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OUR COMMON SCHOOLS.

Mg. Epitor : — Pursuant to promise, 1
pr\n-m-d to give you some information ree-
pecting the present condition of the majority
of eur common schools, in oeder, il possible,
ta relieve the minds ol many of your reado
who in all probubility have formed their
Opinions witheut
mature consideration, of the exceedingly er-
roneous Jmpression that our educatonal
affsirs are in & very favourableo and floarish.
g state.  Haviag che Report of the Visitors
ol Schoals belore mo, U shall avail mysell of
the privilego of dodacing thecefrom such
statistioal mformation as will be necessary to
corroborate my stsiemeats. | may observe,
by the way, that this hugely voluminous and
paper-wasting report must have oecupiod
much move time and attention in ite com-
pilation chaa its lon ;-windod and industrious
suthers have gwen to the visitation wad
examination of public schools. ([ we tuke
the elaberate tubulsr statistics, and the amaz-
ingly verbose and tiresome romacks whech
wre contwined 1w tho lomgthy copect, as a
eriterion ol the provest siate of our oduca-
Gomal mattors, we will Bo imdmoad ne believe
Uhrt ear pabiic scho ds sec on we excoedingly
prodperous and ‘heajpy comlimen, and that
education is pragrercng with amazing Tapi-
dity throughout this fortenste little eolony.
T'he most cursory obsenvation, however, can-
mat fuil to roveal, to ey intelligont reader,
Mﬁota‘rlion anll €nglecity which have been
practised by the wiy visitors in making out
€heir returns. We may perhaps, with pro-
yriety, exeept the brief statements of Mr.
Arbuckl, ks, poor wnin, owing to his ** de-
wliniwg omers " and * protracted indigposi-
®ion, " Yxviag boon rendered unfit to sgy or
do wmoch in regard to the matter. Me.
Fwkerlicld has, however, more than made
‘up Tor the brevity and incompletenees of his
eperannaatod confrere’s report; and has
%ween infinitaly more verbose iy his valgahle
remarks and suggestions upon edycation.  Jt
muat be amusing to the careful reader te
ubserve how iadetatiggble the cautious yisi-
tor is in his attempts i pateh yp hia retyrys,
by expressing Lis ** genergl satisfaation,”
ete., in regard to the efficiency of the teach-
ers and the improvemont of the pypils. Rut,
1 spite of _his futilo effurte to conceal the
rtartliog fact, he tacitly sdmits that oyr
public sehools are, in genersl, plunged into
% wretehed condition
the gverage atteadance of ghildren is far be-
low what is required by the lawa relating to
Fdueation ; and his remars give unwistake.
nble evidence of the dissgtisfagtion of both
teachers and parents, srising frog the pre-
sent imperfect state of edugational matters.
fndeed, | am persuadod that if the visitors
hiad given an impartial aud Jispassionate ne-
count of the various sshools which they
examined during their official visitation, we

would be alarmed a6 the unexpeeted intelli- | on  of  ewilization, [ subuwit, that whether

foncu and startling rovelations that would
b contwined in theur rotyrns

I shall now give a lirief exposition of the
more extensive and injurioug evils at present
existing in almost ulf aur eommon schools. |
In domng so. | do not intend to exoneraie |
schovlmasters from all the charg:s that may
be brought agninet them: but simply to
ehow that the primary cause of these evile is
the reprehensible laws relating to education
which are now in fuoree. The greatest, and |
probably the most comman, evil existing
wmong our public sehaols is the serious oe- |
currenco of fiorce disturbances and dmrup"

His figures show that |

| whom he is so erushingly severe upon, 1 \suuld}

}lmle or wo exertion.”

| w0 den ol e exaeme nehiness ol the lueubir:

| Liow,
vo properly vigoyed sud duly apprecited,  The
powipous, seli-saustied mauner o e wegter, s
eviucul eYerEweeiing cogecil wogether with s
sUblie  Winvopsciousicss Wl oerter, cutnbine v
wahe s h.-.‘..--m winders unmuum.\ cotnical.

| Lue opening worgs vi s leper— education
18 L lou iuasiott ug vlizution —are a prowising

wving given the matter beginuing lor o colpmuicaliog meonded or the ! pell

| recrealion, delectation and  caclination gt ths
{ by o uativn. L ue Apeckations vl Lo un-loving
resdar thus taised  wiv aet disappointed when,
L aller -ln“uu‘ wved ball u dozen vr o of nno
| blunders, his glawoo & accesiod by the tollowug
| seulence: Yy lew Jcuis WO vur vars were
[ doalenod by e Juyous coy of a kree Education,
i LUl low Buagiued 0 was o be al the same Lue
four boessiug and our bane’ I Uis septence,
| Sharl as A as are giveu us uo less than three
ooes «f wsedul knowledge, ot which the present
| widbor, de wuo, candiy contessos ugsell W
| hado docu  bitherto protonudly agnorgng, st
Shal sewe other part ol the huwan Irage )3 sub-
duct o the inticwaty ot deatiess besides the ear ;
Zud, that there exists sowewhers jy eregtion an
Laniwal called a Free Education, eppable of utter-
g Joyous eries ; and Sed, Wk ay suwal or a
ery cau bo at the same time oup Vlessing and our
bane. 1 wust contess § would Jike 0 ask a
{“triend " a few questjops gbout the cry ot this
newly discovered” ereatype. Docs U reséumble
the beay of uJ.u'kuln, ur the shout of a gonlla, o
1% 1ks sound anything ke what a combivation ol
those twy poises would be ! Then, agan, we
would ke to be honeured” with the company of
“ A Friggd of BEducation ™ at the next mecting of’
the Hajr Splitting Debating Society, in order to
discyss with hiw, 10 our usual acute and triendly
magner, the question~** Can anything be at the
Sgupe time A I'L-nmg and 2 bane 1" We can as-
sure him thai we are o very pationt, polite, and
intolligont set of young mon, although the nawmes
of three school-leachers are on the roll. He
wight yot fjud sweny us warriors werthy of his
stool, but we are—tue schoolmasters excepted—
aware of our deficiencies and anxious to be en-
lightened. But to returu to our subject. Ln the very
next sontence “ A Froeud of Education ™' shows
that he is uot aware that there is any difforence
ol weaning between the phrases * the tault of a
systom, and a system at fanlt,” for he writes—
“ It was free in every sense of the word, and here
1% where the system was at fault.””  Where it was
that this creature of doubtful gender, which our
“Friend " calls Free Education, was st fault,
sod what it was that perplexed it, he has not
condescended to tell us. Why the word “system”
wis thrust into the above sentence, 1 am at a lose
to comprehbend. Perbaps “ A Friend " knows
himsell what he weans; but I can assure him
that * comprehension wandors lost ™ i the eon-
! test to find out whether it is a system of agricul-
ture or the human system he mukes allusion to.
Here follows the astounding assertion that edu-
cation, wade too free, became an object of little
value. 1 would very much like to know how |
“free” education must become in order to be al- 1
together valueless; for if great freeness disninishes
| the valuo of education, still greater and greater
Ii fiveness will so depreciate it that it will, by-and-
| by, be worth just nothing at all.  But if, as our
[ Friend” himselfl says, education is the founda-

lettered or froe, it must always be a thing ot
very great value. It A Friend of Edueation™
were ons of those ignorami of  schoolmastors

charitably couclude that he did not mean to say
that the treeness of edeeation lessened s worth;
but a8 bo is & learned gentleman, a profound
classic scholar, 1 am torced o beliove that he
neans vxacll" whal he says—uneither wore nor
less.  Our clussic friend also says that it < is a fuct
that whatever is difficult of acerss W always
valued more highly than what we obtaiv with
This fact, &e  Shane,
shame, where was your classic lore, O Frieud ot
Education, when you penned those sentences !
Do you not know that *“ faet” is derived from

wight sssure them, both for hjmself and on the

It must be wken as @ whole, w arder to | e of Wi Tellow -Goyerngrs, that they mijghy rejy |

wpon finding jn thew every d».umil..m f0 pesist
them by every meuns thal Jay in their power
They, the Governors, would seek to give the fullest
[ development 1 whatever wag proposed, awd 1o
further, us far a8 lay iy theiv powgre, the jntervests
| and hu“-nn s8 of those over whom, fur a time,
| they had been appointed to preside.”’
{ That extract represents Sir Richard MeDon-
as speaking in his awn name apd that of the
other Licutenant Governars of the Maviiune
Provinees, and expressing theie intention, whe-
ther the whole or any part of the |vru'mnilum- ol
the Delegales were earvied inlo effect, te assist
them ; angd again— that they wonld seek to give
the tullest development to whatever was propos-
ed.” The quotation wust be taken from a very
unpnrh-pl report of the speegli, 48 in the full e
port of the speech, given o the Montreal Gazette
of the 3ist October, Sir Kichard 18 represeuted
a8 regammending great eantion i dealing with
the proposals of the Delegates, as appears by the
following extract :

