although, doubtless, the passing of
the years has surrounded them with
a glory they did not in fact possess):
Tea, 25 cents a pound; coffee, 20
cents; men's suits and overcoats, $3;
children’s suits, 90 cents; a 5 piece
parlor suite, $36. The average wage
was similarly low—$1 a day.

Many of our own citizens will re-
call what the Christmases of the
early part of the century were like
here and wonder whether the
changes which the years have
wrought are all for the good. But,
whether for good or ill—or for both
good and ill—they were inevitable;
and the future will bring even more
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New Munroe Doctrine

It would seem that the United
to extend the

States is preparing
Munroe Doctrine to cover the whole
Middle East from Iran to Turkey.
When the plan has been approved
by Congress the Russians will be
told to “keep out” and a new pro-
gram of political, economic and mil-
itary assistance will be begun in the
area. An important basic difference
between this plan and the famous
doctrine which was proclaimed 133
vears ago is noted by the Montreal
Gazette. President Munroe warned
all foreigners that interference or
expansion of their holdings in this
hemisphere would not be tolerated
by the United States. Today the
United States is prepared to say that
interference in the Middle East will
be resisted, too, by force if neces-
gary. This area is not adjacent to
the United States but the reasons
for the policy are the same—the feel-
fng that any expansion of Russian
influence in the Middle East would
be a threat to American safety.
The Gazette suggests that this
announcement will be warmly wel-
gomed by Britain and France, as a
measure of approval of their own
actions in the area. But there is an-
other question involved. As the Globe
and Mail points out, it was, and still
is, not necessary for the U.S. to a~t
unilaterally in the Middle East.
There was all along, there still is,
an agency through which she can
act collectively—the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, formed in con-
/sequence of the United Nations’ in-
effectuality. Why has it, too, been
rejected by Washington? Why, just
days after a top level meeting aimed
at increasing NATO'S effectiveness
and enlarging its field of action, do
Messrs. Eisenhower and Dulles be-
have as though NATO didn't exist?
“The only conclusion one can
draw from the whole chain of
events,” says our Toronto contem-
porary, “is that the U.S. doesn’t want
collective action in the Middle East.
True, she demanded such action from
the U.N.; but she was also a major
party to the retreats and compro-
mises which turned the U.N.’s Middle
East intervention into a fiasco. True,
she reviled Britain and France for
going it alone in the Middle East;
hut this, it seems, was merely a pre-
lude to doing the same thing herself.
With what ends? For what motives?
Many answers will be given and
some of them will be most unkind.”

50 Years Ago

An interesting article entitled
“Yuletide in 1906" appeared in a re-
cent issue of the St. John's Daily
News. Those who think that green
Christmases came into fashion these
last few years should ponder this
item which was published in a news-
paper of that day: “To the disap-
pointment of all, old Father Christ-
mas gave us all a surprise box. King
Frost was summarily deposed. His
mantle of white disappeared from |
the hills and plains, the fields be- |
eame sodden, the rivulets swelled in
torrents, the ice on the ponds melted
and tropical rains gave a most un-
seasonable aspect.”

At that time St. John's had the
reputation of having, per head of
population, more liquor saloons and
bars than any other town or city on
the North American continent. But,
according to thi¢ article, only a few
“well-known local characters” gave
the police any trouble on Christmas
Eve. These were duly placed in the | i
“lock-up” where, the writer observes,

startling ones.

A Sad Case

The case of Christian George
Hanna is plain testimony to, the fool-
ish extremes to which the laws of
nations can go when they are in-
terpreted in a strictly legalistic sense.
This young man stowed away on a
Norweigian freighter in Beirut, Le-
banon, fifteen months ago. Since
then he has been kept aboard the
ship and forbidden to set foot on
land at any port of call, simply be-
cause he has no citizenship papers
from any country and is not sure
where he was born. This has been
going on, on one ship or another,
since he first stowed away at the
age of 15. He is now, for the third
time, in Vancouver aboard the Nor-
wegian freighter, and he must stay
aboard “until the ship sinks,” ac-
cording to the ship's officers. A
wandever over the seas, a man with-
out a country; that must be his por-
tion as long as he lives. He has no
criminal record, he is healthy and
intelligent; yet no country will take
him in because he cannot produce
a slip of paper.

