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A National Problem

The need for. federal aid to education
was underlined by the Hon. Keir Clark,
Minister of Education, in addressing the
convention of the Prince Edward Island
Teachers’ Federation here this week. Mr.
Clark takes the view—strongly endorsed
by educationists across Canada—that ed-
ucation today has become a national as well |
as a local concern, that the requirements |
are vastly greater than the requirementsi
of the relatively simple Canadian economy
at the time of Confederation, and that a
change in federal policy in this regard is,
urgently needed.

Mr. Clark cited in particular two recent
developments which should cause the Fed-

education in the national interest. One was'
a statement by President Eisenhower out-
lining the gravity of the educational prob-
lem in the United States, and calling for|
the appropriation of large sums in the way
of federal aid. The second development!
cited was the comprehensive report of the
Canadian School Trustees’ Association un-
der ite research director, Dr. M. E. La-
Zerte, to which reference was made in
these columns recently. The report is a
monumental work on ‘“School Finance in
Canada”, and presents convincing argu-
ments, in cold statistics, for federal aid,
first in raising the level of the foundation
program to an acceptable Canadian stand-
ard, and secondly in assisting in contribut-
ing to elementary and secondary education
to the extent of $150,000,000 per annum at
the present time—one third of this aid to:
be on a per-pupil basis and two-thirds as
equalization grants to the Provinces with
low taxpaying ability, on a basis propor-
tioned to their needs.
As pointed out in the LaZerte report,
federal aid for education is only an exten-
. sion of the general principle recognized in
Dominion Government -finance, namely,
3 » compulsory contributions¥o the Federal
b treasury according to tdxpaying ability
and assistance in return according to prov-
incial needs. Provinces with low taxpaying
ability are unable at present to provide
needed types of schools and schooling and
are spending only 30, 40 or 50 percent as
much money on education of each of their
children as are more fortunate Provinces.
Equalization grants could raise the level of
education in all Provinces to acceptable
levels, while federal assistance on a ‘“‘per
pupil” basis would widen the field of sup-
port where it is most required.
“With the findings of this Committee,”
Mr. Clark stated, “I most wholeheartedly
agree and hope that our Federal Govern-
ment will give it the full consideration it
rightfully deserves.” If similar statements
are forthcoming from responsible Ministers
in other Provinces, it is difficult to see how
Ottawa can maintain its attitude of aloof-
ness much longer. For the basis of the Fed-
eral argument against education grants is|
that they would interfere with provincial
autonomy under the B.N.A. Act. If this'
were so, of course, the Provinces would be!
the first to raise the objection. The time has |
certainly come for a showdown on this!
issue, and it is to be hoped that our fedcraﬂ
" representatives, .regardless of politics, willl
take the same firm stand shown by the!
Minister in discussing the issue before our
i Teachers’ Federation. It is not too much
to say that it ranks among the most vital
questions affecting our Island interests to-

day.

No Cause For Alarm

There was a time, and not so long ago, !
when the repudiation of a friendship pact
between nations by one of the signatories
was considered a very serious matter. In
fact, it was the next thing to breaking offi
of diplomatic relations, a step close to
war. In these days, however, diplomacy,
like everything else in international poli-|
tice. can stand strains which, in the past,
would have been well nigh unbearable.
Thus it is that the recent Soviet declar-
ation that friendship pacts made with
Britain and France late in the Second
World War are now null and void is caus-
ina little’ excitement or alarm in either
London or Paris. There probably are two

* peasons for this. In the first place, the

it 10

eral Government to take a second look at|

Germany wil be in no position to make
any aggressive move towards any nation,
East or West.

All this indicates that the
repudiation of the pacts is dictated by

political considerations which have noth-
ing whatever to do with fear of West

German military strength or intentions.
In the second place, the Soviet action
merely puts an official stamp on a situ-
ation that has existed ever since the end
of the war. At no time has the Soviet
Union demonstrated by word or deed the
slightest interest in British or French

friendship. On the contrary—the friend-

ship pacts notwithstanding—the Soviet
leaders have done everything they could
think of to thwart Western attempts to
build up a satisfactory structure of inter-
national understanding and goodwill. Per-
haps, in the circumstances, it is just as
well that the pacts have been abrogated.
There is little virtue in meaningless diplo-
matic instruments. The British and French
are, in any event, as well off as they were
before; and they can still hope for the day
when their honourable intentions towards
the Soviet Union will be reciprocated and
given their proper place at the council
tables of the nations.

