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Rifts, Within The Lute
Some years ago, when Mr. Diefen-

baker was the “renegade in power,”

‘

standpoint, this scheme would have

the effect- of taking the pressure off

the government for & continual in-
cease in old age pensions and could

be presented as & progréssive step in
improving the lot of Our older citi-
zens. e

It would be much ‘ cheaper, too,

than raising the basic old age pension

to $100 a month regardless of need.
The estimated annual cost of doing

this would be $800 : «The Sen-
ate proposal would give everyone over
65 an income of $108 a month to start

with—more than the ps
old age pension—and the cost would
be only $100 million a year.
How come? Well,'this is how the
Winnipeg Free Press, a paper. favor-
able to the government, explains it:
The higher payments, be offset
to a degree by reduced expenditures
‘under the existing federal-provincial
old age assistance programs (under

which old people who require more |

than their old age pension to live on
receive additional aid, subject to a

¢ means test.) Furthermore, the guar-
s.anteed income proposal is intended,.

Mr. Pearson and his jolly mates were -2

as cozy as could be with theé press
gallery scribes at Ottawa. As a result
they got oodles of favorable publicity,
and it looked like the beginning of the
millennium for democracy when the

Liberals finally got into office and the |

crusty Tories were relegated to the
opposition 'wings. Here, it seemed,
was an administration that was really
alert to the value of the press and the
need for maintaining its hard-won
privileges in the public interest.
‘Now, what a sorry change has
come about in these relations! The -
Liberals have developed an all-too-ob-
vious tendency to think of the) press
as existing only to serve their

- interests. They took it hard when, a

couple of weeks ago, detailed reports

- appeared in several places about a

split in the Liberal caucus on the
question of bank interest charges,
making it evident that some Liberal

"~ MPs had talked to reporfers about

what went on behind the scenes, and

~that the mnewspapers had had the |

audacity to publish it.

Almost immediately after, the
executive of ' the Liberal caucus:
registered a complaint about the pres-
ence of reporters in the lobbies—
those rooms on eithér side of the-
Commons chamber, where members
" go to smoke and talk when they are
not needed immediately in the House.

.. No_specific charges were made, but

the Liberals wanted it agreed that
reporters should be admitted only to
the fireplace end of the room, “where,
presumably”—as George Bain writes
in the Toronto Globe and Mail, “they

““would be expected to stand in respect-

ful attitudes, tugging at their fore-
locks.”

The upshot was that a notice was
posted in the press gallery advising -
members- to avoid loitering in the.
lobby, and the general membership of
the press gallery passed a resolution
expressing concern over attempts to
restrict the gallery’s traditional
privileges. = oot

That's the score to date, and there
is 'a goed deal of ink being spilt over

_it. But actually there were rifts within

the lute before this issue developed,
and even hefore the wicked Toriés
were defeated. It could be said to have
started back in 1960, at the Kingston
“Thinkers” Conference, when Liberal
policy adviser Tom Kent argued that
newspapers should get along without
advertising. A more noticeable break
occurred at the last session, when
former Finance Minister Walter Gor-
don clamped restrictions on owner-
ship of Canadian newspapers.

The latest move appears to have
been prompted solely by pique over
the leakage of caucus news. Which
should make it a-lively subject for
-comment_by that man Diefenbaker
when he gets round to it. - :

Old Age Pensions
Will the Liberals increase the old
age pension, as now predicted? Prime
Minister Pearson himself has said tHat

“increases in the pension are inevitable

because it has been linked to the
cost of living, and “when that goes up.
s0 must the 6 pensions.” At the
moment, he added, the government
was trying to put the Canada Assis-
tance program-—payment of supple-
mentary benefits to pensioners on the
basis of what is called “needs test”—
“into operation, and at thepiame time
was thinking about what more could
be done to improve the position of
pensioners. : "
One plan of action, of course, would

"be to implement the report of the

special Senaté committee on aging,

—which- was-made public earlier this

month. A cardinal recommendation in
this report was for a guaranteed in-

. come of $1,260 a year to every single

B ‘

over 85, with married couples
$2,220. From  the political

B
--‘4)}’; o

| _as the report says, “essentially for the
| benefit of old peaple already retired”
| —and who cannet therefore hope to |
benefit from the Cagada Pension |

Plan, These people are now largely
_dependent on the old age pension of
| $75 a month. AS the Canada Pension

Plan becomes operative, the number
income: would diminigh, as benefits

tributors above the minimum pension
level. ' . :

argued that in-removing one inequity,
the plan would set up another. For
example, if a man in his working life
has scrimped and saved to buy him-

a year, he would have no call on the
government ' because his- income,
thanks to his own foresight, would be
at the minimum called for. Undoubt-
edly this would work an injustice on
some people, and we may expect to
hear more about it if the bill is
introduced.

