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A Rival Attraction

| commissions are supposed

above the smoke and din of part
es. Even so, the Carter royal
taxation has set

ssion on
something of a precedent by decid-
ing to proceed with its investigation
in spite of the hectic campaigning
weeks ahead on the federal level.
Hearings ave to be held in Ottawa |
early next month, and will continue
across the country during the latter
part of Macch and for some time
thereafte

This causes our sturdy Liberal
contemporary, the Winnipeg Free
Press, to shake its head reprovingly.
One of the more useful functions of
any royal commission, it says, is
that its heavings become a kind of
public forum in which all aspects of
a controversial subject are brought
out into the open for discussion and
analysis. It fears that in the atmos-
phere of an unusually intense elec-
tion campaign the commission’s
hearings are likely to be completely
submerged.

And, of course, there is the pros-
pect that the commission will be
reporting to a government other
than the one which appointed it
The government which is elected on
April 8 may want to extend the
commission’s terms of reference
and perhaps alter its membership.
The Carter commission will be |
conducting the first complete review
of taxation ever undertaken in this
country, and it would be “tragic if
its task is impeded or ml-mlectnd
in a of political controversy.’

But why should it be impeded or
misdirected in the manner which

“‘the Free Press suggests? The com-
mission’s venture is a bold one, to
“be sure; but if it is nonpartisan in
its activities, why shouldn't it carry
on as instructed? Its terms of ref-
erence were indorsed by Parlia-
+ ment, and should not be subject to
post-election interference. As for
its hearings being “submerged” in
the froth of campaign activities,
. perhaps the will be the
case and the electon will welcome
this rival attraction. It will give
! them something besides politics to
. think about it, and it could have a
. gobering effect in assessing the
value of the more hectic perform-
i ances that will be going on under
i the Big Top.

' France’s Booming Economy
: Few finance ministers could have
: had a more cheerful message than
Valery Gisard d’Estaing when he
told the French national assembly
the other day that their country had
become one of the world’s leading
| creditor nations in 1962 with gold
. and foreign exchange reserves of
$3.7 billion. This after prepayment
. of $409 million debt to the United
States.
Another index of the surging
| French economy is the $1.3 billion
| in foreign aid spent by the govern-
ment last year, most of it to former
! colonies in Africa. This total made
France the highest per capita donor
of foreign assistance in the world
and second only to the United
| States in total amount of foreign
ald granted.

Last year personal incomes jump-
.d 7% per cent and personal con-
sumption rose almost as fast. Auto-
Mcﬂon ran more than 20
cent ahead of 1961. Paris de-
store sales increased 15
‘cent, over 1961. Total output of
‘French economy grew by about
, per cent, almost exactly the rate
for in the national plan, This

i‘i

year the plan calls for total output
to grow by 6 per cent. By compar-
sion, the United States economy has
been growing by 2 to 3 per cent
annually in recent years.

Three developments are credited
with being largely responsible for
lifting France from the shambles
of World War Two: American aid
($9.4 billion worth since 1946);
political stability restored by Gen-
eral de Gaulle after his return to
power in 1958, and the stiff com-
petition of the European Common
Market. It is this economic well-
being that fortifies de Gaulle in pur-
suing his brusquely independent
line towards Britain and the United
States.

But commentators note two dark
spots to mar the generally favorable
picture. These are rising retail
prices and labor costs. In the third
quarter last year the French retail
price index 5.6 cent higher than
a year earlier. The price of bread,
for example, rose in November for
the second time in a year. And
wages last year rose twice as fast
as production, If this trend contin-
ues, it could cut into domestic in-
vestment and make French goods
less competitive in world export
markets.

U.S. Wheat Referendum

As agricultural committees in
Congress go to work on President:
Kennedy’s message of Jan. 31 on
farm legislation, the subject breaks
down into four main categories—
wheat, feed grains, dairy products,
and cotton—each representing dis-
tinctive problems. The commodity
on which sharpest attention focuses
is wheat. Among growers of that
grain the administration has called
for a referendum under legislation
of 1962 in which producers will be
asked to approve of what Charies E.
Shuman, president of the American
Farm Bureau Federation, calls “the
tightest, most binding controls every

seriously considered for any farm
commodity.”
These controls wonld be more

binding than heretofore because
they would regulate not merely the
acreage planted but also the num-
ber of bushels marketed. In this
sense, it is claimed, they wouid
make of the wheat growing industry
in the United States a kind of
mammoth cartel in which the grow-
er would be assured of a favorable
price but his place would be deter-
mined not by ambition but by a his-
torically based allotment.