The Pope’s Message

In these days when fear of possible
atomic war is on every side it is good to
hear one authoritative voice raised in hope
and cheer and say to a distressed world, “I
am watching scientific advances in the field
of nuclear energy ‘without fear or trepida-
tion".” True, the Pope’s authority does not
extend to the foreign offices of the world,
although in many of them—perhaps in all
of them if the truth were known—his
words are weighed seriously. But he speaks
directly for several hundreds of millions of
human beings scattered all over the world;
and his counsel in every sphere of human
relationships is pondered and valued by all
civilized societies, as witness the anxiety
that was felt on all sides at the time of his
illness. )

His Holiness did not suggest in his Eas-
ter message that the danger of devastating
war has passed, nor that atomic power is
certain to be used for the health of the na-
tions rather than for their destruction; his
knowledge of human frailty and of the lim-
itations of human ingenuity is much too
profound to allow him to wander into the
shallows of exaggerated optimism. He
knows, as he said, “how long and difficult,
how arduous and dangerous” is man’s
task to acquire control over this new and
fearful force. But the fact that he does not
despair will lift up many a heart that has
been cast down; and we may be sure that
those statesmen and diplomats who are
striving against many odds to bring about
what he called “more gentle counsels of
peace” will find in his cautious but hopeful
message encouragement and strength to
work just a little harder and, it may be,
with a little more patience at their import-
ant tasks.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Another straw in the wind concerning
Pakistan's declared intention to sever all
ties with British institutions: commencing
Jan. 1, 1956, traffic will keep to the right,
instead of to the left, the latter being a

relic from the days of British rule.
. L] .

In an attempt to enc'ourage thrift, the
Swedish Government is considering put-
ting a 10% levy on all tax bills, this
amount to be kept for a number of years
and then returned to tax payers in the
form of Government bonds bearing inter-
est. There is some opposition to the pro-
posal; but Government spokesmen say it is
either that or sales taxes on everything—

and no refunds. ‘
. L L]

As the current Newfoundland seal hunt
comes to its close, without recording any
heavy catches which featured the voyage
in other days, it is being suggested that
this adventure in sea and ice is about to
become a classic and thrilling saga of the
past. Seal oil is not as valuable as it once
was; and outfitting of the ships, in ac-
cordance with modern standards, costs
more than the results warrant,

It will be recalled that some months
ago a Japanese fisherman died from what
doctors called atomic radiation, following
a hydrogen bomb test in the Pacific. This
was denied by physicians of the United
States Atomic Energy Commission, who
blamed the death on jaundice. Now, ex-
perts at Tokyo University have repeated
the charge; and they are saying it is a
marvel that the other twenty-two fisher-

men involved in the incident survived;| more
such was the potency of the radio-active
wianation given for the action has no|dust. Who is right and who is wrong will
Mvme of reason to it. The Soviet leaders probably never be established. But it is
well that the ratification of the certain that the Japanese people will lis'en
peethents, which provide for a/to their own doctors,
erman rearmament, is not| further deterioration In American-Japan-

with consequent

towards their eountry.'sss pelations, which are worse now than

P

_have been at any time since the end
war. : ;

(ol

"Born Thirty Years Too Soon"

OTTAWA REPORT

Atlantic Nations Parliament
By Patrick Nicholson

Canada has invited her thirteen
allies in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization to join her in creat-
ing a “Parliament of the Atlantic.”

Senator Wishart Robertson, as
President of the Canadi NATO
Parli tary A iation, is the

organizing genius who is gather-
ing about 300 Members of Parlia-
ment from these countries to an
inaugural meeting in Paris in July
of this year.

The Senator, who is also -Speak-
er of our Senate, tells me that he
has sent invitations to all these
countries. All have enthusiastical-
ly accepted, with the exception of
Portugal, who has not yet replied.

Britain, France, the United
States, Norway, Deamark, Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, Italy,

Greece, Turkey, Luxemburg and
Iceland will all send delegates, in
addition to Canada. Portugal is ex-
pected to accept shortly.

The admission of the West Ger-
man Republic to NATO will make
that country the fifteenth member
of the alliance. Nearly all mem-
ber nations have already official-
ly accepted Germany as an ally,
and her formal admission to
NATO is expected to take place at
the next meeting of the Council
of Ministers to be held next
month. Senator Robertson  will
then send an invitation to Ger-
many to join this first assembly of
NATO parliamentarians.

CANADA LAUDED

Our allies have without excep-
tion praised Canada for this far-
sighted step. It will be the first
occasion in  history when the
elected representatives of nations
of the New World and the Old
World have formally gathered to-
gether, to discuss their mutual
problems and ambitions.