Goodwill Ambassador
Tourism in this' province has
‘benefitted  considerably by the
_marked increase in the past few sea-
- sons of the number of French-speak-
ing citizens of the province of Quebec
“who have visited here in - vacation
time. R ,
That the influx of “Quebecois” is
bound to increase seems certain from
the role of French-speaking goodwill
ambassador just played recently by
Professor J. Henri Blanchard, Ph.D.,
former vice-principal ' of Prince of

he was'in the industrial city in Que-
bec’s eastern townships, Professor
Blanchard, who is 85, was interview.
~ed by a writer for ;‘La Tribune,” the
‘local French language daily news.
paper, and a column-long story was
subsequently published along with a
- photograph of the visitor taken by the
paper’s photographer.
. As a noted leader of the Acadians

" in this province, Dr. Blanchard was
- asked how the Fren

h, language seg-
4ment of the population in the Mari-
.times is faring, and he said that while

N e w Brunswick with 250,000
. Acadians representing some 40 per-
cent of the population, the situation is
‘somewhat different in P.E.I. and
Nova Scotia. The English-speaking
+ people of these two provinces, he said,
. “are becoming more and more sym-
pathetic to the French-speaking folk.
Here on the Island our troubles are.
mostly in the form of teaching staff.
We have but the public schools and
all subjects are taught in English. In,
the exclusively French:speaking local-

[ ities, French is taught. Since 1893 we

have even had a French-Speaking
school inspector.” £
Our distinguished Acadian octo-
genarian furnished his interviewer.
with a description of the farming and
fishing economy of the' Island, not
overlooking eulogies of our potatoes
and fresh seafoods. Told ~that an
editor of the paper had been here on
his vacation and had spoken highly.
of the beauty of the landscapes, Dr.
Blanchard said: “Your friend should
have just about spent his entire vaca-
tion living on the beaches. They are
" the finest in North America. Many
Canadians of French descent come to
our province every vear for their holi-
days. Our camping grounds are really
something.” u
.EDITORIAL NOTE
The Royal Commission on Bilin-
~gualism and Biculturaligm is still
going strong. At ‘least it was up to
Dec. 31 last, when its cost'to the tax-
payers amounted to $3,538,523,

according to a return tabled this *eek
in the House of ,Commonsg, :

of people qualifying for a guaranteed |
through the CPP weuld  bring con-’ |

On the other hand, it . could be |

self a retirement annuity of $1,250 -

Wales College, during a visit to his |
daughter in Sherbrooke, P.Q. While |

there was considerable strength in

‘&

~ BATMAN AND ROBLIN

CARIBBEAN PROPOSALS

" New Constitutions Bein

-, Six British’ territories in the

Eastérn Caribbean — the four
Windward Islands of St. Lucia,
St. Vincent, Dominica and Gre-
nada end two of the Leeward

Isla

ies of Barbude .and Re-
donda) and St. Kitts — Nevis —
Anguilla — are to consider, in a
series of conferences in London

Constitutional changes for the
much smaller territory of Mont-
serrat will be considered separ-
ately. The total combined land
area of the six territories is 1.-
120 square miles and the total
population is 457,000 — the
lations of each_territory
between 50,000 and 100,000. -

After the dissolution of the
JFederation of the West Indies

in 1962, Jamaica and Trinidad

and Tobago became separate in-
dependent countries and eight of
the smaller participants (the

Antigua ' (with its de- |

Commenwealth Survey

‘e £ °
Was This Tri
: Ottawa
President Johnson is so ob-
viously anxious te spread under-
standing of the U.S. role in Viet
Nam and to dfow willingness to
explore every avenue to  peace
that it is easy enough to see why
he sent Vice-President Hump-
hrey on ‘a sudden safari to
South-east Asia. :
Yet after the reports of the ir-
repressible ;| Mr. Humphrey
“‘snapping photographs like any

- tourist and buying souvenirs,”

as a New York Times corres-

pondent wrote, many will “ask |

the old question: ‘“Was this trip
really necessary?"

What will those who have
grave doubts about U.S. policies

in Viet Nam think of Mr. Humph-

rey stopping to buy two wood-
en elephanis to send home to
the Republican Senator, Everett
M. Dirksen?

The ceremony and sideshow

p Ne'ce'ssa‘ry?;

Journal ' -

U.S. position. In-
of ceaselessly repeating
and hardening

arguments
_the lines of disagreement, - why
not a meaningful silence? It is
sometimes easier for an enemy
to change his tactics when he is

not being shouted at.

People’s Man
'l')godn Telegram
The word “ombudsman” fs man”; but probably a

strange to our ears and, as it
“has no place in our ordinary vo-
cabulary, quite. meaningless
However, it is likely ta hecome
a part of our common language
before very long.

The ombudsman has become
an institution in Sweeden and
now the British Parliament is
presentéd with. a bill that would
establish the same institution

_in the United Kingdom.

- The literal _translation of the
word ombudsman. is ‘‘the -peo-

Our Yesterdays

_(From The Guardian Files)

TWENTY . FIVE YEARS AGO
(February 23, 1941). %

At any moment, London obser-’

vers believed, the German army
might goose-step into Bulgaria
to join the vanguard who had
penetrated peacefully that Bal-
kan country disguised as tour-
ists and technicians,

_ 8ir Frederick Banting, one of
QCanada's outstanding

scientists, was reported missing
aboard an airplane that had not

- been heard ' from since Febru-

ary 2lst.

