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did it wean ¢ § he.fnad long kuown that he | yyu¢ vague dread was coming back 1o her | stones might sparkle in the bluze, aud then | piereing ery had a:oused every ale;por in
T 1o gnotl-wnl, that he ‘regardcd ber | again.  The fire was dying down, the room | curefully polishing them, pat them back. | the house, and they were all guthered thera
an lul.ru\]cr in her husband’s house, aod | seamed darker, and a cold chill crept over | For nearly halt an hour she stood trifling wow, entreating admittance ; she rose, she
| that he bitterly résented {hc stern rebukes, | hor frame. The dread grew. The ivory | uow with oune, now with another, her fingers | tottered across the room, m:l let them ia;
and even threats, with which his master h‘“d;brush upon her kuee slid down, and fell | busied in fubbing ani arranging, her ear |and as they came around ber, gazing bor.
visited his occ_asu,nal disrespcet to her._ Sbe | with a dull, beavy sound upon the floor ; she | straived for any sound, her heart |capmgfa-or-stricken at her wild eyes 'hgr bl,?.ched
wad known this loug, but vever bad his dis- | stooped hastily to reach it, but as she raised |8 the flickering candle threw sudden | lips, she panted out her tale, 'ever pointin
h‘kc .beeu written so pl.uulym‘ his face asDOW. | ner fuce, all veiled by her long dloopi.ﬂg shadows on the walls; and still there was | to that inuer door ; thea hyi.ng her head oz .
Could be be plotting hurm ? Should she follow hair, she saw, away by the winlow in the 00 movement in the dim chamber beyond, | Hester's shoulder, and mouwning out : 'U"
; " ; Aud ‘h}'“ furthest corner of the room, a bony hand | She must return there now, for she could ! husband, save me ! swooned l':]-
u-_:'mn'rlfu smll‘uio .a‘l be»bnamelm; terrors. For graspiol the friaged edge of the dama-k |>tand no longer; her knecs would scarcely | It was early, on the moruing of the self-
(b}rt) )‘fus ! »m]sl(‘))u .s] lscrved Sir Rlci_mxd curtain, and a white eager face peering from |support her; her streagth seemed ebbing, {same day, when Sir Richard, fdluved bya
faithtully—surely he would not now be false behind it intently watehiog her. Que in- aqul that forced composure was too terrible groom, galopped up the beechavenuo, Tyho
stant and the curtain fell to again softly, ' to iast. For one half instant she paused to white autamu mist hung like a shrould over
silently, and that face was gove. But she gather breath, thea, with a weary sigh, she | the park, the zolden leaves foll in showers
had seen it, and she knew it. Not six laid aside the bracelet she was holding, and | around him, but he noted them not, as with
whip he urged on his fla ging
 venge had heen turned upon her, and with a  room.  Oa the threshold she stopped, re- steed. His ruddy face Was as pule as death
|sinking heart she recoguised the fierce eyes, | treated a step or two, andScemed to hesitate, | —his teeth were set in deead anxiety, for
. | the lowering brow, aud kuew at last what | LI sbe hiad secn bow at that instant the band | be kuew ail. They had sent to summon
She would bave stop- | (hat look meant. She did not start or ery. behind the cartaiu was tightening its grasp | him, and since he left Chester he had yot
| Her ;;lulsej u,;obl.ej wildly, her very blood upou the knife it beld, and the crouching "once drawn rein. Ie was here at last, at
8 no! 8 was chiiled ; but she sat on calmly, quietly. [orm was wakirg ready for a spring—if she  his own door, and throwi i i
th.ls~ night for the ecorn she l{as made Sir (She had trembled at the bare ¢’ho.}°,m i;_had seen this, evgcn he{ oou-.-ngi ungght, h:ve exhausied hLorse, he ﬂu::%h:“::ieg o: :n:
Richard heap upon me,” and his teeth were  peril to her husband, but now in her own | failed, but she did vot see it, and she played secvant, asod syrang up the steps. No wife
grouud with something like a curse. tearful danger she was brave and steadfast, out the play. Murmuring in a low steady | was there to welcome him. All was sl
Lady Courthope, sitting thoughtfully be- ber icy hands still toyed with her bright | tone : ¢ No matter for to-night,” she came on |and quiet.  Without-—the dewy grass, the
side the fire, her eyes fixed upon the leap- | lair, her eyes were bent vacantly upon the | into ber chamber,leaving the jewels scattered | red sun struggling through the mist' the
wg Hames, her hands lying idle in her lap, dying embers, and there was no outward sign about the table, and the door standing opea, | falling leaves.~ Within—the dark ol4 hall
was lelt undisturbed, ull nearly two hours | of the tumult within ; and yet she knew and  And now the trap was sct, aud she might  the servants sadly watehing for him, the Iuw'
later Stephen came to tell ber supper wait- | understood all.  Marston was there close by rest and watch, © | sounds of weeping.  He looked from one ta
ed.  She asked him as she rose if the storm  her. His uwight journey bad been bat a Hastily extinguishiog the lights, she drew | 290ther, thn bis parched tongne slowly
still raged without. * It has passed, my | feint to hide his deadly purpose and to sereen | gide the bed-curiains, and ;nygdm,'n There | formed ihe words: * Wihere is she They
lady, aud the sky is clear.” She went to bimself, He had stolen back in the dark- was a strance reposc‘: after that klmJ and | led him 10 the roow where she was lying;
the window and drew aside the curtain. uvess, aud hiddea there to wait for her, and fearful selRrestihict in lying mu(ioul:gs iu?b“" when he kneit beside her, and P"“’s"'i
The dark clonds were gone, and in their —wmurder ber. Aud he might murder her. (he fitful firelight,her aching limbs stretched { his qaivering lips upon her favered brow, she
stead the mooa shone bright on wood and Here alone i this locked roow, how could out, Ler weary he’«l resti L'(,n the pillow— | greeted him with a wild laugh, and gu'z';n"
bill.  Marstou's journey would be ucedless, | she escape him? [f she fled, if she could a strange repose even tho?-h he "‘; so near | 4t him vacanily, began agaiu her wiserable
Sir ll-ci{ud would be safe now. She heaved  even guin the gallery outside, it would avail | her, The winutes paasedéqu the deep | Fawbling talk of emweralds and keys, lonely
a deep sigh, and with a Jight step weot ber | her lictle. Long, long before she could pass | tones of the clock struck out l\'\'elve mgimorns and giittering kuives. For a while
way 10 the supper-room, | those deserted rooms, before her voice could il all was quiet, save for the click o't' the | Ve lingered, leoking down upon her bag-
Tue evening wore away ; the great clock | summon any one to her aid, be would be upon | gipbers on the bearth, and the distant baying | 8874 face, softly stroking her tangled hair
over the siables had long sinee struck nine, |her, his fiogérs at her throat. And then | of the dogs in the court ard.  With clgses ilhen unable to endure it longer hurried‘
and the hands were uearing teu, when Liady | there came across her a strange memory of | eyes dm?gium deep breui’h as though asleep, | #¥4Y- They wanted him elsewhere for
Courthope, throwing a cover over the em-| how one summer day she had seen him stand- | e l,ay (me,ﬁug, 1c scu(;md as ilg- she h‘p‘i | Maiston was still in 1he house, and 'ha«l

