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The Potato Tariff

The Federal Government, it is
announced, has sought and received
approval under the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade to re-
negotiae its potato tariff with the
United States. This is what our po-
| tato producers have been asking for
a long time, with a view to having
the present seasonal Canadian tariff
on U.S. potato imports extended
aver the full year. Heretofore they
have received little encouragement
from the powers that be. The Tariff
Board conducted an investigation in-
to the situation and reported to the
Government in November, 1955, but
recommended no specific action. Last
August Finance Minister Harris was
quoted as saving that it would be
fmpossible for Ottawa to induce the
U.S. administration to change the

American tariff on Canadian pota-
toes. Now, at least, the Government
{s going to try.

It may be that the proximity of
a general election campaign has had
something to do with this show of
concern at Ottawa. In any case, our
producers are in no mood to have
this issue treated as a political foot-
ball. They will expect prompt and
energetic action, not just a few empty
gestures. Strong arguments were
presented before the Tariff Board
and these should be brought up to
date and used by the Government
to the best possible advantage.

The $400 Million

President Eisenhower seems as-
sured of Congressional support for
that part of his “doctrine” which
would authorize him to send military
forces into the Middle East at his
discretion to repel or forestall Soviet
‘aggression. Even those Congressmen
) who are not too happy about the
possible implications of this stand-by
authority will probably support the
request; for, as some of them have
pointed out, the President already
has the authority as Commander-
in-Chief to order forces into any
area where he belleves American in-
terests to be in jeopardy; and, since
Congressional approval in this parti-
cular instance is intended mainly for
psvchological purposes they see no
point in arguing against it.

The economic phase of the doc-
trine which would make possible the
expenditure of $400 million in the
Middle East area, to be used at the
President’s discretion, is, however,
being subjected to a good deal of
eriticism: and at the moment it is
hyv no means certain that it will pass
| Congressional serutiny, at least in its
present form. Already some amend-
ments have been proposed which, if
adonted, would undermine the Presi-
dent’s overall plan. There seems to
be a somewhat widesnread view in
Conearess and in the American press
that this phase of the doctrine might
encouraze FEovpt, and some
of the other Arab states in the be-
I'~f that the United States is trying
to buyv its wav into their good
graces; and that, as has been shown
many times in the past. is a cood
way to foster political blackmail on
the part of unscrupulous politicians
of the tvpe of Colonel Nasser.

There is a feeling, too—and cer-
tainlv there is plenty of justification
for it—that there would be.no way
of guaranteeing that the money
would actually be used for the eco-
nomic development of the area. Tt
is more likely that the bulk of it
‘ would go into the personal coffers

of Nasser and his co-consnirators to

- m further their political intrigues.
fact that Egypt already has
ationalized British and French
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would not now be such a dangerous
thing in so many parts of Asia into
which the United States has been
pouring vast sums of money for
several years.

Conquering Disease

Medical science has not yet
brought relief from the terrors of
disease among Asiatic peoples to
such an advanced extent as that
which has benefited Western civili-
zation. However, it is making great
strides in that direction, according
to a report issued by the United
Nations Children’s Fund which works
in co-operation with the World
Health Organization, Food and Agri-
cultural Organization, the Colombo
Plan and other U.N. agencies.

The report says that smallpox,
cholera and the plague have all been
brought under reasonable control.
The present danger comes from ma-
laria, trachoma, tuberculosis, yaws
and leprosy. Tt is estimated that 300
million Asiatics suffer from malaria
to some extent. But, thanks to DDT
and the support given to health pro-
grams by local governments and the
people generally, it is gradually be-
ing mastered. For the first time in
history at least half of the population
of Asia are now protected against
it. The campaign against trachoma
-—a disease of the eyes—Is now un-
der way:; and it Is believed that an
antidote discovered in North Africa
and tested in Nigeria and Taiwan
will prove to be completely effective.
At least 100 million persons in 10
Asiatic countries have suffered from
trachoma until recently.

There is as yet no sure way of
controlling tuberculosis. However, in-
oculations have kept sufferers from
infecting others; and the hope Is
that in the reasonably near future
T.B. will be no more a problem in
the East than it is now in the West
and that in course of time it will be
eradicated altogether. Yaws, which
hitherto was extremely prevalent, is
being treated by penicillin with good
effect; but it still must be regarded
as a serious scourge among Asfatics.
Leprosy can be cured in about a
month. The great difficulty there is
lack of accommodations for the mil-
lions of sufferers seeking treatment:
but it is by no means the source of
terror that it was for many cen-
turies.

