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Lt Examner,

Charlottetown, Oct. 23, 1876,
i IMPENDING WAR.

Tue telegrams of the past fow i]:».\\
give alarming intelligence. A general
European war seems imminent. For some
time past the political outlook in Europe
has been most portentious. Now it p-
pears as it the sgorm were about to L. k
war that cootineat. Great Biitau is
preparing for a struggle which will t.x
her powers to the utmost; but which is
in all probability,inevitable. The Eoglish

(Government has directed the powerful

fleet, that lately rendezvoused at Besika

: '
Bay, to proceed to Constantinople; the
\

Corth Awmerican squadron has been orler

1

Id ttself ready to sailat & moment

tice Proops have been ordcred out,

and are already on their way to Egypt

1
and India. Lloyds have received instruc- g Sl badcome Sioth viowsions. Wa Bé ‘
tioas to' bave ships prepared for the 1 lieve she will do so once more.
cransport of troops whenever required. e PR PR
Iiven as we write, war may be dcclurml‘ NOT THE ISNUE.
between Great Britain and Russia, ' Waiv the Patrict. of all papers in the
The latter country, in its career of self- | o1q should, ut this _juncture, raise |
aggrandizement, is, for the second time | the tlum‘t'mn of Free Trade vs. Protec-
within a quarter of a century, coming in tion we are at a loss to understand. We |
contact with its great rival. Let us con- { h:\\\: a Free Trade Government. Itis|
sider what causes have produced a result | ¢yue that all the influence of the Admins
so much to be deplored. istration was brought to bear in the
To foment discontent and insurrection | election of Mr. Workman—an avowed

in the Turkish provinees, to throw ob-
stacles in the way of reform in the Gov
csnment of the Porte, and thus pave the
way to the disruption of the Ottoman
Empire, have long been the policy of the
The fival result sought
was, of course, the conquest of European
Turkey and its annexation to the domini-
ons of the Czar. This policy of foment~
ing internal dissensions, with a view to ;

Russian Court.

ultimate conquest, has already been suc- |
cessfully practiced by Russian statesmen.
She adopted the same course in dealing |
with the kingdom of Poland. In that |
unfortunate country the emissaries ot St.
Petersburg fostered and kept alive the
spirit of discontent between the nobles and
common people. They brought powerful

ere long throw down the gauntlet to Rus-

sia, even without English support.

It would not be the first, nor yet the |

second time, that Great Prit.in, singles
handed, has faced l':ururw it wrms. Read-
ers of history will remember her position
in 1 latter part if the last century,
Then her American colonies were in open
revolt.  France and Spain were waging
desperate warfare against her. The wrmed
veutrality of the North were deteriuined
on her destruction. The proplcts of cvil
toretold thut her end w.s come. He v'sa
hopeful man who then looked for victory
gainst such odds It seemc ! mr 1 ke
v struggle for existence than [or vicoory.
Yet she came through it all. Ste triumph-
ed over her foes. The most powerful of |
her opponents was humbled. True, she
lost her eolonies. But her foreign enemies
d reason to repent the suducity which
muted their atteck The odds were

| even greater then than now. The contest |

was long and desperate. But the brave

Protectionist. It is also true
(rovernment raised the tariff to seventeen
and a half per cent., and levied a heavy |
tax upon a large number of articles which, |
under Sir John A. Macdonald’s Admin- |
istration, were imported free of duty.
Still Mr. Mackenzie deelares his Govern—
ment a Free Trade Has
vot his Government killed a flourishing
tea trade and banished the sugar refining
business beyond the borders? Surely |
every merchant knows that it is the in
variable practice of the Mackepzie Admin-

Government.

istration to protect the wrong interest!
And, may it not, therefore, be termed a
Free Trade Government? Then why
should the Patriot (which, we presume,
has confidence in the Mackenzie Admin-

influences to bear oa the Polish National
Diet in order to prevent the introduction :
of needed reforms into that body. They

sueceeded in dividing the pation against |
itself. Then it could do no more than |
hopelessly struggle agaiust its dismember- |
ment. Those who now lift up their voices
in horror at the tales of. iuhuman atroci-
ties which have been perpetrated on the
Christians of Bulgaria, would do well to
remember the systematic and unparalleled
course of violence, outrage, and massacre
adopted by Russia,—carried out by Rus-
sian regular troops, towards the conquered
Poles. They would do well to ask them-
selves whether the Christian popnlation of
the Turkish provinces would giin any-
thing by being handed over to the tender
mercies of that semi-burbarous power |
which, nominally Christian itself, was |
guilty of such barbarities towards Poland. |
Unce Constantinople were in their hands, |
the great object of Muscovite ambition |
would have been gained ; the road to the |
East would have been secured. The |
command of the Black Sea would then |
als0 have been acquired—a command long |
coveted by the Russian Admiuistration. |
i'be attaivment of these two ends would |
bave the effect, in the first place, of almost ‘
shuttivg Great Britain out from her

Indisn Empire. Being thusisolated from |
the sovereign power, Hindostan, in the |
event of serious European complications |
in which England might be involved, |
would fall an easy prey to the Russian |
Io the second place, the command |
of the Black Sea would euwable the Rus-

sians, who are the greatest protcctinni.~t>|‘
in the world, to shut out foreign com. |
Were |
this policy to succeed, a terrible blow

would be struck at England’s commercial |
and political @§premacy. These are ends |
that Russia, notwithstanding her hypo-

critical expressions of amity towards

Great Britain, most ardeutly desires to

Once the power of Eogland

were crippled; there would be nothing to |
oppose Russian advances in the East.

arms.

werce frou the Black Sea ports.

accomplish.

