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Pensions And Politics

1t may be just a coincidence, but
the Pearson Government’s announce-
ment that it will go ahead with ?ts
contributory pensions plan despite
the apparent unwillingness of some
provinces to co-operate came just
on the heels of Liberal Leader John
Wintermeyer’s opening speech in
the Ontario provincial election cam-
paign. Mr. Wintermeyer chatrged
Premier Robarts with espousing the
policy of private companies who are
trying to “sabotage” the federal
scheme, and said that if Ontario
voters want it they would have to
vote Liberal on September 25.

The Ontario Liberal leader argu-
ed that the national plan could pro-
ceed without Quebec, but not with-
out both Ontario and Quebec. This
was one statement, we note, on
which Prime Minister Pearson had
no comment to make at his news
conference as reported yesterday.
Premier Lesage has asked that
Ottawa amend its program to enable
Quebec to “contract out”, and it is
hard to see how the plan could oper-
ate on a pay-as-you-go basis without
Quebec’s participation. Certainly it
would lead to a collision that would
dissipate the good feeling developed
out of the last federal-provincial
conference on the municipal loan
legislation.

It would be worse, of course, if
both the big central provinces in-
sisted on remaining aloof. Mr. Pear-
son says he hopes this will not hap-
pen, and Health Minister Judy La-
Marsh is confident it won't. But
what grounds have they for their
optimism? Ontario voters, at least,
will find it hard to dissociate this
matter from Mr. Wintermeyer’s
campaign appeal, which he made
the chief subject of his keynote
address.

Apart from politics, several of
the provincial premiers at the recent
conference expressd doubt about the
feasibility of a scheme in which no
effort will be made to build up a
large pension fund. They also point-
ed out that the money to be taken
from the employers and employees
would be money that is being
diverted in many cases from con-
tributions now being made into pri-
vate pension plans. These savings,
now with assets reported to be
around $4 billion, have been an im-
portant source of money for invest-
ment in Canadian securities.

But Miss LaMarsh has under-
taken to explain all about this when
the federal provincial conference of
welfare ministers meets at Ottawa
on September 9. We hope she can
do so satisfactorily, for there is
much in the federat scheme to be
commended—if only it can be made
to work. Keeping partisan fireworks
out of it as much as possible would
help.

Dr. Teller's Figures

Dr. Edward Teller, the nuclear
physicist who was the most out-
spoken critie of the nuclear test ban
agreement at the Senate committee
hearings at Washington, says he
has a program which would “pro-
tect” some 20 percent of Americans

$30,000 million but eoncedes that it
has an unknown price tag.

Human lives are worth saving at
almost any cost, of course. But grant-
ing that these expenditures prov-
ed as effective as Dr. Teller says
they would be in protecting Ameri-
can lives, what about the rest of us?
A nuclear war would be a global
war, in which every nation would
be involved. In the hell that would
be created who would want to sur-
vive? That is why it is essential to
insure that such a conflict does not
break out, and why the enthusiasm
of nuclear scientists for their brain-
children needs to be kept within
limits.

President Kennedy has been
quick to defend the nuclear test ban
treaty against the attacks of Dr.
Teller, notwithstanding the emin-
ence this scientist has attained in
his field. And it looks as though
the American people were solidly
behind him. Now that the experts
have been heard, debate on the
treaty is expected to begin in the
Senate early next month. The treaty
needs a two-to-one majority for ap-
proval, and the prediction is that it
will pass by a safe margin.

That will be the first step in
getting away from the nation’s need
of spending $50,000 million on the
prospect of keeping alive amid the
ruins of a devastated world.

Outmoded And Unfair

Why, except in a few isolated
cases, is Canada not engaged in any
long range educational planning at
the national level ? This question was
raised in a recent address by Di.
Z.S. Phimister, director of education
for Toronto; and, of course, the an-
swer goes back to the fact that un-
der the British North America Act
education has been left to the prov-
inces. Since so much is being said
about amending the constitution in
other ways, why aren’t we hearing
more about remedying this stultify-
ing anomaly?

Traditions are excellent things,
but not where they create privileged
classes in so vitally important a mat-
ter as education. Canada has 10 dif-
ferent departments of education,
with 10 different sets of standards.
Children in some provinces do not
have nearly as much educational op-
portunity as children in other prov-
inces. Even in Ontario, the wealth-
iest province, there is gross inequal-
ity of opportunity because of its
antiquated schoolboard system.

Like most educationists, Dr.
Phirister believes tnat education
should be a national responsibility.
Unfortunately, he doesn’t suggest
how the necessary constitutional re-
form is going to be effected. The
only way this can be done is by the
politicians getting together and
putting it through. The problem is
how to make them see that this is
a matter of grave national import-
ance, and that it is getting more
serious all the time. We are hoping
to see the subject debated when
Parliament resumes, but the chances
are that it wil be sidetracked once
again.

