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Ilifficultw Assignment

1t is not an enviable task that faces the
members of the Scnate-Commons Commit-
tee on capital punishment. They have
been commissioned to inquire into the two
main questions: (1) is it ever morally rigat
for the State to take human life? (2) does
capital punishment in fact serve as a de-
terrent to culpable homicide?

The first question has been discussed
ever since the dawn of civilization. Philoso-
phers, moral theologians, ecclesiastics,

Modern Berlin spreads over 341 square
miles of a flat, open plain on the Spree Riv-
er, a hundred miles from the Baltic Sea.
Its site has been a natural crossroads for
both trade and conquest since medieval
times. In early days it was an outpost of
the militant religious order of the Teutonic
Knights in campaigns to subjugate and con-/
vert the Slavs. Later, as the capital of
Brandenburg, Berlin was the nucleus of the
lexpanding power of the Hohenzollern fam-
!il)’. Still later, Berlin became the capital
| of Prussia, and in 1871 it joined the front
‘ranks of international cities as the govern-
;ment seat of the newly formed German
| Empire. It soon grew into the nation’s in-
| dustrial and commercial center, as well as
the hub of transport lines by air, highway,
(rail, river and canal. Its more recent
icataslrophic history is familiar to all. What
does the future hold in store, of promise or
foreboding, for this vital centre of human
"activity?

Eskimo Cities

An intriguing picture of great northern
industrial cities inhabited by Eskimos is cal-

sociologists, reformers, and traditionalists,! Jed up by a missionary who returned to Bel-
of many races and many cultures, have gium from Labrador. He predicts that the
taken part in the debate; but, thus far,!exploitation of the great iron, uranium and
unanimity has not been reached on a plain| radium ore fields will transform the Eskimo

ves or no answer. To make the issue even
more baffling, there are many on both sides
of the controversy who attach reservations
to their convictions. The second question,
while it does not have the moral significance
that is attached to the first, is no easier to
answer. Nor do statistical reports from
the American States where capital punish-
ment was abolished years ago help very
much. Sometimes they indicate one thing
and sometimes another; on an average over
a period of years abolition does not appear

‘people from nomadic hunters to industrial

workers.

It is well known, of course, that the
Eskimo is apt to be a genius with ma-
chinery. Those who have lived in the north
tell how they repair equipment which is
quite unfamiliar. One Eskimo who had
taken down and repaired an outboard mo-
tor explained that he merely noticed where
each part came from and just put it back
the same way.

The change envisioned is, none the less,

to have made much difference in the crime startling. In New Zealand the native pop-
situation one way or the other. | ulation, the Maoris, have adapted themsel-
One thing on which there seems to be ves to modern life with great success. They
general agreement is that in a civilized fill positions in industry, the professions,
State the purpose of punishment, including|agriculture, government and the general
the extreme form, is to discourage crime.‘,life of the country but manage to retain
In no circumstances should vindictiveness: their identity and traditions. In this coun-
enter into it; on the other hand, undue sym- try, on the contrary, the Indian and Eskimo
pathy for the convicted criminal ought not\population has been kept apart from the
to be allowed to obscure punishment's es-:general development of the nation and the
sential purpose. As Mr. Drew recently| prospect of great cities and industries man-
pointed out in the Commons, if there wers'ned by them seems strange indeed.
no murder there would be no hanging.
This elemental fact, among other facts of
equal importance, doubtless will be consid-
ered by members of the Senate-Commons
Committee, who are entitled to sympathetic
and helpful public support in their. difﬁcult;
assignment and plenty of time in which to:
consider the recommendation which in due
course they must make to Parliament.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Summerside's Mayor and two out of
three Councillors have been returned by
acclamation, an easy victory that candi-
dates in Charlottetown are not likely to
duplicate. All indications are for a strong-
ly contested election in the Provincial cap-
ital.

Berlin Today

Diplomats attending the Big Four For-!  Women are being given credit for ex-
eign Ministers’ conference in Berlin are in erting the predominant influence on auto-
a cily that is still only a sprawling skeleton ' mobile design. Perhaps it is only fair be-
of its former mighty self; but they have|cause the automobile, after all, played a
found also a surprising recovery from war's | prominent role in influencing women’s fash-
devastation. In West Berlin industrial pro-|ions. Picture hats, puffed sleeves and vol-
duction has reached almost 70 per cent of  uminous skirts went out when the ladies

.

