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The Queen's Grace

The late John Buchan, Lord Tweeds-
muir, preferred the old form “The King's
Grace” to the more modern “His Majesty”
in connection with King George V. Even
more suitable is it to Queen Elizabeth, the
gracious sovereign lady of a Commonwealth
which is made up of diverse peoples living
in every climate who nevertheless feel a
bond of brotherhood. She is not even
Queen of some members of the Common-
wealth for the great family of which she
is head contains republics, so that even the
monarchial form of government is not es-
sential to the mystic bond.

What is essential is the gracious per-
sonality of the Head of the Commonwealth.
The deeply felt but indefinable community
that is the Commonwealth must have some
focal point which will epitomize a thousand
feclings and reasons and show the reality
of the family group.

In her message to her peoples and the
world on Christmas day, the first since hev
Coronation, the Queen must have raised the
hope in many breasts that an Elizabethan
age is indeed dawning. Mankind has too
long been weighed down by circumstances.
The time has come for the daring spirit
of man to challenge the wide seas of ignor-
ance and fear and inhumanity. If the world
does not respond to the challenge then the
spirit of chivalry is indeed dead. God save
the Queen!

Christmas On Monday

Tt may well be that in future Christmas
will always fall on a week-end. Next year
it will be on Saturday, in 1955 on Sunday
and thereafter, if the World Calendar is
adopted, Christmas will always be on a
Monday. The reason for January 1, 1956
being a probable date for calendar reform
being made effective is that at that time the
old and the new calendars will coincide.
There will be no shifting of dates or days
of the week involved.

This is a much simpler matter than the
last calendar reform. When Gregory XII1
reformed the calendar in 1582 it was neces-
sary to drop ten days in order to start the
new calendar in accord with the sun. When
_England finally got around to accepting the
reform the number of days which had to
be dropped had mounted to eleven.

Some of the reasons for correcting the
calendar are to make the several quarters
and half years of equal length, which they
are far from being at present. The 12
months will consist of identical quarters
and every month will have 26 weekdays
plus either four or five Sundays; the
months of the quarter will have 31, 30 and
30 days and the first day of each quarter
will be a Sunday.

The four quarters total 364 days so that
it is necessary to insert an extra day at
the end of the vear and a second extra day
at the end of the half-year in leap years to
maintain the correct relation with the sola:
vear. These, it is proposed, will be desig-
nated World Days and be treatecd as holi-
days. The calendar is perpetual and prob-
ably the most noticeable difference for
most people will be the doing away with
having a new calendar each year» By the
same token it means that it will no longer
be necessary to work out new lime-tables
each year.

Beria’s Execution

Those who have tears to shed over the
fate of Lavrenti Beria and his executed
colleagues in Soviet Russia are probably
few, if any; but the whole episode, staged
at a time when Christendom is celebrating
the most joyous festival of the ycar, strikes
a jarring note  that appears to have been

,‘purposely planned, just as were all the steps
in the farcical trials, the “phony confes-
sions, and the grim finale before the firing
squad at Moscow on Wednesday. Soviet
army leaders, it is said, never forgot the
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lesson of 1936 when Stalin used the secret:

police to purge the army. Now. in 1953,
Malenkov has used the army to purge the
secret police. Even the state prosecutor
was an army man. The dictator’s future
will now depend soley on the army’s con-
tinued allegiance to him. In the days of an-
cient Rome, the emperors retained power
by similar means, and paid the price in a
precarious tenure which frequently result-

But the Soviets have added a macabre
touch to the examples of history in
their methods of .obtaining “confessions”
which are now part of normal procedurs
in Communist courts. Defendants are not
brought to trial until these confessions
have been obtained by the prosecution. In
Beria's case, it is alleged that he was ‘“an
agent for thirty-four years with trans-
Caucasian anti-Soviet organizations,” one
of them associated with British intelligence.
Such an absurd accusation, if true, would
reflect anything but credit upon the effi-
ciency of the whole Soviet administration.
Stalin must have been a fool to have been
hoodwinked all these years by his own
right-hand man, to whom he gave power |
of life and death over millions of Soviet,
citizens and who used it—as every Russian
knows—to send many to exile or death.\

the question must

be among the next victims of the witch-
hunt for traitors. The army itself will have
to develop its own secret policz system,
with another Beria in the background fat-
ed perhaps to perish by the same means.