Just what course the week-long
discussions  will take, Senator
Robertson is unable to predict. He
is inviting each country to nomin-
ate one representative to a steer-
ing committee, and this commit-
tee will meet before the plenary
sessions, to prepare an agenda.

It would be a fitting tribute to
Canada, and to Senator Robertson
in recognition of the part he has
played in promoting this meeting,
if he should be nominated as the
first Speaker of this international
assembly.

The basic idea behind this meet-
ing, he tells me, is that our elect-
ed legislators should have a more
intimate knowledge of our inter-
national relations. The Cabinet
and the Civil Service assume the
policy _initiative and the daily
routine of this field, he says. And
in doing so there. is a growing
tendency for them to be mono-
polistic and secretivg, so that not
even the parliamentarians, let
alone the general public, have
more than the haziest idea what is
going on.

Senator Robertson is an all-out
advocate of the creation of some
form of supra-national 'govern-
ment. We have transferred con-
trol of our military forces in Eur-
ope to a suoreme ATO com-
mander; we should similarly
transfer some control of our for-
eign policy and our economiec pol-
icy to a democratically-elected
government ranking ahove
our federal parliament, he su1-
gests. ' This a-government
would geographically perhaps be
as comparable to our feders:
ernment as that is fo our orovia-
cial governments, In other words,
it would control the exiernai a.-
fairs—military, diplomatic  and
economic—of the group of Atlantic
nations now forming the North
Atlantic Treaty Organiation™

STAND TOGETHER OR FALL

The strength which we will need
to match Soviet armed might and
threat c¢an " only be  obtained
through a unison matthing the

lithic Soviet bloc, Semator
a new . and

an increasing g
fact that uni'y among the Al

of the Free World is es-

sential to our survival. But tt
are divergent ideas as to what is
intended by the word ‘‘Union.”

Some people, he said, regard
it in the nature of a federal pol-
itical union, like the union of the
ten Canadian provinces. But the
Senator himself believes that Hon.
Lester Pearson hit the nail on the
head when he forecast that NATO
would develop into a great econo-
mic co-operative commonwealth
of the Western World, which may
one day become a political com-
monwealth.

Operation Igy

The planet Earth has been de-
scribed as a whirling ball of rock
that carries more than two bil-
lion human passengers on a jour-
ney through space, Although man
has lived upon this flying top for
an estimated millienm years.
only recently has he begun to
penetrate its inner secrets, to
measure the tides of air and wat-
er and ice that surge across its
wrinkled surface, to study the
rays that strike it from without.

Thirty-eight nations of the world
now are getting ready for a con-

‘he

5
Poets (orne:

A SAILOR’S GRAVE

ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

riot, ,
Out of the loud foam,
He has put in to a great quiet
And a still home.

Here he may lie at ease and won-

der
Why the old ship waits,
And hark for the surge and the

strong thunder

Of the full Straits.
And look for the fishing fleet at

morning,

Shadows like lost souls,
Slide through the fog where the

seal's warning

Betrays the shoals.

And watch
climbing

Out of the bright Weet,

With a salmon sky: and her wake

shining
Like a tern’s breast—
And never know he is done forever

With the old sea’s pride,
Borne from the fight and the full

endeavour

Out of the winds' and the waves’

for the deep-sea lner
in|

=-Marjorie Pickthall.

certed scientific attack upon this
still-little-known island in the uni-
verse, the National Geographic

Society says. Their joint effort,
largest ever attempted, will be
known as the International Geo-

third in a century, will officially
begin July 1, 1957, and extend
to the end of 1958 It already
involves millions of dollars and
thousands of scientists, and such
planning as the reconnoitering of
the Antarctic ice shelf by the
United States icebreaker Atka.
Before the Year ends, an ex-
pedition may have gone all the
way across Antarctica. Other
teams will fire high-altitude roc-
kets simultaneously from various
bases, study polar glaciers and
ocean depths, capture cosmic rays
and measure continental drift.
In 1882-88 the First Internation-

Arctic and learned much about the
puzzling ‘“northern lights.” Half a
century later the Second Inter-
national Polar Year of 1932-33
broadened knowledge of radio com-
munication and opened the way
for many electronic advances,
such as radar.

So fast have the earth sciences
progressed that another ‘‘Year”
was deemed necessary after only

organized by the International
Council of Scientific Unions, em-

the world,

President Eisenhower has called
the program ‘a striking example
of the opportunities which exist
for cooperative action among the
peoples of the world."”