If there is anything more ridicu-
lous than this, we've never heard of
it. Could not Canada, which is open-
ing its doors, and rightly so, to thou-
sands of refugees, find some way of
releasing this young man from red-
tape entanglement? It could not pos-
sibly do any harm, nor would it
cause the slightest friction in Can-
ada’s relations with other countries.
There is always a valid reason for
an act of charity; and surely this
would come under that heading,

EDITORIAL NOTES

The New Year's highway toll in
both Canada and the United States
was lower than that of the Christ-
mas holiday, but only because there
were fewer cars on the roads. There's
not much satisfaction to be gained
from that.

- L .

“People look to mathematics only
as a useful tool and not as a science
out of which great concepts have
been developed,” laments a profes-
sor. That is unfortunate, but isn't
almost everything prized chiefly for
its utilitarian value these days?

L Ll .

Two special trains, one from the
Atlantic Provinces and one from On-
tario, will carry over 500 Canadian
Scouts and leaders to the fourth
American national jamboree at Val-
ley Forge, Pennsylvania, next July.
It will be the largest contingent ever
sent to an American jamboree. The
Canadians will present typically Can-
adian camp fire programs during the
gathering of 50,000 Scouts.

- - L
A joint brief by the Agriculture
Department of the Atlantic Prov-
inces and the Maritime Federation

of Agriculture has been sent to the

Federal Minister of Agriculture, urg-

ing a readjustment of the freight
assistance payments on Western feed
grain in line with the recent rail
rate increases. It is hoped that this
request will receive the prompt at-
tention it deserves, not as a govern-
ment handout but as a matter of
equity and justice. .

If all of Premier Smallwood’s

predictions and hopes come true
Newfoundland is in for a good year

ndustrially. Iron production and

shipping at Wabash Lake and hydro-
electric development at Hamilton

Falls, both in Labrador; construction
“of a new pulp and paper mill at Bay
D’Espoir; copper production at Tilt
Cove and Bai Verte and several fish

nwnberm-y-thewnter,ﬂg processing plants in various parts of
mmu-m,m‘ the province. All but the Bay D’Es-
poir project are either already under

“I still remember that emphy-
teusis is not a disease, nor stilli-
cide is a crime.” wrote Stevenson,
admitting that he would not wil-
lingly part with such scraps of
scientific knowledge, but though
he was all his life exposed to doc-
tors I doubt if he would recognize
geriatrics., Starting harmlessly e-
nouzh as a useful word to cover
the medical study of the aging, it
has now reached the layman and
the patent medicine advertiser.

You, if you live long enough, will
become a geriatric, so shall I;
and, such is the genius of English
for improving on the meaning of
Greek words, already the impres-
sion grows that old age is both
a crime and a disease, ‘‘project-
ing'" its aches and pains, its loneli-
ness and its frustrations, and mak-
ing itself and all around it thor-
oughly miserable.

“Some do and some don't,”" as
a cautious-spoken Scotch garden-
er used to say about the life ex-
pectancy of transplanted trees.

Even the poets in their general-
izations on human life are not a-
greed on old age. Stevenson him-
self wrote of the Highlands where
the old plain men have rosy faces,
and in the title he borrowed from
Shakespeare he was careful to
keep the adjective: ‘‘Crabbed age
and youth, Cannot live together.”
NO MATCH FOR LEAR

But Shakespeare seems to have
come down rather heavily on the
side of youth. Adam, in As You
Like It, whose age was as a lusty
winter, frosty but kindly, is no
match for the agonies of Lear. The
spacious days of the first Eliza-
beth called for young men, not

On Growing 0ld

Elizabeth Henderson in the Winnipeg Free Press

many of whom could hope to be
old, and even the young seem to
have been haunted by Time's wing-
ed chariot:

Time . . . . which takes in trust,

Our hope, our joys, and all we

have,

And pays us but with age and

dust.

