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A Basic Issue
ifting the wheat from the chaff
in this election campaign is a chore

must by this time be pretty well fed
up with those who are attempting
to do it for him. We shall make no
such endeavor here, only to point
out that on one issue of major im-
portance the leaders of the two
major parties are, despite their
many other differences, in substan-
tial agreement. This may have
escaped the veters’ attention, and
understandably so in view of the
din raised about other less impor-
tant matters.

Speaking at Kirkland Lake the
other day, Prime Minister Diefen-
baker warned that Canada could not
expand its social security programs
unless Canadians increased their ef-
forts at production and tightened
their belts. And at Walkerton, On-
tario, just a few days afterwards,
Mr. Lester Pearson told an audience
that increased social welfare bene-

fits would have to depend on the
restoration of strong economic
growth.

The rival leaders had much else
to say, of course, but this was the
hard core of their message. It coin-
cided singularly with what Mr. R.M.
Currie, CBE, of London, England,
president of the European Work
Study Federation, told a Maritime
Provinces Board of Trade meeting
at Moncton this week; namely, that
unless both Canadian industry and
labor ~ngage to a greater extent in
intensive programs designed to
promote higher productivity per
man-hours, this country was faced
with the prospect that before very
Jong her standard of living might
slip below that of Western Europe.

This boils down to the fact that
our new Government after the 18th,
of whatever party complexion it
may be, will face serious economic
problems, and will require the eo-
operation of all our people in hard
work and enterprise. It won't be
easy, regardless of what promises
are made to the contrary. Perhaps
as good a way as any of distin?
guishing a phoney promise from a
real one in the campaign is to meas-
ure it by this exacting standard.

Winning Over Malaria
It is encouraging to note, from a
World Health Organization (WHO)

centuries. The organization started
an all-out attack in 1955. Since then,
the number of people who annually
fall {ll from malaria has dropped
from an estimated 250 milion to 140
million. The number of malaria

fever, weakness and often fatal liv-

er ailments. It was known in biblical

times, and for thousands of years

people were helpless against it. It

1 wasn't until less than 90 years ‘go
that the main disease carrier was
discovered—the female anopheles
mosquito.

WHO officials believe that most of
the malaria zones in Latin America
and Asia will be cleared within 10

| years. It will take longer to clear
those in Africa. One of the biggest
problem areas is Communist China,
which is not a member of the organ-
ization and provides no information
on what it is doing to combat the
disease. A large percentage of the
Chinese refugees who recently fled
to Hong Kong reportedly had
malaria.

Pre-Election Jitters
That was fast footwork on the
part of the Diefenbaker Govern-
ment's opponents in blasting the
Soviet embassy’s criticism of the
Government for its alleged prepar-
ation of Canada for nuclear arma-
ment. The Prime Minister got his
retort in first, of course, calling it
“colossal effrontery”. But Mr. Pear-
son was right behind him in de-
nouncing it as “arrogant and
clumsy”; Mr. Douglas scored its
hypocrisy and Social Credit Leader
Thompson damned it as “interfer-
ence with a Canadian election.” For
once the boys were sounding off in
symphonie harmony.
Premier Karushchev can put that
in his cigar and smoke it. He should }

know that it's one thing for our
politicians to quarrel like cats and
dogs among themselves about our
nuclear arms policy—or lack of pol-
icy, as some of them keep calling 1t
—but they want no exhortations
from the sidelines.

It's blown over now; but Mr.
Pearson must have had a bad mo-
ment when he first saw that Red
embassy announcement. After all,
wasn't he the fellow whose stock
the Commies had boosted by oppos-
ing his appointment as successor
to Mr. Hammarskjold in the United
Nations? What did they mean by
singling out Dicf for a similar hon-
orary award? Mr. Douglas, too, on
whose party bandwagon the Reds
have been trying to climb in On-
tario, must lLave felt that he could
use this accolade to much better
advantage than his rivals.

Red criticism of any party or
party leader, especially on such an
issue as nuclear arms, is good for
votes in any part of this country,
and it didn't take the Government’s
opponents a split second to figure
that out. The bee-line they made for
the nearest microphone bespoke the
urgency of the case. This promising
Tory windfall had at all costs to be |
nipped in the bud!

That's a corny metaphor, but
we’ll let it stand. It's the corniest in- |
cident- that has come to our notice
in the whole campaign, and to de-
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COMMON MARKET WONDERLAND

HARD TIMES IN CHINA

Fresh Stocktaking

United Kingdom Information

There has been no siranger |
happening in recent times than
the sudden flow of refugees |
from Communist China into Hong
Kong. The flood began suddenly
towards the end of April. It
continued for a month, apparen-
tly with the connivance of the
local Chinese ~authorities: it
stopped just as suddenly about
the end of May.

The Peking Government
which is supposed to be e
master of China, either found it-
self powerless for a time to pre-
vent what was going on or, for
reasons of its own, chose to
turnablind eye toit. What
such reasons could be is a mys-
tery. For the refuzees to Hong
Kong inevitably came under the
eves of the world press, and
focused attention on China's dif-
ficulties

This is only one of the facts
which are not clear about these
Hong Kong refugees. Convulsive
movements of the rural popula-
tion are the classical accompan-
iment of famine in Asia but
most of the arrivals bore no tra-
ces on their bodies of the ra-
vages of hunger.