But Sir Richard shook

feared, but not the old and trasted servaat.

gravel road. She did wot hear something

ae he glanced up at the lighted window of
the drawing room ;

There will be a heavy reckoning

« Yes,’ she said, * he|P®T> retired to her own chamber for the| hunds a piece of rope—how he had wound it was a ‘aint sur in that coruer. f[lo was| 8 head ; he dared fiot trust himself just

night. ; It was a large loity room in the round qnd round until the sriped fbres coming out uow. Sne dared not look or |MOW Dear that man; let them carry him
west wing of the building, remote from the | were stiff and rigid, and how thean his iron move, but she heard — she heard the dull !u'ly far from bis sight.  There w s uothing

20 s g | R . . |
m * There will be little cause 1o laugh if the | St@ircase, aqd at the tunhgr end of.a long}ﬁugus bad been bent dor one more effort, | fall of the curtain, the stealthy, cautiogs | 'Tesh to bear, for Marston hud already told
hus s front of ten | storm comes, if the river is swollen.’ Mars. C0fridor which opeaed by side-doors into se- |and when the last turn was given, the rope | footsteps on the floor.

chaine on the Guif Shore, where abundutce of | 00 eyslgimed abruptly. *-You will ses him veral unused rooms. But the young bride | was left hanging idly on his arm. A strange | (he dressiug-room ¥ No—Heaven help her | deadly batred, and bow, findiag that Sie