Where cunning and treachery are the
only props to power, purges and massacres
may be expected to follow each other at an
accelerated pace. If
to the future, it can safely be predicted
that the Soviet tyranny will collapse of its
own inherent rottenness. In the meantime,
however, its shadow stretches across one-

armed with all the latest devices of science
to pursue its sinister ends.

A Good Motto

“I count only the hours that are serene”
was the motto written over an old-sun
dial in Venice. It would hardly be prac-
tical as a rigid rule of life for of course
there are many things in the run of a
year which are anything but serene and
these, too, may contain some things which
are good. And yet there is a lesson in the
classical words which it would do us all
good to take to heart. We may not be able
to omit all fretful cares and worries from
the calenda® of our days, but at least we
can subordinate them to the things which
are joyous and inspiring. Smiles are worth
more than scowls any time and one bright
gentle moment Is better than a hundred
vexed ones. Fears are annoying things:
they do not need to be destructive things.
The more one ponders them the more
formidable they appear. The best way to
put a bad fear to rout is by dwelling on a
good hope.

1953 has had its share, perhaps more

has many fine things to its credit and per-
haps, on balance, the good has outweigh-
ed the evil. At any rate this is much
the better thought to take into the New
Year. Turning to the sunny side of things

a very good habit; like all good habits

has to be kept in constant repair or its
chief enemy—in this case, persistent gloom
—will wreck it.

EDITORIAL NO1ES

Boxing Day.
. L] .
Festival of St. Stephen.
L L] L]
first after

the Sunday

Tomorrow,

Christmas.

coming one of the more important fishery
centres of the Atlantic Provinces.
L * *

The decision of the United States to
continue its contribution, at least on =2
reduced scale, to the Atlantic vreather ship
service is to be welcomed. It 1s doubtful
if the service could have been -~arried on
without American participation.

“ - L]

The production picture in_ Britain Is
encouraging indeed. The British people
put up with austerity partly to permit the
replacement of worn-out capital equip-
ment and partly to contribute towards
world security. Their self denial is now
paying dividends.

It must seem remarkable to the older

should have become the leading Island sea
product in volume and third in value, be-
ing topped only by lobster (by a long way)
and by oysters. That, however, is only one
of many revolutionary changes taking place
in our fishing industry.
. .

James Stephens, Irish poet and novelist,
died this date 1950. Born in Dublin, he
was in sympathy with the. Irish national-
ists. His work combines realism with Cel-
tic myth and legend. His original fairy
stories, “The Crock of Gold”, were publish-
ed in 1912 and his collection of “Irish Fairy
Tales” in 1923. Some of his later works
were “The Charwoman’s Daughter”, “In

L

ed in their own murder by a rival military
favorite, W

the Land of Youth” and “Kings and the
Moon".
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It is ‘now more than a year
since Babette, the most beautiful
and charming kitten in the world,
was brought by kind friends to
our house. Shortly after her ar-
rival I wrote an article entitled
“Babette, Feline Philosopher”
Since then I have had periodical
requests for something in a sim-
ilar vein. I some mysterious man-
ner known only to the feline in-
telligentsia Babette herself was
quite aware of these requests. All
summer long she has been beg-

The Passing Scene

By Observer
ANNUAL REPORT ON BABEITI

the weighty
world. Her formal education

1

haps I shouldn't say this, but I

sampled the catnip, much to Bab.

ette's delight; somehow it didn't

seem to agree with me very well,

and this year she can have it all,
.« .o

Lest any reader should assumo
that Babette's life is all. fun, mis.
chief, and catnip, I nhasten to say
that she has many serious mom.
ents. She will sit for as long as
a half-hour at a time, ponderiny
questions of her
has