The Director of UNICEF gives
British medical research most of the
credit for the successful attacks on
traditional diseases in Asia. He men-
tions particularly “Lister, whose pre-
ventive medicines altered drastically
the accepted medical practice; Ross,
who discovered the communicable
nature of malaria; Flemirig, who
brought penicillin and antibiotics to
the aid of mankind.”

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Gordon Commission has cost
Canada in the vicinity of $174 mil-
lion. Time will show whether it was
money well spent, but no one will
deny that it was an expensive propo-
sition,

- . L]

There is something to be said for
the suggestion made in the Com-
mons that the railways should be
designated public utilities. The C.N.
R. .being publicly owned and main-
tained is in that category already,
in substance if not form,

- . .

The election—or, in most cases,
the re-election by acclamation—of
the Mayors and Councilmen of the
various towns is a reminder of the
devoted service which citizens render
their communities all during the
year. In most instances, the occu-
pant of the Mayoralty serves with.
out pay and often at considerable
personal inconvenience. Frequently
he is obliged to carry on the respon-
sibility for the simple reason that
no one else wants to shoulder it. Yet,
it is the very foundation of demo-
cratic government.

- . .

The New York Times reports
that in Fairbanks, Alaska, they have
a buffalo—one of a herd ranging the
delta country—which has become
so famous for his mishaps that he
has acquired a name, Ole Joe, and a

SAME PASSAGEWAY FOR BOTH?

Between Egypt And lsrael

Christian Science Monitor

The start of the present set of
complications in the Middle East

I

was an invasion of the Sinai Pen- |

insula in late October by troops
of the State of Israel. The provo-
cation which gave Israelis a sense

of justification for that attack was |

a series of raids by Egyptian fed-
ayeen or commandos apparently
based in the Gaza Strip or in
Sinai.

Now, at the bidding of the Unit-
ed Nations, Israel has withdrawn
its forces from all but one-fourth
of the Sinai section of Egypt, and
UN forces from Yugoslavia have
facilitated the transfer of El A-
rish back to Egyptian hands:

Thus there remain under Israeli
military occupation at the mom-
ent two important areas with
which the United Nations must
be deeply concerned of it is to con-
tribute to a solution of the long hos-
tilities between the Arab states
and Israel.

REFUGEE PROBLEM

One of these is the Gaza Strip,
part of the former Palestine man-
date which became the home of
some 200,000 refugees when occu-
pied by Egypt. The other is the
coast along the mouth of the Gulf
og Agaba, where a few months a-
go Egyptian gun batteries kept Is-
raeli ships from reaching the port
of Elath.

This whole region is one which
would profit greatly, as Hugh Gait-
skell, British Labor Party leader,
has suggested, from. the existence
of buffer zones between Israel and
its  principal  Arabic -speaking
neighbors, There is great merit
also in the proposal described a
few days ago on this page (in an
article by G.H. Dempster) for a
buffer state on the Sinai Peninsula
sponsored and administered by the
UN.

How can any remnant of UN au-
thority in these arcas be preserv-
ed? The General Assembly must
act quickly if such an object is to
be accomplished. As malters are
going, the UN Emergency Force
will merely stand between outgo-
ing and incoming troops in the
process of an Egyptia~ takeover.

NEVER EGYPT'S

But there are some very impor-
tant conditions the UN should in-
sist upon in any return of territory
to Egyptian possession. In the
first place, the Gaza Strip has nev-
er been under Egypt's sovereign-
ty. only under occupation. Nine
tenths of the responsibility in the
Gaza Strip that for feeding and
housing the relugees-has been
borne since 1949 by the UN, with
more obstruction than assistance
from the Arab states

Secondly, the UN has been com-
mitted ever since a Security Coun-
cil resolution of 1951 to the pro-
position that Israel Commerce
should be permitted through the
Suez Canal. The canal question
would perhaps better be left out
of the Sinai settlement, but the
Gulf of Aqaba offers the most pra-
(‘:itll alternative use of the cam-
al.