To counteract the schemes of Russian
statesmen in this direction has become al-
most the traditionary policy of England.
For this purpose she has, for the last half
century, endeavoured to effect reforms in
Turkish Administration. In this, though
often thwarted by the insidious opposition
of Russia, she has met with a fair mea-
sure of success,

The persistence of the two nations in
their respective policies has caused the
state of affairs which our telegrams indi-
cate. It is impossible at this time to fore.
tell what the result of the threatened con-
test may be. Of this, however, we may
rest assured, that our mother country will
prove herself worthy of her ancient renown.
Were the struggle confined to the two
great powers we would have no fear of
the result. Though the Euglish and Irish
forces are inferior in number to their op«
pouevts, they yet possess that martia;
spirit which will not submit to defeat;
which has borne them on to so many vie.
tories, before which the Russian soldiery
hive never yet been able to hold ground.
Bat it seems probable that the struggle

will not be so confined. There appears a
strong probability that Germany will throw
in her weight with Russia, that Austria
may be forced to join the alliance, and
thiit Great Britain supported by Turkey
alone, will huve to encounter their united
Should France be drawu in, she
will likely join England. But even with
out aid, we believe, in the long run, that
our fatherland will prove more than a
match for her opponents. Moreover,

powers,

istration) attempt to scare our people

that thc;

| Vice

MARK TWAIY ON QUR CIVIL
SLRVICE.
Tue abominable practice which prevails

| here and in the United States, and which
| has been perpetuated by the Davies Ad-

wiuistration, is capitally hit off by Mark

Twauin. In the course of & recent politi- |
cal ‘pt‘\'t‘h he said :—

« Qur present civil system, born of General

J ckson and the Democratic parly, 1S S0
L owue, so l'UlI(l'[nllll[llv‘, £0 grolesque that 1t
would make the very savages of Dahomey |
v, and he very gods of solemnity laugh.

W wil t hire }1 blacksmith who never
ifted a s'»dge. We will not hire a school
teacher wuo does not know the ziphabel.
We will now bave a man about us in our
basiness Life, in any waik of it, low or high
less he has served an apprenticeship and
can prove that bo is capable of doing the
work he offers to do. We even require a
plumber to know something— luughter, and
pause by the speaker)—about his business,

| that be shall at least know what side ol a
pipe is the inside. (Roars of laughter.) But
¢« hen vou come 1o our civil service we se-

v lill great numbers of our minor public

s with ignoramuses. We pui the vis
boostuess of a ‘custom house into the hands of
a Nathead who does not know a bill ol lading
| from a transit of Venus—(laughter and a
pause)—never having heard of either of them
before. (laughter.) Under a Treasury ap-
| pointment we pour oceans of money and
accompanying staustics through the hands

and brain of an ignoraut villager who never
before could wrestle with a two weeks wash

bill without getting thrown. (Great laugh-
ilpr.) Under our consular system we find
| creatures all over the world who speak no
| language but their own, and even when il
| comes Lo .that go wading all their days
through floods of moods and tenses, and
flourishing the scalps of mutilated parts of
| speech. When forced to it we order home a
foreign ambassador who is frescoed all over
with—with—with indiscreetness—(laughter)
| but we immediately send one in his place
whose moral calling has a perceptible shady
tint to it, and then he brays whan we sup-

posed he was going to roar. We carefudy
train our naval oflicers and military men,
and we ripen and perfect their capabilities

through long service and experience, and
keep told of those excellent servants through
a just system of promotion. This is exactly
what we hope to do with our civil service
under Mr. Hayes. (Applause) We hope,

and expect to sever that service as utterly
from politics as in the naval and military
service, and we hope to make it as respect-
abl2 too. We hope to make worthand capa-
cily the sole requirements of the civil ser-
in place of the amount of party work
the candidate has dope.”

AN EXAMPLE.

Tux Patriot holds up the political con-
duct of the Hon. David Laird as ¢ an
example to the sons of Island farmers!”
We have nothing whatever to do with
Mr. Laird’s personal or private character.
It may be that Mr. Laird is just as per-

with the cry of Protection ?
the Mackenzie Government isin power
The
petty partial election of a member to re- |
present Queen’s County cannot effect the
question. Then why does the I’atr:'ot!
raise it ? It is all very well for Sir John |
A. Macdonald (who is out of power) to |

So long as |

there is no danger of Protection.

discuss the subject ; and fo have his laugh |
over Mr. Cartwright's bungled tariff, Tt/
may be well for us to remind the Patriot |

and the people of Queen’s County, tluti

only so late as last winter Sir John :\.{

| Macdonald declared in Parliament that he

was, and always had been, a Free Trader 5
on prineiple,—that, at the same time, he;
cited the o inion of the greatest Free |
Trader wh « ever lived— John Stuart Mill |

)

|

5 P \
tal protection was advisable—nay, was |

absolutely necessary to the prosperity of a |

—that, under certain conditions, inciden-

State,—that, at the same time, Sir John
A. Macdonald proved conclusively - that
just these conditions then existed in the |
Dominion. Buk, why should the ultra |
Free Trader editor of the Patriot and |
the admirer of the Mackenzie-Cauchon- |
Huotington Government fear Protection
—seeing that Muckenzie, Cauchon, and |
Huntington, flourish together at Ottawa ? |
Would vot the editor of the Putriot do|

fect as the Putriot represents him. But
his career as a politician is certainly one
which should not be imitated \by the
ambitious sons of our Island farmers. It
will be an evil day for the Dominion when
any considerzble number of our politicians
adopt the tacties of Mr. Laird.