Wheat referendums .in the past
have approved acreage allotment
systems, but by diminishing votes.
It is possible there may be difficulty
in getting the two-thirds majority
required for putting the present pro-
posals into effect. In that event the
President has asserted that the
wheat farmer wonld be left with-
ont ‘“either support management or
effective price supports

Existing law provides, how-
ever, that price support shall be
given at one half of parity, which

now would be $1.25, compared with
prices around $2 for this summer’s
wheat in the future markets. It is
expected that Congress, being still
in session, would be spurred to take
some action in any case.

EDITORIAL NOTES

There’s no question that election
campaigns are getting too long.
This one, comments the Ottawa
Journal dourly, will have lasted a
year, when it is over—if it's over
when it’s over.

.

. .

Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevsky
was a czarist officer who become one
of the top Red Army military com-
manders but who was executed in
1937 in a Stalin purge. Now, to mark
the 70th anniversary of his birth,
the Soviet government has announe-
ed the issuance of a commemorative
postage stamp in his honor. It seems
that the surest way to posthumous
glory in Rusgia nowadays is to have
been martyred under Premier
Khrushchev's former boss.

07608 N

Adlai E. Stevenson, US. am-
bassador to the United Nations, was
the recipient of a well merited
award last week. It was from his

"alma mater, Princeton University,

and it took the form of $1,000 for
best exemplifying, in Woodrow Wil-
son’s words, “Princeton in . the na-
tion's - service.” Mr. Stevenson
was graduated from Princeton in
1922. The award was set up in
Wilson’s name by the alumni as-
sociation, r
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THE RELUCTANT SANCHO PANZA

| LIBYA'S TRANSFORMATION

Turning Oases Into Boom Towns

National Geographic News Bulletin

WASHINGTON ~ — Libyans,
who have lived for centuries on
the edge of poverty, now have
a more pleasant problem — in-
stant. prosperity.

The North African

kingdom

| seeks to devise a sound spend-

ing program for an estimated

| $500 million in oil royalties and

taxes that foreign oil companies
will pump into the national poc-

| the next five
| years.
Revenue from the large oll

deposits, discovered in 1959, has
the

and small farmers.

HIGH HEELS T0O

Remote oases have turned in-
to  20th-century boom towns
where cars outnumber camels.
Hotel and restaurant owners ca-
ter profitably to foreign oil per-
sonnel. The twin capitals, Tri-
poli and Benghazi, have super-

s and  superhighways.

Beneath their flowing veils and
robes, Arab girls wear lipstick,
nylon slmkm;: and high heels

The Libyans trained to unrk
as skilled laborers on ol rig
are receiving record-high w-r:
e:

More Libyans are going to
school than ever before. When
Libya became independent 12
vears ago, its academic popula-
tion included 16 high-school
graduates and 25,000 students.

| Now 150,000 youngsters are in

school. In 1960, the new Libyan

University enrolled 425 under-
graduates, and 279 Libyan:
wetiel sthaving to eolleiees
abroad.

The oil industry, though Lib-
va's biggest boon, still employs
relatively few Libyans, several
thousand at most. About % per-

country's 1,200,000
people live along the Mediter-
ranean in a narrow coastal strip
growing barley, vegetables, figs |
oranges, and_dates. Only three
percent’ of Libya's soil has suf-
ficient water for farming.

One of Libya's major exports
has been the desert crop
scrap iron left from the World

ar 11 campaigns of Romm
and Montgomery. There are
perhaps six million Jand mines,
booby traps, and unexploded
shells still buried in drifting
sands. Oil-company. trucks have |

.,2

tion against explosions.
ces, every foot of ground st
be checked before oil crews can
explore and drill.

Libya has been called “the
world's largest sandbox.” It is
nearly three times the size of
Texas and has less than two in-
habitants to a square mile. Be-
douins, dressed in Blbllcll nrb
drive their herds of c
s across a blllurlnl i
scape where temperature soar
to 135 degrees Fahrenheit in the
shade. Here live the desert fox

like a toy kangaroo and wal
upright.

In ancient times when 11t tle
was known and much imagined
about Libya, Herodotus describ-
ed strange fribes that ate lo-
custs and lived in oases where
cold, sweet water spurted from
salt hills. One desert tribe, said
the Greek historian, spoke a
language that sounded like bats
squeaking

d a shy desert rat that looks |
ks

|a bleak future.