Meanwhile, as Dr. Phimister
points out, Canada and Switzerland
are the only two well-established na-
tions who do not consider that
education needs a national outlook.
With the mouriting demand for
more and better education at all
levels, it is surely time that we be-
gan to function as a nation in meet-
ing this challenge.

EDITORIAL NOTES

From Dundee, Scotland—of all
places—comes this report: “In the
fancy dress show at Carnoustie
Beach Hall, two local children parad-
ed as ‘Keeler and Profumo’. The
judges awarded them first prize.”
First prize for what?
@ T T

A British firm has now come up
with a “mechanical hand” for fruit
picking. It has a single-handed pis-
tol grip at one end of its tubular
shaft which enables a set of ingen-
iously designed fingers at the other
end to pluck fruits of any size by
closing in on them gently but firm-

TACKLING THE LEAK

OTTAWA REPORT by Patrick Nicholson

he sixty-four dollar ques-
tion” became well known on
television quiz contests some
years ago, and the phrase enter-
ed into our language with a
snide sense. It was unfortunate
that our federal government
picked exactly that figure for
the controversial charge which
it attemped to levy as an over-
flight charge, against foreign
airliners using our navigational
aids during non-stop flights
across Canada’s huge air traffic

Now, after three and a half
years embittered by internation-
al legal wrangles, the federal |
government has withdrawn this
seldom collected levy.

In the early days of transat-
lantic passenger fiying, nearly
every airliner landed at Gander
airport in Newfoundland. A fee
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GUARD AGAINST FAILURE
Sir;— In order to guard

against failure overtaking the
venture which Is being under-
taken in Montague, the farmers
will play an important roll. In
fact it will depend largely upon
their whole-hearted co-operation.
was in conversation with a
man recently, who has been a
successful farmer

be taken into consideration by
those who will undertake
grow the products which will be
required by the plant now under
construction at Montague.

has been reported that a
number of farmers have already
entered into contract with the
company, to supply the required
products. That is a good start,
and it is hoped that many more
witl sign up for next year, and
thus insure the success of this
major undertaking.

The man with whom the writ-
er was talking stressed the nec-
essity of producing products of
first class quality. He also

said, that ‘was the possib-
flity of urmen planting a larg-
er acreage n they could
properly care lor b\ Ihev do

ten  when they

bring thelr prodicts io the pl-nt
becau their ~poor qunmy
they wnuld be clastified
and 3rd class quality in d
1st. What would npuu then?
The chances are, the producer
would That is what
thought. This thing Is no good!
And T whl have nothing more to
do with it. If that would come to
pass, it would be most unlortun-
ate

Ot other | puint my  fend
stressed. It should be arranged
to have an expert agricul
or some qualified person to ad-
vise and instruct the farmers
who will engage in producing the
products required by the com-
pany as to the best methods to
Ul etder o focury
results, for this is a sort nl u
side line in which our farmers

:

questioning their ability to grow

Canada Withdrawslts Overflight Charge

was charged, to cover the use
of the airfield and attendant fa-
cilities, such as the control tow-
er, the meteorological services,
the navigational aids, and even
the use of the terminal building
by transient passengers.
fee helped to reimburse C
for providing those servic
Boeing stratocruiser, for exam-
ple, was assessed $208 for land-
ing at Gander. One of today's
larger jet airliners, the Boeing
707, would pay $389.

But the “big jets” today can
fly non-stop between US air-
fields and Europe. As they do
not need to land for refuelling or
servicing at Gander, they do not
pay the landing fee.

COSTLY SAFETY AIDS

Canadian air space extends
over adjoining oceans as well as
over our huge country. 1t 1s
costly to maintain the air safety
system covering such a
area. So that the heneficiaries
should pay part of this cost,
Canada imposed the “overflight
charge” with effect from Jan-
uary 1, 1960, and it was unhap-
pily fixed by some bureaucratic
joker at $64.

Several foreign airlines mld
this charge willingly; othe
pald It under protest. From these
the government has collected
about $1.5 mitlion. Double that
sum Is owned by foreign airlin-
es which refused to pay it. Two
of these, the U.S. Pan American
and the Duich K.E.M. airlines,
were sued for $736,068.

USA does not levy any com-
parable charge. Apart from Can-
ada, the only countries which do
50 are a few small countries
such as Syria and White China.
The Canadian charge was wide-

>Ea8

ly regarded in air transport cir-
cles as a dangerous precedent.
If Canada could charge an
overflying airliner $64, without
protest, then why shouldn’t some
small country strategically sited
hold the airlines of the world up
to ransome with an arbitrary
charge of perhaps $1,000

A careful study has revealed
that, as the government has an-
nounced, “there were serious
doubts that existing legislation
was adequate to support e
charge in its present form.” Can-
ada was on weak ground.

