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School Plebiscite

Large Majority

Against

In the plebiscite held Saturday
afternoon and evenming, in cog-
nection with School Unit No. 1, the
results show a substantial major-
ity in favour of having the Unit
discontinued. The vote was 350-
220. The only school district that
was_in favour of retaining the
Unit was Central Royalty where
the vote was 93-11. Parkdale show-
ed the sctrongest opposition with a

Unit 1

ers were asked to decide were:

L ‘Do you want School Unit No.
1 broken up, Yes—No.” 2. If
Unit No. 1 is continued, money
may be voted, (a)'as at present
by the trustees with the approval
of the Minister of Education, Or
(b) by annual or special school
meeting as provided elsewhere in
the Act. “Do you wish restoration
of the annual or special school
meetings in the district?”

City Councl Budgets For
$2,173 Surplus Next Year

The estimated revenue for the

at $12.00.

Philippines
Quake Death
Toll Now 432

MANILA (AP) — The death
toll from the worst quake of
the century in the Philippines

By FRASER WIGHTON

Churchill Puts Final
Touches On His Plans To
Hand Over Premiership

of country-wide elec-

tions showed a decided swing in

municipal

dustrial town was crowded for

39 PERSONS PERISH IN FIRE SUNDAY NIGHT!
IN SMALL MOVIE HOUSE IN BELGIAN TOWN

SCLESSIN, Belgium, (Reuters)—Thirty-nine persons
—20 of them children—died here Sunday when a fire in a
small movie theatre touched off a terror-stricken rush to-
ward a lone exit.

Late Sunday night, police battled to hold back more
than 1,500 frantic persons, many of them weeping rela-
tives, who tried to enter a school where the bodies lay.

The little Rio Theatre in this in-
a

old son,
smoke rising on the screen fol-

Francis, said he saw
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Pope, appearing fit and vigorous
after last winter's illness, made
his first Palm Sunday appearance
in two years Sunday. The Pontiff,

Last year on Palm Sunday, the
Pope was recovering from an ill-
ness and was confined to his
chPmbers. Sunday, again con-

79, took part in cer open-
ing Holy Week, held an audienc:
for 1,000 persons and made a long
address.

In the traditional Palm Sunday
rite, the Pope was presented with
two fronds prepared by the Cam-
aldolite nuns from palms of the
Bresca family in Genoa. Since the
16th century, the family has been
charged with selecting palms to
signify on this day the presenta-
tion of palms to Christ on his en-
try into Jerusalem. Three hundred
of the artistic fronds created by
the Camaldolites were used to
decorate Vatican City and

v ing from -his grave illness .of
last December but stronger, he
met for nearly an hour with 1,000
delegates to the World Congress
on Prevention of Work Accidents.

Next Sunday the Pope will ap-
pear on the central balcony of St.
Peter’s Basilica to give his Easter
blessing to Rome and the world.
He also is expected to deliver an
address. Thousands of pilgrims,
many of them already assembling
in Rome, will flock into St. Peter’s
square to greet him. A mass will
be celebrated for them on the
broad stone steps and approach to
the basilica.

Still Seeking-

Amicable

Solution To Arbitrary
U.S. Potato Restrictions

The Canadian Horticultural
Council is keeping in close con-
tact with problems affecting its
vegetable interests and particu
larly those of potatoes, stated Mr.
W. R. Shaw, chairman of the act-
ive national potato committee of
the Council on Saturday. Prompt
action was taken by the chairman
of the committee on thé announce-
ment of the recent U. §. restrict-
lve es inst  Canadi

Zpblato imperts-- and after  Mr.
Shaw had conferred with -Ottawa
officials and leading potato inter-
ests in this and other provinces.
Strong representations were ac-
cordingly made through . Council
channels to Federal authorities.

Postponement of the time of ap-
plication of the order was no
doubt due to contacts made with
Washington and strengthened by a
difficult problem involved in quite
a number of carloads of potatoes
that were ready for shipment in
100 pound sacks at export points,
and which would have had to he
transferred under the order to
other sized sacks.

The  nossibility  of restrictions
uncer the U. S. Agricultural Ad-
justment Act was  discussed at
polato committee  meetings last
fal', Mr. Shaw stated, but it was
not expected that any action would
have been taken at this time par-
ticularly in view of the generous
supplies of U. S. potatoes entering
Canadian markets under a duty
free arrangement. “The time has
arrived,”” Mr. Shaw said, *“when
very frank discussions at the in-

and U. 8. operators would seem
desirable so that this whole mat-
ter of trade and tariff on:potatoes
may be more clearly understood,
and mutual plans be initiated and
presented at Government levels
in order to change a lopsided and
obviously unfair trading arrange-
ment."”