~ ployment is at its lowest level

the 1936 level. Over 11,000 homes have
been built and 16,000 repaired. Another
11,000 dwellings are going up. From the
more than 70 million tons of rubble that
clogged the streets, Berliners have con-
structed new office buildings, apartments,
hotels, playgrounds and swimming pools.
Most heavily bombed of all German cities.
Berlin was 40 per cent destroyed during
World War II, the National Geographic So-
ciety says. The city provided more stra-
tegic bombing targets than Munich, Leipzig,
Cologne, Hanover and Mannheim combinad.
Heaps of shattered masonry, steel and
glass were piled 30 feet high. Thousands
of buildings were left burned-out shells.
Berlin today is deep in the Soviet zone
of Germany. The eastern half of the city
is occupied by the Russians, the western
half by American, British and French
authorities. There have been frequent con-
flicts over the city's economical and political
administration. In 1948-49, a 322-day Rus-
sian blockade isolated West Berlin. The
Western powers were forced to operate a
gigantic airlift to supply food and fuel to
the twc million residents in the western
sector. Last summer disgruntled workmen
rioted in East Berlin. Soviet tanks, troops
and armored cars were called in to quell
the uprisings. Martial law was declared.
Some 1,500,000 people live in East Berlin.'
In pre-war days the former German,
capital was the largest city on the European
continent. Its 1940 population of 4,355,000
was surpassed only in London, New York
and Tokyo. During the war almost two
million residents abandoned their homes in
this constantly attacked city. At its war-

started getting into cars.

| The existence of refugees Is indeed a
/blot on mankind's political record. The

(record js redeemed in part, howgver, by the

,efforts to improve the lot of those people
i\vithout a country and particularly by the
United Nations convention on the status of
'1'0fugees. Adopted by six countries and
jdue to come into force in April, the con-
vention is well termed a ‘“Magna Carta for
| refugees.”

i L] . »

It is indeed a feather in the cap of
(Island poultrymen that the supervising
| fieldman for the Maritime Provinces should
declare that “a standard of cleanliness and
| sanitation has been set for all Canada by
!‘the chick producers of the Island as weil
| as a wvery high quality in breeding stock.”
In this day of mass production, however,
poultrymen are faced with the challenge of
adding quantity to quality.

The emphasis placed upon the .fostering
of good relations between town and farm

in the address of Mr. Alan Holman, re-
tiring President of the Summerside Board

of Trade requires to be constantly borne
in mind. This Province is essentially agri-
cultural and the municipalities depend upon
a prosperous farmer. This implies also that
the urban population must do everythinz
possible to provide the farmer with_ busi-
ness conveniences and social amenities.

Fedor Mikhailovich Dostoievsky, one of
the giants of Russian literature and one of

time peak, nearly 200 of the leading fac-
tories of Germany, employing one-tenth off
the nation's industrial workers, operated in'
Berlin. Huge plants turned out airplane'
enginss, cables, ammunition, armaments and
machine tools. Electrical goods, clothing, |
optics and chemicals are today the leading
products of West Berlin factories. Unem.
in eight

the greatest novelists of all time, died this
date 1881., He was educated for the army
but early showed a preference for writing.
His first work, “Poor Folk” brought him
considerable celebrity. A perioa of im-
prisonment furnished him with  a vast
amount of material for literary works.
Hard work could not enable him to pay his
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THE CONQUEROB
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How do I know the sea is near?

Too far to glimpse it; too far to
hear

Thundering surf on hard-packed

sand,
Yet into this valleyed, leaf-quiet

land

The sea is coming in wave on
wave

Of thickening mist. The hills en-
grave

And their peaks are lost in the
Profiles of fir on advancing clouds,
dripping shrouds.

Claimed by the s=a without a
sound

Conquered, possessed, the land lles
drowned.

—Eloise Hamilton, in “Wings.”

Old Charlottetown
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VALUABLE STOCK

“

Mr. John Richards, Bideford,
sold one of his thoroughbred Here-
ford bulls to Mr. Edwin Darby,
Egmont Bay, a short time since.
This animal is one of the finest
in his class in Canada, and is
registered in both the English
and American Hereford Herd
Books. Mr., Darby 18 one of our
most progressive farmers, and we
are pleased to note this new ven-
ture on his part, and hLope that
the example he has set will be
followed by others of our well-
to-do farmers....

Mr. John Henry has purchased
from Mr, R. T. Holman the fine
team of greys he cold him five
years ago, Mr. Henry says he will
challerige any team in the Prov-
ince, of the same weight—2,600 1bs. |
—for walking. This is a branch of |
horse training that is too gener-
ally neglected. Quick walking
teams do fully a fifth more work
than slow steppirg ones, and do
it easier, better, and .more satis-
factorily, while it is a greater plea-
sure do do work with such a team.
Draft horses should invariably be
trained to a fast walking gait,
which greatly increases their value.
Taking the prize for the best

walking horses from the exhibition
list is, in our opinion, a serious
mistake,

The Agriculturist, Sept, 8, 1884.

