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The Customs Of Christmas

out a candle-lit tree. | Among the world’'s more ‘
Christmas Eve is for German usual Christmas customs is that/
childern the most eagerly awmtgd of the Yugoslav housewife sprink-|
« s gyrate through the streets night of the year. !"or their festiv- ling the tablecloth with wine so
As the men of the villase have ities begin that night when they that a guest who happens to
done for 800 years, they act out are permitted o sather roux_ld their
ths story of St. George and the brightly-lit tree and see their pres- be a-hamed. For in that country
dragon. ents. L /it is no disgr_ce to get drunk at|
This fantastic ceremony is per- In their love of the (hflSImasl‘Chrlslmu.
f dmed by farm labourers, who tree. the 0?"“‘{“5hﬂre :l't‘c"'[“&‘".“! Another Yugoslav custom is for
speak their parts in an ancient sly perpetualing ‘fe Nt ¢ir | children to bind their parents (o]
Anglo-Saxon dialect handed down pagan ancestors for l“ "’:‘ th¢  chairs and release them only when |
by father to son over the centuries. tree was the l?“.ﬂﬂpaodlew‘gr“sgglven their presents. |
Quriously none of the mummer s.)l}lbol.uf the Nordic g en. | In America garlands of ever-
know why they should re-snact the  Since®the ann_re. LPDFOI" .Sﬂlsl;q |gree and holly on the front |
story of St. George at Christmas- | a lree 1:1 muda_u Castle in 1t | door symbolise goodwill from t_heﬁ
e gl S, e G, S S whle
; . b s mas tree has : “of [in the West of England such a
(h:’hg:,rl:mf;l‘}al:{k;-:o“::' 1‘:41:::?:1 festivities in England. His action wreath is intended to keep the '
place among Christmas customs had its repercussions in America, | devil out and good luck in.
the world over - Christian, tradi- too. Foda)" Arlr'\]erlcatn :el:le:‘ vil:‘ At Queen’s College, Oxford, on!
have their origins in the forgotten with one another (o =& l:r u» Christmas morning the feast of
past. their - city ’;‘”‘:‘rﬁl’he‘;; '.fn |the boar’s head is celebrated.
In contrast is the recently-naug- trees. arount WO Rt o % |For centuries the Provost and!
urated custom of the arrival of the carols. Reco eight so Ia | Fellows have walked in solemn

By David Bamping ’
At Chr.$tmas in the Hampshire
village of Overton the hooded danc-

knock over his glass need notied in Bethlehem.

Page 14. The Guardian Saturday, Dec. 22, 19 stopes down behind the village # confirm or demy the story and,|ustfl the year 30 when Constan- ‘ > 9
. Jows, Dewmg : 330
: 1956 u:e. gl;‘mw Poor ‘.bm was ! since Joseph and Mary were driv- | tine determined to erase what he‘olm?‘mue e-meh\vl?h'the ar.
h f h' i l;te-; wmﬂ“‘w ] ﬂ;t uwwt:-mugnne;: mevcd!obelndombhmhemy rival of St. Jerome. Jerome wag,
The SfOI’Y Or Bet ehem men empgmium-lnm-mcmuuudyeanm-amm:nmx““'mm“ oo
‘ cance of Christ’s mission by mak- | tives in the village. -
No one knows for how many he did not as other kings had done ing it clear that it was to ordinary | Little more is heard of Bethle-

men that the angels chose to re-
veal themselves.

There is, too, a story to the'ef-
fect that Christ, in fach was a
descendant of David and Ruth. If | mystical,
true it would establish an interest-
ing continuity both in the history
of the Bible and the history of Beth-
lehem.

The records do not, however,

thousands of years men have liv- glorify his native village or
bour to build it into a m{‘gﬁ;
It Is strange, in fact, that Beth-
lehem never did become an im-
portant town.  From its hill, it
commands {@ great plain and a
main road.'To a military tactic-
ian, it bristles with possibilities-
(Once, indeed, in a remote per-

It was there - a tiny triangle of
stone houses spreading easily ov-
er a limestone hill six miles from
Jerusalem on the roatl to Jerus-
alem - when Moses led the Jews
out of Egypt.