Referring to the results of the
Geneva g{mfercnce. Mr. Shaw ex-
resse ssapaintment
’r:ew Intcrnalim Trading decis-
ions. The general agreement still

(Continued on Page 2 col. 5)

ce Jam Stops
First Freighter

TROIS-RIVIERES, Que.. (CP)—
An ice jam at Sorel Sunday pre-
vented the Manchester  Spinner,
first ocean freighter to travel up
the St. Lawrence this season, from
making the 80-mile trip to Mont-
real.

The transport department ice-
breaker N. B. McLean will make
another try at breaking loose the
tightly-packed ice today.

The 7,850-ton Spinner, which
left Manchester, England, March
24, is bidding for Montreal’s gold-
headed cane, pr tad lly
to the skipper of the first over-
seas vessel to reach the city. She
won the race last year.

However, she has a fight on her
hands this year. A second ship, the
German vessel Ophelia, was re-

dustry level between Canadian

ported in the vicinity of Quebec
City.

over..the,

presiding. As each department
item was presented and moved
for adoption by Councillor E. C.
Johnstone, the respective chair-
men of committees seconded the
motion, and the whole budget was
approved without a dissenting
voice.

The by-laws levying and speci-
fying the rate of assessment on
real estate and personal property
and business occupancy and the
amount of educational taxes were
also read and approved.

The rate of assessment on per-
sonal property and business oc-
cupancy valuation for such civic
purposes for the year commenc-
ing January, 1955, and ending the
31st day of December, 1955, was
fixed at 2.75 per cent of the value
of personal property and business
occupancy as assessed by the As-
sessor of the city.

The amount of educational tax
!0 be paid by every male person
~turned by the assessor in the
Assessment Book for the year
was fixed at the sum of $25.00,
|and for every female thus linted

W. L. Ferry
Drawings Nofi
Yet Ready

PICTOU, N.S. (CP)—Amid re-
ports of layoffs at the shipbuilding
firm of Ferguson Industries here,
company and union officials dur-
ing the..weekend-.
contract calling
heurly increases.
| The agreement also calls for two
|statutory holidays with pay, a
| group insurance” plan, and a 40-
{hour week replacing a system of
|six months .of 44-hour weeks and
six months‘of 40-hour weeks each
year. It was effective April 1.

_ The new basic rate for laborers
is $1.20 an hour and skilled work-
ers get up to $1.70.

Last week the company said it
planned to lay off more than 20
per cent of its staff in the next
two weeks. A refit of the mine-
sweeper Wallaceburg is nearly
completed and work on the new
Prince Edward Island ferry is be-
ing held up because design draw-
ings had not arrived.

The firm employs about 350 at
present but this will be cut to 275,
The yards still have several re-
pair contracts.

Ferguson Industries
biggest employer.

A recently formed industrial de-
velopment committee has decided
to send telegrams to the federal,
and provincial government, in an
effort to get help for the increas-
ing unemployment in this area.

is Pictou's

Nationalists Forecast Air
War For Strait Supremacy

By GRAHAM JENKINS

TAIPEI, Formosa (Reuters)—An
all-out air war for sky supremacy
over the Formosa straits will prob-
¥bly break out soon between Na-
tioizlist and Communist Chinese
forces, authoritative Nationalist
‘:fednae ministry sources predicted
nday.

They said the outcome of the
Impending air combat would prob-
ably be as important for General-
issimo Chiang Kai - shek's em.
battled Formosa stronghold as the

Coming Events

**Rummage ~ Sdle, Salvation
’Army_ Hall, Tuesday, April
p. m.

n"C 'fm‘?. Wednesday nlchtl:
roo N -
April 68 o'clock, ;

*'Grand bingo St. Andrews hall,
Mt. Stewart, ”u:uy April 4, 20

months the Communists will have

DECISIVE CONTEST

aerial battle of Britain that
blocked German invasion plans 15
years ago was for England.

The battle is likely to be pre-
cipitated in about three months if
the Communists launch a pro-
Jected island-hopping drive along
the seven-island Matsu group held
by the Nationalists off the shore
ofIdCommunlsl China, the sources
said.

They said that within three
completed work on two big air-
fields, one at Foochow opposite
the Matsus and another 90 miles

northwest of Chienou. These are |along the mainland coast have
being prepared to handle Russian-

buill MiG jet fighters and light
bombers.