STORMS FROM THE SUN

So vital is the sun te the life
of the earth that one scientific
understand

al Polar Year set up bases in the|the

25 years instead of 50, It was|to

bracing learned societies around of

Cosmic rays are streams of el-
ectrical particles that spray the

as by high-firing Aerobee rockets
and “rockoons’—smaller rockets
1 hed from ball

physical Year, or simply the|earth constantly from every direc-
“IGY.” tion. Where they come from—the
sun, the stars, or space between—
THIRD IN HISTORY is still unknown. Undoubtedly the
e " IGY will yield much data on

This ‘“‘Year” of world science, this powerful isible radiati

3| of the

~ Medically
Speaking
Herman N. Bundesen, M.D.

PROVIDING SPARE PARTS
FOR THE HUMAN MACHINE

' Little by little medical -science
is developing spare parts for your

‘Most of you probably have read

successful transplanting of

a cornea from an eye of a dead

person to the eye of a blinded

man or woman, Such operations

frequently have restored sight to
facing blind

Fabric Tubes

In muchc the same way, arteries,
removed from a body, may be
transferred to a live person in
need of such a pipeline. And, dur-
ing the last two years fabric tubes
have been wged for artery replace-
me:t. These tubes were all hand-
made.

artificial arteries may be prefab-
ricated in the not too distant fu-
ture. An Alabama doctor reports
a “no kink” nylon artery has been
used successfllly for the first time
in_a human being.

Dr. W. Sterling Edwards said
the middle-aged patient responded
favorably to the artificial artery
at the Medical College of Ala-
bama at Birmingham.

Surgeons at the college, with
the cooperation and research as-
sistance of the Chemstrand Corp.,
have been working for some time
to develop an ideal prefabricated
tube to bridge permanent arterial
defects.

The need for large numbers of
:lllch tUbIets of “ﬂlml‘l' sizes is ob-

ous. 's especial important
du;lhz;g wartime. Y P

s new nylon tube apparen
would allow free clrculatlgln: of ttlz
blood in patients who might other-
wise be faced with amputation of
a leg. Experimental tests are now
:)eélg glven both nylon and fiber
ubes.

Your body contains several large
arteries subject to partial or CD:I-
plete stoppage because of the ac-
cumulation of scar tissue.

Through surgery, we doctors can
remove the artery section involv-
ed and substitute a suifable chan-
nel of the correct size.
gestiomeday yoummaly be able to

a spare p or your body
almost as easily as yoi can get
one for your autoe!

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Now, however, it looks as though ada

ed on the belief that dry drought

seen to hold firmly te the basic

|is not unlimited.

one section or ap.

economy. The: wage.
earner - contributes, the employe
contributes. Unemployment insy,
is not a dole and the Funq
—Peter.
borough. Examiner,’ .
£ O d; 1' ““

bi machi

News

Canada’s part in the develop-
méent of the new weapons for the
arsenal of the free world is a
a source of pride, and not least
of these is Avro's , development
of the F-86. The steadily increas-
ing military power of the free
world, in Churchill's view, rep-
resents the power to deter aggres-
sion, on which rests our best and

perhaps only hope. —Tor-
onto Telegram.
Russian science is not all tri-

umphs, however, especially if the
project was blessed by someone
who is dead or out of favor. Sov-
iet weafher experts have drop-
ped the ‘“‘Stalin Plan”, a giant
program intended to change the
air flow, direction over Central
Asia. The Stalin Plan was found-

winds which roasted crops in
European Russia came from Cen-
tral Asia. Now, the Geographical
Institute of the Soviet Academy
of Sciences has decided the hot
air originates somewhere else.
The plan is off. —Montreal
Gazette.

PEE™

. |lators of anti-combine legisldtion

°|raising its head, the combined

" |purpose of lessening it but alg,

ery continues to do good Wori(
in the interest of the Canadian
public at large. Latest proven vio-

are 10 electrical wire and cable
companies, Of their activities
Chief Justice J.-C. McRuer of the
Ontario Supreme Court said, ip
handing down a, judgment: “Tp,
irresistible conclusion from . the
evidence 4s that whenever there
was a suggestion of competition

action of all the accused wag
brought to bear not only for the

to extinguish it. The injustice of
such a situation is ohvious enougp,
Jfor, as Chief Justice{ McRuer also
said, “‘the public is entitled to free
competition éxcept insofar as i
may be interfered with .by valiq
legislation . . .” Since the anti.
combine machinery went in(
operation several major groups
of offenders have been discovered
and convicted. Canadians as a
whole have benefited thereby. The
work of anti-combine investiga.
tors ‘deserves the appreciation of

L —Saskatoon Star-
Phoenix,

The Age Old Story

And Jesus went about all the
cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every sickness and every
disease among the people

.