“ At the same time, he wight, without breaking
through what wight be deemed necessury eaution
and reserve, express the hope, that whatever pro
,msul,- they might make wounld be duly weighed
vy the community at large, to whom, ju poiut of
wast fipally report thejr proceedings
i The woment wus 4 very critical
one, and in view of jf the syyeestious of the dele
wites, however framed, ought uot w be aecepted
without great congideration.  The whole fature of
Canada and ghe Marigime Peovinees would be seri
ously atlfected by the decigion whick the commuuity
at burge and the difercut legislatyres pight mnke
upou those peapasuls.’”  (Applause )

Again, Sir Richard eery elearly expresses his
views 03 to the necessity of simple arrangements
being wade on 3 basis of mutual eonfidence :

“ Gathering from the semi-official snmouncements
which had, from time to time, been allowed to
appear, they had been seeking some plan of aetion
designed to give increased strength in matters of
defence, increased economy in conducting the
chinery of government, and increared facilitier for
carryinyg ont mercautile greangements.  He, there
fore, hoped they would find some simple as well as
effective menns to earry out those objects which we
ull had in common ; aud that we would find it pon
sible to build up such an uniou as we would all like
to see — not by endless gnarantees against muteal
wrpvession and distrust, but oue in which the foun
dations might be luid on mutual contidence.  (Load
cheers.) 1S the inhabitants of the British Proveesin
of Ameriea had in themselves the staff to enable
them to becowse & great people in a wreat and pros
perous union, they could -mI;' become so by being
willing to make mutnul sacvifices for the benefit of
one another, and by reposingin one auother mutua!
confidence. (Cheers) If vou began to distrust one
another iu the government of these colonies, whare
isittoend? Were they to have guarantees in the
locul government for the protection of the English
in Lower Cannda, and guaruntees in the general
congress for the French in the Confederate legisla
tare, or were they to be bound together by feelings
of matual respect and coutidence ! He did sy this
that he lluluul and believed there was that good
fuith—suflicient good fuith and mutual confidence
amongst them all to enable them to take n sixnl‘h-
and effective mode of action which would give !
them strength and economy and good government
for all.”  (Loud cheers )

Finally, so far was Sir Richard MaeDonnell
fram committing himself or any other of H. M .'s
Representatives to any special line of action in |
reference to the proposals of the Delegates, |
which at that time were unknown, that in the
portion of his apeech, which it was intended to
gwve iy the extract in the Morning Chroncle, wi
find him represented, inthe Montreal Gaxefe, as
saying :—

“It might or might not be the ease that the
views or proposuls which the delegates wonld ofer
be earried out ; but, whether all thev pro
posed be effected, or only a portion was tinally ap
proved, he might say that the Delegates conld rely
on finding every disposition on his part to co-ope
raute with them—to ussist them by all the wenns i
his power Ly giving the fullest development to
whutever project Her Majesty’s Government, in its
wisdom might approve of, when submitted to them
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come. 1L s very difficult, trom a tew extrnets  ont ; bnt ot the same time, whether the wholg ““"'t fact, wa are only tolerated hy them as one

A glance

yers, however, ought to conviyee the mast
sceptical that they have always been found
| the champions of Lierty, and that they have

1
|always advocated the cause of the people |

aganst tyrants and the undue pressure ol
the power of the Lrown. in the days ol
Philip of Macedon the voice ol Demosthenes
was heard jn Athens warning the "MYI“
aguinst the machipations ol the wily P’he p
to overtura their liherties.  ln the Foram of
ancient Rome the eloquence of Cicero was

of the Commonwealth, and in defending the
mjured and oppressed even when ‘Lha sol-
diers of Pompey surrounded the Forum to
overawe and intimidate lum. In England,
we have had a Coke who drew up the Potition
of Rights in one of the Parlisments ot Chartles
the First. The greatand immortal Hampden,
to whom we ure indebted for the eonstitution-
al rights and privileges we now en_juy: wis a
member of the legal profession. Lord Somers,
who defended the seven Bishops in the days
of the tyraunt James the Second, and who
drafted that great charter of our libertios,
* The Bill of Rights,”” was a lawyer. Byt
to come down to more modern times, [ must
not forget to mention the greatest advocate
who ever pleaded in  Westininster Hall,
Erskine, the man who defended lardy for
tigh Treason in the panic-stricken days ol
the first French Revolution, when, if it had
not been for his successful eloguence, the
hiberties of British subjects would have been
crushed and anmbilated by the power of the
Crown. Aund in closing, allew me to name
another great lawyer,Harry L.ord Brougham,
who has pleaded the eause of the people in
Courts of Justice &nd in both Houses ol Par-
linment for more than half a century, and is
still alive, and at present doing honor to the
celebrated French advoeate, Berryer, who
bas also been the defender of she injured and
oppressed in France for nearly ball a century,
under all forms of Gouvernments, Kings, ¥'re-
sidents and Emperors. lu this lsland, law-
yers heretolore have had a narrow sphere
and a contracted platform to exhibit their
talents and their learning ; but I hope that
before many years bave run their course
all the Courts of British America will
be open to the lawyers of this my native
Colony. Before | resume my seat, us we
are celebrating the Festival ol St. Andrew, |
must remind the members of the Caledonia
Ciub that two of the most able Judges that
ever adorned the Briush Bench were Scotch-
men, namely, Lord Chiel Justice Mansficld
and Lord Chiei Justice Campbell. Eng-
land’s greatest advocate, Erskine, was also a
pative of Seotland. Since the union of
Scutland with England she has produced
more great men as historians, mea ot science,
soldiers, poets, and in other important walks
of life, than any other eountry, in propor-
tion to her populaton. How s this problem
to be solved ?  Un belalfof the lawyers I now
return you wmy sincere thanks, and 1 believe
that so long as we have the present gentle-
men upon the Bonch our rights and Liberties
will be safe, and the course of justice will
contioue to run free and unsullied.

The twellth toast — * Prince Edward Island,

Maleolm Melaed, Esqr., was ealled to respond,
and spoke as fullows : —

MR. MeLEOD'S SPEECH.

by the Colonial Legislutures.”