So the government has taken
the prudent and overdue course
of withdrawing the charge: it |

1 not be enforced against
those airlines which have fought
it: it will be refunded to those
which paid it. |

But Canadian air space covers
an important bridge in the
world’s most-travelled air route
—that crossing the Atlantic. The |
air safety facilities provided by |
Canada have contributed largely
to the magnificent record
that route, where in aH
years of scheduled
passenger has ever lost e tite
through crashing into the ocean.

iThe: Miniter of Transport,

George Mcllraith, has de-

i, legislation will be
submitted to parliament to legal-
ize some overflight
World airline officials accept the
Togic o t believe
that charges for all similar facil-
ities should be callecled and dis-

on a worldwide basis
-ccord(ng to a standard scale by
one of the international regula-

es.

Meanwhile the
hangs in the air.

$64 question

The Chinese Communist cam-
paign to rally all the eolored rac-
@5 of the world against the whit-
es is now out in the open.

1t was launched by one of the
very rare statements _directly
from se-tung on August 8.
A Sutfel pack of edilrial, spe-

broadea

ted
against the Negro Thi
Crime, he said, has Jaid bire the
link hetwoen reactionary policles
at home and ted S
“policies of .umnnn Ay
This could be considered
sightmarish businedy In the
moon, pessimlits
bl ter's Tong time made 4
most bitter forecasts of a -ln.
o cnlmd peoples Syeisst vhe
verywhere— of a great,
llobll hatred and mﬂmm by
the downtrodden against thelr
racist masters.
e don't believe W.
The ‘race problems of fhe
world are serious enough in all

r.-

consclence. we would not min-
imize them. But the great trend
em. Most of the

is :
whllc cnlonhl masters have

here is a n
e ‘i Western powers,
{rhich happen to be largely wits
of Peking are
ﬂm Sbout that. But 1t 1 1o keep
the Communist Chinese from
overrunaing their neighbors —
and then the neighbors beyond.
The greatest, fear of these peopl-
el is not directed against the
white European who has gone
but against the millennial Chin-
ese hordes that imposed Man-
darin rule in the past and now
seek a new excuse to press out-
ward again.
These neighbors are mueh
wiser now than even a decade
seen the Amer-

e Communists attack. They
wl].l not be fooled. As the United

tates encourages these mar
m]« of many nations

colors to develop their own inte-
nd defend their own inde-
pedence. the pretense of the
extreme racists will stand ex-
posed.

Sloppy Engli

A Montreal high nhool teact-

r, Miss Dorothy J. Kidd hi
facked the idea of country. wide

bilingualism. To have everyone
peak both French and

is an_admirable ideal but, is im-

sh Speaking

‘when one may "mnnu' a plln,
“chair” a meeting, ‘“host

flected in the use of the French
hnn-le here, even the strong-

Readers Make

Suggestions

By Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen

One of our readers shares
pet peeve of mine and we'll pass
it along for what it is worth.
“Don’t you think it would be a
good idea to include an article
now and then against the prac-
Ilce nl ‘blowing out candles on a

o e ot are dumeut to
change and this is one of the
Tost-unsanitary. Bacteria. from
the mouth are sprayed over the
cake, expecially by children,
who do not appreciate the prob-
lem. Most of the objections are
but certain diseases
could be spread in this way. In
addition. cake offers an excel-
lent place for micro-organisms
to multiply and the least we can
do is o throw out what is left
when the party is ove

The Towing sugges
tion comes from a New Rochelle
“I have had minor

mosuy calluses,
han 5. Three
years ago nm;.d hey disap-
peared when I stopped wearin;
the same pair of shoes two
days in a row. I have six_pairs
of inexpensive shoes, all the
same size, but of different

sytles.
This is good practice. Alter-
nating the footgear means th
T S o Sibiaciad ot the
same pressures or rubbed along
the same areas day after day.
In addition, the shoes have a
chance to dry out while not be-
ing worn.
kissing bug (Tritoma
protracta) is becoming a prob-
lem for many inhabitants of Ca-
lifornia. In Mariposa county
alone, more than 110 persons
have had one or more allergic
reactions. Dr. Norman Nichols
Dr. Thomas W. Green say
the bite is painless but itching

develops shortly thereafter, fol- |

lowed by hives, nausea,  vomit-
ing, or fainting. Swelling of the
eyes, tongue, and throat lead to
difficulty in swallowing, speak
ing, and breathing. The engorg-
ed bug usually is found in or
around the bed.