An ancient people, still ?ltly dtl‘":'.l
ly known to Archaeologists, had iod never properly
:amed it Ephrata. The Jews, when  Philistines ':lid m?"mm' d\e&e
they came to the promised land, #1t does not, however, seem to lnvé
named it Bethlehem or house lof lasted long.) ok |
bread. They did not, apparently, ' The explanation
reflect long over the choice of it was set apart. m,hb:km::
BAIRS. | the Boo" of Ruth, as least, it

1t appears to be a simple trans- had a spiritual o
lation of old Ephrata. | was not to be tampered with [

Perhaps the name came origin- At the time of Christ’s b-lrth
ally from the richness of the corn-| David or even Ruth would have
fields on the field below. There been quite at home in the, village.
was always bread in Bethlehem. | Christ, so the story. goes, wai

It had not changed at all by born in a manger located in a
the time of the Book of Ruth, one| cave (the New Testament is not
of the literary gems of the Old clear about the cave) while, in
Testament. The Book of Ruth is a| the nearby fields, according to St
imple moral tale — the story of | Luke angels appeared to “certain

Christ was born:

A CHRISTMAS CAROL"

{Dickens)
Starring Ronald Colman

Over CJRW Summerside
L]
Christmas Day, December 25th at 3:30 o'clock

and on
Christmas Eve at 7:30 a half hour of your favorite

u " 200 ft. | procession to the gr ing hall |
Three Wise A\h\'{{m‘ ’l.t:~m\na..le.~ - Belgium and France, while v“m\‘v’nrhilgs old carollg:r.et ‘:{::);g Thtt
by air frurfl ,“\lf(i) A forsaking their traditional New | poar's head, roasted and stuffed |
Even ?‘al(l'_’ll"‘,‘.; ': { ,w,”.[' Year festivities, are becoming with a. apple in its mouth, fol-|
it seems, are childrct I“” for Christmas-tree conscious and are |lows, held high on a silver dish. |
when it comes to m*.‘\y”.““,‘] Ay increasingly adopting English or  This was the E lish 's tra- |
when they arrive (0 e ""’ ‘half Germa.. Christmas customs. | ditional Christmas dish long be-
or of the celluloid cify on ,:‘ @' In  Brittany and  southern ifore th turkey arrived from ac-
of their President they oot “I France, however, the custom of ross the Atlantic and is believed
ed in robes more slamorois “,"?1 burning the yule log still holds to be a relic of paganism from
the Magi were ever likel vl ea | sway - as it does in the northern the time of the Danish conquest
They wear golden ns and parts of Italy and Spain- |in the seventh century.

In Denmark today - as in the|

carry an outsize In stars § A belief held in common is that
And Christmas being ah0'® &% the ash from the log has somerest of Scandinavia - fish forms |
a children’s festival. they ""”f, miraculous powers. The Breton be- | the chief item on the yuletide
laden with sweels and all RINAS poves it ensures protection from 'menu. |
of gifts. ) lightning. The Italian and Span-| The Danes follow this by eat-|
On the qther side of the ' iard never fear hailstorms when ing a rice pudding which has a
:,n Atuitraha. lahn lhru\lrln«:“" ,"‘-f"r“ they have some of it in their |bitter almond in it. The finder‘

as taken on the hallmark 00 ¢ ocket. is guaranteed good fortune.
nnc.ieut tradition is l]‘e‘ll’l?il:l\['\‘ p The ceremony of burning the, The Serbs hide a lucky coin in
of ““Carols by Candlelig! yule log varies from country to their cake - like the lucky charms|
Two decades ago an Ausialisd {ouniy” In southern France the|in the English Christmas pudding
radio announcer thought up 1€ g6 family go ot* on Christmas | - while Rumanians bake cakes|
idea with the aim of helpins < *)*\ Eve to collect it. Wine is poured made in folds symbolic of Christ‘;i