This indeed amounts to no more than a pledge |

He said — He regretted that some one of the
public men whom he saw around the board was

8t the ancient and modern hwstory ol law-|

poured torth in denouucing the oppressions|

our Country " — having been duly honoured, |

tions swonges the inhalitants of the greator| .
: po Jacwo ! Do you not Know that 8 fact 1 one thing

;':'To:':' l:‘d ';?;':’:::‘ ‘:::::‘:u :::’” ""' aud a truth snother, and that a scholar would be
. . OCCA- | 4y likely to mistake the one for the other as a

sioned biyhcha Jotﬁcuu;e- u;;el;wm?:l ;‘c")b' | faruser would bo Lo call his cows horscs, or his
taining the sorvices of » uselul and elbcient | horses cows | My dear fellow, if you have ae-
teacher, and by the determined indisposition | quired a swatteriag of Latin, for gooduess sake
oa the part of the people to muke up the de- | wake sowe use of your knowledge.  Dat 1 must
ficiency in the Gowernment allowance to hurry va. Leaving wany tewpting ti-bits, I hight
teachers. | am far from intimating n"“'.up-m the following exeeedingly euigmatical sen-
there are 1o industrious and praise-worthy tence. “ I education bas becowe more general,
shers in the sommunity. Un the con-| the seale is lowered.”  What passible conneetion |

can there be between “ the scale™ and education 7|
trary, it must in all truth be adwitted that | What scale dooa bhe allude to !'—the scale ot

there are many eminent!y useful and success- | | io.y ur the wusieal seale? I must coufess
tul members of the prolcssion, ':‘“’ are zeal- | yyself at fault. There is not the remotest allu-
ous and persevering in thewr endeavours o | siu ty a seals of soy kind in the previous part of
s teneh tué yuling i1ded liow to llumt.‘“"'f{ the latter, aud to drag it in hore T3, to say the
must, however, with cqual propriety, be/leasi of it, very unkiod. 1 must again remind the |
conceded that the difficulty of u{:ummg ‘] reader that 1 sw enticisiug the production of a
trusty and competent teacher is by n.,]gfbuhr. and am not at fiberty to form any con-
means of & trivial or unimportant natare. | \“':"‘:‘:".:‘“:":'_::‘srxy —_— ilthi: mxt;:u.

ad : a ge Ay . * Pree
have al y shown tlm'l. uearly all of the ion, a8 we have it, has built schools in all
mwore wseful and eficient teachery — those who

- | parts of the Island ; o tar its work is praisewor-
the energy and talents that will enable [ thy ; but it has thrown broadeast over the country

them to fill offices mueh more pleassnt and | 34 ywarw of teachers the majority of whom sre us
remunerative than school-teaching — have | yuqualified tor educating the youth as they would
Jefe the uoprofitable and disagrecable |».’0-llm tor guiding the atfairs of the British nation.”
fession ; snd it is this circumstance which | Eurcka! This Froe Education wust be of the
weessions the duficultivs in getting good | beaver species, fur not vuly does it utter joyous

to carry out encrgetically any plan approved by | not called upon, for then justice might be done to
Her Majesty’s Government—a  determination, | our Island  Home—more  especially, said  be,
which needed seareely to be formally anuoaneed | because he would now be prevented trom paying
by Her Mujesty's Represeatative, but which per- o tribute as requested (by the Committes) to the
haps contained as much as one holding that po- wemory of Buras, Seott, Abererombie and
sition eould safely guarantee, 1(‘!_\11:2 But thi# being the first time in his lite
| that he was called upon to perform a publie duty
tor his native country, he would sot refuse his
services, however huble.  He said he telt no
little difficulty in speaking, before sueh public
wen, and Islanders too, as he saw around hiwm,
on the all wportant subjeet to which allusion
had already boen made.  He would, however,
remind them that, aere for acre, 1. E. Island s
| able to feed as many souls as any other spot in
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~ ‘nw! hospita can be ’l'llllll.;}l[m . We
should not forgs WS elaime at our festive beard,
nor neglect its mterests at a tiwe like this, when
such grave political changes as these that now
absorb publie attention are proposed. He alluded
to the chenshed fondpess of the Members of the
Caledonia Club for the land of their fathers,
and in wany cases their own native land, Seotland
Yet, said he, a8 time passes, although the senti-
ment is perpetuated among the peaple of Seattish
deseert abroad, the gennine love ol country that
distinguishes their forefathers becomes weaker
every generation.  So it is also with the descend-
ants of Britaine pf other extractions.  Different
associations, foreign intercourse each day

PUBLIC DINNER ON ST. ANDREW'S DAY.

FIRST PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF THE
QUESTION IN CHARLOTTETOWN,

UNION

WEe have inserted in another eolun, from the
Islander, 3 brief notiee of the Public Dinuer in
honour of St. Audrew’s Day, given by the Cale-
dovian Club of this place. The Club is in its
iufuney, and the attendance was small. But
that was owing wore to the bad state of the tra-

a. Its people are as virtuous | institutions, such, for instance, as the Irish
slll'lﬂl‘yril_fld St. Uenrgc‘u Soma(y, e allnd<ithis Colony have addressed an audienee upon the

teschers. Now, to use the sentiments ex-
iy thase who are at present support-
iog sehools, aad with whow 1 have coaversed
upon this topic, before the inhabitants of a
distriet id engage a lesg, inefficient
tescher, sad make up towards his support
fifteen or tweaty pounds, they would lock
the doars of their schoollouses, and endeavor
to educate their children thomselves ! Hlere,
then, is the primary cause of those serious
disturbances smongst the people to which 1
Lkave ailuded; and which produce such a
derogatory and disastrous effect upon our
colaausl education.
isng, as matters of consequence, from
these extensive disruptions, there are innu-
mersble circumstances tonding to the inevi-
tabie disorgamzation and ultunate overthrow
of eur common schools. Of these circam-
stamoes, the most important, perhaps, is the
esceeding smallness of ths average daily st
tomdance of scholurs. By the Report of the
Beheol Visitors, it appesrs that the average
uwmber of pupils sttending e hool
is dar short of the required number. The
cumming visitors, in sttenpting to palliate
this great fact, ladicrously attribute the ab-
womos of the children to ** gathering in the
hacvest,”' or ** whoopiug cough,” or some
wther fanciful circumstance. It is quite
whwieas, however, that harvesting does not
centinue all the year round, nor does the
wieaping cough exist in every locality, al-
theugh the visitors are stupid enough to cite
these s the ruling causee ol inattendance in
all sehools and at all scascoa.  The absurdity
wf these huge prevarications is ouly paralleled

eries, but it builds houses, and school-houses too.
What an wteresting and enlightened ereature it
wust be. The Freachman, Chailer, is thrown
completely in the shade by this discovery of * A
Friend of Edueation.” ‘That throwing & swarmn
broadeast over the country wmust have boen a
wondertul feat. 1 would like to know how it was
dowe. Aod then Lhis youth, whow the wajovity
of Lhis swarm thrown broadeast are unqualificd
o teach, must be 3 wouderful fellow—a real pro-
digy of stupidity or of clevernoss.  Has he been
found so horribly thick-headed that the majerity
of the swarm, by their united and continuvus of-
forts, could not drive even the *‘elewentary
branches” iuto his iron-beund skull? or was he
so wonderfully eloer that not only the elewents
ol kaowledge but ita bigher branches cawe to him

velling, which prevented country members from
coming te town than even to the infancy of the
Club. The Dinner was, however, very well
sorved up. and the feeling throughoat the evening
was that of wamixed pleasure and gratifieation.
What gave very great importance to the gather-
ing was, that some members of the Club and
their guests took occasion to discuss the question
of Federal Union in the eourse of their respons-s
to some of the toasts. The Hon. Col. Gray, whe
is President of the Club, did this at great length,
and very effectively. 1lis speech, indead, opened
up the whole question of Usion, and evidently

as by wtuition 1 But whea 1 lowk iutor this erush-
ing sentence, this literary bowB-shell, so barba-
rously cast iote the widdle ot the defonceless |
«awarm,” 1 find that se far from being filled
with guapowder, rusty uails, wusket-ball, and |
such like doath dealing materials, it coutaing lll-l
gar and spice and all things nice, that it is, in
tact, no bowb-shell at all, but a package ot
awertien, to which, with a Kiud of grim huweour,
the sendor has givea the appearance of that dead-
ly projectile.  He saya that the teachers are as
unqualified to teach the youth as they would be
to guide the afisics of the British Nation.  Aud 1
wust say that he is vight. 1 bave no doubt that
if our school teachers had the proper trainng,
and if they woved v the right sphere, they would
be just as well qualified to teach ** A Friend of
Education's” youth, or any other youth as they
would be to guide the affairs of the British Nation. |
Or pechape he wishes us to understand that ear |
teachers are now in their present circumstances

