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A NAP SPOILED
There's a time to rest and even
to sleep;

There's a time likewise a virgil to

keep,
—Barker the Sea.

Barker the Sea wasn't keeping
vigil. No, sir, he wasn't doing any-
thing of the kind. He was asleep.
That's what he was—asleep, He was
taking a nap. He was on his fa-
verite basking rock. To bask i8 to
lie comfortably in the sunshine
with nothing to do but to be lazy
and enjoy it. That is exactly what
Barker had been doing for some
time this bright November day. Of
course jolly, round, bright Mr, Sun
wasn't as warming as in summer,
but Barker dldn't mind that. He al-
ready had his winter tur coat and
under it another coat. This was a
thick coat of fat and he couldn’t
have had a warmer coat than that.
When Barker had hauled out on
that rock he was a contented a
Seal as ever swam the sea. Pulling
bcats out of water is called hauling
them out. So when Seals, who
spend most of their time in water,
do come out on shore or on rocks
cff shore, but with tops above wa-
fer, they are sald to haul them-
selves out. You see they have no
legs with which to walk or crawl
out of the water, only flippers. 8o
when they do flop their way out
on a rock, it looks much as if they
were pulling themselves out. 8o
Seals are said to haul out.
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A MATTER OF DISCARDING

The error made by West in the
following deal will be of “no great
interest to experts, or even to ad-
vanced players, but this same sort
of thing is very prevalent in “soci-
al” bridge circles.
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When he had hauled himself out
on that basking rock he had been
just tired enough.

Barker was contented because he
had a full stomach and nothing
to worry about just then, Nothing
in all the Great World is more im-
portant than a full stomach. If
there were no empty stomachs any-
where, there would be no wars.
Plenty and peace go hand in hand.
‘When he had hauled himself out
on that basking rock he had been
just tired enough. One needs to be
a little tired, not very tired, but
just a little tired, to fully enjoy
basking in the sun. The top of that
rock had been just a little above
the water when he had hauled out.
So doing this had not been too hard
work. Had he been a little later in
getting there it would not have
been so easy, for the tide was go-
ing out. The lower the tide the
harder to haul out, for the higher
the top of the rock above the water.
There would be no trouble getting
back in the water, Every Seal
kncws that it is easier to flop
back in than to haul out—much
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Barker had been lying there in
utter contentment a little while
feeling the sofest of Merr Little
Breezes ploying with his whiskers,
listening to the gentle lapping of
the water against the rocks, idly
watching Graywing the Gull also
basking farther out, but on the
water instead of on a rock. He clos-
ed his eyes just for a mcment, open-
ed them, closed them again, open-
ed them once more and then—went
to sleep. Barker was taking a nap
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card was the heart deuce, and his
second, the heart five.

Declarer had been worrying about
hew to handle the heart suit, but
now his problem was solved. It
was possible, he realized, that West
had let go two hearts from a hold-
ing that included the jack, but this
was certainly unlikely! So, since
South could not afford to make
a real test of the heart break, he
led a low heart from dummy and
confidently played his own ten. His

South might have guessed the
heart position even if he had not
been helped so beautifully by West's
discards, but he probably would
have played the king and queen
from his cwn hand on the fair
chance that the jack would drop or
that the suit would break 3-3. The
point is that West's discards were
inexcusable! Beyond doubt, West
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awake as if he had not been asleep
at all It is so with most of Mo-
ther Nature's.children. When they
awaken they do so instantly and
completely. They cannot afford to
be half awake and have to rub
their eyes as boys and girls so often
do. Danger may be close at hand
and they must be ready to do in-
stantly just the right thing to es-
cape.

So Barker's nap was spoiled, but
he was glad of it. Graywing and his

were {lying ‘about wildly just as ex-
cited folks sometimes dance about
wildly. They were above the water
just beyend the entrance to the
harbor. Barker looked that way.
what he saw made him very glad
his nap had been spoiled just when
it was, very glad indeed.

West cculd well afford to discard
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'M STILL DIZZY FROM BEIN'
ON THAT YACHT-ALL THE
NEIGHBORS THINK I'VE
BEEN IN DINTY'S ONCE TOO

HELLO-MR JIGGS -
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AND HAVE YOU TAKE
ME TO THE PARK
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HAVE A SWEET DISPOSITION --
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