Of such staff as Mr. Laird is composed
are traicors made. An imitator of Mr.
Laird, if elected to maintain Free Trade,
would support a policy of protection, and
for so doing would take a seat in the Gov-
ernment. If elected to oppose the build-
ing of the Pacific Railway, and Sir Hugh
Allan, he wowld go on with the Pacific
Railway, build the Georgian Bay branch,
Sir Hugh Allan to do it an ad-
vance on his original contract of one
thousamd-dellars per mile—¢ because Sir
John A. McDonald might do the same
thing.”
schools in

and hire

He would oppose sectarian free

if elected for the special purpose of maiu
taining the independence of his country,

he would steal off, under cover of the

night, to sell his country to the neighbour. |
| ing republic.

And at the last, without
cousulting his deceived constituents or
their interests, without a word of expla~

the Proviuces and he would sup- |
port sectagian free schools at Ottawa. Or |

| ; FURTHER PESTIMONY ..

PR
« M. P.’ and oursc!ves wer
few days Ago in showing thii
i he Vano
kenzie had abandoned t ; g v
| railway, not because of the defeat o

Sw
bill in the Senate, but becaus: of a conce
lled to make to

cedent of the

engaged a
t Mr. Mac-

! sion which he was compe
| Mr. Dlake @8 & con.s 11~ ‘
E member for South Bruce's entry m'lo tl{e
The newspaper publ»hed in this

ug all the dirty

| Cabinet.
{ city, which is faithfully dot :
| work of Ministers, charscterized our show-

ing as a ** contemptible fiction.” Well, let
The Halifax Morning Herald had

| us see.
been looking into the matter about the
| same time, afftl dame across the speech
which Mr. Blake delivered before his cons
stituents on-2d June, 1875, when as a Min-
ister, he went back for re-election. OUn
| that oceasion he snid, as reported in the
Liberal newspaper of the following day :—

« He would not touch upon a question
with respect to which he had not been en~

tirely in accord with the gentlemen who |

were conducting the sffiirs of the country.
He referred to the settlement attempted h.. be
made through the Earl of Carnarvon 'vnth
British Columbia, He had been of opinion
that that settlement was more onerous to this
country than ii was advantageous to agree

been entered upon which kad resulted in an
agrreement Npon a policy satisfactory to himself,
and whicl, when developed at the proper
time and place in Parliament, wou!d, he
believed, be satisfactory to the country.”

There can be nothing plainer than this.
| [t fully bears out all that was said by ** M.
P.”” and The Mail, Mr. Mackenzie deliber~
ately agreed to break the Carnarvon Terms
to which he was a consenting party, to se-

dependent position was making himself ex-~
ceedingly damaging to the Ministry.
ficient o od@vict the Premier of treachery

ister ot Justice supply ali that was wanting,

What, in the face of such a revelation as

this, we ask, will be thought of Mr. Mac-
kenzie in England ? In this matter if not
in others, Mr. Blake was cousistent; it is
a pretty cxpose to go befora Lord Carnarvon ;
itis a sorry addendum to the Governor«

ple of British Columbia, Baser treachery
could not well be conceived.— Toronto
Mail.

- - -

BRITISH TRADE UNION TLOUBLES.

Intelligent people who would like to see
Britain maintaining its pre~eminence as a
manufacturing nation must be disgusted at
reading the reports of the eternally recur«
ring Trades Union troublds, which have
already ioflicted such deadly injury on
various branches of British manufacturing
industry. The people, who coutrol the
action of the Uhnions seem either the most
ignorant or the most reckless of human
beings. They are either absolutely igno.
rant of the nature of the competition which
British manufacturing industry has to sus<
tain, and of the necessity to its very
existence that the cost of production
should be kept within moderate bounds,
or, more or less of all this, they are reck.
less of confidence in their short~sighted
selfishness. If these Unions would only
act reasonably, contented with a fair days
wages for a fair day’'s work, and wages
rising wh¥n business is prosperous and
| prices rule high, and sinking proportionally
when the demand is light and prices low;
and should they at the same time ahgw
freedom of movement to genius, invention,
skill and enterprise, Britain might long
| maintain its manufacturing supremacy.
| But they have done, are doirg, and Will do

more of thesé things., They have been
| copstantly playing into the hands of fors
eign manufactures against the best interests
of thgir own misguided members. And
as they have done, it is presumed they
will continue to do regardless of results ;

l

well if he justified Mr. Laird for reline | vation, without so much as saying ‘ by | various influences are at work to neutralize
‘ your leave,’”” he would r?:‘t{re upon a Gov- | Britain’s manufacturing advantages,but the

quishing his eeat in the Cubinet without |
stipulating that another Islander should
take his place? Is not the Hon. Duniel |
Davies as good a man as Mr. Cauchon or |
Mr. Mills?  Here is a “live issue”’ for |
the Patyiot. {
Cm—— - |