TEN YEARS AGO
(February 23, 1956)
Complete endorsation of . the
proposed. causeway ' project be-
tween New Brumswick ,and
Prince Edward Island was voic-
ed by Mr. R.R. Bell as he re-
sumed the debate on the Draft
~Address-in-the - Provineial legis-
lature, :

Dr. AJ: Cipriani, one of the
world's best known medical men
in the atomic energy field, died
at Deep River, Ont., after suf-
fering a stroke.

le's 1
g-oer and more meaningful tran-
slation would be

» "the people's
counsel.”, ot

The ombudsman is” a . state | ple

employee and stands between
the private citizen and bureau-
cracy. Where bureaucracy is ar-

sman may be ealled upon to ex-
amine the citizen's interests and
if he finds them offended, plead
his case to the officials who

rity. '

? %CN s a great deal of merit
in this institution, especially in
countries where bureaucracy is
becoming overwhelming.

Of course, under our system
of government, any man can ap-
peal to the eourts for redress
from a bureaucratic act which
in his opinfon, injures him.

. But not every man has the
nowledge or the resources re-
uired to take legal suit when he
feels he has been mistreated by
some agent of government.
- ‘Whether -or not the British
Parliament accepts the institu-
tion is problematical. How-
ever, the fact that the govern-
ment has sponsored the bill to
establish the ombudsman® ——
which won't be called by . that
name in Britain — is significant.
It simply recognizes that, wtih
the almost overwhelming bur-
den of bureaucratic controls and
disciplines, the ordinary man
and woman- need. a referee,

) i d
WITHDRAWAL UNDER WAY

DELHI (Reuters)—In.
dian_and_Pakistani_troops have
begun a full-scale withdrawal
from all _areas they occupied
during last September's border
war, «official sources said Satur.
day. Forces of 'both sides are
due by Feb. 25 to be back inside

their own frontiers.

rogant or arbitrary, the ombud- | ho

“have ~overreached their -autho- |-

" plateau, most of

g Planned

Jority of the votes cast in a ve-
derendum. i
The head of the executive gov-

ernment would be @ Queen's re- |-
..

presentative . appointed for .
term of five years by the queen
on the advice of the Secretary of

- | State for the Colonies who would

be guided by the Chief Minister
‘(or Premier) concerned.
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fo Dr. Van Delien shoud be-
co Chicage Trib- .
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Tempe: s onuSLecks 4

Mountains leap sharper apd
higher, colors are brighter, peo-

La Paz ig home
Bolivia's 3,608,000 - pe
yond. the cold Altiplana or

sparsely inhabited—the L 3
slopes’ of the Andes, the sior

ern jungles, the great eastern
grasshands, nd AT !

DECLARED FREEDOM

' Bolivia is featured i
Gemn:cpzic'u F P,
an a by Un
official Loren _ , - who
lived and worked thers for five
and a half years. - =
_ Revolts peppered mearly three
centuries of Spanish rule, he
notes. Bolivians were the first
S‘m;thern Americans to pro-
chaim independence Spain
:lg) and the last to achieve #
1825). i
During the. next 125 years, 50-
odd men held the job of Presi-
dent, some only days or weeks.
Mr. McIntyre quotes from &n
old_Bolivian manuscript, ‘‘Presi-

jn silver, tin, lead, end snve:
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embarked on a new policy to ot-
tract young people to air travel.
El'“ywth fare'’ program al
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Last month American Airlines

between the age
of 12 and 22 to buy an

by the US.
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and Ganadian young people ‘will
be. looking forward to the estab-
lishment of such a program by
Air Canada: : e
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And Cu-ltu_re" B

Terenle Daily Star

of  their 1o -

pses of sublimer :
things. But what has this to do *
with the necessity of cleaning up

0
4
L]

areas of infection?

dressed in rainbow finery— em-
broidered s, fringed

shade hats, multilayered skirts,
. headdresses. The ' }ow-
, ~festival sones pulse
with fiery Spanish rhythms.

i

dents do not know How bo
down in_time; they have b0
shot out ‘of office."

For all its political turbulence, |
Bolivia has known times of 'lz

73
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NEED MILES FOR HERO

mense prosperity, From
mountains have come fortunes

A publisher ordered

EE miles of paper’
first volume of a biography
sum-mamunm&
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HEALTH,

- Balaries to $13,000 - a1

Special emphasis of studies |’
will be ‘on underlying prin- ‘|-

WELFARE and SOCIAL
SECURITY :

ciples

Por further' details and application Mm.-iﬂh as soon llr ¢
possible to the CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
OTTAWA 4. mmnmm&

This simple, no penalty,
AAT LT
aneda’s
most experienced mutval
fund, and provides ::‘r

and y
costs, methods of |
nancing, social effective- |-
mess and administrative |
methods. ‘
ered for rm-t'm = ¥

a on

hasis demonstrated
profes-
experience.
i must « be uni-
versity graduates in ecomo- |
mics, commerce, statistics, -
mathematics, sociology;
other

~.soclal work
socio-eco o
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