NO STIPULATION
In view of this background, the

RAPED AT HOME

TORONTO (CP) — Police are
looking for a young gunman who
forced his way into a woman’s
apartment Monday and raped her
after threatening her two small
children. The mother, 21, is in
good condition in hospital. Police
said there have been three ident-
ical attacks in the same neigh-
borhood in the west-central see-
tion of the city within the last
two months.

EGYPTIANS RETURNED
RAFFA, Sinai Peninsula (Reut- |
Monday

General Assembly would be well
warranted in demanding that If
UN forces participate in a return
of the Aqaba coast to Egyptian
control there should be a stipula-
tion that Egypt will not militarize
that vantage point (or the Saudi
Arabian islands of Tiran and San-
afar) to interfere with freedom of
navigation.

It would be better if the Gaza
Strip were to remain permanent-
ly under UN administration or at
least until a peace treaty is writ-
ten between Egypt and Israel. It
would be very much to Egypt's
advantage if Cairo would cede the
Wadi-el-Arish portion of the Sinai
Peninsula to the UN for a buffer
state, receiving in return a pay-
ment which could be used in start-
ing construction of the Aswan Dam.
The purchase cost of such a strip
would be a small price for UN
members to pay for peace between
Egypt and Israel.

PUBLIC FORUM

This eolumn is open to the discus
sion by correspondents of question of
interest, The Guardian does not neces-
sarily endorse the opiniom of corres
pondents,

THAT ART EHXIBITION

Sir,—~ The *“Alice in Wonder-
land” characters seem to be ap-
pearing in print in support and
otherwise of the current Art Ex-
hibition. From where I've been
sleeping and waking I have had
varied reactions to it all. The
Mad Hatter seems to have laken
a potion of some kind, for hav-
ing just read his letter, I realize
he's right to a large extent.Ar-
tists are people — extraordinary
at that— and have the ability to
put on canvas interpretations of
their emotions and inner feelings,
which, to the average person, is
impossible, or so they think.

My suggestion is that more peo-

OUR YESTEREAYS

From The Guardian Files ‘

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(January 25, 1932)

Two small children of Mr. and
Mrs. Herbert Currie of Elmsdale,
were trapped in their burning
home yesterday afternoon when
fire destroyed their residence a- |
bout noon hour. Mr, and Mrs. Cur-
rie were engaged at work at the
barn and on their return to the
house, they discovered that the
fire had already progressed too
far to save the children.

Following an inquiry re the op- |
ening of a limestone pulverizing |
plant at Pugwash, N.S., Mr. John
H. Myers, M.P., has received a
reply from Col. R. Ines, Deputy
Minister of Agriculture for Nova
Scotia, to the effect that Island
needs were being kept in the fore-
front and that after May 1st, ship-
ments on orders could be started.

TEN YEARS AGO
(January 25, 1947)

Mr, Arthur Wright, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Wilfred Wright, Souris,
has been appointed Postmaster of
that Eastern township, it was an-
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ple Join the Art Society, take
a brush or palette knife in hand

and daub away. Frame the result, |

put a good price on it, and the
Mad Hatter (not so mad at that)
will interpret it for you.
Yours in slumber,
THE DORMOUSE.

THE BEAVER'S TAIL

Sir, — On Monday evening 1
watched the Fish and Game T.V.
Show, Outdoor Forum, and was
enriched by the choicest morsel
of natural history, perhaps 1
should say un-natural history, 1
have ever listened to. Beaver were
under discussion and the question
was asked “How do beaver know
when a break occurs in their
dam?" Answer: "They sleep with
their tails in the water and know
the minute the water begins to low-
er.”

Ornithologists differ on this sub-

ject. Some claim beaver are
possessed with  natural radar
that telegraphs any unnatural

movement of water held back by
their dam. Others are of the opin-
ion their hearing is so sensitive
they are warned by the increas-
ed volume of sound made by run-
ning water. One thing is certain
they know. In the writer's book
a beaver's tail serves a variety
or.purposes but draws the line at
being used as a water barometer,
I have no idea of the source
fiom which the panel member got
his information: maybe he was
quoting New Brunswick Folklore;
but I can well imagine the con-
sternation in a beaver family If
they awoke in the evening and

found their tails high and dry.

I am, Sir, ete.