And they that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the!
firmament; and they that turn|
many to righteousness as the stars
for ever and ever.

He Made Life Gayer

(New York Times)

Like Gilbert's collaborator, Ar-
thur Sullivan, Oskar Straus, who
died the other day in Austria at
the age of eighty-three, longed to
be remembered’ for serious music,
but the music he wrote was for
light operas and of that music
what will be remembered is a
dance or two, a song or two, The
end and the Yeginning might be
a song from “The Chocolate Sold-
fer”, an operetta derived from
Shaw's ‘satirical “Arms and the
Man” - The, oalled “My
Hero”. New York City welcomed
“The Chocolate Soldier” in 1909
with a run of 206 performances—
which in those days was good. In
1047 a revival did not do so wel.

But the song survived and even
today the sway and swing of it
get into one's nerves and pulses.
The old Europe died to this song
—and to a few others, including

debts, nor travel, but it produced a series
of immortal novels,

“The  Merry Widow Waktz" and
“Every Little Movement”. German

The

Public Forum

' ISLAND WILDLIFE

8ir-I have seen so many and
tragic sights in Nature's drama
this winter that I thought I would
wyite you about them.
One of the strangest was a flock
of wild ducks on what is now
called Whitlock's Pond. There
were fourteen in the bunch, which
is something I had never seen in
my hunting and trapping exper-
ience. Tney were feeding in a
narrow stretch of water, with ice
that would hold a man on eith-
er side of the atream. They were
in the narrows, as we call it, just
below the forks. What they were
feeding on I don't know,; it must
have been slim rations, for the
bottom is mostly sand. Of course
in the springs and one brook,
there is plenty of water cress and
some grass but the rest of the
brook and the dam js covered with
from two to three inches of ice.
Today I walked up the Black
Brook, as it is called, on the ice
for three miles. I hadn't seen this
flock for the last week, but flush-
ed two out of the spring in the!
brook and saw where they had
been roosting on a log across the
spring. They must have been there
nearly all night, as the snow and
ice where they were sitting was
melted to the wood. I was just
thinking how lucky they were that
a mink had hot come along dur-
ing the night as it would have
been curtains for one of them,
that's for sure.
Another strange thing 1 saw this
winter—just last week—was a
large crane. I never saw one this
time of year before. The first
glimpse I got of him, he was fly-
mg close to the top of a tree
and I put it down as an owl
though he seemed large for even
a large owl, Then following the
brook, I saw his track on the ice
—the ice would hold me now; so
I knew it was a crane. He was
feeding in a spring where I noticéd
his tracks coming out of it and
there wasn't a trout left in it I
had seen quite a few trout there
the day before; I guess he had
cleaned it out. 5
With the weather we are having,
I wonaer if the instinct which
wild birds are credited with is
working this winter, I know if I
could fly south, I would be there.
I have heard that some people
have seen as many as four robins,
and there were never so many
crows around as there are this
winter,
The muskrats have made few
permanent dens, so far as I could
see. ., .just feeding dens full of roots
and that soft water grass that
they eat. The mink are not fol-
lowing the streams like they used
to but are hiking through the
woods, and that is not for lack of

War sang it. Mr, Straus, because
he had written it, and because the
man who could write such a song
in a satire about militarism and
Balkanism was not safe or happy
in Hitler's empire, fled his coun-
try in 1939,

Now he is dead honored be-
cause he took men's minds off
their troubles for a while and be-
cause he remained sane when
others went .mad. Nobody died,
no civilization and no hopes died
because of Oskar Straus's music.
Life was gayer because he lived
and worked.

trout. Last fall while weding in
the Black Brook, I got into dozens
of ¢ hollows scooped out in the
gravelly bottom. I didn't know
what was the cause but after a
cautious approach to one of these,
I saw that it was full of trout.

That's another strange thing for
these waters, for I remember long
ago, at this time of year the
springs everywhere would be alive
with trout. Now very few come up
the springs. My opinion, although
I may be wrong, is that the new
trout may have the instinct of the
salmon, also they are eating the
young of the native trout. This
I think, is a great loss as none of
the new trout come up to the na-
tives in fight or size. A four
pound trout then was nothing un-
usual and two pounders were quite
common, I haven't caught a two
pounder in years.