How many, the world will never know; butf
occur to the most un-!
thinking party adherent that he may well !

history is any guide |

fourth of the world's population, and it is:

than its share, of disquieting things but it,

Souris is well on the way towards be-

generation of fishermen that Irish Moss’

ant person,” meaning, of course,fa predilection for Existentialism
herself. as propounded by Sartre. This
About a month ago I promised[troubled me a bit for I couldn't

her a
Christmas,
while
good. It has been hard for her ut
times,
heart,
been a good cat. :
of claws on the antique
ture,
house at all hours
no jumping up on the china cab-
inets. She has eaten her porridge

been by no means neglected, and
I am glad to report that she
shows great promise. When she
came here she appeared to have

ging me to forget about political
and philosophical matters * long
enough, as she puts it, “to write
something about a really import-

quite see how any such abstruse
philosophy could be of the slight-
est benefit to a cat, or to any-
bady else for that matter. Then,
theéte was the possibility that
some day she might ask me ques-
tions about it and I was afrald—
in fact I was certain—that 1
wouldn't know the answers. That
would have gbeen very bad in-
deed, for when a cat really likes
you she gets the silly notion that

full column right . after
provided that mean-
she would resolve to be
mischief is in . her
must say she has
No sharpening
furni-;
around the|
of the night.

for
but I

no prowling

without complaining, drunk her|you know everything.
cod liver oil without making| In the last few months, much
faces, and behaved generally as{to my relief, she has been con-

T
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| The harpist spreads
! along the strings
| Caressing them to silence, and 80

THE AFTERTONE

her hands

'

mutes
l'rhe music that she wove, The oboe
| sings
' Among the ferny violins; the flutes
. With throstle sweetness flee the
! threat of drums
'Up the harmonic zenith, and f.henl
) fall
To be extinguished as the trumpet
comes
Out of the forest sounding a final

' call.

"All but the harp as through a

i single throat

Climb to a chord and cease, but I
can hear

Between the hands of silence, one
' faint note |
That still eluded them, pulsating
i clear
As in the dark a jewel may en-
| snare
One ray of light we did not know
was there.

—Robert Hillyer. |
|

g' Old Charlottetown
% -

I NAUFRAGE REBELLION

(And P. E. 1)

“We are happy that we can at
last announce the suppression of|
this long talked of rcbellion, the
fame of which may almost expect
to rival ip historical renown the

terminated in
three daring disturbers of the
public peace at the late assizes,
held at Georgetown. Our rnndcm:
will, no doubt, be prepared to
hear a most harrowing nccoun‘.}
of the hangings, drawings and
quarterings which generally si:-:
nalize the suppression of such!
civil convulsions in countries less'
happily situate than this—and wo;
had prepared several reams of)
pot paper, to print off in the
cheapest and most approved fm'm.|
the dying speeches of those whosnl
treasons, strategems and spoils have!
| so long disturbed the ulumbcrs:
of all the old maids and dowagers
within, and the absentee !
prietors without the bounds
the Island Prince Edward.
! must beg our readers,
to withhold their
llhis occasion, as
serious  occurred
the offenders

of
We
hnwcvm‘,’
sympathies mW
nothing  more
than three of

) (one a female)

Jail of Georgetown!"
—Royal Gazette, March 17, 1835,

Constituency
Boundaries

(Windsor Star)

A parliamentary committee, at
the request of Hon. C. G. Power, i3
to consider the whole question of
federal constituencies, to see if
some better method cannot be
found to determine their bound-
aries, At present redistributions are
: made by a committee of the Com-
mons, with all  the political im-
plications that course involves.

Often there are suggestions of
gerrymandering and, in the past,
there have been many reasons for
such suggestions. But the fault is
not entirely that of the party in
| power which has a majority on the
| redistribution committee, Very fre-
quently the final outcome is a re-
sult of agreements, tacit or other
wise, between politicians of the
various parties, Conservative mem-
bers, for instance, might agree to
certain changes if certain constitu-
encies in which they are primarily
interested are left alone.