Was he going to| all—how his first dislike hag deepencd into
bad chosen it ratber than any other, for she | thing. to recail at such a time as this, _pe was coming to her bed. The steps'm"h"d would be abscat, he had resolved
uld al cawe Ou, nearer, uearer ; something brashed | 10 Wreak his latred, enrieh himself, and
o gy : ¥ P . What, if rising from her | uguinst the bed-clothes, then stopped close | ee ; how, feiguing that night-journey, sud
; . The high mantlepiece with its| chair, she were to go straight to that win- | penind her. Her eyes were closed he | 1€aving bis horse some three wiles off, he
curious carvings, the ceiling decorated with | dow, and drawing back the curtain, confront breath still came softly throngh her [;nrtcti {had returoed uascen to the house, e had

it and that Jong ago it had been hiz mo-  in recalling it.

¢ Qe Stravge paintings of nymphs and Cupids, | him there, aud in ber husband’s, in his was- lips, but within that statue-like form ;herel‘l‘}’“Sm 10 do the deed, and then escaping
would have us believe sbe cares for him, the antique furnitulte, and the tall cunopied | ter's name, appeal to bim for pity? Ab, was a hunan soul praying in mortal anguish | with what treasure he might find, be far

bedstead, gave a quaint and sombre aspect | no; that name from her lips would but ia- | for p f his wi t ¢
i : b . ardon for herself, and f upon his way to Loodon before the morn.
to the chawsber; but to-night the fire roared flame his Jealousy and hate. She raised her | Widgwe[] bushand. A ;:u:ec_o_lfh?: :3:,::2: ing broke. His horse was ficet ; the ser.
and crackled on the hearth, and flashed upon  eyes, and they rested on something bright slight movement. He was bending over | Y*#'® thought him at Chester ; aml long be-
the yellow damask draperies, and the candles | and glitiering, something which Just then | her ; his hand was pressing the pillow ; then fore suspicion eould hawe turyed upon bim
-] ’ ’

i/ that wuxen doll beurs all his plans, aud burning 03 th dressing-table lit up every alwost seemed a friend ; for there above ‘he;something cold and sharp was lightly laid he would bave been safe. Doggedly and
But | coruer. |

As Lady Courthope entered, her|chimney-piece, within reach of her hand,

1 ‘ across her throat. T4 i, 3 calmly he spoke of all this, and now bad
waid came forward from a door on the op- | hung her busband’s rapier. She might cross hee throat. The last pang bad come, W Sade

and sbe had no power now to move or cry, 'Dem bring 3ir Richard there to hear what
4 : | \ harshuess had brought
|encmy ere he could free himself from those | peace. But the moment passed, and she *P0ut. They carried him boaod hand snd
* Have you been waiting long, Hester 2’| coucealing folds; but her woman's soul still lived. Auother moment, and that cold | 00t 10 Chester, where, three months later,
g : 4 $is. bresth.. was ‘a0 oggdﬁituud cahn‘ as ever, he was sentenced
* You look sadly tired.” extremity. In that upward glance, another | louger on her face, yet he was still tiere; © ® life-long exile. Many days went by,
*I have but just come in, my lady. thought had come into her mind—her dress- | she folt him stirring ; she knew that he was | and still Sir Richard, ever watching by his

. pictures on the walls, while the high-backed Annie and I have been in the workroom all |ing-room! The door stood open, ot ten|watching her. Loog he watched; then, wife, met ouly those vacant cyes, heard
i never | ohairs and carved tables cast strange, uu- ‘be evening, and ’tis that makes my heud | paces from her. Once locked in ‘he“’"b“"imuucriug low: “My hand shakes; I'll only that weary, ccaselcss muttering., At
| couth shadows all round, as the lady made ache 80.’

|alas! there was veither bolt nor bar, and the

| ! | wait & while,’ he turned away. She heard | length she knew bim — at length, when
¢ Poor girl I’ said ber mistress pityingly ;  key turned on the outside. Her heart al- ‘

|him turn, she heard bis footsteps slowly re- | weeks had come and gone, she came from

« He rides *You have been more used to milking cows most sank within her. Already she seemed ‘ceding from the bed, but the sound brought | PF 8ick chamber, aud leaning ou bis arm,