children. To his surprise no {eW€r' gyer it and, as it burns, the head swaddling clothes. ’
than 10.000 people gathered <4t of the family calls for a blessing In the Tyrol roilk Is left out|
dles in hand, at - rinces Bridge the on the house. | when the household go off to mid-
| k) Melbourne, to sing f¢ "In  ltaly blindfolded children |night Mass on Christmas Eve -|
“nivourlto cz{oz 'e_\;hm;t eir a n‘- beat the burning log, and then|2 gift for the Child and Hxs‘
e.ri“n'l a!; gld vev‘rlam”""e’ the whole family sing an AveIM‘“her' . |
"N(:rwgm n Cehr'l ”"E £ composed especially for the oc-| But what ab(:ut St. Nicholas,
ek l.Yxearr}t'er o{xs.m"z:i"m\‘e ;“u:: casion. or Santa Claus? He makes his
take p:rt in the co.’re'mom;3 apnd: Anolhen i R e P et 6’!‘!::'
geuuts nr:lstl travel the world to lcnr\lf)fipr:‘;ﬁ:;m:: lfh;hall“g:m orlchildren welcome him |
Amc‘o‘:lnz.lrable athering of the putz to the Germans and Ger- (fioxi' - ar;rlval mteans " early;
faithful cpan onlvgbe seei in the m:';_:ﬁmeriuans. ted by St “One of the more el |
A ° ; e custom was starte y .

famous St. Peter's Square outside prancis of Assisi, who in 1223 set ' .

the Vatican. up a nativity scene which ln-%"me of vear ls the arrival of
Apaaing o cntes we e 00 8 " S 10"y churcn ot Ml 1 b 8 g
P B ewlohem. Yet candles have I Grecclo, ltalg, to show how| ey e sl Tah e
a be elem. LA et Christ was deprived of all com- |\ g tMix go"l ats resem-
played nhargeh palthm it m:; forts at His birth. ‘mmg hs?h?eh galss windows

worship t rm;g m&tht t: a;‘n.‘.?rne‘ The most elaborate cribs can| w}l‘lzf l? Cl candles shine.
particularly in ristmas ce be seen in Italy, not only in the g |e° ang! x}g up ndstockmg is
mg‘g‘rl;:t;olic of Christ, the Light ¢hurches and private homes but | Basque. aad Duten childres  put
of ths World, they are said to have %0 10 b.a':!‘s""h"‘“ stores and | heir shoes or sabots on the
ay ‘ations. | windowledges into which the|

vorld

and much-

ancient
t b e | many European countries.

monies in Switzerland at

been adopted from Roman and "% .
Hebrew customs. w‘-‘"} g"‘;h"“’r‘.’“red “‘;h ;"“’}‘;"}“’}Three Kings can put their gifts.
Certainly candles were essential ‘_:'”’_"3‘ e lgur:s of the Holy ~ Christmas boxes are believed
Family, the shepherds and the (o be of pagan origin, the practice

to many pre-Christian ceremonies. il Ty T Theie finely car- | of B -

The Romans used them to sy mbol- " )
ise the return of the sun to earth ved features, are elaborately ‘the Roman Saturnalia and Nordic
in their great Saturnalian festival dressed with clothes. | yule festivities.

Farmers in Northern Europe| The Christian custom can be|

which took place at the end of

spend the long winter evenings | traced, some belie t
ecember. v S Rl q , ve, to the
DJows still celebrate Hanukah, or repairing ll]glr cribs, which some- boxes into which sailors and

E times contain so many figures | travellers on long sea voyages

the Festival of Lights, with candles

that a whole room is filled with [put thanks offerings to the monks

commemorate their victory for
'r‘()'lisziuus freedom won on Decem- them. o for saying Masses for the safety
ber 26, 165 B.C. On that day Judas In _ many pa. '0' Germa![‘v, of their vessels. These were pre-
Maccabeus succeeded in cleansing -‘\"-“_““’- .Ilaly and South America |sented to the monks at Christmas.
the Temple Th Jerusalem after its there are clubs where children| The custom of opening the
learn to build their own cribs,|““poor box” by the parish priest

profanation by the Jews' Greek
overlords.