Participation by U. 8. Navy

planes in, the anticipated air battle |tions problem, making necessary
over the Ma

whether the United States accepts
Nationalist arguments that the is-

Normots

. sources said.

tsus depend on

of the

' in |
are an integral part -

defence chain

games, door
“Annual play, Ithmaculate
Conception Parish, w.m-u:i

Thanksgiving hall, April 12th
13th,

*“*Regular monthly meeting Ver-
non Branch Canadian will
be-held at Legion Hall, (
April 4, Special speaker.

**We will be unloading a car of
Shir-#ain feed on Tuesday, April

Used Cars For 89
Cents In Vancouver

U.S. planes to be based here. One
squadron of 25 U.S. Sabre jets has

They maintain that a full-scale
battle for control of the air over
the Matsus would be a decisive
contest for air supremacy in the
entire Formosa straits area.

Defence ministry sources are
convinced the Communists intend
to use the two new airfields to
provide air cover for a drive on
the Matsus. They say 110,000 Com-
munist troops already are deployed
in the Foochow area for this cam-
paign.

POOR COMMUNICATIONS
So far, poor communication lines

kept the Communists from supply-
ing their forces effectively or mov-
ing in Russian heavy artillery for
such an attack, the sources said,
Nationalist planes have hampered
attempts to solve the communica-

a strong Communist air buildup,
If Nationalist planes can keep
their present air control over the
are

area, the sources said they
confident mhc&r?'r‘m::lm would
not go throug! e cﬂnehd
lmpglblous drive on the Matsus.
The Associated Press reported

that U.S. Army Secref
Stevens arrived in T

ther
by turning over more planes to the
Nationalists or by Sending more

been here since February.

3 new|:
for five cent

NEW PROWL CAR
Councillor Gormley, Chairman
of Police Committee, said that a

rented prowl car operating at
night with plainclothes meu uas
been doing good work or ..me

weeks past and it was the inten-
tion to buy a car for this purpose
in addition to the patrol car.

Coun. McCormac, Chawrman of
Street Committee, .aid that his
estimates provided ior chip seal

understooti that such yearly at-
tention would, with a few appli-
cations, bring the pavement to a
substantial state of preservation.
Coun. MacDonald, Chairman of
Light Committee, made provision

of 53 mercury vapor lamps to
provide such improveu lighting
for every block in the main part
(Continued on Page 5 col. 4)

U. 8. COURTS CLOSING
BONN, Germany (AP) — The
U. S. court system in Germany
has virtually closed shop after al-
most seven years of existence.
Jurisdiction over U. S. civilians in
Germany has been handed over to
‘German authorities. A high com-
mission spokesman said Saturday
only three U. S. judges remain in
Germany, in a restitution court in
Nuernberg. U. S. military person-
nel, ‘their dependents and civilian
employees of the armed forces are
tried by military tribunals.

coverage on every street in the,
city already so treated, it being|

in his estimates for the placing|

quake was the Lake Lanao
aistrict in northern Mindanao,
secona largest island of the
Chilippines.

Most of the casualties came
.rom this region, where the
earth crackea - open, stone
ouildings came crashing down

and sleeping villagers were
swepl to their deaths by a
iidal wave. *

Property uamage was in the
millions. The Philippine Red
Cross hurried food, clothing,
medicine. and tents to the
stricken areas.

Two Killed In
Jet Plane Crash

Saturday in an abandoned

senger.

stationed at RCAF Centralia,
miles northwest of here.

on

striped blue siren suit and a pair
of gold-embroidered velvet carpet

LONDON, Ont, (CP)— A T-33
twin jet aircraft of RCAF Squad-
ron No. 420 crashed and explodeﬁ
go
course just east of the city limits,
killing the pilot and a cadet pas-

The victims were identified by
air force officials as FO. John A,
Smith, 20 of London township and
William H. Couldridge, 19, cadg;

The plane came down about 500
yards from the home of the pilot's
father. The aircraft was based at
RCAF station Hamilton, and was

slippers, the 80-year-old states-
man shaped up the official an-
nouncement of his resignation as
prime minister. Unless he has a
last-minute change of mind, this
will be issued officially Tuesday
evening.

As he worked, the latest results

35 Are Injured
In T'rain Wreck

ALBANY, N. Y. (AP)—A New
York Central passenger train
bound for Chicago from New York
city smashed into a rock slide and
hurtled from the tracks beside the
Hudson river just before dusk
Saturday.

More than 35 persons were in-
jured.

The combination Pacemaker
and advance Commodore Vander-
bilt was speeding through a 70-
mile-an-hour zone about 15 miles
south of Albany when boulders
and shale suddenly slid from the
high embankment on the east side
of the main line.

Passengers said the engineer,
W. T. Kelly, 62, of Tarrytown,
N. Y,, slammed on the brakes but
couldn’t stop in time.