Paris of Libya formerly were
ruled by Britain and France.
Under a 1951 United Nations re-
solution, an independent king:
dom was formed from three
provinces, Tripolitania, Cyren-

|aica, and F

At independence, Libya faced
0il has changed
that. Now Libyans find new
ope in the saying: Bukra al'ld,

“Tomorrow comes the feast-
ing.

The P.M.’s London Visit

Allen

Harvey

y.
Canadian Press Staff Writer

Canadian Press Staff Writer

Prime Minister Diefenbaker’s
brief visit to London affords an
occasion for the first face-to-

face meeting of Commonwealth
leaders since Britain was shut
out of Europe.

The trip was arranged months
ago with the sole purpose of
enabling the Canadian prime
minister to have conferred upon
him the honor of becoming a
freeman of “the City of London.

Since then, Britain's attempt
to join the European Economic
Community has been frustrated
by France, leaving British pol-
lcymakers uncertain of the next
move. Extra interest_therefore
attaches to the ‘“working din-
er” at London's Admiralty
House Saturday night between
Diefenbaker and his host, Prime
Minister Macmillan.

After the breakdown of the
russels  negotiations,  Diefen-
baker said in Ottawa that Brit-
ain had chosen the Common-
wealth over the Common Mar-
ket. He also reiterated his con-
iction that Commonwealth
trade could be accelerated
British ministers will show in-
terest In specific suggestions for
Commonwealth trade expansion
P-rt cularly welcome in White-
would be some indication
Ihl( club members are prepared
to lower industrial tariffs
against British goods.
Enthusiasm for the Common
wealth as a panacea for the na-
tion's economic ills has notice-
ably dwindled in official circles.
It is felt that the geographical
dispersion of member countries

rules out any hope of transform-
ing the association into an eco-
nomic unit similar to the Euro-
pean Common Market

The Commonwealth is “real,
but fragile.” This view was ex-
pressed in London last Tuesday
in a speech to Commonwealth
correspondents by Kenneth
Younger, director-general of the
Royal Institute of Common-
wealth Affairs.

Discussing the disarray in Brit-
ish affairs after Brussels
Younger said the nation should
not allow itelf the luxury of
thinking it can “fall back” on
the Commonwealth by “tighten-
ing up” the preference system
or seiting up joint investment
boards.

“For one thing,
\\onldn( accept the idea,” said

Younger, formerly minister of
state at the foregn office.

A similar warning came from
Sir William Hayter, former Brit-
ish ambassador in Russia. He
said in a newspaper article that
“valuable as the Common-
wealth is, it is perhaps regret-
table that its existence some-
times blinds us to the realities
of our situation in the world."

Such attitudes are common
among British ministers. There
are many who hope that Britain,
despite  President de Gaulle,
may in a popular phrase ‘“‘catch
a later train” for Europe. But
until that time arrives Macmil-
lan will be eager for any
crumbs of Commonwealth com-
fort that Diefenbaker, and later
the prime ministers of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, can
provide

the other

Proof Is Lacking
In Diet Theory

y Dr. Theodore R, Van Dellen
B DECADE has clapsed since
we first began to hear the pub-
cholest and low

pluv:hmhn of lm:(l
attacks. Despite the passage
we_still have no

reducing the amount of cho-
lesterol in the blood will w
off coronary thrombosis or pM-
long the life of a victim of &
heart attack.

The logical explanation is that
mez.y factors other than diet
play a role in the "revelopment
of nnvdenmg of the coronary ar-

the basic cause of th.
d{ury heart attack.
elements include the emouolu.l
and behavioral pattern of the in-
dividual, lack of phyllcll -cnv.
ity, excessive smol
and the person’s m
obenly and high bl
enter the plclur! T
ddlunn ‘magnesium deficiency
and several nonfat nutritional
substances are implical such
as excess salt, protein, and car-
ydrates, But the cluu of
heart disease in one
differfrom that  fh. snofher,
Avoid extreme views in any
single area and practice

the

synonymous with coronary heart |
disease; and an elevated level |
is not ‘a sure sign the heart |
will

off cholesterol entirely because
an elevated level is a high risk
factor. On the other “and, as
mentioned proviously, the polll-
bility of a heart attack is
creased by high blood prenure.

