in business circles and in lobbies
here,

believe that they are on the side of
principle but they are shocked by
the kind of companions which prin-
ciple seems to have brought in its
train,

POMPOUS LITERATURE .

In bed last night we read some
of the literature on the *‘Great
Issues’” Course given to seniors at
Dartmouth College. In some ways
this literature is a little pompous
and naif, It seems a little strange
that  2l-year-old undergraduates
should formally take the kind of
course and be examined in it
which British
would regard as a natural part
of their extracurricular activities.

But, in essence, the course is
designed to strenghten the intell-
ectual community at Dartmouth
and to prepare its graduates to
be better and livelier citizens.
When you read the impressive list
of men of distinction who have lee-
tured at Dartmouth, and when
vou read some of their addresses
you feel how splendid it is that a-
mid the lovely isolation of a lit
tle university town young men
should discuss with leaders in Bri-
tish and American life the deep-
er problems concerning living to-
gether: You cannot but think what
a fine thing it is that a university
should provide such a platform and
forum,

APPETITE FOR IDEAS ¥io

It is partly because we find here
an insatiable appetite toghave ideas
and principles clarified as a bias-
is for action that we admire the
Americans while not admiring all
their institutions. You come across
this appetite in the enlightened
universities and colleges, you come
across it in the great newspapers
like the “New York Time"—which

s

Medically ."{
Speaking /

By Herman N. Bundesen, q.' D.

HOW YOUR DOCTOR KNOWS
WHAT DRUGS TO GIVE YOU

One branch of big business not

of.ering credit terms of nothing
down and five years to pay is the

income tax department, — Daily
C cial News.

A DOCTOR'S pr ption ' pad
is a pretty valuable weapon a-
gainst disease.

It gives him access to a tre-
mendous number of modern drugs,
one of which—or perhaps a com-
bination of several — will proba-
bly put well on the road to recov-
ery.

Back around the turn of the cen-
tury, the doctor's little black bag
contained only a few standard
drugs—quinine, colomel and oth-
ers—maybe even some sugar pills.
SIMPLE AND SAFE

These drugs were simple and
comparatively safe. However
many also were ineffective,

It was pretty much up to the
physician himself to decide how
to make the best use of the medi-
cines available. But with all the
new drugs now being ‘introduced
each year, it is virtually imposs-
ible for a doctor to check each
one himself.

Some are powerful and produce
dramatic results, Others are use-
ful within certain limitations. Some
modern drugs present certain dan-
gers. They may even be harmful
unless used in precisely the right
amounts and in the right way.
FAIL TO WORK

Still other new medicines some-
times are disappointing. They do
not do the job it was hoped they
would.

How, then, does your doctor
knows what to prescribe for your
illness How can he be up to date
on new, medical developments.

Well, each month I try to give
you a little idea of what is new
in my regular report on medical
advances, so that you can discuss
them with your doctor. More im-
portant, though, is the role of the
American Medical Association's
drug evaluations program.

KEEPS DOCTOR IMFORMED

The AMA keeps your doctor well
informed as to the value, hazards
and limitations of new products
§pecial reports and articles as well
as in an annual reference book: for
physicians.

In addition, thousands of doc-

tors each year write to the AMA's
Council on Pharmacy and Chem-
istry with specific questions. They |
get prompt replies.

Your doctor knows what is new
in the field of medicine because
he keeps himself posted all all
times.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

J. B.: Is it true that many dis-
eases can be partially caused by e-
motional and mental disturbances
in the patient

Answer: Yes, mental conflicts ;

|

and emotional disturbances are
very often responsible for symp-

severe disorders are caused in this

undergraduates |

K i e

*WHOM SHALL 1 SEND?
(A tribute to the late Jean Long-
worth whose death occurred De-

| cember 22, 1956, on a mission field

at San Jose, Costa Rica- She was
a daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Colby
C. Lewis, Freetown, P.E.L.) ¢

She heard His voice and her ans-
wer rose

In a prayer: Let Thy servant be

A messenger worthy of the call

As I plead: Here am I, send me.

| From this glad hour, take my life

and mold
And refine it — it is but clay;
I shall not pause or withhold its

flow
Through its course to its destined
day.