THE CONTESTANTS. {

Messes. WrLLiax WELsH AND JAMES |
C. PorE are likely to be the candidates |

for the representation of Queen’s County

in the House of Commons. Mr. Welsh is, |
we learn, the nominee of a ecaucus which
met in the Provincial Building, on Wed-
vesday last. He has not yet publicly sig-
nified his acceptance of the nomination.
Before doing sc he will probably consider
whether or not it is right to dJesert, so
soon,the constituents who only a few weeks

ago “ did themselves the honor of electing
him by an overwhelming majority.” We
thiok it is not right. We think the prac
tice of representatives who resign the trusts
committed te them by their constitueats
to take the first office which, in the muta~
tions of political lite, presents itself, or to
fill the first seat left vacant in a more hon-
orable assembly than theirs, is, decidedly,
awrong one. Itis a practice which en-
tails continual turmoil and great expense
upon the country. It is a practice which
involves a virtual breach of faith, on the
part of the representative who resigns with
the electors whose suffrages he has obtain-
ed. Every representative virtually con-
tracts with his coustituents to represent
their interests and the interests of the
Provioce at large, in the Legislature, until
the end of the term for which he was
elected ; and he is no more justified in
resigniog without the consent of those
who elected him, than the man who neg-
lects to build a bridge which he has en=
gaged to construct. Very tew indeed will
agree with the Patriot, that the example
of Mr. Laird is, in this respect, worthy
of imitation ; and we shall be sarprised
and disappointed if Mr. William Welsh
is Mr. Loio’s first imitator.

The name of thesHon. J. C. Pope has
been freely used in connection with the
vacant seat ever since Mr. Laird ascended
the gubernatorial Throne. The intere-¢s
of our agriculturists are already very well
represented by Mr. Peter Sinclair. It is
conceded that our merchants and traders
and the country in general cabnot be bet-

though of late years, the Turkish troops
have been somewhat despised ; they have,
during the present Servian war, proved
themselves to be war-like and well-diseip-
lined forces. As soldiers, they have shown
themselves far superior to their antagon-
ists, while their generals have, in military-
strategy, been much more than a match
for the Russian offieers who direct the
operatious of the Servian army. When
well equipped and supported by an Eng-
lish contingent, perhaps re-organized and
commanded by Fuoglish officers, they will
be able to offer no mean resistence to a
hostile advapce. The war-spirit, too, is
thoroughly aroused amongst the Turks
and it is not improbable that they will

» | settlements, assurances of the warm sup-

ter represeated than by Mr. Pope. Those
who lately opposed Mr. Pope on the School
| Question appeir to be well pleased that
| an opportunity has offered to place him in
' a position where he will be powerless to
| lnterfere in its settlement. They feel too
that they would be as foolish to reject the
| political services ot Mr. Pope because of
his views on the School Question, as the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church to
reject the suggestions of the Rev. G. M.
| Grant, because he thioks it advisable to
introduce the Ontario system. Mr. Pope
| is the chioice of the people, The indica
| tions ave that he will poll an almost solid
| vote in the city; and from West River,
| New Londou, Belfast and other populous

| ernorship and 37'990 ayear, This is the | most mischievous of them all is Trade

o S

course ansimitator of the example of Mr, | Unionism, and, so far as we can gather,
: - | : .

Laird would pursue. We want no such | that influence was never more active,never

imitators, |

|
- o

CANADIAN RAILWAYS. |

At a meeting held rbcvntly with the
President, Hon. Mr. Childers, in the
chair, a cable despatch says that the prow
ject of amalgamating with the Grand
Truvk was duly considered, the propo-
sition being finally rejected by an overs
whelming  majority.  The proposition
was that the Great Western should pay to
the Grand Trunk the sum of £25,000
sterling by way of rental for the use of
the whole of the latter’s line, west of To-
routo, including the Buffalo, Lake Huron,
the International Bridge, and St. Clair

severely condemned a series of what ke
termed discreditable acts of the Grand
Truvk Railway Company; the report
was finally passed unanimously. A second
cablegram says : Richard Potter, Esq.,
M. P., has resigned the presidency of the
Grand Trunk Railway, and Captain Tyler
has been appointed to succeed him. There
is an unusual stir in railway circles, Mr.
Potter’s sudden termination of his official
connection with the road being the sub-
Ject of a great deal of comment,

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Tue Patriot intimates that Mr. Me-
Kenzie has not adopted Sir John A. Me-
Donald’s scheme for the construction of
the Pacific Railway., The Patriot may
be right. We shall see. The Governor
General says:

““The fifty millions of land a
millions of money to be prov
ada uncer the bill (Sir Johw's bill: are
read Tenders, I imagine, will be
called for almost immediately.” Vide speech
at Victoria.

ud the thirty
ided by Can-

. -

HALIFAX AS A GRAIN PORT.