Mr, Power’s point 18
that many eonstitmencies, normally
urban onmes, have a far larger pop-
ulatton than others, usually rural.
This is true, and it can mean that
two rural votes are worth as much
as three urban ones in the election
of a member. That, at first sight,
seems unfair.

There is another factor, however,

| ful

z.Notes By

The Way -

Overwork is the main thing that
causes that rundown {feeling, says
# noted doctor. The medical pro-
tession may be overdoing its bid
for popularity.

—Hamilton Spectator.

An Oklahoma auctioneer was
found unconscious in bed from gas.
Must have talked in his sleep.

—Hamilton Spectator

The promise that atomic power
is just around the corner will
mean much, if where the corner
is there is not just a big hole.
—Moose Jaw Times-Herald.

According to figures announced
by Britain's health minister the
cost of state medical insurance is
still sickening. — Hamilton Spec-
tator.

There is something profoundly
disillusioning about the recent
report of a court case in Stock-
holm, in which a Swedish count
was ordered to pay ahout $95 in
damages for his frisky behavior
at an exclusive fancy dress ball
The count was alleged to have ex-
ploded 50 gas-filled balloons with
his cigaret, thereby inflicting pain-
burns on 10 of his fellow-
aristocrats. Most Canadians have
always had the idea—instilled by
romantic novels and Hollywood

nified and formal affairs—minuets
and deep bows and all that sort
of thing. It is a shock to find
the lords and ladies exploding bal-
loons in each other's faces and
the party winding up in court.
Human beings seem to be dis-
tressingly alike, these days, wheth-

memorable sicge of Mnlprnuo. Itier one encounters them on Skid |
the conviction of Row or in Burke's Peerage.—Ed-|

monton Journal.

TPenelope Platypus has foxed the
experts. These platypi—or should
we say platypussies?—are, by any
reckoning, improbable creatures of
paradox. Unpredictable, too. Take
‘Penelope—who, with her mate,
Cecil, lives at the Bronx Zoo, Some
time ago Penelope dug herself a
tunnel in the ground, proceeded
to carry eucalyplus leaves into it

prise only a few square miles, while |

a rural one can
more “square miles.

comprise 50 or
An instance

in Eastern Ontario, which is 100
miles long and 80 miles wide, in-

cluding 49 different townships. It
for a! glamor
to adequately represent a
constituency of that size than a city |
he- | one which is fewer blocks in length
'ing sentenced to one month's jm- and width than Hastings-Frontenac |
prisonment each, in the common |i8 in miles. That is why rural rid-

ings, by common consent, have had

obviously is more difficult
member

fewer voters than urban ones.

(as though to build a nest or erib
for a young one), then disappear-
ed into the burrow for six days.
After that she began to emerge
every night with a voracious appe-
tite, only to hurry baek to what
(the experts said) must be her
young. There was great excite-
ment at the zoo, for it is almost
unheard of for

a platypus o
produce progeny in captivity. So
eventually they dug down and

found—nothing but Penelope. We
had our doubts right along.—
Christian Sclence Monitor.

It has been evident for many
|vears that if the Atlantic Provinces
|arc to become more prosperous
members of the Canadian family
of provinces there must be a much
greater degree of co-operation and
unity among them. The , popula-
tion of the Atlantic seaboard is not
sufficient to be an important
political unit. But in unity there
is strength. There have been dis-
cussions from time to time, but not
in the legislative halls of the prov-
inces, about political union of the

|

“Maritimes.”  Although desirable
from almost any point of view, it
is doubtful that such can be

achieved—at least not in the fore-
secable future. Therefore the only
effective alternative is co-operation
lin the development of the re-

} | movies—that social gatherings of Sources of the four provinces. It n
8 |the European nobility were dig-|for this purpose that the Atlantic

iPrnvinces Economic Council is pro-
:posed. When organized and funce
IUoning an effective organization of
ithat kind should be of inestimable
value to the four provinces.—Monc-
?!on Transcript.