cardiogram, _heredity,
sex of the individual
We
eating and get down to a mor-
mal . Eating some but-
Xtr cream, milk, cake, marga-
rine, meal, and eggs will not
kil anyone. But take it easy if |
the blood cholesterol level ~ is
elevated. Discuss the diet with
your physician and try not
| 80 overboard by demanding
cholesterol lowering  products
|that sou”have read or heard
abor
BLU

G. R. writes: Whal would
cause fhe skin to turn blue be-
sides cold?

or

REPLY
Disorders of the heart and
blue baby is an
example. In polychthemia, the
skin darkens because there are
too many red blood cell:

results from taking certain
drugs in large quantities. Ob-
struction in the throat or larynx
also shuts of the oxygen su

and darkens the s £

HICCUPP!]\G FAMILY

A. Writes: Are prolonged
srw:l]s of hiccups (lasting days)
inherited? My huband has this
cundmon and his father had it

PLY

The vnsslblllw exists in your
family but we might assume the
cause rather than the hiceup i
hereditary. A thorough med-lcll
| examination must be done
determine  whether hlccumn[
has an emotional or an organic
basis.

TINGLES AFTER COCKTAIL
W.R. writes: What causes a
tingling sensation in the tips
of the fingers after drinking

alcohol?
REPLY
This may stem from the plea-
sure brought on by effects of
the alcohol. I doubt if it means
neuritis or represents a side re-
action to the chemical.

CALLUSED HEELS

L. 8. S. writes: Could gout be

responsible for calluses on the
eels?

REPLY

Calluses stem from friction

and gouty individuals may de-

velop the condition if painful

Joints become swollen and in-

terfere with walking.

Today's Health Hint—

Break tension with a good
sleep at night.

Our Yesterday's

(From the Guardian F“Cli
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

|

. Wolves' Teeth To Stamps

Milwaukee Journal

In Ancient Rome, cosmetic
dealers often attracted custom- |
ers with free trinkets such as
gold mounted wolf’s teeth. Col-
onial merchants in the United

nd | States offered free sewing need-

les to get busin lore recent-
ly, free coffee and candy for the
children have ome familiar
{lures In our stores.

Wanted: A Harp Mender

Fred Ross In

Today there s no longer a
Barp maker in the Princpallty

anyone
S takes nia hlrp % s party
in Wales and then breaks it |
during one of U rousing
choruses that make Twicken-
ham tremble when the Welsh
Rugby XV comes south.

He will have to pack his harp
off to — of all places — London
to be mended. And this not only
.costs money, but also takes time*

New harps are rarities,
most of them come {rom France,
1 am told it is possible to buy
one from Italy for about 5

pounds or from America for
about 700 pounds, but these are
prices that would even shatter

| the self-assurance of an eistedd-

a national erisis—so
serious that the Welsh Harp Mu-
sic Society, Cymdeithas Cerdd
Dant, has stepped in at the
eleventh hour to save from ex
tinction this centuries - old art.

It is planning to open in Mont-

- | The

The Listener

gomeryshire a workshop that
will not only repair harps but |
| eventually manufacture them as
well,

1t is not only the natignal els- |
| teddfod but also the meétings of
| bards held in almost every town |
and village in Wales that need
| the harps; other organizations
| too are concerned in the revival
of interest in the music that by
tradition accompanies. the lang-
uage of heaver

So it is with wme dismay that
the Welsh Harp Soclety looks
over a land where planos abound
and even jukeboxes resound but |
|the harps become fewer and
fewer.

With understandable hiraeth,
or longing, they remember the
| golden days when harpists and
harp makers had their patrons

But lyrical though the Harp | them,
ety

] may be, it is also
practical.

workshop, says one of Iu
leading members, mny ho
last chance to save the

| But it is likely that none of
these merchandising gimmicks
was as successful as the trad-
ing stamp. Although first intro
| duced in the United States about
169, the trading stamp really
did notcatch on until the mid-
1950's with the growth of super-
markets.
Today, trading stamps  are
big business. An estimated 77
| per cent of all American famil-

|fes collect and redeem them— |

between $700 and $800 million

| worth last year. Tt takes more |

an 185,000 smmploreee to oper- |
tamp firms and supply
| merchandise for stamp redemp.
[tion, according to trade sources.
| ‘Trading stamps can be re- |
deemed for everything from ap-
pliances to school buses. Even
a mule for a Lima. Peru, mis-
sionary _was_reported to have |
been purchased with redeemed |
trading stamps.
An execative of one company
attributes 14 per cent of the to-

tal distribution of heating pads |

|in the Unum States to trading

stamps: per
total aunmunn of toasters and
t 4 per cent of the total dis:

:rlb\lllnn ol electric coffee m:

‘ Trldlnl stamps, In short, plly

a significant role

merchandising. The idea b!)!lnd

, however, is almost as ol
Meelf, Tt is

vil A
‘-m that one of the easlest
ways to s customer's heart 1§
to ‘make num feel he s getting
X for nothing.