It was, however, George Peele
a contemporary of both Shakes-
peare and Raleigh, who left us
that most charming farewell to
arms, “‘His golden locks Time hath
to silver turned':

His helmet now shall make a hive

for bees,

And, lover's sonnets turned to

holy psalms,

A man-at-arms must now serve

on his knees . . . .
..... allow this aged man his
right,

To be your beadsman now that

was your knight.
Surely an old age
bright.
BRAVER NOWADAYS

Even Peele the Elizabethan lack-
ed the courage to hint that his
lady too might grow old, but we
are braver nowadays and few wom-
en can remain untouched by
Yeats’ ““When you are old and
gray, and full of sleep’':

How many loved your moments

of glad grace,

And loved your beauty with false

love or true,

But one man loved the pilgrim

soul in you,

And loved the sorrows of your

changing face.
It was another Irishman who went
the step farther: ‘‘As a white can-
dle in a holy place, So is the beauty

serene and

A SCOTSMAN’S AMERICAN LOG

This morning we felt strong to
pay our respects to the United
Nations in their airy bothy down
by the East River. The part of
the bothy which houses the Seare-
tariat looks exactly as we suppos-
ed it would look — a great rec-
tangular glass box stretching up
to the skies in a frightening num-
ber of lairs. Why, in New York,
of all cities, they should construct
buildings designed to catch every
last ray of the sun we don't know,
It is half past nine in the evening
as we write, the date is Decem-
ber 7. and the temperatire is in
the middle sixties. We have no
doubt, however, that the hig glass
box is sufficiently air-conditioned
to resists the sun's steamy caress
in the months of July and August.
The part o’ the building in which
the General Assembly and the Se-
curity Council meets iz dramatie-
ally imposing. You wander through
vast areas of hygiencially impreg-
nated space and go up and down
in spotless escalators, The whole
place is so beautifully structured
in a symbolical way that you feel
it as a shock when delegates make
boring, and untidy speeches- The
contrast between the architectural
paradise and the rhetorical wilders
ness if startling. If we had de-
signed a building in which repre-
sentatives of the nations were to
meet we should have stocked it
richly with symbols of human fal-
libility and frailty, such as escala-
tors which broke down and gaudy
panels illustrating the gullibility
of mankind. The only things which
look = disorderly, unpredictable,
and a little unsightly in this great
conglomeration of steel and glass
are the delegates themselves who
put the building to shame,
LESSON IN PRONUNCIATION

the information desk that we came
from Edinburgh, Scotland, she
asked us very seriously how you

pronounced Edinburgh and how
you lled it. She pr d
as most Americans do “Edin-

burgh”, and we were inclined to
let it go at that. But she,was a
conscientious and diligent informa-
tion officer. We gave her a little

in pronunciation and told
her that later on, when Scotland
was an independent nation and we
were the Scottish representative
at the UN, she would have mo
trouble. This struck the young

The Human Equation

By Wilfred Taylor of The Edinburgh Scotsman

delivered in French, Immediately
below us were the delegations from
Costa Rica and Albania. Since the
specch we heard was as horing
as most speeches delivered to peo-
ple gathered together from widely
assorted backgrounds for dimly

specified purposes, we soon lost in
terest, took off the earph and

of an aged face,” and on to the
hushed loveliness of the last ="~ -=-
“Her thoughts as still, as the wat-
ers under a ruined mill.”