We are pleased to learn that after a
large amount of talk of the claims and ad-
vantages of Halifax as a grain port, some-
thing of a moré practical spirit bas been
manifested by a large house of that city,
Messrs T.& E.Kenny,who have determined
to ship a trial cargo thence at once. Sever-
al other Halifax merchants have besides
agreed to ship three cargoes on joint ae-
count. We hope the enterprise will be
entirely successful,

-t

TEMPERANCE.—On Saturday evening, Oct’
21st., ** Prince Edward” Division, No. 1, 8.
of T., was re-organized at the old Division
Room, Athensam building. The following
oﬂlce.m have been installed into their ree
speclive chairs for the present term -

W. P,. C.F. HARRIS,

W. A., JAMES MCcKIE,

R. 8., J. B. COOPER,

A. S.S.. THOMAS PICKARD,
F. S.. CHARLES MORRISON,
Treasr., J. W. MORRISON,
Chap. HON. JUDGE YOUNG,
Con., I. W, WADMAN,

A. Con., SILAS WADMAN,
I.S., THEO. L. CHAPLELLE,
0. 8., GEO. WIGGINTON,

P. W. P., BENJ. WILLIAMS.

This Division starts out anew with good

port of hiscandidature have been recefved.

-~

prospects.

ferries. Mr. Childers, in a Jong speech, |

more deleterious than at this moment.
Late cable-grams furnish information on
this subject.—S?. Join News.

- el B——
SOUTHERN INTIMIDATION,

ARREST OF PROMINENT INTIMIDATORS.

CorumBIa, Oct. 13 —Thirty-two persons
have been arrested in Aiken and vicinity, of
whom 26 have given bail. The charge
against all the parties arrested, is intimida-
tion of Jvoters by thpeatening them with
violence if they voted for the Republican
Presidental eleéctors and candidates for
Congress. There are over 100 more arrests
to be made in that section, and the district
attorney and United States marshal will re-
main there to consummate their work in
Barnswell, Edgfleld and Aiken counties.
GEN. SHERMAN IN CONSULTATION WITH SEC'Y

CAMERON.

WasninagToN, Oct. 13.—Gen. Sherman
who returned to Washington to-day, has
been very busy in the War Department at-
tending to the routine business accumulat-
ed during his absence.

He bad a consultation with Secretary
Cameron, and was visited by several pro-

who had also been in conference with the
Secretary of War upon the subject of the
existing condition of affairs in that State.
It does not appear that any representations
concerning the necessity for troops were
made, either to the Secretary or to General
Sherman, in addition to what heretofore
bave been presented for consideration, but
an urgent appeal 1s being made for station-
ing army officers throughout the State in
such a manner as will prevent all possibility
of disturbance of peace during the cam-
paign and coming election. The opinion
in the army circles here is that there is al-
ready a sufficient number of (roops station-
ed in South Carolina to pretect all citizens
in their rights. Is is probable however,that
the statements of the delegalion from that
State will be considered at the Cabinet
meeling Tuesday next, at which Attorney
Geueral Taft will be present. The views
of the Government at least up to this time,
have been that every necssary precaution
has been taken for the protection of voters
in sections of the Southern States where
responsible representations have been made
that their rights are in aanger.
e — X B—— .
A Case oF Bisawy.—Some time during

from P.E. Island and took up his residence
time he made the acquaintance of a young

ship, proposed, and was married to her.
Upon the conclusion of the ceremony the
happy pair remeved to Newcastie and set
up house keeping on their own account.
For a time alf-+‘ went merry as a marriage
bell,”” but pné“ﬁne morning the groom quiet.
ly took his departure for parts unknown,
leaving a number of deeolate creditors as
well as a sorroving bride to mourn his loss,
A few days after his disapgeannce a young
woman arrived from P. E.Island and claim-
ed him as her husband, but upon bearing
the story of number two she very wisely de.
eided to give'him up as a bad Job, and a
few days after left for her home in the Is-
land. Tlge unfortunate number two very
philosophically decided to depart for the

home of her parents, which is somewhere
down the coast.—Chatham Gleaner.

over Island | power
| superstition ?

to, and he was happy to be able to say that
previous to his aceepting office discussions had

cure the =accession to the Cabinet of a
member of the Party, who in an outside in-

If
the circumstantial evidence was not suf-

to a solemn bargain,*the words of his Min-

General's anxious eflort to mollify the peo-

minent Republicans from South Carolina ,

the past summer, & Norwegian came over
at Douglastown. In a very brief space of

woman in the place and after a short court~

115 BALANCE OF POWER.” |

L |

(From the Pall Mall Gazette. )

It is quite clear that the balance of

" Jeserves to

oes, and a few years ago

| onlit atit d
opinion tha ing the words

Mr. Otwny succeeded in gett ‘
| struck out of the pre:unhle to the Mutiny

| Act, which
| the necessity of preser alance
11 power as among the reasons for maintaining

A standing army.

ving the balance of

a dispassionate student of history ‘mlght
well come to the conclusion that the English
of the sixteenth century had some reason
to view the power of the House of Austria

3.l

Ll

with alarm.
| ed at universal empire, but our ancestors

can scarcely be blamed for having thought
[ otherwise. At the present day when Engs
| land is perhaps a hundred times more
powerful than she was under Elizabeth, we
should probably deem it necessary to ins
crease our naval and military estimates if
Alphonse XII were at once King of Spgin,
Portugal, the Two Scillies, Holland,Belgium
Burgundy, the whole continent of South
America, and Mexico, and if his uncle were

both, moreover, were absolute monarchs
and zealously engaged in burning Pro-
testants within their respective dominions;
if Russia and Prussia were fourth-rate
Powers ; and if the most formidable fleet of
iron-clads ever yet mustered were riding at
anchor in ihe Tagus, ready to convey an
expedition destined for the conquest of
England. Even after the destruction of
the invading armament both Conservatives
and Liberals would probably be unanimous
in thinking it desirable to favor any Eu-
ropean state which could act as a counter-
poise to the Austria.Spanish alliance.