WOODSMAN

INFLATION OF CURRENCY

Sir,—All the while the Federal
Government has been attempting
to halt inflation of credit and pric-
es they have been inflating the
currency!

Since the Hon. Walter Harris
became Minister of Finance the
currency has been inflated by a-
bout $400 million and this infla-
tionary pressure of the worst kind
has been overlooked by the Press
and the Opposition.

At the end of 1920 in Germany
5 pfs bought a postage stamp. Be-
fore the end of 1923 it took 10 mil-
lion marks to buy the same stamp
and the German authorities knew
as much about controlling inter-
nal inflationary forces as the Ot.
tawa experts,

It was the external, pressures
that wrecked the mark and the
great threat to the Canadian dol-
lar is the preposterous position
the late MacKenzie King and the
Rt. Hon. C, D. Howe have gotten
us into in relation to the United
States,

A panie selling of Canadian mar-
ketable securities by U.S. nation-

als plus a flight from the Canad- |

ian dollar are beyond the control
of Ottawa but the growing chronic
drain of about $500 million adverse

duction we could meet this drain
but Ottawa backs the US. agains*

‘Medically
Speaking

By Herman N. Bundesen, M. D.

GETTING TO SLEEP POSES

REAL PROBLEM FOR SOME.

Have a tough time getting up
this morning? Wouldn't you rath-
er have stayed in bed a little long-
everyone feels like this once in a
while.

Actually, though, eight hours’
sleep usually is enough for the
average person. There can be no
steadfast rule. You might need
more or you might need less.

If you go to bed early and arise
early, you'll probably get along
best with eight or even nine hours’
sleep. If you're a night owl, you
may get by with only six or seven.
Some do with even less sleep.
SLEEPING PERIOD

Your efficiency is geared to your
sleeping period. 1f you're in bed
early and up early, you will be
most efficient during the early part
of the day- As evening approaches,
you lose a good part of your effic-
eincy.

For night owls, who sleep pretty
late and just hate to get up, effi-
ciency reaches its peak during the
evening hours. Usually it wiil be
very low when you awake.

You men are apt to be in a daze
while shaving and you'll probably
stumble through your early chor-
es. And you women might find get-
ting breakfast a difficult task.

Whatever time you go to bed,
the first three hours of slumber
will benefit you most. That's when
you sleep the soundest.

SLOW TREND

After three hours, there is a
slow trend toward waking and
you're apt to toss and turn more.

Getting to sleep, however, is the
real problem for many of you.
You'll toss and turn and spend a
good deal of time trying to force
yourself to sleep. However, there
are several dos and don'ts to fol-
low to help you into the land of
nod.

Let's consider the don'ts.

Don't depend upon  sleeping
pills or potions. While they might
be all right if prescribed by a doc-
tor in case of an illness, they are
only a crutch which you might
come to depend upon. They might
lead you into the drug habit, if
you misuse them.

Don't exercise before you go to
bed, if you sleep poorly. If you
want to reduce or develop your
body, wait until morning to per-
form your acrobatics. Exercise,
both physical and mental, tends
to alert you rather than soothe
you.

For that reason, don't try to
solve any troublesome problems
just before turning in. With a
good night's sleep, you'll be able
to tackle them much easier the
next day.

Tomorrow I'll give you some
helpful hints on how to get to
sleep quickly and easily-
QUESTION AND ANSWER

M.E.: What causes warts under
the armpits and what can be done
to remove them?

Answer: The cause of warts is
not known, but it is impossible
that some are due to infection.

Some types of warts may be re-
moved by cauterizing them with
acetic acid, or by freezing them
with carbon dioxide snow. Others
may be r d i
tion of nitric acid, or
an electric needle.

MAXIMS

The art of keeping young Is
keeping in touch with the young.

the
by means of

AN ODE TO THE GULLS
The sea gulls dip, and wing and
glide
And screach across the sky
To warn the denizens below
In canyons where they lie
That weather storms are on the
way
From other parts afar
Across the plains, or glacial peaks
Bencath the Polar Star.

Or up, perhaps from southern
parts

Where wind tornados grow

To tear apart the city’s heart

And lay the buildings low

And whip the seas to fury force

In smashing waves and tides

Along the shipping lanes and coast

Where homes and life abides.