This is not the place to discuss
Browning's philosophy in “Grow
old along with me”, nor to ques-
tion the implications in lines that
will be remembered while the lan-
guage lasts: “From the conlagion
of the world's slow stain he is se-
cure,” and, growing more poig-
nant from November to November,

They shall grow not old as we

that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them, nor

the years condemn,

Shelley wrote as one, in Keats’
own words, to whom the miseries
of the world were miseries that
would not let him rest; in Laur-
ence Binyon it is Grief that speaks,
and one does not argue with grief.

Elder statesmen, senior citizens,
geriatrics. Rationalized, classilied,
and pigeon-holed. And all the while
only individual men and women
like the rest of us. With a back-
ward glance at the gardener, let
Chesterton sum up for the defence:

The pale leaf falls in pallor, but

the green leaf turns to gold,

And those who have found it good

to be young.

Will find it good to be old.

have them reproduced while they
wait.

But even the great and mighty
“Times" of New York has its prob-
lems. All the editorial corridors
were stacked with rolls of news-
print, We asked our cicernone why
the rolls were dumped in the cor-
ridors. He explained that a news-
paper strike might break out at
any moment and that the “Times'*
would not be caught napping. We
should have felt a little more com-
fortable if we had seen some simi-
lar symbol of emergency stacked
in the shining corridors of the U.N,
O. building. It is a crazy world
and you must be ready to face
the worst.

The Age Old Story

But the word of the Lord endur-
eth forever. And this is the word
which by the gospel is preached
unto you,

looked around. The delegates
were constantly coming and going,
occasionally pausing to greet one
another with hearty handshakes,
and giving the general impression

that anything important was hap- |

pening somewhere else: From
times to time a vote was taken
and we noted that the delegate
from Byelorussia was

eagerly |

and constantly voting against the |

tide,

SOPHISTICATED SCHOOLGIRLS
After an hour or so of edifica-

tion and instruction we started to

find our way out of the building. |

After dodging past various restric-
ted zones we found ourself out on
the street and meetings hordes of

schoolgirls heading towards en- |

lightenment. American schoolgirls,
in their sloppy Joe sweaters and
bobby socks, tend to look much
more sophisticated and worldly
wise than the U.N.O. delegates.
You catch yourself thinking that
they are far too clever to learn
anything from observing the de-
baies of the assembled nations.
We must have chosen a dull day

to fill ourself in on the subject of |

concord among the peoples of the
world The fact is that we found

the office of the New York Times |

a much more stimulating tribute
to the spirit of human inquiry than
the U.N.O. buildings. We had a
quick look round® the New York
Times and it impressed us im-

When we told the young lady at ' mensely.

The “Times” is not so much a
newspaper as a unique American
institution. Is it the paper of the
record and carries everything
which it considers fit' to print in-
cluding a lot of material which
strikes l;” as mm:‘ and unim-
portant, paper has an enor-
mous editorial staff and when you
are taken round the building you
begin to think that journalism is
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the discus-
sion by correspondents of question of
interest. The Guardian does not neces-
sarily endorse the opinion of corres-
pondents,

RECALLED AS TEACHER .. |

Sir, —Canadians are mourning
the death of Mr. Lionel Avard
Forsyth, President of Dominion
Steel and Coal Corporation. He
was the undersigned’'s school
teacher when he entered for his
first term at the Collegiate School,
subsidiary of Kings's College then
at Windsor, N.S. in September,
1909. T may say I found him a kind
and interested teacher in the class
room and on the field of sports.
Mr. Forsyth’s memory will long
be cherished by all who knew him.

I am, Sir, etc,,

KENNETH BRUCE STEWAR?T

Bedeque, P.E.I.

BABY FOR MARILYN? .

NEW YORK (AP) — Marilyn
Monroe and her husband, play-
wright Arthur Miller, left Thurs-
day for a two-week vacation in
Jamaica but would make ‘“no
comment”’ on whetner they expect
a child.

158,183 REFUGEES
VIENNA (AP)—A total of 158,
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Medically
Speaking

By Herman N. Bundesen, M. D.