The power of France in 1688 may not
have been relatively so great as that of
Spain in 1588, but it was assuredly sn'icient
to make every patriotic Englishman to
tremble for the future of his country. No
King or Commouwealth could vie with
Louis XIV in military or naval resources,
or what are emphatically termed the sinews
of war; while as if to prepare the world for
the idea of a French hegémony, the French
language had been generally adopted as
the international medium of communica~
tion, Holland was almost the one free
State left in Europe; the King of England
was a pensioner and a tributory of
his cousin; Germany and Italy were
hopelessly divided; Russia was still con-
sidered (and justly) without the pale of
civilization ; Spain was in a state of dry rot.
It is very true that before the death of
Louis the prospect had completely changed
but not from the action of a peace society,
or because the Court of Versallies had ac
quired more enlightened notions of self«
interest. Hard blows—Ramillies following
upon Blenheim, and Malphaquet upon
Oudenarde—had restored the equilibrum
of power which English statesmen then
held to be indispensible to the safety and
honor of England.

Coming down to a time within the mem-
mory of the prese:t generation, we find
that England had to deal with some more
stern facts, among which was the Empire of
Napoleon. The new Empire at one time
included France with the Rhine forits fron-
tier, the remainder of Holland and a large
slice of Germany, as far as the Elbe, with
Northern Italy, inclusive of the States of
the Church. All Germany, with the excep-
tion of a diminished Prussia formed a pro-
tectorate under the Emperor, one of whose
brothers was at the same time King of
Spain, another King of Westphalia, while
his brother~in-law was King of Naples.
For the first fifteen years of the present
century he would have been a bold man
who should have ventured to assert that
‘ the balance of power’ was not worth pre-
serving, or that England could safely afford
to let it take care of itzelf. From Pitt and
Fox and Burdett and Corbett, all would
agree that the ambition of Napoleon was
fraught with danger to the liberties of
Europe. Radicals only differed from Whigs,
and Whigs from Tories on a question of
degree, some statesmen being ready to go
to greater lengths than others in their ex-
ertions to curb the powers of the common
enemy.

Nor does there seem to be any reason to
suppose that thoughtful politicians, or, in-
deed, the English public at large in the
present day have really lost sight of the
idea implied in the expression thatit is
necessary to maintain the balance of power.
A phrase may be discarded, but the reality
it once clothed will not disappear to suit
the views of optimist philosophers. In truth
it is rather because the reality exists, te-
cause the wars of a hundred years and the
deliberations of statesmen have not been
absolutely without fruit, because something
very like a balance of power has at length
been established on the continent of Europe
that some people have begun to fancy that
we have no need of it, and could very well
do without it. It is said we never know
the value of anything till we have lost it,
and this is often eminently true of a politi~
cal advantage. It will be conceded that
no one of the six great powers could ven-
ture wantonly to attack another without
exposing itself to the greatest danger.
France is far from depending for her safety
on the forbearance of Germany. Still less
does Germany place her sole reliance on the
pacific intentions of France, Austria and
Italy, again, have reason to believe that
they would not be without allies under the
only circumstances which would be likely
to involve them in hostilities with their
neighbors., Eogland and Russia know each
other’s etrength. Any one power, however,
might have good reason to dread a conflict
againet a coalition of two of the others with
the three remaining ones standing neutral,
which is tantamount to saying that any
nation would find its security imperriled by
a disturbance of the balance of power. [taly
attacked by France and Austria, and unsup«
ported by the Allies, would be at the mercy
of the invaders. There is happily not the
remotest probability of such a consumma-
tion taking place, but that is because cer~
tain battles and treaties haye nicely adjus—
ted the interests of those who might other-
wise have been enemies. England has per-
haps less reason than any State in the world
to dread a coalition, so far as the security of
these islands from invasion is concerned 3
but she has weaker allies and countries de
pending oun her for protection, whom it
might be hard to defend if the balance of
power were as completely upset as it would
be by a combination, say of the two great
military empires against her.

To take a supposition, which is happily a
wild oue, it will be admitted we fancy, by
the most advanced Radical, that were Rus~
8is, on the conclusion of a victorious war
with Turkey, to propose the annexation of
the Sultan’s dominions, it would be neces-
sary for England to do something more than
speak very plainly., Again, we are bound
to maintain the integrity of Belgium, But
it may be asked, did we pledge ourselyes

| English nation bears especial love to a little

be regarded as a foolish | known for the tenacity with which they
Mr. Bright has long been of y cling to Ultramontane ideas ? Surely it is
| rather because we remember Napoleon ['s
| opinion, * that the power which possc:
| Antwerp would hold a loaded pistol ai the
till then was wont to enumerate |
| be sorry to see the Belgian line of sea-coast

p iI, may not have aims |

at the same time Emperor of Austria: if |

to this, or are we especially interested in
the redemption of our pledge, because the

State, the people of which are ehiefly

sed

head of England, aud because we should

in the hands of a possible rival of England,

And in a recent speech | po), g we may not consider thas the | country. He proceeds to say thag
| Mr. Lowe has echoed the views which were | acquisition of Belgium by the France of | Portion of the people of this
once considered the peculiar property of| 1576 would be fraught with cauger to us,
the Manchester school of politicians. Eogs| ¢ there are other powers besides France
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a pet bugbear; now it is Russia, once it Was | (7, 4o certain circumstances we should,
France, and in a former age Spain, and yeb | . ofore go to war with a purpose which