NORTH FIRST
Arctic explorations were begun
by John Davis im 1587, dbout two
aenturln before Antarctic expedi.
ons,

The in ua-
employment benefits to a maxi-
mum of $30 a week, and other
rises in both benefits and /rates,
will have general approval at this
time. Some of the details of the
changes need closer scrutiny —
as regards for instance, the ad-
ministration. The amendments

Mrs. M. L: Can X-ray treat-
ment cause a cataract?
Answer: E e to

ve
X-ray or radium can cause cata-
ract formation.

A Vanishing Art

(Globe and Mail)
There is something both touch-
ing and familiar about that mo-
tor age indictment by a coach

ed company with the North Am-
erican Redmen (arbitrarily. but

adding o research carried om for
several decades, much of it under
auspices of the National Geo-
graphic Society,

WORLD WARM-UP

Four American expeditions, one

in Alaska, another on the Green-
land ice cap, and two in Ant-
arctica, will study glaciers. The
importance of the work is under-
scored by an estimate that if the
present warm-up in world climate
continues for another 26
sea levels will rise and the Arttic
Ocean may become navigable in
summers.

years,

British plans for the Geophysi-

conqueror,

cal Year include a 1,750-mile cros-
sing of the Antartie continent
with snow vehicles, the expedition

a

gly called Indians); we took
to saying they walked pigeon-
toed, whereas they actually walk
on the forward part of the foot
as we were all intended to.

A famous fiction writer once
lamented that a woman so often
walks like a goddess and runs
like a hen. He might have in-
verted it to say that a man so
often runs like a god and walks
like a mallet. Man alone among
the animals is-a heel . walker,
thereby soliciting chilblains, corns,
bunions, fallen arches and a
whole catalogue of ligamental and
circulatory ailments all the way
from the metatarsal to the spinal
regions.

There is no point in trying to
trace the original culprit; it may
have been the old-time military
insistence on  heel
t the cause, the

pe | the motor age.

rubber heel industry, already a
fairly ancient means of appease-
ment, attests that it didn’t hap-
pen yesterday. And for ,once it
is something we can't blame on

EXPERT GROUP
The Royal Society, oldest scien-

::eo not l_.lllull fund te be splash-

ption of the Act. M is insur-

When bidoaye i o

soide

I‘l .'-“
pousal duty. Y

cries havoo because Jobs have

shades, all appliances at

We nave just received

Hleotrioal Contracting,

117 Kent St.

SPECIAL SALE

To make space for our new shipments of Spring
Merchandise, we are offering our present stock of
Lighting Fixtures, table, boudoir,

20% DISCOUNT

doir and pin-up lamps at Special Prices.
WE SERVICE EVERYTHING WE SELL

x repairs te irons, toasters, motors, generators,

ESTIMATES ON REQUEST

BROWN ELECTRIC

pin-up lamps, lamp

a shipment of table, bou-

house wiring and repair-

Dial 6212

the firm.
preciated.

’

ANNOUNCEMENT

H. M. Davison Ltd., Fire Insurance, etc., is pleas-
ed to announce that Mr., Lewis S. Turner, son of the
late Percy W. Turner will be actively associated with

Your continued patronage will be greatly ap-

H. M. DAVISON LTD.
78 Great George St.

PROFESSIONAL CARDS

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, Ete.

tific society in Britain, was
1654. :

of unusual activity on

§i§5§

g
: uf

i
:

i

g

e

J. Elmer Blanchard, B.A.

165 Queen St Phone 4232

M. A. I‘MQr’ Q~O» LL.B.
Bank of Commerce Bldg

B e S [ TRLR SOWLEL
OPTOMETRISTS

G, F. Hutcheson & Son
F. G. HUTCHESON, R.0.
58 Grafion St. Dial 8322

Allison M. Gillis, LL.B.

dJ. A. Carruthers, R.O.
123 Kent St. Dial 5612

176 Grafton Street

130 Richmond ¢, Dial 4141
B; J. Grant, 0.D.
A althim Geatels LLE. 11 mook:Bh b Dial e
& . 8, Taylor, R.O.
Palmer & Haslam c-:-rq'madm-lu-
Bank of Nova Scolia Bldg. Office 9133; House 4756
yon, R.O