uahfied to guide the atlsirs of the British nation ;|
but if they were placed in other circumstances,

by the opinion chat **che raising of & poﬂiun‘

ot the teschers’ salaries will ensure a more
regular attendance, snd cxcite greater inte-
rest among the parents.'’ This gigantic
idos must have occasioned peculiar painful-
noss in making its exit (row the pregnant
bwaie of its distinguished auathor ; and it s
hroped that he experiences sweet relief, after
huving beeu salely delivercd of the monstrous
whortion. Instead, sir, of exciting greater

mlerest among the parents, it has beon in-|

finikely wmore successiul in producing a
greater discount wwmong them, and an un-
flinching Jetermination oo their part to re-
sent and oppose these exceedingly unfair and
unjeet measures, They uiready keenly feel
the wtupendous imposition that has been
)munrupul thew ; thoy feel that they
ure doubly taxed &o support & system ab-
surdly called ** free oducition,” and they
opine that it is aknost tisme o piteh the
humbugging thing. :
These circumstances are abardaatly fruit-
ful sa inducing & multiplic ity of winar evils :
for whes the people are not w -
earying et educational measures, cho wh
wious resalt 4 that the wiole thmg will Ge
aeglooted sad forsaken. The majorcy ol
wur commen scleols give evid @f ¢this
fact. The toachwe of aluisst all the schaals
with which | sm inted have ly the

|
under some deteriorating mfluence or other, they |
would be as auqualified to do so as they now are
te teach this mythical youth of his.

Another specimenof * A Friend of Edueation’s™
style and 1 bhave done. I they ™ (farmers), be
says, “ happen fo visit their Legislative Assem- |
blies, they will Giud the wost able and clever men |
not hmu:n. but lawyers and educated wen; and l
they will ask the reason why 7 Do they not know
that it is for want of 8 higher education ™ Why
do farmers see the most able and clever men in
| their Legmwlative Assewblies not  farmers, but
lawyers and educated men T For want of a higher
[wlu;'nn amswers “ A Friend of Education.”
| Poor farmers!  You are to bo pitied.  When “ A

Friend * visits these Assewsslies, bis * higher eodu-
cati enables him to find the able and clever
| men not law yers and educated wen, but fariners,
' presaine. This friead applies the epithet
“taway " te our ploaghboys, and talks about be-
ginning Jife with & “ competence.”

Lot it uet be thought that T have commentad
on all the blesders contained in a Feicad of Edo-
cation’s letter.  There are dozens left that I have |
neither time nor ieclivation to netice.  ladeed, 1 ‘
would not have troutled you with this letter were |
1 tot anxious to show teachers and pareats that
aauan or 3 boy may have seme litte knowledge
@i daatin and Greek, without beiag able cither to
wiite sr to understand his mether toague. The

of English gr and of the plainest |
rukes o Eaglish composition displayed by “ A |
| Fricud wf Education” is wmazing. He dovst not |
‘MJ the meaning of swwe of the weat |

wame complaints t emeko, viz: that che
Arustees nevor visit or esawine the schoels :
thet there are scareely any books or ether
necessapios . that the schoolheauses are én a
wery delapidated condition and thet the at-

gendance of sehulum s exe adingly irregeles.

Having »! asoupicd too wuch time
and spaee, § shall harofeaw to u closs, with
the iotentien of eonsidersag the subject

B Euglish words.  Yet he, foesanth, pre-
summes G adeise us a8 to what sort of edueation we
whorld giwesaie children. I heisa studeat of the
Prinee of Wales' College, as | shrewdly suspect
Wisn o be, the FPeadossors of that Tustitgton bave
sl reasan to A proud o their pupd. 1 admit
feooly that < A Faoad of Education” has much
| uwwoe cmmoedt. G ahaility : but waking every al-
lowaneo ke bis sant of parts, s geeesnce of
| English reflects great dimecodit ou lis teschers,
whoever they may be. At mall cever do iu these

womowhet durthor i & sebssguont and con-| g oy g iy this eountry, tomegleet Milton for

wluding wotede. Howmer, or to pretend to appregiate Viegil when
Wours respeeticly, we have no taste for Shakspeare. My parting

Nov. 15th, 1864, A TEAMCIHER advice to A Friend of Edueation™ is to read
> i | English, to read the best English, evonif e should

“VINQIT AMOR LUDL" [ he fovead to negleet his Latin and Greek for a

o B e SOMEBODY.

] s Johmay 0osh™ andill mof de . - . .
U‘&: mnw:gm:w.ufl “ paiomd of | Feomithe Halifax Morniug Chrovicle, Nov. 30,
B duoation” —Latin quotation sad all — bom the | Ay article in the Morniug Chromicle.at the 24th
Pratogiant of b J2ih dentant to the ool ol | N ber, on “ Umion of ths Peainees,” was
s haittle Bt ™ AL ountions & greator own- | headed with what purpovis teboa.guotaiionfrom
ber of better joikes col worc comical blanders | & pusssesh ol Bir Kichard Goaves Mablouuellat the
than tie atoresiid oy —in dosteiins < pioker- | Mousesal dejemner, an ollows :—

made a great impression.  Maleolm MeLood,
Esqr., oue of our most talented young Barristers,
who seems destined to oceupy a prominent place
in his profession, first entered on the discussion
of the Union question, and made a masterly ad-
voeacy of it.  Hon. Mr. Haviland, jun., followed
in the sawe line, and was more than usually elo-
quent and impressive. The speeches were re-
ported by Mr. Archibald MeNeill; aad theiwr
importance demands that we should give them
insertion, even at the riek of leaving other inte-
resting reading aside for the present.  We shall
give the speeches in the order in which they were
delivered. The first toast (the 5th), in honour
of the Army and Navy, was that which ecalled
forth a speach. The Hon. Mr. Coles, who holds
rank in the Militia service as General of Ca-
valry, was invited to respond to this toast, and
did o w-the fullowing terms :—
MR. COLES'S SPEECH.

He thanked the company for the enthusias-
tic manner in which the toast just drank was
received.  The honourable gentleman allud-
od to the different military enactments of
this Island. He said that, in his opinion,
the old Militia Companies of former days
compared favourably with the Volanteer
Movement of the present time. He alluded
to the sale of the Barrack Square, aud hoped
that when the money realized would be ap-
propriated to the promotion of our military
department, the Militis wouald sot be forgot-
ten. We were frequently told, said he, that
the Colonies must prepare for self defence.
lie was, however, of opinion that if we at any
time required help from the Mother Country
it would be given. The strong arm of Great
Britain was our defence,and as long as we
continued our present relation to the purent
land, that defence would slways be our pro-
tectinn.

The next toast which brought forth a speech
was the Eighth: “ Mrs. Dundas and the Ladies
of . E. Islund.”  WILLIAM McGILL, Esqr,,
was called upon to respond to it, and expressed
himself in a wost feheitous style, eulogising, as
wight be expected from so gallant a gentleman,
the beanty and virtues of the Prince Edward 1s-
land ladies, and paying a just tribute of respeet
to the amiable lady ol the Lisut. Governor.

The Clergy of . E. Island having been howour-
ably mentioned in the next toast, the succeeding |
one was—** The Beneh and Baw” in reference to
which the Hon. Mr. Haviland was called upon to
respond, and did so as follows :—

HON. T. HEATH HAVILAND'S SPEECH.