5 can scarcely be better explained than by
| saying it woald be to maintain the balance
| of power, or at all events the balance be~
| tween ourselves and other nations, A war
for the mere sake of maintaining some
| fancied symmetry of the map of Europe
would, no doubt, be worse than Quixotic;
but our statesmen, from Walpole to Palm-
erston, attached quite another meaning to
the famous phrase which is now falling into
desuetude, For them it signitied neither
more nor less than a jealous regard for the
interests of our country, and an anxiety lest
another power should become s0 strong as
to be above the necessity of paying any
attention to the wishes of the English
nation. And thereare signs that a Minister
of the Queen who should consider these
interests as more precious than the objects
of a vague humanitarianism, would be far
from losing the confidence of his country~
men.”’

“ -s—

OUR WASHINGTON LETTER.

Wasnigrox, D.C., Oct. 18, 1876.

“Quiet reigns in Warsaw.” After the
intense excitement caused by the Ohio and
Indiana elections 1t is surprising to see what
an air of quiet contentedness the city has
assumed. This quietness was disturbed for
a few hours early last evening by a fire
originating in the most thickly settled busi~
ness portion of the City. It has Jong been
held an axiom that in every event that oc-
curs from the most trivial to the most im-~
portant, a womanis at the bottom of it;
and now I think it equally true that for
every fire that occurs, coal oil may be held
accountable. Such was the case last night.
A clerk in the large wholesale and retail
grocery store of Mr. Baruch Hall, on 7th
sireet, near Penn Ave,, in aitempting to
draw some coal oil, inadvertently held his
lamp too near, and an explosion was the
consequence, setting fire to a large quantity
of bacon and threatening the distruction of
the centre square. Several casks of coal oil
were in the celiar, but happily the flames
did not reach them. The firemen were
promptly on the spot, and 1n an incredibly
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. Greeceis putting her army ona war foots
ing.
Russia proposes a national loan of three
hundred million rubles,

Warlike demonstrations by the populace
of Athens still continue,

short space of time the flumes were extin-
guished. Our Fire Department here has
the credit of being the best in the world,
I can't say how this may be, but their
promptness to be upon the ground at an

Patterson accompanied by a delegation had
an interview with the Secretary of War, yes-
terday, for the purpose of representing to
him the necessity of sending more troops
to South Carolina. Gen. Sherman return~
ed to the city this mormng, he is of the
opinion that no more troops are needed,
and seems to be averse to having U. S,
soldiers turned into policemen to be used
for party purposes,

Cameron with a view of urging a like neces-
sity in their State, but no steps will be
taken till the returnof the President. At the
session of the American institute of Archi-
tects in Philadelphia the day before yester~
day, Mr. Stone, of Providence, Rode Island,
introduced resolutions declaring the Nation-
al Monument at this place unworthy of the
architecture of the age, depreciating its
completion —and resolving in case of failure
of their efforts to eflect a stoppage of the
work-—to issue an address advising the
people of the United States to withold con-
tributions, The matter was referred to a
committee. Now, I don’t know Mr. Stone,
but I will venture to suggest that his reso-
lution stamps him a conceited ass, deeply
tinged with avariciousness, and vainly hop~
ing to offer some plan of his own for a
monument. Perhaps the design of the
Capitol and other public buildings here
may not suit his cultivated and fastiduous
taste, and he would like to have them pull~
ed down and something erected to suit his
ideas of propriety. The Washington Monu-
ment was designed by a man whose shoes
Mr. Stone was or is unworthy to unlatch,

and whose name will live when Mr. Stone

is forgotten. The present design as shown

by the model in the City Hall, has been

universally admired and has been carefully

inspected by architects of world wide ce~

lebrity, and received their highest encomi~

ums. As for Mr. Stone'’s threat of advis~

ing the people not to subscribe or donate
to the monument, it certainly does smack

off brazon presumption and overweening

effrontrey. In short, hanging is too good
for bim, he ought to be kicked. The course
of Virginia has been severally commented
upon,] and she is accused of lack of
patriotism in declining to take part in the
Centennial ; but Virginia is too true to her-
self and too mindful of her honor to under-
take anything that is not strictly high mind-
ed and honorable. The State is insolvent;
she cannot pay her creditors, and at the
very time when when she was called upon
to decide whether or not she would appro-
priate money for a representation in the
Exhibition, she was asking her creditors to
accept a compromise. Itis said Governor
Kemper might have appointed a State Day,
but with no Virginia buildings on the
grounds he would have had to borrow a
house in which to receive his friends. This
was never the style of Virginia. She sent
them a skeleton the fittest emblem of her
present unhappy condition. The three
Hundred and Eighiy-fourth Anniversary of
the discovery of the New World by Columa
bus was commemorated by the Americans
of lialian origin, yesterday by unveiling the
statue of the illustrious navigator, on the
Centennial grounds at Philadeiphia, on the
12th inst. The ceremony was attended
with appropriate exercises. Italian societies
from all the leading cities were represented.