But cheer | to hear stealthy steps upon the floor, bebind, 4o relief; she was past that ; she had tely ©FePt 4oWn to she drawing-room. She had
time. Huve the others gone to rest ¥’ |cheek ; and still sho sat on quietly. Was|he kuife had done its work, and bruughtf."d'm‘t with health and beau'y ; she eutered
+ All out St«_ephcn. my lady ; 1 beard bim |'hcm uo escape for ber ? Qncee again bereyes | por release from that long torture ; but the /it again gr»y-h;?ired and feeble, trembiliug ut
cross the hall just now.’ | fell on the open door of the dressing-room. |o.d had not cowe yet. He was goiug to °V®Y sound, clinging to her husbsnd’s arwm
‘ Tell him he ueed not keep watch for Sir|  There are moments in life when every |ihe dressing-room. Unce, iwice he stopped, for protection aud “support.  Aud whea
Richard.  He is, L trust, ere now safe iu | power of the mind is unnaturally straived, ’us though listening, then he weat ou again ; Y473 had pussed away, and the roses bad
Clester.  He wust have forded the river ‘and when ideas and plans which at another and now he was moving something on the | returned to her cheeks, the sparkle to hee
wl)llf)xt Y;"ns g’et passable.’ - :;ﬂnmc l:;lght be the work of weary hours, are | dressing-table. There was u faint rattle, a Z{Z;—e‘;"‘ 'fhe"l the .h" °h““}“:' she hal
‘Ur it the stream were swellen, my | formed in one short instant. Such a moment | dead pause, then in that stealthy tread. | ned ol, clustering round her kuee,
lady, he bad but to ride duwn to the old came to Lady Courthope mow. As she|She sfrovu to opcu‘l%:r eyes, but theyyseemed looked up into her face, aund marvelled at
stoue bridge below father’s bouse,’ the girl (looked at the dressing-room door aud the seuled, and it uecded a convulsive effort to th0%e silvery locks, then she wuuld hush
sanllf{un:il{i fans ss B E:ey ml: "he'oms‘bde'ka :;he;{n;: glashded across |unciose thew, She did unclose them and ‘(:i‘;:r:;:tir‘:gdl:""h*;”d.'le"dcf :i"'”' bus
‘ Toe bridge—1 heard of no bridge ! ex- her, bringing back the life-blood to her | she suw him. [Lr e oo oo VAeis SUos Bhet ught—never
c!au'x_x::.d Lady Couarthope. cheek, sending fresh hope to her heart. Lf]  The room was very dark now, but by the | A trod that gallery, vever again trod
* "Ilis by the old priory—a matter of three | she eould but decoy bim into that room— | ¢; - st dig. | 8¢ Toom.
: ; "y Ao : ’ | faint glimmer of the fire she could just dis- | iy
wmiles round, maybe; but Sir Richard knows | decoy him as she has secn birds and dogs ; : |
. : , — cern the doorway of the dressing-room, and |  Spyep w . M .
it well, decoyed by some tempting bait. She has a | ithin i gy e g gy e 4
* And Marston bad forgotten it,’ said ber | bait. He bas come for bj oy the figure standing within it. The trap bad syres.—A gallon isa't a gallon. It's awine
A 2 ’ ol e i ul: 18 revenge, but she | g ken — the jewels had lured him. He | gallon, or one of three different sorts of ale
>R Ay o sl st 5 T'e w“’““. e passion strong 10| yy;ned his bead, aud ber lids fell instantly, |gallon, er & zoru gellon, or & gullon of oil ;
‘ * tuidk goting of dhe fovd,’ Hosree him, and that passion is avarice, Ofien has though she lay hidden in the deep shadow of #0d the galiva of oil means 74lb. for train
swered ; h.. only said that he was going to  she seen his eyes brighten at the touch of 'he beavy bedstead. When she looked o, and Blb, for some other oils. If you buy
ride alter Sir Richard. |gold ; often bas Sir Richard laughingly | ,onin, he was standing where she had | PiPe of wine, how wach do Jou t? 93
*He has not come back ¥’ Lady Court- | siid that the ove fault of his old and faithful -y The i i gallons if the wine be Mursala, 92 if Madeirs,
ot P Semadhe et ot p o | stood an hour ago, There was light in the )7 i Bucellas, 103 if Port, 100 if Teaeriffo.
ke - dp i | [T e fove 0f money ; aud now, | §reqsing.room, for he held a blaging matoh, | What is o stone? 14ib. if u liviog man 8