Eternity alone can record
The souls she has gathered for
Thee

Since her response, in a well-loy-
ed voice

In the hush: Here am I, send me,

Eternity alone shall resound

To the joy of a Christ revealed

To the hearts that knew not the
Saviour's love

Ere she toiled on the mission field.

Her destined day — it reposes now
In the light of a task well done;
The life she gave is reflected deep
In the eyes of God's own dear Son.
Her tender smile — yes, we see
it still
In the hearts she has left behind;
Fond memory keeps, in its cher-
ished hold,
The blessing she gave to mankind.
*Isaiah.6: 8, '
~Hazel and 8. Barlow Bird,

OUR YESTERDAYS

From The Guardian Files
TWENTY.FIVE YEARS AGO

A German gardener has per-
fected a climbing strawberry
plant six feet high. But the birds
will get the best of the berries,
just the same.—Peterboro Exam-
iner.

A Russian soldier asked a Swed-
ish newspaperman beside a Hun-,
garian river: “Is this the Suez
Canal?" Perhaps a hint of where
he thought he was going. — Oft-
tawa Journal.

New Yorkers will have two lic-
ence plates on their autos in 1957
for the first time in some years.
This prompts the New York Tri-
bune to observe that with cars get-
ting longer all the time, perhaps
its just as well to have some offi-
cial connection between the front
and rear.—Milwaukee Journal

After World War 11 Gen. Douglas
MacArthur remarked that today a
country winning a war had an obli-
gation to pick up the defeated ene-
my and put him on his fest again.
This the Western Allies have done
in Japan and West Germany. A
contrast the Soviet Union has pick-
ed up the countries it occupied
and put them in its pocket. But
recent events have shown that poc-
ket is daily getting heavier and
more uncomfortable for the Soviet
—Christian Science Monitor

The arm of history is long in
England. The other day Lord
Halifax unveiled a stone to com-
memorate the battle of Stamford
Bridge at which ceremony the
Norwegian ambassador was also
present. The  battle of Stamford
Bridge was fought between Eng-
land and Norway in 1066 and was
won by King Harold of England.
Later that season, readers may
remember, Harold lost to King
William of Norway at the battle of
Hastings.—Kingston Whig-Stand-
ard.

When is you peptic ulcer most
likely to pop a perforation? That's
not an unusual cause of anxiety
owing to the prevalence of this
serious ailment. From recent
studies it's 4:30 p.m. Friday after
a hard wesk at the office, accord-
ing to Dr. E, Clinton Texter, Jr.,
Chicago, who spoke at the scien-
tific session of the Michigan Acad-
emy of General Practice in De-
troit. Least likely time for an
ulcer upset is on Sunday from
midnight until 6 a.m:, presumably
after a weekend rest. More ulcers
act up in January than in any
other month, Dr. Texter added.
—St. Thomas Times-Journal,

and Briggs Ltd., contractors, em
Tuesday evening. Three buildings
were destroyed together with a
considerable quantity of machin-
ery parts and other goods.

betrayed country, but
them have got divorces.-Strat-
ford Beacon-Herald. 3
The California Supreme Court "’
has rejected a plea of a 76-year-old
convieted “gorilla” slayer that he
to end “the living

::ctl”-h endures in prison. That =
may give the pro and anti capi-;
tal punishment folk  something’
more to think about. — Brantford

Expositor

Practically the only homes be-
ing sold these days are those de-
signed for gracious living. Some
of them must be inhabited by mis-
fits. There just are not that many
gracious people around. Won't
somebody please build a home in
the suburbs designed for the rais-
ing of children and ulcers, which
is a normal crop for most families,
—Belleville Intelligence

HISTORY IN STONE
The Tower of London stands te-
day almost unaltered since it was
built in 1078,

Happiness Doesn’t
Come In'Pills

Are we becoming so soft that
we can't face life's normal
problems without tranquilizing’
drugs? Today they're being
gobbled up for everything from
financial worries to family spats.

January Reader’s Digest tells
you why “pills” can eventually
weaken our capacity to adjust
to new situations and circum-
stances . . . why a certain
amount of anxiety is normal to
life. Get your January Reader’s

>
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