SAXON,

It is probable that upon the whole there
are not so many crimes of violence in
France as in England. But cases crop up
occasionally in the courts of a pecularly
atrocious and heartless character. Of this
description is a murder case now before the
tribunals of Paris. The prisoner, an uns
mitigated scoundrel named Gervais, 46
years of age, is being tried for the murder
of his mistress. But this is but one of a
series of crimes. He lived in the outskirts
of Paris, at the Bois de Columbes, and sups
ported himself by engaging women as ser-
vantsin order to make them his mistresses,
and when he had equandred all their saye
ings he despatched them, He is tried for
the murder of one of three women. The
deceased was a toy maker, and possessed of
some property. He suffocated her by
tying a napkin round her head, and then
buried her in the cellar, stamping and pud~
dling the clay upon her. With the sale of
her effects he induced a pretty maiden
bineteen years of age, with tome money, to

marry him, and the honeymoon was sed
in the house where the corpse was inf:r'}od.

alarm of fire is almost magical. Senator

A Mississippi delegas
tion also had an interview with Secretary

The St. Petersburg National Bank has
stopped payment of its bills in gold.

The influx of Russian soldiers into Servia
is assuming most serious proportions,

England, Italy, and France have pros
nounced in favor of the five month's arm-
istice,
Suchir Pasha, one of the Turkish come
manders, has driven off the insurgents and
relieved Bilek,

The Indians at Standing Rock have
ed a treaty relinquishing the Rlack
country.

Great distress is prevalent in Deccan and
Southern Marhatt, in Indis, occasioned by
the failure of the crops.

The influx of Russian officers and troops
into Turkey increases, and is assuming a
more serious aepect than ever,

The last surviving native of Tasmania is
no more. She was a Queen, and her name
was Lidgiwidgi Tannaninni,

Rumors are current in Vienna of an al-
liance being on the point of conclusion
between Russia and Austria.

The plague has broken reseir tuo
Servian soldiers, owing, it is thought, to the
unseasonable heat of the weather,

The Iurks talk calmly of their determis
nation to fight Russia single handed. Rus.
sia is concentrating troops in the Caucasus,

Count Von Arnim'’s sentenoe will involye
the forfeiture of his title and the sequess
tration of his property.

Some Turkish creditors have made s
seizure of 205 Krupp guns that were being
shipped from Antwerp to Turkey.

The resignation of the Duke of Abercorn
of the position of Viceroy of Ireland is cons
firmed, the Duke of Marlborough succeeds
ing him.

Orders have been issued for the imme-
diate razing of all fortifications in the Basque
provinces that are not occupied by Spanish
troops.

Constantinople despatches report great
uneasiness there, and little hope of avert«
ing war. Popular feeling against Russia is
very bitter,

Servia and Montenegro have both rejects
ed the proposed armistice, and the Porte
has issued another scheme of reform,
chiefly legislative.

The Times correspondent at Belgrade
says the belief is general there that a
Eastern war is impending, and is likely to
commence almost immediately.

The London Times says the tone of the
Turkish note is most conciliatory, and cons
tains nothing at which Russia or any other
power could reasonably take offence,

Mr. Gladstone’s pamphlet on the Bulgars
ian atrocities reached a sale of 7,000 within
a few days of its publication, the gross res
ceipts from its sale being about $8, 750,

Germany's attitude is not understood by
the diplomats. Bismarck is supposed to
be biding his time with a view of llllﬁ?
if opportunfty offers, in the disruption
the Austrian Empire.

Berlin despatches say that Russia's objecs
tions to the Porte’s proposal are made in
such & manner as to indicate s desire for
negotiations on her part, and no fear need
be entertained from immediate collision,

The Toronto Mail has an article signed
M. H. charging that Mr. McKenzie abane
doned the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway
in order to secure Mr. Blake's enterance
into the Cabinet in May, 1875, Mr. Blake
:_ould enter the Cabinet on no other cons

ition,

Bl

The peculiar conduct of a fi'teen years
old girl of Meriden, Conn., is attracting
much attention from medical men. She
has been ill for some weeks from cerebro
spinal menigitis, but during the severest
spasms she astonishes her friends by ber
excellent singing of religious songs and her
eloquent prayers and exhortations. When
rational, however, she eannot sing, and has
no recollection of what she has done.

The St. John Freeman, Mr. Anglin's
paper, referring to Sir Jobn Macdonald's
references, at Simcoe, to the printing scads
dal, says ‘ we are sorry to see Sir John A.
Macdonald make mistakes and commit
blunders which must render it difficuit for
him to discharge effectively his duties 88
leaderof the Opposition.” That is not bad.
But would it not he as well for Mr. Anglis
to reserve his regrets for the Speaker who,
having become the recipient of special
favor from the Government, has made it
impossible that he can he regarded as others
wise than a subsidized partizan, and thus
made it most difficult for him to duehf:
effectively his duties as presiding officer
the House of Commons. R

The Toronto Telegram states that there i
some prospect of the Pacific scandal beiog
brought up in Parliament next m;
order to revive the smothered flame of G
virtue and to rouse the public lﬂ‘g
against Sir John. It is too late.
charm is broken. [he humbug is exposed:
The Reformers came into power ':.
threat of a parliamentary e e
the Pacific scandal : but they never do 90
to doit. They wers justly afraid to :
for a new investigation would have 3, the
in what was so much feared in 13‘7.."
bringing of Mr. Huntington on the § -
render himself infamous on his oWd 1873,
mony, He refused a summons i

He would not care to have one in 1870-