Another thing I would like to
mention while I am on trout. I
remember, the summer we were
putting in a new bridge above
Whitlock's mill in Upton, that the
fish hatchery men dumped a large
container of young trout in the
pond, just above the bridge. Next
morning I arrived eariy and went
to where the trout had &ien ¢ ==
ed. I saw six wild ducks busy eat-
ing or feasting ou ycu._, . . .
Goodness knows how many hun-
dreds of young trout went down
their gullets, considering the ap-
petite of a wild duck and their’
quick digestion. No ' doubt they
were there at day-breuk, many
hours before I arrived.

I went to the spot, the trout
were still there and almost jump-
ed out of the water when they
saw me, They were looking for
something to eat and, fcllowed me
to the bridge. All day long, the
poor creatures hung round where
we were working,—heads nearly
out of the water, staring at us
with hungry-looking little eyes. I
fed¢ them some crumbs from my
lunch and they lost no time in
catching them.

Now my opinion was, although
I may be wrong, that it was the
worst place in the pond to put the
trout. The water is too deep and
there is no shelter from sun, birds
or animals which feed on figh.
They would have little or no pro-
tection until they got to the point
where the pond widens out, a
quarter of a mile away.

I think the proper place to put
young trout is in the brooks, the
springs that feed the pcor
Brook I have mentioned is from
one to two feet de.p . .
and has many springs that used
to be full of spawning trout in
the fall. In the summer it is com-
pletely covered with jater cress
and shaded on both sides by al-
ders which makec a perfect grow-
ing ground for fingerlings and even
smaller trout. There the mmajority
would have a chance to survive;
not like the ,aforementioned place
where I doubt if one-tenth of the
victims would reach shelter or
safety, or a tenth part reached
maturity. '

Another tragedy of Nature in
this part, even worse than that of
trout, is the almost complete clean-
up of rabbits, grouse, pheasants
and Huns by that four-legged
marauder, the red fox. Especially
is it the case of the Huns around
here, I 'have: never seen one in
the last two months, while in the

and Collision Coverages.
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CAR LAID UP?

If your car is laid up for the winter phone or
write us immediately and we will cancel the Liability

Fire and Theft will continde in force and you will
receive a credit when the car is taken out of storage,
provided it has been laid ‘up for at least two months.

B. H. HUGHES INSURANCE LIMITED

This is the title of a book recent-
ly published by the Columbia Uni-
versity * Press. The authors, EN
Ginsberg and Douglas Bray, were
assdociated with a post-war re-
search undertaking at that Univer-
sity bearing the name “The Con-
servation of Human Resources.”
General Eisenhower was the 'titu-
lar head of Columbia at the time;
the research work itself was his
way of trying-to find out how the
nation could avoid wastage of man-
power through absolute and near
illiteracy.

School and college facilities are
so plentiful and wide-spread in the
United States, and have been for
many years, that it is hard to be-
lieve that at this moment there
are more than two million persons
in that country who can neither
read nor write. It is a fact, never-
theless. That works out to about
one out of every seventy-five ot
the population,

Another fact brought out by the
authors of this book is that dur-
ing the Second World War al-
most 800 thousand of otherwise
eligible young men were rejected
from military service because of
mental deficiency. The great ma-

fall there were several flocks in
the fields I go tnrough. I believe
the fox has caught them all.

An example of what a, fox can
do to a flock of Huns can be seen
by what happened about four or
{tive years ago. I found a box in
i which farmers had shipped chic-
kens. A short distance away a
flock of twenty Huns flew up:
they seemed very tame. I was
nearly on top of them before they
flew. Next day they were there
again and I made a sure count.
This time there were onliy fifteen.
I made the trip every three days
at davbreak and saw Mr, Raynard
with & Hun in his mouth, I knew
then where the birds were gojng.
The next time I fwent by, only
four flew up and I never saw any
more Huns that year, The strange
part of 1t was the flock always
seemed to be in the same place, in
& small clearance beside the road
where the box was.