The early Christians used candles
for their secret services in the

being encouraged to use their im-|on St. Stephen's day, December
agination in producing different|26, and the distribution of its con-
styles and shapes. |tent to the needy has added an

Americans of German descent extra day, Boxing Day, to Eng-

| Bethlehem in order to be with her | flocks by

|but” it was an arrangment, ap-|tirely unlikely that the shepherds

eagerly, | him and no man, at first, dared.

One of the more elaborate cere-|and important family, did dare — |
this | because he had faith in the right- |

a young widow who returned to | poor ahe:l;::d; watching their
‘s
husband’s people and who toiled& For reasons which aré now dif-
“amid the alien corn” to support ficult to follow, the chroniclers of
her mother-in-law. | Christ’s birth seem to have gone
Life in Bethlehem, we learn out of their way to emphasize the
from the story of Ruth, was good | poverty of the situation.
and the complicated mores of the The cave, in the limestone, was
people it described served to lay | mo doubt simple enough and no
down a practical code of morals, doubt it was used by the thrifty
by which man could live with man villagers as a natural stable.
with a minimum of friction. But St. Luke appears to have|
It seems curious, now, to think been misled about the ‘‘poor
of the rich and important’ Boaz shepherds.” Historians are con- |
marrying Ruth in order to do his | vinced that, then as now, the fields |
duty by his deceased brother — | were rich and grew corn. It is en-|

Christmas Carols featuﬁng Perry Como, Joni. James
with orc'hestra under direction Jackie Gleeson.
Sponsored by The Guardian Publishing Company

parently, which served well. | were watching their flocks just
Ruth was the great grandmoth- there.
er of David, the greatest of the! More likely they were watching
Hebrew kings and nearly, perhaps  their flocks on the hill which|
the greatest of the Hebrew poets. = =
It was from Bethelehem, the
village of his birth, that David went «
forth as a water boy on the dread-
tul day that Saul and his men fac- |
ed Goliath and the Phili§tine Ar- | '
my.
Goliath dared any man to face

hristmas is here
Best wishes for
and we wish you the very
David, the youngest, smallest | a very Merry 1

| and least impressive of a large! best the season offers —

Christmas to all}
peace and happiness!

ness of his cause and he believed
that God would see him through. |
The same sense of security and
of the fitness of things which runs
through the Book of Ruth seems
to have infected David. |
Perhaps he understood that the,
simple community in Bethlehem
was better left undisturbed. In
any case, after he became king, |

T |

The Bell Book Store
SUMMERSIDE

shay © value) - and, of course,
the pleasure in giving one-

NOTICE |

All back taxes owed Alber-
ton South School No. 123
must be paid by Dec. 31 !

Family Bakery

properties

’ Central St.

otherwise the

concerned will be sold. S'side

By order of Trustees.

-ombs
ROFH::::\ Claze;;em\r";:’rmus sources the in I’_vnpsyh'ania g0 pulz-visi_ting\land‘s Christmas holiday.
trad:tion has spilled over into the at Christmas that is, visiting| Regardlesg’ of how presents are
present and, especially at Christ- one another’s homes to vlew‘e'xchanxed. the fact remains that|
mas, are connected with some  their friends cribs, which might|life would be bleak without the|
charming customs. contain hundreds of figures, fan- plea‘sar;t anticipation of receiving|

In country districts of Treland ciful landscapes, waterfalls, bri-| 2 Christmas box (whafever its
people believe that on Christmas dges, fountains and,' sometimes,
Eve the Christ Child walks through Wwhole villages.
the land. So candles are placed | T
in the windows to guide him on
his way. |

In Austria and Hungary the
same belief is carried a step fur-

ther. Doors are left open <o that,! :
if weary, the Infant Saviour can Only bulbs on the Canadian mar-

enter to rest awhile. ket that will burn for 2,000 hours

Perhaps the most charming use and save the consumer over 50
to which candles are put is in ;

4 percent on his lighting vosts. Get

Sweden and in America's Swedish
communities. When they come to them today at Summerside Hard-
church on Christmas morning they | Ware or send your order to the
fi-d that lighted candles have been Island representative.
placed on every seat to welcome E. H. GORRILLy

them-.
Summerside.

