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MISCELLANEOUS.

Snow Storm v THe OLoes Times.—
The year 1717 is memorable in the his-
tory of New England, on account of the
unusual quantity of snow which fell Feb-
ruary 20th and 24th of that year. In
those two storms the earth was covered
with snow from ten to fifteen feet. and
in some places twenty feet decp. Many
houses of one story were buried, and in
numerous cases paths were dug from
house 1o house under the snow drifts!
The visits were made by means of snow-
shocs, the wearers having first stepped
out of their chamber windows. One
gentleman. wishing to visit his “lady
love,” walked three miles with snow-
shoes, and entered her residence as he
left his own, namely, by the chamber
window. He was cordially received, as
he was the first person the family had
seen from abroad for a week! Cotton
Mather has left a manuscript account of
“this great snow,” and the many mar-

vels and prodigies attending it.

Lac.—Lac is the product of a very
small female insect, deposited round the
branches of certain eastern trees; or, ac-
cording to other authorities, it is the ex-
udation of gum from a puncture made in
the tree by the insect; and is manufac-
tured for two purposes;—as stick-lac,
lac, it became a red dye: as
in of which the best
sealing-wax is made, and is used also for
the manufucture of varnish.

The whole amount of lac-dye exported
from Culcutta, in one year, borders upon
four millions of pounds, and ihe quantity
of shell, stick, and cake lac, that is sent
from the same port in the same time, cx-
ceeds four millions of pounds.

Ax Amaztse Freax or Narture
There are now on exhibition at Rice'
Southern Museum, in St. Charles street,
a pair of twins females, which present a
physical conformation far more extraordi-
nary and interesting than that of the
celebrated Siamese Twins. They are the
offspring of a negro woman of North
Carolina, are between two and three
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about half way down the back, and the
spinal column of one, instead of proceed-
ing to the extremity of the sacrum, turns
up, as it were, becomes atiached to that
of the other—the bond of connexion be-
ing throughly cushioned with a dense
covering of muscular substance.

They are in_all respects two distinct
children, save in the peculiarity of their
junction. They enjoy locomotion, but as
may be divined, their mode of walking is
cr-bhlw. ndelmg along in a lateral direc-
tion. Thcy are seemingly healthy, cheer-
ful, and in good condition, and should
lhey survive, will offer a most instructive
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have ever beheld. They will ho deubt
be visited by thousands, and will b2
special objeet of . investigation to the
medical faculty.— \ew Orleans Bse.

Carrian Pusisement.—We learn from
the Providence Journal that the Rhode
Island Senate recently repealed, by a
decided vote, the act abolishing capital | |
punishment. We presume that, in the
judgement of these Senators, the Act,
with all that was claimed for it, did not
work well.

Interesting Ecverian Discoveny.—
teresting story comes from Egypt. | ™

the Frenchman, has at last suc-
discovering the long sought for
entrance into the Sphynx. The opening
leads into beautifal marble rooms, which
are supposed to be connected by subter-
ranean passages with similar chambers in
the adjacent pyramids. There is but
little travelling, so far, this ycar, in the
Land of the Pharaohs.

Uwsoereroonn Teveerara.—During
the cold weather experienced in P n
the latter part of December, and in the
beginning of the present year, the elec-
tro-magnelic telegraphs were much inter-

from snow and ice, wi
marine telegraph rendered unmlerruph:d
service. To avoid these difficulties, the
administration have determined to place
the wires between Paris and London,
under ground. The submarine line con-
tinues 1o work well.
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