It's the same everywhere. Many
of the old crafts and trades are
dying out because young people
are not troubling to learn how to
use them. There are fewer and
fewer spinning wheels in country
kitchens, and it's getting harder
to find a good blacksmith or
harness maker in some regions.
And even in the wild depths of
tropical Africa the village tom-
tom drums have grown old and
worn, and they are not being re-
placed. There are no young peo-
ple learning to beat them. We
must admit that sending messages
by drum beats through the jungles
is the most primitive means of
Imlkin;.: to the next village, but

pro- cited is that of Hastings-Frontenac, we are amused at how the Belgian

kCongo information centre in Lon-
| don explains the new trend: “let-
llz-rs sent by mail have more
than tom-tom messages.”
I ”_Saint John Telegraph Journal.

But this doesn't detract from the | By

merit of Mr. Power’s

contention |

redistribution should be in charge

of an independent tribunal
than a political committee.

rnthn{h For this Is the message that

ye

eard from the b that

of finishing school.
In fact she has
derfully good that more

about her. However, she assured
me the other day that she never
felt better in her life. “But.” she
added as an afterthought, “I wish
Christmas would hurry up and
come!” Just what she meant by
that T don't Rnow and she
wouldn't  elaborate on It. One
thing T have learned about cats
since Babette came is that they
don't elaborate on anything. They
like to keep you guessing and, f
you guess worngly, as I often do,
they laugh with glee.

Y
Let no one imagine that a cat
is incapable of laughter. That is
one of the gravest libels ever
published. The other night, for
instance, I was telling Babette
about something I read in a mag-
azine to the effect that, speaking

generally, dogs are more intelli-
gent than cats. “Whoever wrote
that,” she said, '"was either a

fool or a knave." Then she laugh-
ed so heartily that I wondered if
she had broken into the catnip
which we had put away for her
Christmas present.

Speaking of Christmas presents
we asked her a week or so ago
what she wanted this year. “Two
things especially,” she told us, “
mechanical mouse and a dollar's
worth of catnip all tied up in a
pretty ribbon.” I had been sec-
retly hoping that she would have
a mechanical mouse on her list
for she got one last year and we
all had a lot of fun with it, Per-

=

it she were a young lady just out centrating

| matters; right now she is wading
been so wpn- through
than|must be enjoying them for, just
once I have been a little worried|before her pre-Christmas sobriety
began, I came
act of tearing a leaf
public:

gave
proficiency in
blame her for that;
using a typewriter, man and bhoy,
for upwards
I haven't got beyond
ing stage.

her
own noble ancestry is unquestion-
ed but I can't see that that en-
ititles her to
ferent background
That
She
with any creature whose parents
were not
We are hoping that this antl-so-
cial trait will
course,
most two years old and it is time
she adopted herself to the social
! fashion.

swooped down on an office party
n
Wednesday, arresting the owner on
a charge of permitting drunken-
'ness and 13 other persons as found-
ins. Officers sald it was the start
of a stiff police crackdown to en-
force
liquor control board that drinking
parties in offices are illegal, even
at Christmas.

on less. provecalive

Plato's

Dialogues. She

her in the
out of Re-

upon

Book 6.
quite a
up the

1t s while
idea of

typing.

since sha
attaining
I don't
I have been
of forty years and
the peck-

little  disturbed about
un-Democratic manner. Her

I am a

treat cats of dif-
with disdain
is exactly what she does
won't even exchange meows
listed in Who's Wheo.
due
al-

wear off in

but Babette is now

TORONTO, (CP)—Toronto police

an auto-wrecking firm early

warnings by the Ontaria

PROFESSIONAL

CARDS

A. Walthen Gaudet,
LL.B.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete.
Phillips  3unilding
111 Grafton Street
Morey to Loan Collection

Chas. R. McQuaid
B.A.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR,
NOTARY, Ete.
Eastern Trust Building

CHARLOTTETOWN

“rederic A. Large, ©.C.
Barrister, Solicltor, Notary
Royal Bank of Canada Building
Charlottetown, P. E. L
Loans on City and Farm
Properties

MacPhee & Trainor
H. F. MarPHEE, B.A, QC.
£. SOMERLED TRAINOR, BA
barristers, Evwc.