WAHT ARE THE CHANCES

FOR A MULTIPLE BIRTH?

What are your chances of giv-
ing birth to twins or triplets?

Statistics say that twins occur
once in every 87 births. Triplets
are born one in every 10,000.

But that doesn't tell the whole
story. Age, race and parity ap-
parently play an important part
in  determining your particular
chances of having more than one
child at a time.

Older women seem to have a
better chance for giving birth to
twins than do younger girls. In
the 35 to 39 age bracket the twin-
ning incidence is about 17 for ev-
ery -1,000 births.

For women under 20 it is only
6 per 1000 births. A few years
back, a 12-year-old Kentucky girl
gave birth to twijns.

Multiple births occur more of-
ten among negroes than any other
race.

BETTER CHANCE

Women who already have had
children seem to have a better
chance of giving birth to twins,
triplets or four of a kind than does
a woman who has been previous-
ly childless.

Once a set of twins has been

born, it sometimes sets a pattern
for that mother’s future births. At
leadt two women each had two sets
of twins 1ast year.
* In February, A Rochester, New
York, mother gave birth to her
second pair of twins in ten months,
The following May, a Jefferson-
ville, Indiana, woman had her
second set in eleven months.

While taking a little more time,
a Quebec mother has really set a
mark to shoot at. She has had six
sets of twins in eight years!

There have been several cases
in which twins have been born sev-
eral weeks and even months apart.

COMBINED WEIGHT

The heaviest set of twins born
in this country, as far as 1 know,
is a combined weight of 22 pounds.
These twins were bora in Louis-
ville, Illinois, in 1941.

The world's record was set by
English twins whose birth weight
totaled 35% pounds. One weighed
17'%2 pounds, the other 18 pounds.

The greatest number of bavies
ever delivered at one time is six,
Although there have been secveral
cases of sextuplets, none has lived
more than 24 hours.

Mrs. W. 8. : T am developing a
patchy baldness on my head. Will
my hair ever re-grow?

Answer: It is possible that you
are suffering from a type of bald-
ness knows as -alopecal areata.
Many times the hair grows back by
itself in this type of disease. You
should consult a skin specialist
for treatment.

MAXIMS ~

To deal effectively with evil in
any realm, physical, moral, pers-
onal, social or political, the axe
must be laid go the root of the tree,

L8

NOTES BY THE WAY

102 says his long life
igarettes, He cut them
.D.F, in Ottawa Citizen.

an hn jumped on
a car at Bonn and
without, however, set-
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We are terribly hurt at teacher’s
marks on our son's homework.
We wrote it for him.—Brandon'
Sun,

Policeman to driver of a long,
long new car: “Look, lady, if you
can’t park it all, park as much of
it as you can.”—Stratford Beacon-
Herald.

b
A Russian soldier asked a Swed-
ish newspaperman beside a Hun-
garian river: “Is this the Suez
Canal?” Perhaps a hint of where
he thought he was going.—Ottawa
Journal

And. mow: we. are told. that
jurors fail to convict people of
manslaughter charges in traffic
deaths because of the jurors look
at the prisoner and think, “There
but for the grace of God go L"
But shouldn't the evidence
count?

—St. Catherines Standard.

e

STORM MOODS

The city meets the suddenness of
storm

With the impervious boast of stone
and steel,

Thunder and tempest powerless to
transform,

A million lights from
mercantile

Blaze in defiance. Through the
darkened hours,

The busy world roars on its usual
way

ramparts

ers,
Unhearing that the elements hold

sway:

But one awakens to a storm at
night

To find the city part of nature’s
being;

The towers are mountains, fired
by shafts of light,
Reverberant with echoes, oversee-

ing
The full cascades of rain. One
climbs the steep,
The well-remembered path to quiet
sleep.
—Catherine Haydon Jacobs.
in the Christian Science Monitor,

Protected by a camouflage of tow-

It has been sald that some
motorists these days can't tel]
whether a car in the distance is
coming or . And yery ofien
its driver couldn't give much of a
clue either.—Hamilton Spectator.