Man makes his gadgets to foretell

What nature has in store—

Bl}:’| sea gulls merely scream af

ese

Inland and by the shore

Where they -foretell the weather's
change

On land or o'er the sea

In warnings from the ether space

Screached out in ecstasy.

The poets sing of sea gull's grace

In rough or on the crest

af. waves h“-mm
e things at rest—

or g through the murky air

Or in the sunshine's hue,
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THE WAY

Then there was the man who
always called his wife honey be-
cause honey always disagresd with
him—S$t. Catha-ines Standard.

A wise man listens to both sides
of an argument, Could be that's
why Nature gave us two ears.—
Sudbury Daily Star

Vice-President Nixon told new
senators to ‘“become expert in
some field,”” Some already are —
fence straddling, for instance. —
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Snoozes in the daytime—if you
are lucky enough to be able to
grab them—are restful, but there
are a couple of important things
to remember about them. First,
a nap in the afternoon may make
you wide eyed when you go to bed
at night, Second, napping in a
chair cannnot take the place of
sleep in bed because, at best, it
is only light sleep.—Kitchener Wa-
terloo Record

An electrically operated wrist
watch has come on the market,
A wee battery, or energizer, takes
the place of the old fashioned main-
spring and is said to keep the
watch running a year. No less nov-
el than the watch, itself, is the
list of new reasons for being late
to work which it introduced. To
name just a few that come to
mind, there are run down battery,
fire due to short circuit and of
course, blown fuse. All the time
it gets more frustrating to be a
boss.—Detroit Free Press

a di

Two from a C
college who made a motor tour of

Conversation is said to be a dy.
ing art, but it will never be com.
pletely dead until women's feet
quit hurting.—Winnipeg Tribune

Russia is offering a cut-rate
tourist plan. And for Russians
themselves they can win a free
trip to Siberia any time.—Torontg
Star

A tailor claims that wives should
have a say in picking their hus.
band'’s suits. Some of ‘em just con-
centrate on the pockets.—Toronto
Star

Many men would object to hav-
ing their work week cut to 3¢
hours. It would provide so much
more time for their wives to find
them jobs to do around the house,
—Oshawa Times-Gazette

The Mayor of Hamilton wears a
chain of office, which provides just
about the right degree of dignified

bellish t- It is h for the
entire council and mass robing
would only detract from its visi-
bility and significance. — Hamil:
ton Spectator

The golden years, says one who
knows, are that brief period be-
tween staying home with your own
kids and baby-sitting with the
grandchildren—Hamilton Specta-
tor

Since it is impossible to hun(
unicorns and keep one's self-re
spect nowadays the Abominable
Snowman provides a need ‘‘out’™
for zooologists with a bent for ro-
mantic expeditioning. The elusive

imal of the Himalayas has

the United States last S re-
port that their blazers seemed to
arouse some curiosity among the
people they met. The blazers bear
the college’s Latin motto, Timor
Dei principum sapienetaie—'‘The
fear of the Lord is the beginni

turned up again, despite the de-
termined attempts of several re-
cent scientific expeditions to push
him into the realm of mythology—
Christian Science Monitor

of Wisdom.”" The curiosity was ex-
plained when an Oklahoma wait-
ress asked them: ‘Where are you
all from?” ‘*Canada,” they answer-
ed, “0 I see,” sald the girl. “I've
been wondering what language
that was.”"—Printed Word

Dagbladet. reports the. case. of
a London police dog named Bob,
which distinguished itself by rout-
ing a burglar who had broken in-
to a factory. The factory owner
as a token of gratitude, sent a
package of sausages to the police
station for the dog. They were
sent back with the following note:
“Police dogs are employees like
the police themselves, and may
not, therefore, accept gratitudes
from private persons.” Whether
Bob was consulted before this no-
ble gesture of self-sacrifice was
made on his behalf is not report-

" ed.—Sydsvenka (Sweden)

What Husbands Don’t
Know About Sex

To wives, tenderness, as dis-
tinct from passion, is an im-
portant part of “making love™.

Noted marriage counselor
Dr. Abraham Stone speak
frankly (in February Re.der.’n
Digest) of the man’s role m
marriage, reveals facts about
women that many husbands
may not know. Get your Feb-
ruary Reader’s Digest today:
37 articles of lasting interest
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