" H. J. Mabon, R.O.

Optometrist

Montague, P. E L

Phone 892

Dr. W. R. Carson

CHIROPRACTOR

Palmer Graduate
CHARLOTTETOWN
Dial 6432 201 Prince St

M. Alban Farmer, Q.C.
B.A, LLB.
. Barrister and Solicitor
Bank of Commerce Building
Charlottetown
Money to Loan

Iwe should love one another.

POLICY-

throughout the Province

Peace and Prosperity in

Offices: CHARLOTTETOWN

.An urban constituency may coms-

| TO OUR MANY

Season’s Greetings and- best wishes for Happiness,

HYNDMAN & CO. LTD.

The Oldest Insurance Agency in Prince Edward Island

HOLDERS

and beyond, we extend the

the New Year,

« SUMMERSIDE « MONTAGUE

J. Elmer Blanchard,

B. A.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR,
NOTARY, Etec.
165 Queen St. Phone 4232

GILBERT A. GAUDET, B.A. LLB

Canadian Bank of Commerce Bld.

Gaudet & Haszard

Barristers and Solicitors
Money to Loan

Bell, Mathieson &

Foster
Barristers, Solicitors. Eto
R. R. BELL, Q.C.
G. R FOSTER, LL.B.
loans on City and Farm
Properties
150 Richmond Street
Charlottetown, P.E.L.

Matheson, Peake &

Nicholson
A. W. MATHYSON, Q.C.

A. H. PEAKE, B.A. LLB.
JOAN P. NICHOLSON, LL.B.
Barristers, Ete
Collections — Money Do Loan
175 Grafton Street

Palmer & Haslam

A. J. HASLAM, B.A, LLB
Barrister, Etc.
Bank of Nova Scotia Chambers
Clarlottetown, P. £. L
MONEY TO LOAN

Gordon E. MacMillan,
B.A., LL.B.,

BARRISTER, SOLIOITOR, Etc,
154 Prince St. Charlottetow:
DIAL 5228

J. A. McGuigan

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete
NOTARY. Ete

Currle Building

Byron J. Grant, O.D.
OI'TOMETRIST

126 Kent Street Phone SN
(Opposite Revere Hotel)

Allison M. Gillis, LL.B.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete.

ERMA P,

130 RI i St. = Charl wn
DY T Tl "
Eyes Examined, Glames Fitied | DFe A. L. Maclsaac
Corner Kent and Queen S.ll.m mnm'l;l:‘,,
Phone 9133—H: n A
ST ’ 0 GLORIA nm_l.nn_:igﬂ ol
179 Grafton St * Phone
Dr. K. A. MacEachern - o
DENTIST J. A, Carruthers, R.O.
Dental X-ray OPTOMETRIST
Aboyve Charlottetown Clinio 123 Kunt Street Phone 287
202 Queen St (Next to Simpson’s Agency)
McDONALD, CURRIE & CO.
C ED ACCOUNTANTS
treal, Quebee, Ottawa, Toronto, Saint John, Sherbrooke, Vancouver.
Kirkland Lake, Moncton, Hamilton, Charlottetown, Edmonton.
Currie Bldg., Charlottetown. Dial 873
H. R. DOANE & COMPANY
B CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
‘ 148 Great George St.. Charlottetown
Phone 6547 - 638 ! P 0. Box Wl

RANDOLPH W,
, MacPHERSON. CA.
Other offices at Halifax, Moncton, St

MANNING, CA.
KEVIN 3. McKENNA, CA
John's, Amherst, Dartmouth

Kentville, Liverpool, New Glasgow, Truro and Cormer Brook.

~