There are virtually ne approp-
riate public hospital facilities in
Canada for the treatment of
emotionally disturbed children,
The Ontario government deserves
credit for taking the first step
toward remedying this lack- It
intends to establish an institute
of child psychiatry which will be
the first of its kind in the Dom.
inion.—Toronto Star,

We will have to sympathize
with the *‘old sweats,"” who will
sigh, “Here we go again,” at the
news that the new German army
is going back into jackboots and
Nazi-styled uniforms, Clothes may
or may not make the man. Byt
there are a lot of uncomfortable
memories associated with jack.
boots, Hitler tunics, goose-stepping
and high-peaked caps.—London
Free Press

A convention which, in many
respects, put the GOP and Dem-
ocrats to shame was held down
in Britt, Towa, It was the annual
get-together of the Hoboes of Am-
erica the happy-go-lucky boys of
both the U.S. and Canada who
ride the rails.- But they are getting
fussy — they want cushions for
box cars, if you please, and bigger
and better hand-outs of mulligan
stews, Delegates promised ‘‘not to
sail at any time with more than
three sheets in the wind."—Leth-
bridge Herald.

NOTED SCIENTIST

Sir James Ross in 1831 was the
first to compute the position of
the magnetic pole in Canada’s
Arctic,

How You Can Think

Faster

Ever forget a friend’s name just
as you introduce him? Freeze up
in a discussion, even though you
know the facts? Take minutes,
even hours, making a simple de-
cision?

January Reader’s Digest tells
you what psychologists have learn-
ed about these strange ‘‘mental
short ci " that im¢
paralyze your mind; shows you how
to overcome them — how to im-
prove your memory and think
faster. Get your January Reader’s
Digest today: 33 articles of lasting
interest including the best from
current books and magazines, con-
d d to save your time.

OUR YESTERDAYS

From The Guardian Files

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(January 4, 1932)

The splendid quality of P.E.I.
potatoes and the high reputation
which Island tubers have estaby
lished in the Cuban market, were
referred to by Dr. Manuel Piedra
de la Conchas, a leading lawyer
of Havana, and Mr, Antonio Bac-
ardi, also of Cuba, while on a re-
cent visit to P.E.I.

Fire destroyed the residence of
Mr. J. Garfield Ross, Roseberry,
Saturday morning about 1030 a,
m. when flames were seen com-
ing from the ceiling of the sit-
ting room. Mrs. Ross and one of
the children were the only occu-
pants of the house. Through the
aid of the neighbors most of the
furniture was saved.

TEN YEARS AGO
(January 4, 1947)
Lt.-Col. D. A, MacKinnon and
Mr. J. W. Boulter, president and
of the Charlottetown Driving Park
and Provincial Exhibition Associ-
ation, have sold their shares in the
Company to a group of twelve
business men, horse and cattle
breeders, harness horsemen and

professional men,

The well-known Island packing
and processing plant of Davis and
Fraser has been purchased by Can-
ada Packers Ltd., it was official-
ly learned yesterday, Plans of the
new owners are not definitely
known at present but it is under-
stood construction of further addi-
tions to the existing plant will be-
gin in the spring.

. CUDMORE'S
DRY CLEANERS

120 Kent St Phone 922

Refrigeration
Repairs To All Makes
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SALES & SERVICE

MOTORS

Rewinding and Repairs
ELECTRICAL
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Palmer Electric

Phones 8543 - 8344
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A. Fremont Archer, 34 Churehill Ave.
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10 WAYS THIS COURSE BENEFITS YOU:

1 Develop self-confidence, 8.

5! for Leadership. f "
} R i &
4. Control anxieties. ’

8. Uncover your hidden abilities,
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