*O vo, my lady; be told us that if he|if throush that love she can be uile him | | 21z . 8 y
e R b ] R Sranst 4 ' fand a candle burned upon the tabie by his | if a slaughtered bullock. 16 of cheese, 5 of
e lm et Sir Richard, he sl y at | first to the dressing-room, she way yet be |gijo. She could see him plataly now, bis glass, 32 of hemp, 16§ of flax at Belfast,
the Golden I.]orn till morning. : ;aaVFd. The part before her was hard and tall square form, bis long arms, but not his 24 of flax at Downpatrick ; it is 14ib. of
1 gave him vo such leave; a:nd ‘hel’e;penlous, but she could trust herself to play fice. for his back was turned towards her. | ool 88 sold by tie growers, 151b. of wool
was surprise and resentment in Lady it. She knew that if ber uerve once failed, Caiting “'vay the burnt match, he bent 2% 80id by the woolstaplers to each other
Courthope’s tone. A long sileuce followed, | her doow was sealed, but the brase JoMRg I s (he thbike ‘and softly swept ‘the jewels | Lhere are scven measures to use to defiae an
while the maid moved softly to and fro, as- heart did not quail. Slowly and deliberately ' 1owards him. ‘Tuis was ber time. It would | n?;b A:";':g;;d Y‘e“m o g 10(31!;..
: > _ " ,or 12 bundred weighs of pork
b : il y . rising from o hut the work of two minutes for him o is Slbs. heavier at Boltust than at Cork. A
1ought the taﬂ:utn resamg-gouyn nm'i lv'esvet her seat, threw fresh _Iogs upon the fire, and | .4 her all together, and re'urn to her. She man might live by selling ccal at a less price
slippers, Liady Courthope suid kind y : *That | crossing the roow, laid ber brush upon the Luew that in those two minutes lay her only per ton than he paid for it at the pit mough.
will do; L can brush my own hair for this dressing-table. Some books were lying | chauce, the chance for which she had so A ton of eoal at the pit mouth yyries from
night. Now go aud sleep off your headache.’ there; she took up ove of them, turned |y, ,(d.' But she scemed spell-bound. That 22 cwt. to 28 cwt. of [201h. esch ; 4 ton to
The maid lingered a while, but at a second , the leaves carelessly, then throwing it down, {rigbhtl'ul wxomést when the steel bad tonched zﬁe;:oulehgléiei‘mme 20 cwt. of 1111b. each,
bidding she wihdrew, thankful to be re- exclaimed 1o s low tone : *T'oo tired to read, ber neck bad paralysed ber powers, and an H::::e,u ‘i’n V;:x(&»flzlb.wch)mrkko_g ey
leased.  Lady Courthope followed, to secure and yet uot tired 000%111 to sleep; I wish unspeakable horror was upon ber. Sbe Upited liingdmn by&;e l'nﬂl:m'o? fo-::-our‘:
the door ; theu returning, she drew au arm- “-“(’i "‘!!h‘d““ over.’ She yawned weatily ' irugyled with that horror ; she thought of |of miles, an Engiish mile being 217 yards
chair close to the fire, aed Ji.ez{mng b,_.ck in and watted a moment,as though mdoubt.ll'ex! her husband, of all to whom her life was shorter thfn a Seoteh mile, 480 yards shorter
it began to unfasten her siining braids of ﬂ'“I':‘e“zS l; B{ kthe bt.V- ‘h":“ 9':‘);"““"& precious, and with one inward prayer for ::‘,‘“ sa Lrich mile, and the geographical mile
bair.  With her fingers moving dreamily took a buach of keys from the table, an streogih, for courage, slipped noiselessly on ing unother megsure differing from alj
500 it Sentd Bir 2 his,lhree. Qur very sailors do not mean the

@ sl A ' e T hich stood beside tI lape. ; g’ .., |eame thing when they talk of fathows, On
her lovely face, she sat thinking of many With siver whic Bl °\,‘: (E::eep::fd bead was still beut; his fingers were atill lboutdlm“n-of-vlr i{numﬂfut.on board
¢ ¢ busy with the jewels, Baretooted, her eyes 5 merchaatman 54 feet, on board a fishing

busband who scemed yet closer to her beart | have betrayed that she bad seen that crouch- gy upon his figure, she stole on, softly | vessel & feet.~—Al the Year Round.,