, 1958

The Charlottetown Kinsmen |
Club combined anniversary
with their first ladies night
an enjoyable and successful di
ner at the Canadian National
Hotel, Thursday evening. Af-
ter dinner the proceedings took
the form of a theatre party at
the Prince Edward.

{
|

..?'.

Charles MacDonald, Halifax,
road construction engineer, who
has been in the service of the
Nova Scotia Government for the
past 12 years in connection
with the construction of hard-
turfaced_ highways, has  been

engaged by the Prince Edward
ltllnd Pllhl!c Workl and High-
| ways Department.

TEN YEARS AGO

February 25, 1f
‘ Three young lads from Sum-
merside while playing near the
| Government Garage last even-
| ing_discovered a parcel which
upon investigation revealed 84
| forks, 20 knives and one spoon,

all of Kingsplate silverware. It

is believed the silverware is part
| of that taken from the Summer-
ide Curling Rink, several weeks
ago.

Nova Scotia representative on

the National Board of the Com-

munity Planning Assoclatic «

the guest spe:

at the first supper meeting of the |

Summerside community planiing |
ay | unit organized in Summerside

d | ANTS CODDLE BUGS

b eags o the cornoot ap:
are”taken below the. frost
lllu by ants in the winter and
| seirnad o e suriss fn. G

NOTES BY THE WAY

- made wine fanclers in |
disc

Gmt Brlldn have
ﬂwy can get juice
lderberries

and
u-uh by wmu them in the
tub Wi

from grapes
other raw ma-

nlllﬁl

A dog has frie
ered | cause the wag was »u(“: ol
, | tail instead i B
| Fifth W 2

the planets o
2 Cleveisnd "Plais [ o nyl a us u:enm« \’enus -
bl
| ntelll
| enl form o i

L] mm:rm of lite under mgnu,

Prime Minister Mac!
and Opposition Lelder Benoett

supported a motion to establish
a Commons committee on the

ways C: nditi
changes, Tweaty ive ol | doubt the earth :wld i
enzie King | Toronto Telegram.

[

A woman applying di
vorce explained that her hus.

question of a distinctive flag.— | pband paid more lllenllan to o

Ottawa Journal.

A page passed through the

lobby of thl exclusive hotel.
“‘Young man,"

‘manager sternly, “you should

know that it is against the rules

of this hotel for an employee to = you give
not

whistle while on duty.” “I'm
whhulni. sir,” replied the em-

dﬂ! ki — Galt Reporter.

ssor of law was lectur-

a 4
eration in-all things, acluding |

Cton tack necessarily | ¥

“ffer. But we cannot write |

obesity, changes in the electro- |
the

ought to avoid gluttonous |

Philip Dumaresq, Halifax. the |

evening |

A profe
ing to hll students- “If you

| have the facts on your side when

| fighting a case, hammer them
into the jury. If you have the
law on your side, hammer it in-
to the judge. But if you have
| neither the facts nor the law
on your side, hammer the tzble
as hard as you can.” — Hamil-
ton Spectator.

" remonstrated the |

'm paging somebody's

| evision than to her,

was because he :nuldn l turn htr
off. — Chatham Daily News,

Visitor: your mother gave
| you a Iurge apple and a small
one and told you to divide witk
your brother, wmn npple woulg

mean my big hr"(hcr nr my li
tle one?"" — Montreal Star.

Tn Sweden every farmer as
sesses his own farm. He puts 3
value on his land and buildings,
and he pays taxes according to
his own valuation. It sounds de.
lightfully easy. There is a catch
in the Swedish system. If a far.
mer who has valued his land
at $10,000, for tax purposes, sells
his farm for $15.000. the govern.
ment quietly steps in and takes
$5.000. — Stratord Beacon Her.
ald.