Mr. Chairman, | am sorry that the At-
torney General, or some other prominent
wmember of the profession, is not present to,
respond to the toust of ** The Bench and the
Bar ;"' bat observing that Mr. McLeod and
myself are the only luwyers here, and that
Mr. MclLood isexpected to respond to another |
toast during the evening, it would ill become |
mo to refuse the Brief, and to remain silent
upon this oceasion. The profession to which
I Lave the honor of helonging is, ax you are
wware, looked upoa with very little love or |

|
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sympathy by amany of the commuuity. I

diminish the reverenee of the American born tor
Ol England, Green Evin, and Bonme Seotland.
As the mind becomes sstranged from the mother
eountry, it beeomes 8 most haportant enquiry :
What other eountry have you ta present tor our
attachwent 7 Ne people was ever great without
a love of country.  Colounists have arrived at that
embarrassing stage of progress in which they are
atl a Joss whether they shall appear divoreed as
patriotic Eaglishmen, [nstunen, and Scotehmen,
or united in a eommon devotion to the land they
inhabit. They have all reason to be proud of the
land of their forefathers, yet they have no voice
in its Legislation or Government.  They control,
it is true, the country they naw inhabit, but that
country is not recognized as a power smong the
family of natwns, Henee, on the score of pa-
triotism, colonists are between two minds—the
consequence is that they have not a very strong
attachment for any country. The progress of
events will probably very soon solve the doubt.
The inhabitants of British North Awerica, he
haped, would soon be able te point to one Com-
wonwealth, to which they need not be ashamed to
devote individual allegiasnee,  This stage will not
be arrived at without much opposition.  In the
presence of so many Seotchmen he would remind
them, that there was a period in the history of
Seotland which presenis many peints of resemnb-
laee to the present position of this Island. 1
wmean, said he, the Union with Eungland.
Scotland stood in many respocts in the same rela-
tion o England that we nLn 10 the neighbouring
Colonies. She wae the swmaller Power, and the
less populated country. ‘The srgnments agains
the Union were wouderfully alike, those which
are used with us every day. * We are poor and
cunmot sustain such heavy @xes as Euglod—the
voice of our small aumber of Representatives will
be drowned in the House of Commons—onr 15
Peers cunnot check the designs of oar enemies in
the House of Lords. The English Parliument witl
tax us bevond onr means, and the revenue will be
expended in England.  Positions of howor and
emolument will _be monopolized by the selfish
English,” &e. We heur, said he, the very same
argwments made mse of now. Belbaven and
Fleteher urged these objeetious with so wach show
of reason that it was nol surprising that they fter
viied their conntrymeén against the Union,  Bu
we, siid he, huve great reasow 1o be astonished 1o
hear kindred arguments reproduced atter they have
been so long fulsitied by the logic of events. The
antipathies of the two nations were notorions
The English and Seoteh hated each other.  1then,
suid he, the arguments referred o proved unfound
ed, such fallacies should not surely  deter us from
forming s Union with a people towards whom we
entertain the ntmost good will, and whose progress
and prosperity ave identical with onr own. Oue
of the arguments used by Enghishmen oppoged to
the Union was, that the South would be overruu
by ihe Northeru hive of poverty-stricken Scots.
True, asid he, the Northern hive did go South and
made their wark. Hou €ol. Haviland has alveady
referred to some of the great men thav=scotland
has produced—and it is worthy of remark that all
these greal wen 2rose since the Uniou ;—with the
exception of Walluce amd Bruce, there ure few
Scotchmen who devoted their wlents to puvely
Seotch utfairs, who have left a lasting name.  But
wfter the Usion a wider field was opened, and
Scotchmen preeminently distinguished themselves
Thut this wus the direet effoct of the Union wouald
appear by looking ut the curcer of these men. He
then spoke of the brothers Huuter, who prosecated
their profonnd rescarches in Physiology.and An-
atomy inthe South—of Mansfield, 'who improved  if,
indeed, it way not be said that he formed the Com-
werciul Law of Great Britain—the elognence of
Wedderburn found seope us an English statesman—
Campbell as an Eughsh Lawyer found his way
from his futher's house to the Woolsuck —
Adam  Swith, whose writings, it had been
said, have done wore for mankind than all the

| writers s legislutors together, he wrote with

# wore immediate eve to the extensive eow-
merce in which the Uniou enabled his conntry-
men W participate.  Bronghamn forsook the Bar of
bis native cour to achieve in Kugland a repa-
tation which has seldow been equalled. It was in
the United Parliament that Horuer won his great
and good name, and  that Macintosh  delivered
some of his addresses on the Law of Nutious, wlieh |
were not only admired af the time, bat are to this |
day referred 1o as authority on international Law

=

'm,l. then, hope that what the Famok ﬁ,h.,.,j;_ of
Scotland, and the wider field gpengd by the Uuion,
have done for the people of that country, will he
conferred npoy the people of this Jeland by oyr
svutem of Mree Bduegtiou, and ay alljance with «
more wealthy and exiensive Coungry.  Ju Canada
we find dhe MeDonalds, the McDongudls, the
lts, gd the Browns, h-;uhllL" men of that ¢ onntry
irgets, us public men, are disenssed in the Br itizh
P ligent, and commented on by the British Press
The revegne measyres which they may recom
mend excite hope or alarmin Sheflicld, Mane hester,
In the Convention lasely held ip
the Colonigs, the most important ever hald in
British Ameriea, a native of . E. Island was
found worthy to preside over the deliberations of
| that distingmished body. A native of P E Isdund
was wheo fwand to huve originated the most ellee
ive scheme of public instruction in any of the
Colowies. We huve seen the proceedimgs of ouar
small Parlimment presided over by a nadive, w,th
an acquaintance  with  Parlamentary Law and
asage, aud a knowledge of constitutiona! learning,
that in r countries would lead to hapor and
independence, und in England would be vovarded
by # Jeerage.  The recent Convention ut (elh'lbec'
wae witched by members of the pross ff'mu‘(_hr
Mather Country, and all the Proviuces of Bejish
North Amerien; but, said he, it has not yet begp
dewied that the wost brilliant deseriptions we have
{iad of the proceedings of this Convention, :9U(| the
fetes given the Delegutes, were the prodactions af
the per of one of our own public men Byt, said be,
it mutters little what may be the mental eanlibre of
onr public men who ever heard of a umw_l or
smile from the Times newspaper because of the
public nets of inancial matters of our peaple, how
ever commendable or absurd; they exeite nejiher
pleasure nor alarm abrowd, because the country
W o small o attract attention, and it wi
always remain 80 while we are isolated. —
I'hie opportunity is now prosented 1o us 1o cist off
our paltry individaality as a Colony, and begome u
part of a gountry that in a few years will rank
amony the great powers of the world.  Will the
disproved arguments and exploded theories that
were arged to prevent our forefuthers from effect
ing a Union with England induce us to forega the
advantages of a similar union with our great and
powerful neighbors 7 If so, the lesson tanght by
that part of the history of Great Britain has been
in vain preserved for our gnidance and instraction.
He said he would not presame upon the patience of
the Clab to anuswer even one objection ; and, said
lie there has been but one objection, in his opinion,
offered worthy of mneh thonght—that was relative
to the state of the Coloniul finances. This, of all
others, is a subject npon which wellaneaning
may reason falsely, and one upon which pelitical
ceonomy has scarcely vet umln'wl its greatest pro
fessors to reason nmuull'v ; and yet we have smong
us wen who pretend to tell us how a Union will
affect us 20 years henee. The man who ean do
this mast have not only a perfeet know ledge of our
present sources of wealth, but an equally acenrate
foresight into the capacity of the sea, the curth,
and the enterprise of man to develope the resources
of British North America for the next 20 years.
The mind equal to snoh o task is yet unborn.  Far
sater for us 1o be guided by the experience of the
past than strive to compass the things of the future
T'ho period of British {li.-:lnr_v to which he had a)
ready alluded might teagh us the folly of directing
onr present conduct by speculations concerning the
future.  The Seotch miid thut taxes would inerense,
and the country wonld be ranined.  Trae, taxes did
inerease, but the conntry is not rained yei, for the
Union brought them weulth. We are poor, said
they, and ¢ as high taxes as Eogland
True, bat theiralliance with rieh England and par
ticipation in her commerce made » land rieh ulso
I'he people of a small poor country, if enterprising
and iutelligent, have evervthing to gain by a Uwion
with a large and wealthy country. When the
stallnoss of revenne is compared with the debt of
Canada, the almost unlimited means of wealth of
thut great Colony should not be forgotten.  Harp
ing ou the debt of Cannda withont also considering
her nnbounded resonrces, was like Biddy refasing
the wealthy hand of her master beeanse his debis
exceeded her seanty earnings; or like a bachelor
who wonld not marey a wealthy wife because his
household expenses would be inereased after the
union. It the warriage in beth cases wounld bring
debts and expenses, it would also  provide the
| wherewith to pay them.  1tis lefit to the option of
| the [sland to necept or reject a sumilar alhance, und,
euid he, 1 for one say, accept the Union.