The injection of epinephrine
or a corticosteroid and the use
of an antihistamic product
bring prompt relief. Reactions
to the bite have been so severe,
some victims have moved out
of the foothills, Others are
clearing out the underbrush,
rubbish, and wood rat nests in

the vicinity of the house. In all |

probability, an extract will be
developed fo desensitize those
who are allergic to the proteins
of the Triatoma bu

HIGH FAT CONSUMPTION
. writes: Could consum-
ing a high fat diet over along
period lead to a disease such as
diabetes or something?
RE]

Obesity often precedes dia-
Detes in a person who is pre-
disposed fo the disease. But ov-
erweight is not the cause.
the other hand, a high fat diet
may increase the blood choles-
terol and encourage hardening
of the arteries.

NOTES BY

THE WAY

“Look here,” sald the employ. |
er to a prospective job appll- |
cant, “what did you mean by |
telling me you had five vears' |
experimee when you've never

job before?” “Well, said |
me bright young man, “you ad:
vertised for a man with imagin-
ation! — Galt Reporter.

A young man down Gaspe way
wrote his uncle in Montreal eq,
quiring about moving there,
“Can I live a Christian life in
Montreal on $15 a week?" e

wrote. Uncle replied: “Sure.
| That's the only thing you cdl
do."—Financial Post

Much as the United States |
would like to keep the Negro
civil rights struggle there
within the family, the issues
are too stark for outsiders to

ignore.

Broadly speaking the Wed
nesday march on Washington
is proving irresistible propa-
ganda_material for Communist
countries while European allies

of the in sympathetic
and occasionaly self-righteous
Judgment.

Communist China's messages
of support to U.S. Negro lead-
ers have been emphatically re-
buffed but it is much less easy
to reject the platitudes of phi-

Our Yesterdays

(From the Guardian Files)

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO
(August 30, 1938)

Rev. T. William Jones, MA,
DD, addressed a joint meeting
of GyroRotary Y's Men and
| Kinsman Clubs at Beach Grove |
| Inn last evening. Dr. Jones is |
| pastor of Calvary Church in

Montreal, and a member of the
| Gyro Club of that city.

SACKVILLE, N.B., Aug. 20—
(Special)— The Prince Edward
Island government purchased a
piece of land at the junction of |
the Sackville - Amherst highway |
and the Aulac - Tormentine
| road. This afternoon Hon. B.

Lepage, P.E.L government,
| M. Hunter, architect, Charlotte- |
| town and W.A.S. Melanson, Mon- |
cton, district engineer, visited |
the site.

TEN YEARS AGO
(August 30, 1953)
Randolph W. Manning, CA.,
resident partner in the Charlot-
| tetown office of H.R. Doane and
Co., wil attend the 5ist annual
meeting of the Canadian Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants
being held in Victoria, B.C. Sep-
tember 5-10.

Associated Country Women of
the World touring the Maritimes,
following their triennial confer
ence in_Toronfo, arri i
Prince Edward Island Saturday
aboard the S.S. Prince Edward
Island. They were met by the
executive and members of _the
P.EIL Institutes at Cape Tor-
mentine, before boarding the
ferry for a three-day visit here.

The Amerlccm Ordeol

Doug Marshall
Cansdian Press Staff Wi

losopher Bertrand Russell —
based as they are on ethical
r?lher than ideological princie
plet

In Britain, commentators
have been pnl‘ll(‘ularlv cautions,
The 1958 race ‘“riots” in Lop-
don’s seamy anﬁng Hill area.
although in fact ittle more than
juvenile rumbles — loom unea-
sily in the backsround of me

AL home aiid
abroad have had the problems
of black and white made pain.
fully clear to them in the last
20 years, tend to regard Bir.
mingham, Ala., and Birming.
ham, England, as potential twin
cities.

BRITONS KNOW UNEASINESS

Thus The Evening Standard,
summing up the general edito-
rial mood of Britich news
pers, comments:

“We in this country know
how uneasy their (the US.),
problem is of solution. This day
certainly marks one of the
;ren! climacterics of American-

mABn

This

sense of history in the.|

making, reinforced by unprecesss

ented reporting of the
revolution during the
turns Washington into
point of conversation
throughout Europe.

The cause has inspired Brit-
1sh cartoonists to produce a se-
ries of vivid and often brillia
comments on President Kenn
dy’s unenviable position. Ech-
oes of the U.S. Declaratfon
Independence

Negto

-
g
B

b
of
and Abraham
Lincoln's Gettyshurg oration re«

verberate in
umns

There is a feeling that the US.
1s on trial, that within the next
few days or weeks all it claims
to betieve in and represent to
a troubled world will be put to
the test.

Beyond this, European eorre-
spondents in Washington tinge
their objective reports with a
certain awe; the US. ordeal
willwill set a’ standard for basic
human rights everywhere.
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