When Not To See Sweden

Cincinnati Enquirer

Swedes can be pretty stub-
born, Certainly they-are not go-

ng to give up their unique pol-
icy of armed neutrality. But
they can be flexible on occesion
—-once they are convinced they
are on the wrong trac

A case In polnt 15 the coming
decision — assured but not for-
mally taken yet — to switch
| from left hand to right hand
drit sng on streets and high-
way

1 all continental Europe, Siwe-
den alone drives on the left.
This makes for accidents when
Swedes drive outside their coun-
try and when foreign visitors
drive on Sweden's highways.

Since 1955, the great debate
has been under way. Now all
four political parties are for
| changing over. But it will be a

| national convulsion, for most of
| Sweden's eight

million people
will have to relearn the habits
of a lifetime.

1t will also be an expense. The

| price tag on the transition has

gone up each year. Current esti.
mates are that the three v
readjustment will come to
million dollars. Roughly half of
that will be for converting 8,000
buses Bnd slreel(‘ars which have
their doors on the wrong side.
il aivay ‘i siso 1o
major item.
Swedes have been walking to
the left, too. Thelr revolving
loors are backwards. This
could entail yet another outlay
in the great conversion process,
‘There is, however, one fortun.
ate circumstances. Swedish au.
tomobiles, and nearly all the
s they have imported, have
left hand sicering columis, a1
in almost all_countries. S
this. beore, they.iare _already
equipped for driving on the right
If you are planning to visit
Sweden, and value your life,
don't go for the turbulent and
confusing week in the spring ol
1964 when the actual change.
over is scheduled.

Hard On Ancient Rome

Montreal Gazette

Few visitors to Rome can es-

cape a feeling of humility, and |

of the timelessness of things,
when they gaze upon the re-
mains and monuments of an
empire that vanished over a
thousand years ago, but which
survives in spirit, and which
has permanently enriched the
civilization of the West.

Yet these very monuments,
which have been a tangible,
pnysul witness to this past,

are now in danger. The severe

and bitter winter which has
plaaued all of Europe this year
has taken its toll. And the toll
may be irreplaceable.

Water and snow have entered
into numberless cracks, fissures,
and openings in the ancient
monuments and buildings. 1t |
has then frozen and begun ex-
erting a tremendous and irresis-
tible pressure of expansion. the

Colliseum, the Arch of Titus,
the Baths of Septimus Severus,
and other remains, hlve suf-
fered extensive damai
According to the lupermwnﬂ-
ent of Antiquities for the
man Forum, “only radical pre

| servation and restoration efe

forts will be able to save them.
and the task of saving them
may be so great that it cannot
be undertaken.

So many storied remains, that
have survived a thousand years
may now fall before a single
winter. And nothing but the
most urgent of modern restora
tion programs may preserve
them, If the worst happens, this
will scem a poignant tragedy to
many, like a second deckine and

| fal,"or a second sacking of the

city, with nature's barbariant
as the' Vandals.

Unsmiling CBC

Oftawa Journal

Short of the sadistic savagery
of an American magazne's ar-
ticle on the Prime Minister last
weck, there is ample scope for
the lampooning of political fi-
gures within the bounds of de-
cency.

The politician makes him.
self a target for criticlsm, and
humor, ~ especially at _election
time. * A Canadian politician
should be no more exempt from
lampooning than Winston Chur-
chill was exempt from Labor
Jeers in political fights after the
Secor ar.

CBC, with all the know-

The
| ledge it has accumulated about

the conduct of elections and the
lmludn of Canadians, should

0o timorous about the |

-howa it puts on in the next few
weel e Prime Minister him-
rl e lmlllne. wmﬂd be sur-
prlled to read that the CBC had
cancelled a televi in
which a comedian does a take-
off of him at a press conference.

The CBC normally is not pro-
tective of the Prime Minister,
who has had his share of eriti-
cism and teasing through its
services. But now there's an el-
eclllm

any spool_of

the CBC deeldel that
|

must be balanced with a spool
of Mr. Pearson. And if a spool
of Mr. Pearson has to be bal
anced with one of Mr. Thompson
and finally one of Mr. Douglas
the CBC will give up and there
won't be a light bit on the clec-
tion personalities at all.

This will be regrettable. We
lament it particularly because
we are to be exposed to batta-
lions of long - faced political
commentators, including news-
papermen, who have no great
background knowledge of politics
but become solemn experts by
virtue of seating themselves in

| n rhgir with a microphone be-

hr CBC could lampoon some

of these clay - footed pundits
along with the politicians. One
of the democratic rights is t he
right to laugh at ourselves, but
you'd never know it to hear and
Watch the CBC at election time.
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