The fourteenth toast, in compliment to Miss
Dunean and the other ladies who presented the
Club with a beautiful Silk Banner, elicited the
following remarks from Dr. Sutherland :—

DR. SUTHERLAND'S SPEECIH.

The learned Doctor, in a very becoming
manner, spoke of the praise due to Miss Dun-
can and the other ladies referred to — e
Caledonian Club owed them a debt of grati-
tude, and he hoped they would be long re-
membered for their kindness and generosity.
He spoke of the organization of the Club, the
laudable objects it had in view, its unequalled
suceess ®inece its formation, the broad basis of
its prineiples ; and the keeping up of our na-
tionulity was highly commendablo. He said

and G lusgow

ed to similar celebrations on St. Andrew’s
day, in his native land, Scotland, in Cana-
da, and also in the United States of America.
When in New York, a few years ago, he was
astonished at the enthusiasm with which the
day was honored in that large city. 1o felt
it good to be among Scotchmen even in that
foreign lund.  An oration was delivered on
the oecasion by the Rev. Dr. Thompson, a
gentlewan of no ordinary ability. He ex-
pressed a desire to hear orations before this
Club—suy on the subjectof Seotland’s Nation-
slity, or uny other subject approved of by
the Committee. lle concluded his remarks by
expressing a hops on some future day to see
the handsome Banner now before him. proad-
ly floating in the breeze amidst the ** ga-
thering™’ of the Clans under the auspices of
the Caledonian Club.

The toust to the “ Office Bearers and Members
of the Irish Society,” and also the toast of *“ The
Press”—having then been drank — Mr. Whelan
was ¢alled to respond to both.

MR. WHELAN'S SPEECIL

He said, that with regard to the Irish Society,
he had been s member of such an institution,
which was identical in its aime aud objects with
the Caledonia Clyb, before he came to this
country, and while in hiz boyhood.  Such societios
were links to bind us all in one universal brother-
hood ; and although they indicated the eommon
lot ot humanity—uawely, the sad vieissitudes of
Fortune and the appeals of Poverty—they were,
nevertheless, evidences of a Christian and chari-
table spirit in the country which fostered them ;
and shewed that whatever differences there were
awongst us in purely secular or politicsl atliurs,
in works of benevolenes there was none.  He
telt satisfied that the Benevolent lrish Seeiety
would teel grateful tor the honour eonferred by
the toast; and as that Society restricted not its
charities to ewmigrants from that distant land

—— — - -
publie mind would be kept duly informed regard-
l;.u( its proacedings, aud he was sure that there
would e less prejudice agningt the sehemo of
Coutederstion than now prevails.  Auy country
Jiving in the enjoyment of free jnstitutions will not
| patiegtly  allow s puhhu men o change or
alter those institutions in suy way without its
knowledge. The press is the ouly medin through
which the people gan he prde mv,u'nm-rd with
the aciz of ouyr publie men; aod it the press i
kept closed to the acts of publie men, the latter
will pertainly he looked  upay with suspicion
and distrust. He was in favoyr of opemung the
doors of the Cantercace
Provinees gnd in Canada, to the epnduetors ol
the press ; and if that had been done, there would
be greater chances of suecess attending the mes-
supe of Contederation — those who taveured it
wotld have less work now to do in conciliating
public feeling in its behalf; and it was well
known that the measure cou'd not be earried
unless the majority of the peaple approved of it
—Mr. Whelan then alluded tg the bright peos-
peets which Confederation offeped for extinguish-
my eectional and international prejudices, by
means of whieh the usefulness of such institutions
as the Caledonia Chib and the Benevolept. Irish
Society was seviously impnired. Lot the people
in every section of the Colonial empire be united
in their political reiations, as well as we are hore
i our social ones, and we cannot tail to command
greater vespeet abroad, and be prouder of each
other’s good qualities at home.  Englishmen,
[rishmen, and Seotchmen have a commeon inheri-
tance in every attribute of greatness which the
Old Country possesses—free institutions,more free
than were ever yet conferred upon any seetion of
the globe—a history adorned by the mostiillustrious
names and the most brlliant achievements
arts, in science, and in arms—and a literature in
referenes to which Englishmen, Irishmen and
Scotchmen, stand side by side, challenging the
admiration of the Universe, and silently proclaim-
ing by their works that the gratitude of the wni-
verse is theirs by right forever and forever.
While the nationalities of the Old Conntry, repre
sented to some small extent at that Banquetting
Board, were rivals 1 the higher and nobler walks
of hife, let us hope that they willalways be rivals,
too, in the humbler ones, where the spivit of
Charity appeals to their sympathies; and as the
response to suech appeals must always con-
verge to one common centre—the relief of suffering
humanity—let us all hope that the nationalities
will converge, too, and blend in harmonious action
when such a purpose is in view, 8o as to rescumble

#aeeThe rainbow s !iuhl,

Whose varions tints nnite;

Aud form inheaven’s sight,

Que arch of pence.”

The next and last toast on the list was that of
“ Our Guests,” to which the Henorabdes Measrs.
Coles and Haviland responded as follows :—
Hon. Mr. COLES. le allnded to the
rapid growth of the Caledomia Club;
itse gathering on Government grounds last
sammer was the largest and most respeetable
he had ever witnessed in the place. and wae
eondueted on prineiples highly ereditable to
all concerned.  He said that he regretted to
see 80 lew of the (riends of the Club presentat
the St. Andrew’s Dinner. lIle expressed the
hope that a St. George's Society would yet
be tormed here. Institutions of this nature, he
suid, were calcalated to promote harmony
and good will among the different Nation-
alities which they represented.  ‘The Honor-
able gentlemon then spoke of the Union
question, and said that he for one was nod
disposed to surrender the Snanciul affairs of
the country whelly te caber hands without
an equivalens. ‘¥ruee, said he, I supported
the first resolotion of the Conference at
Charlottetown, whieh states that the Union
of the Provinces wonld be desirabie, provided
justice be done to si) wes. In the fram-
{ing of the Constitution, however, he regret-
ted to say that justice was not done, in his
opinion, to P. E. Island. Bos, said he, I am
open to conviction on this subjeet, though 1
do not at present see my way ele and
therefore cannot give the scheme my support.
HON. T. HEATH HAVILAND. — As an-
other of the guests at this entertaimment, 1 trast
1 shall be pardoned in_ elaiming the privilege of
making a few remarks in eonsequenee of the
Hou. Mr. Coles baving spoken upon the guestion
of the Confederation of the Provinces in s re-
sponse to the last toast. 1 duly appreciate the
(-omplinwnl conferred upon me, by being duvited
az a guest to this the first publie dinner ol the

he alwaye rejoiced at the saccess of kindred ](':lludnni:l Club, and by a singular coineidence

this is the first occasion that the public men of

all «h2orbing topie of Confederation, = 1 will now
give my views upon the subject in as few words
as possible, for fear you might be under the im-
pression that [ am on the fence like Mr. Coles, and
have not made up my mind how to aet in this
great erisis of our Colonial History. 1 believe my
political oppencuts will give me eredit for having
supported all the hnportant public  questions
which { considered would advasee the iwterests
of the country, irrespective of party feelings.—
Free Education and Free Trade, although intro-
duced nto the House of Assembly by a Govern-
wment to which 1 was nppm&wl, were advoented
by we through every stage. The Confederaton
of the British North Awerican Colonies is the
greatest and wmost mportant question that has
ever agitated the Colonial mind. We must make
up our minds to form a part of the Confedera-
tion, or remaie oatside in the cold shade, a potty
and isolated Colony until we are swallowed up
by the United States of Ameriea.

