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Red Skelton Denies Myth
All Clowns Sad At Heart

By BOB BARNES
HOLLYWOOD (AP) — Red
Skelton is all_the time being
pictured as a Pagliacci with an |
unbearable load of tragedy be- |
neath that funny puss. And, by
golly, he’s gitting' a widdle
tired of it.

“What is there to be sad |
about?"" he snorts. “S| e a
fellow who makes over $1,000,-
000 a year, does the work he
likes, has a great producer, a
uice child and beauhful wite at
home and is still sad.

“And T'll show you an idiot!”

Thus _self-primed, the lanky
redhead’s off and running.

“They have built up a myth
that clowns are sad, They're not

sad. They're sad at times, sure, | V'

er anybody else. But a clown
actually is portraying life and

| thusiasm both on stage and off. | He has written 700 short sto-
| Some who know him say Red |ries. “Every night before I go
‘st.mggles ngaIns! certain frus- to sleep I write the five most
trations and fear: most | interesting things that happened
people and falls well short of |to me that day.  also write five
|being the happiest man on | of the f\mnle!t things and five
\cmh They say he still feels | tragic things.”

eeply the loss of his son, Rich- | He has never fried fo sell his
\ur Who  died. of leukemia in | storles; in effect, he's. bulding
1958 | his au(obmgraphy he says.

But Red leads the merriment | Despite the many evidences
on many of his jokes, chokes | of his success, Red feels sincer-
with chuckles midway through. | ely he has a lot to learn.
| Now in his 1ith year on TV, | Unfulfilled ambitions? *Oh,
|the slapstick, drunk - imitating | many! There are so many
Skelton has not only maintained | things T want to do! T want to
a weekly show for a decade hut | serve a purpose, and I think
| this fall went to a full hour. | probably that purpose is to
|He makes movies, and amnual | make people laugh. T want to
e e e far sinee | Make them remember and think
His.. struggling medicine  show, lnbmu it later—not just for that
circus and vaudeville years. ' |moment” |
Most folks would ay Skelton,
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