FLIPPED END-OVER-END

were counted for the West riding
district of Yorkshire county coun-
[

LOSE MAJORITY
The West riding—-which includes

ing the spectators had of any dan-

ger was when they saw smoke ris-
ing on the screen—'then f(lames
leapt toward us.”

Firemen and rescue workers had

the industrial centres of Bradford,|recovered 39 bodies tvo hours al’ler;
Leeds and Sheffield, as well as the[the sudden fire gutied the mnvie‘
south Yorkshire coalfield— voted | house. i
Saturday in the current round of| As the Rio blazed, firemen

(Continued on Page 2 col. 4)

diesel locomotive flipped end-over- |
end across the eastbound tracks
and plunged down a 10-foot em-
bankment. It came to rest on its
side, facing in the opposite direc-
tion, in about four feet of water
in a river bay known as Schodack
creek. A member of the crew
pulled the critically injured en-
gineer from the water.

Twenty-five of the injured were
treated in hospital but only 10 re-
mained overnight. All of those
hurt had home addresses in the
United States.

Ten cars of the I4-car train
jumped the tracks but stayed on
the roadbed, strewn at craz
angles. The railroad reported that
about 2,000 feet of one track were
ripped up and about 500 feet of
the second track. Traffic was re-

The leading unit of the double-

routed. :

drenched unearby buildings to keep

the flames from spreading and
barred all traffic from the main
stroet outside.

Oiher firemen and rescue work-
ers made frantic attempts to fight
their way through the flames into
the building and bring out survi-
vors. But the fire took a deadly
toll despite their e (s,

HOLD BACK CROWD |

Police had to hold back a hor-|
rified crowd outside the smnulder-i
ing building as bodies were
brough: out Sunday night. Many
parents whose children had heen
attending the late afternoon show
broke into hysleria in the street.

Ambulances took the bodies to
a nearby school which was con-
verted into a morgue.

The blaze started at about 4:45
p. m., with the 300-seat house al-
most full, and the theater was in
ruins within half an hour.

Police said many Italian and
Belgian children were among the
victims. Mostly they came from
families of workers in the indus-
trial town.

Francis Romoux, who was in the
theatre with his wife and six-year-

o——

$10,500,000. (CP Photo).
By GERRY MARTIN
Canadian Press Staff Writer

planes thundered over and ileek

navy ships glided under, the new

Angus L. Macdonald bridge link-
Halifax and Dartmouth was
fally opened Saturday.

The widow of the late premier

a routine training flight,

"

abutrhent to abutment. The total
length of the Vancouver bridge is
eet,

DARTMOUTH, N.8, (CP) -..As|5978 f

Mrs., Macdonald called the
bridge ‘‘a dream come true.” She
was referring to the many occa-
sions when premier Macdonald
visualized 'the bridge and its many
benefits in his speeches.

P AND GOWN

Sth. Ve 1 iate  you The AP quoted Stevens as .| Magdonald cut the ribbon to send|CA
get: '« ;ou':ul; iediate  supplies condition and newly » ing he hndq “no spegial ot the first traffic across the $10,500,-| The premier once said: ‘“This
the  *'you can arrange it. We|five gallons of gas J: in his visit to Formosa. ever, |000, nearly mile-long suspension |structure will cap um one
wi' siry a com| stock of all| Total price to two lucky | prig .Gen, Harold Grant, deputy |bridge. of the world’s finest »
ﬁev‘hinrmmuknmmmmum;ommnm of the US. Sth Afr| The second longest in the Brit-| A ‘crowd of 25,000 jammed both
our Fr+? inance Plan, Phone for |drawn from & hat, was $1.60|Force, is here, and Gen. Earle|ish Empire, surpassed only by|ends of the bridge, in brilliant sun-
delivery I road conditions are n#‘ -w- o M o6 Partridge, chief l«;l c?: US. Far {,hmwm brld'f‘e '"yev.::c?n" ¢ 'o'r"?rf‘. 3':‘{':':1" ':erou in the wm
orab autos were East Air Forces, e was three ) c otorcade. Late
{a<ovable, E. J. MacDoogal, Ver-| 1 Eas : e e tiing "and o 4410 foot 'lrem |ihe bt siceanss of socsle s
P 7

were crossing and the lights of
automobiles and yellow bridge
lghts cast a glorious reflection
upon ccalm harbor waters.
Premier Henry Hicks paid trib-
ute to the foresight of premier
Macdonald in his opening speech
and said: ‘‘The bridge was a fine
symbol of engineering achieve-
ment coming at a time when many
of our ideas are for destructive

purposes.”