One explanation put forward
s that a part of the movement,
which is thought to be taking
place throughout the w hole of
China, has come not from the
country districts but from the
towns. China, faced by econom-
fe disaster, is demoblising its
urban economy.

This was made clear in the
resolutions passed at the re-
cent meetings of the National
People’s Congress, the nearest
thing in China to & national par-
lament. It was decreed that the
millions of peasants brought in-
to the towns three vears a g o
should be sent back to the vil. |

ditions. They are anxious to get
away while they have still the
strength to undertake a journey.

The news of the Chinese
food shortage has caused a fresh
catastrophic years of economic
calamity. These were attributed
to natural disasters — floods and
droughts especially. And it was
taken for granted that these
would passNatural calamity is
impermanent. Bad seasons are
followed by good.

This year however tne o'd
confidence has begun to
thin. As reports again circulate
of natural visitations — drought
in Hupeh in North China, floods
in_ Kiangsi — the question is
being asked whether these are
really a true cause. If the mal-
adies were natural, it is also na-
tural that they should thaw out
in time. If, on the contrary, they
are man-made, than they may
last as long as the regime.

LEAP FORWARD FOUNDERS

The hope of Communism was
that it seemed to offer a way to
overcome the problem of China's
low agricultural yield. China
was for a time

wear |

by the | Chinese

In The Far East

| prospect. The great leap forward |

| saemed for a moment possible—
was believed by many to have
actually happened.

It foundered on the fact that
| miracles could not be made to
| work. The output of agricultural

China remained meagre - the

same under the communes as

before they were invented. Over-

confidence and absurd miscal-

culation took place during the
first year of the working of the
system. Today the confidence
has been dispersed. Reality has
broken through. It has become
obvious that the commune has
no golden answer to China's pro-
blem.

Prolonged agricultural _crisis
in China has persuaded the
world that in China it is dealing
with Communism with a speci
kind of problem. China has
makeshift policies which come
from the perpetual wolf at its
agricultural door. China is Com-
‘munism which cannot get  off
the ground.l t is perpetually
dragged down, and its ambitious
flights are checked. This is the
real problem of accommodating
to Asia.
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the | and

| tong the heart will continue to
beat

How long can a person remain
in a state of coma? This depends
the cause but extends

who has remained in a coma for
years.

(Dr. Van Dellen will answer
questions on medical toples if
stamped, self-addressed enve- |
lope accompanies request.)

“THIN BLOOD'

T. 8. writes: 1 have heard
that people who live in the
south have thinner blood than
do northerners. 1 moved from
Minois to Florida last year and
the summe at  didn't
bother me a bit — in fact, was
more bearable than northern
summer weather. Do vou think
my blood thinned quickly while
driving down south”

| the fact that you tolarated the
summer heat has nothing to do
with the of the

Tough Task At Brussels

By Doug Marshall

task of working out

| the terms of entry for Britaln |
for British membership |

become clear.

British officials remain
vaguely optimistic. Their main
worry is the uncertainty of the
French attitude and General de

Gaulle's real motives.
Although the French view ap-
softened

pears to slightly
with. Wednesday's speech to the
assembly by Foreign

blood. The body acclimates it-
self to extremes in weather
within & few

DIABETES IS DIABETES

Mrs. G. writes: What is the
difference between diabetes in
the urine and diabetes in the

blood?
REPLY
None, In diabetes. sugar ac-
cumulates in the blood because
there is too little insulin. The
| excess is eliminated by the
kidneys. Tn other words, evi-
dence of diabetes can be found
in the urine and blood. Tt
the same discase, however.

REMOVAL OF PANCREAS
J. D. writes: Can a person
live without the pancreas?
REPLY

Yes, but the missing hormon-
and digestants must be re-
placed. This is difficult to do
and the mortality is high.
CAFFEINE AND ARTERIES
H. B. writes: Will drinking
tea or coffee cause the
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Meanwhile, it remains a very
tough world so I find nothing
terribly shocking, or even sur-
prising in the fact that much
of politics, not only on the hust~

ORGANIZING HATE
While the matter rarcly is
it

repeal
many British leaders, to quote
from The Spectator, that sue-
cess in politics can depend
upon the “systematic orzaniza-
tion of hatreds,” and the cir-
cumstance that *“people tend to
vote against rather than for”.

All of this might be highly
deplorable, if it didn't *.appen
that most of us, in the end,
come to approve, or at least
accept, the results.

So long as this coatinues to
be true, we're likely to keep
on having just such campaigns
as the one mow nearing 'ts
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how, so long as the people, the
voters. are given just a little
bit of light, they generally do a
fine .)_ab of “finding their own

No matter how imperfect
democracy may be, at s
present stage, I agree w
the declaration by Gov. Nei-
son Rockefeller, of New York,
that “to call (all) politics
ﬂny 5 to call damocracy

Even at this stage in the

essess, 1 11ke

cracy's procs
democracy just fine.
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