The next wild creature whose
very existence is in jeopardy is
the rabbit. Nof so many years ago,
you could go through any little
bunch of alder, poplar or any
woods for that matter and it
would be full of rabbits and you
would seldom see a fox track. Now
rabbits are scarce, with none at
all in some parts of the woods. In
faot I have seen only three this
winter, and one was in a fox snare
of mine.
T have seen no grouse or phea-
sants this year. Of course last
year I saw only one grouse and a
couple of pair of pheasants; how-
ever the native partridge are hold-
ing out in spite of cute Mr, Fox.
As 1 see it around here, unless the
number of foxes is drastically re-
duced, most of our small game
birds and animals have a very poor
chance of survival, especially the
imported ones and our rabbits.
The only way in this Province to
catch them is by snaring and by
traps. Polson is out of the ques-
tion, because of the many domes-
tic animals that would be en-
dangered.
One way to get more trappers
interested. would be to raise the
bounty on foxes to five dollars
and coons to three dollars. At the
present time, the money made on
the pelt and the bounty isn't
worth the time it takes to catch
and skin them, The fox is hard
and fussy to pelt and skinning a
racoon is like trying to pull a
headless nail out of the bottom of
& pail of lard. I doubt if there is
& four-legged animal as greasy
and messy as a fat coon,
Undoubtedly, unless something is
done soon to destroy at least part
of the foxes and coons here, most
of our small game birds and ani-
mals will be a thing of the past
and our farmers, at any rate near
the woods, will have even worse
raids on their poultry yards.
Even if theé Government does
ralse the bounty to five dollars, 1
doubt if the treasury would suf-
fer very much, for they are hard
to catch and few if any trappers
would or could make a living at
it. I know I couldnt, although I
‘would be more interested in it
as a side line than I would as a
trapper.

I am 8lIr, etc...

VERNON' L. DAVEY,

autliors of “The

sible distribution
tional process. I suppose that Prag-
matism, like. every other philoso-
phical wind that blows, has its
weaknesses as well

The Passing Scene

By Observer
. “THE UNEDUCATED"

Jority of these were by no means
mentaliy deranged; only a smal
fraction came under that head-
ing, They were simply illiterate
and, therefore, classed as being
deficient,

“ ..

The situation, mathematically
speaking, is not as bad as it was
fifty years ago. The rate of illj-
teracy then was something like
one in every seven. However, ai
that time the large negro pop-
ulation, according to the figures
given in this book, was almost
totally illiterate; now, the negmg
are almost all in the literate cla¥™,
This, of course, makes the improve.
ment in the overall picture a lit-
tle' less impressive than the fig.
ures themselves would seem to in.
dicate.

What the Canadian figures
would show I am not in a posi-
tion to say as I do not haye any
statistics covering the subject. Un-
fortunately, Canadian Universities
do not seem to go into this king
of research as much as they might,
Other sources of information —
census figures, for example—are
not much use. Assuming that our
situation is similar to that of our
American neighbours, and there is
no reason to suppose it is any bet-
ler, there are about 200 thousand
totally illiterate persons in this
country, about twice as many peo-
ple as there are altogether in this
province.

Incidentally, I do not believe that
the per capita rate of 1lliteracy
on this Island is anywhere near
the figures given above, although
I may very well be wrong in this,
Personally, I have never come a-
cross an Islander who could neith-
er read nor write, but then, of
course,. there are many Islanders
whom I don't know. It would be
an interesting subject for inves-
tigation and it should not pre-
sent any great difficulties,

* e o

The conclusion reached by the
Uneducated” i
that “ as a people we have been
until recently little concerned with

our human resources.” It this be
true it Is a serlous indictment of
our interpretation of the democra-

tic idea; democracy presupposes

an enlightened over-all society, In
fact, from the purely democratic
angle illiteracy is the Slate's worst
enemy. It would be a wonderful

thing in a State where only the

rulers were expected to do any
thinking about anything.

How did it happen that there

are in the United States and Can-
ada at least two and a half mil-
lions of otherwise normal people
who can neither read nor write?
The current fashion is to trace
the blame for everything that goes
wrong
trends back to John Dewey. I think
there is no doubt that that kind-
ly and brilliant philosopher con-
tributed, albeit unwittingly, to the

In modern educational

educational melee of tiese days;
mainly, I would suggest, because
of the wrong and half-right inter-
pretations which others have made

of his philosophical views.

Certainly Dewey cannot be

blamed for this particular problem

of illiteracy. If there was one
thing more than another that he
advocated it was the widest pos-
of the educa-

its strengths
(personally, I believe there are
more weaknesscs than strengths
in it), but I do not see how it
can be charged with encourag-
ing ignorance,
Perhaps the real reason, as dis-
tinct from many auxilary reasons,
for the continuance of iMiteracy in
a democratic society, is that we
have come to depend too heavily
on mechanical and material re-
sources and not heavily enough on
human ones. Perhaps it isn't so
much that we are not concernea
with them from the humane point
of view we just don't believe they
matter very much in a day when
machines can do almost anything.
Back of any educational system,
it it is to contribute much per-
manent good to soclety as a whole,
there must be the will to utilize
all the resources at hand.
FIRE INQUIRY ORDERED

AURORA, Ont, (CP)—A special
inquiry was orderéd Wednesday
by the Ontario fire marshal's office
into the $500,000 fire which Mon-
day destroyed part of Aurora's
main business block and claimed
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