He figured the cost represented
“'$20 to $25 for e mhan, woman
and child in Nova tia,”

The bridge was hailed by all
the speakers as a great economic
#chievement, the worth of which

would be repaid many times over
in the years to come:

The first sod from the bridge
was turned by premier Macdonald
on March 1, 1952, The provincial
government paid most of the cost
assisted by Halifax city, Dart-
mouth and the county.

It is the third bridge to span
the waters of the harbor and ac-
cording to an old Indian legend
is the last of three bridges sup-
posed to collapse.

The legend has an old Indién
chief cursing the waters of Hali-
fax harbor when he caught his
pretty young wife with a British
naval . The first two bridges

Dream Comes True Wlih Opening Of Halifax Bridge

Mrs. Angus L. Macdonala receives good natured advice from other dignitaries as she cuts the ribbon officially opening the new bridge spanning
Halifax harbor and named after her late husband, -Premier Macdonald. Among those looking on are Lieut.-Governor Alistair Fraser of Nova
Scotia, left; Mrs, Henry Hicks and Premier Hicks. The bridge, that joins Halifax and Dartmouth, was three years in the making and cost

escaped
back de."”

Deaf, Blind Cripple

air guard is formed into' 87 squa-

from the theatre by a

Is Fataily Burned

MONCTON, N. B, (CP)—Lauris
Leblane, 24, a deaf and blind erip-
ple died in hospital here Saturday
from injuries received when fire \&
swept through his room here.

First chief M. H. McKie carried
the youth from the burning room
where he had been lying, v ~hle
to move. Damage to the house
was reported slight. Cause of the
fire was undetermined.

Yenks Plan
Surprise Alert

WASHINGTON (AP) Al}
ground and air forces of the U. S,
national guard will be mobilized
in a surprise alert soon to test the
speed with which the 340,000 men
can go into action in event of am
enemy attack.

Day and ‘zero hour” will be
kept secret until the last moment,
the defence department announced
Saturday.

Designated “exercise mi
nuteman,” this is the first such
national tesu.

Guard units are in 2,400 cities,
towns and other communities. The

did collapse in the 1890's.

The third bridge is a towering
steel structure built to -withstand
the roughest of wear and the en-
giheers feel that the Indian curse
will have little effect on it.

But just to be on the safe side
John Paul, a Micmac Indian, was
on hand, though he did not take
part in the official ceremony.

Representing the federal govern-
ment at the opening were John
Dickey and S. R. Balcolm, Halifax
members of Parliament. Provin-
cial government, civic and town
officials as well as navy, airforce,
army and RCMP officers also

| pare . :
| such as they might perform in an

i | Scheduled grants from the society

| turbance in the Atlantic about 500

On the élért. units will as-
semble at home stations and pre-
to move out on missions §

emergency.

TORONTO (CP)—The Canadian
Cancer Society opened its annual
funds campaign Friday with a na-
tional objective of $1,805,000.

include $457,550 to 74 cancer-re-
search projects and $52,250 for 189
research fellowships.

Some CHAPS
ARE S0 STEADY-
THEY'RE
MOTIONLESS ¢

TORONTO (CP)—Minimum and ’
maximum temperatures: q

Min. Max.
Dawson ............ — 34
Vancouver . 37 49
Victoria 38 50
Edmonton 20 33
Regina ... 35 50
Winnipeg . 37 58
Toronto . 39 50
Ottawa ... 30 41
Montreal . 29 42
Quebec 24 40
Fredericton .. 24 43
Saint John 27 43
Moncton 26 37
Halifax e 30 43
Charlottetown .. 30 37
Sydney 25 K74
St. John's, Nfld. 25 32

HALIFAX (CP)—The Dominion

weather office here says a dis-

miles southwest of Nova Scotia is
causing rain in southern New Eng-
land and snow and rain in New
York state which is moving east~
ward and expected to cross the
southern Maritimes on Monday.
But the northern regions will not
be affected.

Prince Edward Island: Cloudy
with intermittent mixed snow and
rain beginning aboul noon and end-
ing in the evening; not much
change in temperature; mnortheast
winds 15. Low-high at Charlotte-
town 25 and 38.

Eastern N.B. counties, lower St.
John river valley: Cloudy with in-
termittent mixed snow and rain-
ing beginning this morning and
ending about sunset; not much
change in temperature: northeast
winds 15. Low-high at Moncton 25
and 42, Fredericton 25 and 45,
Saint John 28 and 45.

High tide today at Charlotte-
town at 858 a. m. and 9.04 p. m.
Sun rises at 550 a. m. and sets

were in attendance.

at 6.4 p. m.