And Christmas  would not be
C?:[an in many countries with-1 ‘
CHRISTMAS IS A TIME OF GIVING

What better gift to the relief of human suffer-
ing? A gift to your hospital is an investment in the
welfare of the community. Your dividend will be in

LIGHTMASTER |

Double life light bulbs are the

May the spirit of

Christmas bless yov

the gratification that comes from serving in time of nd bri
need. Become a member of the Prince County Hos- and yours o ng
pital Century Club for the year 1956 and join the

ranks of the one hundred and eighteen individuals ywmchhopplﬁﬂl'.

or service organizations who have contributed $17,-
000 to assure the continued operation of this essential
institution.

Our final appeal Is directed In particular to those
who desire to assist with lesser contributions than
$100.00. An objective of $25,000 Is required to meet
the annual bonded debt retirement committments.
Your gift can assist in meeting this goal. A listing of §i
Century Club and other contributions will be pub-
lished in the press after December 31st.

May we have the pleasure of including your

name?

J. & S. Store Ltd.

“Infants to Teens”

Grand Opening
BEDEQUE RINK

PRINCE COUNTY HOSPITAL,
Austin A. Scales, President

Saturday night, December
22, 8 pm. Also skating
Christmas night. Admission

|
25 and 35 cents.

BUYING PULPWOOD

Now buying 3'2 ft. and 4 ft. rough
pulpwood also 372 ft. half-barked pulp-
wo_odmurhmnldoycrd. Our yard is
open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. to

i NOTICE

Our poultry killing plant
|will be closed from Decem-

Jenkins Brothers Ltd.
4

f our staff a well earned holiday_ We appreciate deep-
il ly your patronage in the past and we trust you will

'ber 22 to Dec. 26 inclusive. |

NOTICE

. TO OUR CUSTOMERS

For the first time in six years of operation our
taxi stand will be closed from 1 a.m. Christmas Eve
until 7:30 a.m., Wednesday, December 26th, to give

understand our reasons and that this arrangement
will not mean too much of an inconvenience. A
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our
friends.

FLICKER TAXI

I
.,

%
2

ATTENTION FARMERS
IN WEST PRINCE

o

Wishing you
happiness
at CHRISTMASTIMEI!

77,
,”’////,.
"'I/,'a

\
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HANSEN’S MEAT MARKET

SUMMERSIDE

|  Next week being Christmas week our shippers will be
‘loading hogs on Wednesday, Dec. 26th and Thursday
morning at Alberton, O'Leary, Conway, Ellerslie, Nor-
{tham_ and Wellington.

This same schedule will also be in effect New Year's

| week.

CANADA PACKERS LTD.
Charlottetown, P. E. L.

EXTENDING OUR
SINCERE HOLIDAY

ATTENTION FARMERS

IN ALBERTON AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS

Large quantities of hogs and other livestock wanted
weekly.
PAYING TOP PRICES
Loading for Canada Packers Ltd., Charlottetown, P. EL
An Island industry, employing local and Island labour.
Ship your hogs through us to your nearest market and
save $ $ $ $ 8 due to less shrinkage. Hogs slaughtered
same day as car leaves Alberton.

J. W.D. CAMPBELL
ALBERTON - PHONE 71 or 35-3

CARL SHEA
PHONE 97

the cave in which he believed
The Grove of Adonis remained

SUMMERSIDE HARDWARE

WATER STREET SUMMERSIDE

PHONE 3111

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Maq ‘mppine:c ring in your

hol iJaqs— and accompany you

throug’n this g‘aa’ season!

EMMETT'S MARKET

SUMMERSIDE

| We've vnjnl up owr sincerest wishes
‘ for your Merriest Christmas ever!

WILLARD MacDONALD LTD.

DODGE - DESOTO SUMMERSIDE

‘PRINCE EDWARD gﬂno 'MUTUAL

FIRE INSURAN COMPANY
 SUMMERSIDE
T. LELAND LINKLETTER, Manager

\