The Uniow of Seotland with England, se elo-
quently alluded to by Mr. McLeod, in his very
able address this evening, was, as he alleged, an
analogous case to ours; and 1 believe we would
reap as great benefits by a Contederate Union
with our sister Colonies as Seotland did from the
union with England.  Then we should have free
trade amougst ourselves, from Sarnia to the
shores of Newfoundland. No Customn Honse
duties would be eollected on goods imported from
any of our sister Colonies, or exported from this
Istand to them.  Then we should not export our
wool and sheepsking, unmanufactured, to the
United States and other places, and be obliged
to buy them back again when converted inte
cloths, earpets, and other woollon tabries ; for we
should have Cloth and other Factories Bpringing
up in all directions within the boundaries of the
Confederaey, and our farmers would be enabled
to supply thewselves with the produects of their
Factories free of all duties.  Even now, in spite
of hostile tarifts and duties, we have in our midst
two Steam Tanneries, and a Boot and Shoe
Factory.  Abelish Custom Houses Duties, when
goods are interchanged between the British
Colonies, and the names of the various Factories

whose nawe it bore, but was always ready to as- |
sist the distressed sons and daughters of every |
nationality, he had no doubt that the bonourable
wention made of it at the Caledoma Club would
stimulate the generous impulses of the Irish So-
ciety, and prowpt them always to keep their hands |
open as day to nelting charity, without stopping |
to enquire from what elime, what gountry, or the
professors of what creed the appeal should come. |
With regard to the other toast—that of the Press
—he thought that his triend Mr. Ross, beiug the
Junior mewber of the fraternity, should have been
called upon to respond toit. A he was hononr-
ed, however, with the attention of the audience
by being required to respond to the previons toast,
he would, before sitting down, make a few remarks
about the Press. The very eircumstance of making
that mstitution the subject of a standing toast on
nearly every public festive occasion, shewed what
greal nnportance was attached to it by free and
mtelligent communinies.  The Bar, Clergy, Judi-
ciary and Parliament, are iustitutions of whose
claims to our reverence and respect we are fre-
quently reminded; but these iustitutions could
uot be waintained in their integrity and entivety
—s80 far as anything human can be so maintained
—unles a fee press, echoing a free and healthy
publie opinion, watehed over them and directed
their movements == approving and encouraging
them when right, and cautioning and checking
thew when in error. It would be tolly for him to
deny  that  the press  sowmetimes  committed
grievous errors itselt. It would not be 8 human
institution if the case was different.  There is no
such thing as pesfection i any walk or profession ;
and if the conductors of the press elaimed eredit
for perfection, their nsefulness would be diminsh-
ed by their becoming objects of ridicule.  All that
he claimed for the Press was, that if it sometines
went wrong, it eftener went right, and that it was
more of a blessing thau au evil to society. Mr
Whelan then alluded to the present condition of
the press in the United States, which, he regret-
ted to see, in many instances, was put under the
hewl of o mibtary despotisin.  To be sure, he said,
that in many places, w that anhappy country, |
the press still gave out the thnlliug toses of a '
free aud independent people ; but if the Generals |
in all the Military Departments hated the voies of
treedom ag some of them did, and were as unseru-
lous in suppressing it, such a thing as a free press
woild be unhnown to the United States.  Phat

|

would be legion. At present, 1 admit that the
voice of publie opinion in this Colony 18 agaiust
this vital question ; but 1 believe o wy conscienes
when it is fairly put and explained to the people,
they will see the benefits and advantages to be
derived from a Union.  The schoolmaster, thank
God, is abroad ; knowledge is spreading; men
are reading aud thinking, and betore long the
clouds of ignorance and prejudice will disappear,
and the people of this Island will come to the
conclusion that if they wish to advance their
wutual interests—if they wish to protect and
preserve their glovious rights and privileges which
we have inherited from our fathers, and which
we hope to hand down unimpaired to our child-
rens” children, they will raise their voices in
favor of joiing the Confederacy of British
Aweriea, which will number four millions of
free people, who, with the protecting influcnees
of that tame honored flag which now waves over
us, will be enabled to bid defiance to any foreign
power that might attempt to crush our liberties,
and deprive us of our nationality. -

The Monorable PATRICK WALKER, First!
Viee President of the Club, then rose, and in a
few bappy remarke, proposed the health of the
Honorable Colonel Gray, whose zeal in promotiing
the objeets of the Socicty, he felt assured, received
the admiration, and would contimue to enlist on
his behslf the gratitude of every member of it.
The Hon, Mr. Walker's toast having been drunk
and applauded to the echo, the Hon. Col. Gray
rose and spoke as follows :—

THE GREAT FEDERATION QUESTION.
Myr. Vice President and Gentlemen:

I assure you it is with the utmost gratifi-
eation | thank you, not only for the houor
you have conferred upon me, but for the
handsome terms in which you, Mr. Viee
President, have coupled my nume in propos-
g it.  Whatever litde service it has been
inmy power to render to the Club since its
formation, has been more thaa repaid to me;
and whex | consider the amount of respecta-

!bilny and intelligence which its members

Rooms, in the Lower |

ltiml-. not oniy the o™
Noylh A ml-ru'.’m l‘ol..l::\.rh;:"“ the Brig;
{ Britain. ] wonla Tather .lmvetl Of Line
|ne I have a strong ohjection to g YoUsed
desirous to ilupu'«i Wy own o I
|any gentleman who WAy dffe
| have every respect for all who 3
Ilult whllg I accord to them ‘]‘,rr"::‘.' .
fonly desire :he right of & citigey ‘:hm’l.
|my own, and in so doine, . ex
{ Mr. Vioe President .,:|l¢:.:‘!lld"kwg':‘
l;(‘gilrd any l(:lm:rvmionu I make o'
rom your President, or fro
| at this moment occupy A u::, ::“:;Nq
I tive, but only ns cwanating froy b,
citizen among you. * plain
In approaching this question |
placed in a somewhat novel mﬁ‘
the objections | have heard agaj 2 for gy
80 utierly untenable, and begy .'?.m
the question, that, as a gentleman on

to me a few days ago, it is hﬁu

v
Piniovy ‘: "
T from g,

luy

negative. Let me, however, .
objections.  First, a g ® the
field asserts that farmers from UM’ 0 the
complain they are ground dows Canag,
and therefore he argues that Pringg —
land in the Union will suffer ;..‘.'NL
Finding out, doubtless, that 5..‘!
against himself, as | will shoy y.“\
he flies off at a tangent and m‘
Prince Edward Islami remembey h'&h
Cape Breton.” — The second oy o
forward and exclaims, ** Union will be
us; we will have to pay enormogg 4
build expensive fortifications j
Jook at Quebee and il it has e o8:
third gravely asks, ** What do we gety
we get a8 much as we ivo?"-h.&
remarks, **Oh! Prince Edward will
nuve mnulnctori‘u; we have ng coal
And another, ** [f we people wy,
aroad or a bridge, how e!:“m N:
liament in Capada know our want”
Mr. Vice President, the taxation in [J
Canada is not laid on the people by the (;
vernment. The taxation is done ol
assessment. The peopk tax lh&.‘,
municipal boards; oue diatrics may levy i
thousand pounds for improvements,
the adjoining dietrict does not pay .':
thing. We all know what a count
Canada has become ; they have
their noble neighbors; they are & jo-abyg
people; and although the minority LU T

ble, yet they are happy and pi

yond a parallel. Now, to Mw
gument goes against the ebjeetor, is
clear to us all that if the farwers of

ot
Canada, with a population of one TE
ok

™5

willions, are already beavily taxed
Municipal Poards, they are nos li
tain any Gover t which will
general tax, and which is the only tax whg)
the Maritime Provinces, including this .

land, could ever come under. Asty
Breton, k have made enquirics >
well informed on all regarding it. 1

refer you to an ictelligent and trnnn"
authority with whom 1 lately spoke on iy

point, the Rev. A. McLean, of Eldon, fjy
will prove to you that Cape Bretn basy,
reason o lament being the fourth F‘
Nowa Seotia.  Bat §deny shat there js thy
least analogy between the two cuses, Uape
Breton  winited to Nova Seotia N
separate Governor or Legisiature, and Prnes
Edward Jsland united in o Foderal Union,
retaining her Governor and both Houses of
Parliament.
To the sceond ebjpction } woﬂ‘q,hu,
friend, ) fear you are off your bakewe wheo
ou discuss the sewence of wmilitary defence.”
{l I turn to my honorable and learned friend
on my left (Mr. Haviland) and arges wish

him the eomrnnu'u werits of Coke or
Blackstone ; if | attempt to shew chat the
«*First Institute’’ of the former is inferior to
the ** Lawyex’s Farewell to his Muse" of the
latter, | think he would deens me somewhat
presumptuous.  Surely, then, o the otk
hand, L may be aliowed to form an opinios
on a subject which has been to myself &
household word all my life. Every og,
ought so know that the science of Military
and Naval Defence has changed so much in

the last ten years that if those old veteram,
Cohorn and Vauban, with such naval heros
us Nelson,Duncan and Jervis, werego

their graves, they would indeed be astomshed,
—although if old Benbow eolﬁhi‘m‘
shrewdly suspeet he would Some s

orters ’nmuﬁ:c us in this Islaed. The

Jefences for the Provinces will not oo

sist of expensive fortifications of masonry
as of old. Where would such fortifications
be under the fire of a few three bundred
pound Armstrong guns? You ask what de-
fences will be needed, should that hour of
trial arrive, and our elder brother prove un-
kind? Come with me and view that stapen-
dous work of art, and a nation’s gratitude,

-

the press has been violently put down by force of | FePTesent—when 1 refleet upon the distin-
arm, i many iustances, 1 unquestionable; and | 8Wished post you have conferred upon me, it
that circustanee shews that there is no security |18 an assurance that the individual w ho sae-
{for free discussion in the eountry referred to. | rificed much which most men would prize,

It was in the Army of the United Kingdom Ihull When the press violates the law — when suciely | to return to his native land to cast his lot

Moore, Aberevombie and Lord Clyde earned their
fame; and we lind in the United Nuvy suneh names
as Dunean and Dundonald.  He wounld tire their

i rendered ansecure by its attacks on all consti- among hs own people for good or for evil

tuted authority, the tribunals of the law should
Ibring it to correction in the same WAy as any | would vot as this moment be elevated to the

patience, he sid, were he 0 attempt 0 wawe the | privateindividual would be brought. Mr. \\'hrlu?l e of your President,if you did not, one

Englana. We find thew, ke suid, nt the Bar, in
the House of Cammaons, us Peers, leaders in British

any Scotsuen Who owed their snceess and repn- | hen referred at considerable b land all, believe in your hearts that he is one
2 dirocsly 10 the E'uion of their gonutey “.l"h I Uien veferved at considerable length to the Inter- , y

eolonial Convention at Quebee.  He smd that pe W10 Will never fur any  tamptation in the
thought it was a great mistake on the part of the | POWET of man to bestow, hreak his stern re-

Commercinl enterprize. divecting the atfiirs of the | public wen, by whose influence the Conferenece [solve to be true to the country and people

nntion at bowe sudoabroad ; and as private indi l wascopvened, W deerde on baving its deliberations 50 dear to him.
|

viduals prosecuting many callings fron which, hag
for the Uniou, they would be debaired.

Muy we | uitted to the discussions af the Conterence, the

I have been asked by some
kept secret: Had the Prexs, smd he, been ad- |of our members to cay s lew words on'tlse all

engrossing subject which sgitates at this

which strikes the aye on entering the harbour

of Boston, and ask what was accomplished

on the ground over which it rears its colossal

head in one short summer’s might by raw

militinmen, by the brave but wholly inex-

perienced young men. the sons of lln? country;
and which took an army of Britain's sternest
veterans, the greater t of the next day,
with a loss of half their number, to disposs-
ess them of. Or let ws tarn to Fredericksburg,
where the other day a few thousands st .od
the shock of one of the largest and finest
atmies the world has ever seen, and scattervd
them to the winds. Let me say, then,
the defences for the Provinces will not
be expensive fortifications, — the pickaxe
and the shovel, in the haods of the brave
sons of the soil, with stont hearts and steady
arms, will be the defences we mneed, if
Britain is to aid us with her fleeis and her
armies. If you wish aathority for what 1
say, read the Report of the Inspector General
of Fortifications, War Office, Loudon, who
has been for the last two years in America,
by order of Her Majesty's Ministers, to re-
port upon our defences. So wuch for the
cry of being taxed to build expensive fortifi-
cations.

To the third vhjector I would say, if we
are to regard union in a literal pounds,
shillings, and pence view, 1 confess | do not
wish to argue the point. What would he
say if he came to wme und asked me to join in
building a large Hotel at Stanhope, w hold
the crowds who, as soon as we are one people,
would come flocking in upon asfor a sumwer
residence ; und | replied, *< Oh, yes: I'll
subscribe a thousand pounds. Now shew me
how much 1 am to receive.” Mr Vice Pre-
sident, 1 look to the future; 1 look t> our
children, 1 look at those little ones now
pleading to our hearts—how many fathers
among us are slaving and striving to serape
together a few pounds to leave their children.
Far better, ten times more profitable, to
bequeath them the bright inheritance of &
great, a rising country. Lock at our young
men ; look ata Thompson, a Shaw, a Nichol-
son, who have just won the race surpassing
the whole of the youth of all British Amer-
ca. Lf they now had this field, the first offices
in the State would be theirs! And what
chance have they now? What has any of
us to look to in our marrowed and prostrato
condition? Bat if we come to the pounds,
shillings and pence, 1 will shew you what
we can get. llere are my figures—let any
gentleman ask and I will shew them — let
him see are they true.—llere, you will find,
L take the vary liberal expenditure of 1863 ;
I give a sum equal to fifty thousands pounds
per annum “out of which the Local (;‘uvern-
ment pays thirty six thousand, the General
Government fourteen. Sun-l{ the same sum
which sufficed our wants in 1863 will do for
us till the next decade. We then have the
sum of £18,999, or say nineteen thousand
pounds, which, at five per cent, represents &
sum of three hundred and eighty t.ho\:und
pounds, at the sole disposal of the Locsl
Government of this Island. My honorable
friend on my right (Mr. Coles) compluina
that a sum was not given by the Conlerence

t Prince Edward lsland, to buy out the
claims of the Proprietors. When i :ut the
nance

question to the Prime Minister and -
Minister of Canada, what was thur'reply !
« Wiat would the people of the Lnn.nl;w
and other Provinces say if they‘ ':)ml’.:m::
taxed to give a special gran
Edward Ifl.-md rurptm hundred thousand
pounds?  Why, you have already got !tl;:l;:
the liberality of the Convention morewh“
will pay for your l;ndudlqroe_?ver. v
ean you expect or desire.

Il(‘:‘;eu'. Mr. \'icgel'raudenc and (aontlem:n.
the Government of the day can take l;:l
three huudred and eighty umuundvpu}m;‘..
and buy up the Junds, and bring n n-m“
grunts (o cultivate them : OF say C¥eh BEG
hpndred and Gty thousand were u:‘t:d -
ouit, another six thousand @ year adde
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