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Christmas Cheer

Music and colour and cheer characterize
the Christmas season, for it is traditionall_\/‘a
a season and not a day on the calendar.
This is the time when families are reunited
and friendships are renewed. We hope that
this Christmas Number of The Guardian
will contribute to the general feeling of joy
in the festive season. Many individuals
have eontributed to its pages, not least the
merchants who serve the public throughout
the year but who at Christmas make
prodigious efforts to help everyone: to get
exactly the right gift that they have in
mind.

Every community, large and small, is
blossoming out in colourful lights and de-
corations. Young and old feel a lift as they
see the sights and feel the undercurrent of |
excitement. To the youngsters, of course,
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it is the central point of the whole year i
and so it should be.
There were people who discouraged

Dickens in his efforts to make Christmas
the joyous festival it should be. They are
forgotten, however, and the *Christmas
Carol” lives on and people everywhere re-
joice that this is a glad occasion. The event
that it celebrates is holy but the happiness
occasioned is most properly spread through-
out our family, business and social lives.
There should indeed be joy unconfined.

Youthful Lingutsts

An American teacher and author has
observed that the average child between
4 and 6 years of age can learn to speak
geveral languages simultaneously —without
interfering with his ability to master his
native tongue. At the same time Canada’s
National Research Council was told by Dr.
Wilder Penfield, O. M., that children under
ten can learn two or three languages as
casily as one. From the age of one to
ten or fourteen the speech areas of the
brain are in a highly receptive state.

These opinions suggest that our whole
approach to the teaching of"languages re-
quires to be altered. ‘Perhaps something
in the nature of educational foreign-lan-
guage mbtion pictures could be provided
to enable youngsters to hear and see sim-
ple conversations and situations. Even be-
fore they reached the usual school age they
might well be able to take part in con-
versation in several languages.

If the opinions are correct it is quite
wrong to postpone the learning of lan-
guages other than English until the higher
grades. That delay, in fact, assures that
a very considerable number of students
will never know foreign languages as any-
thing but a course which they took—in
English.

The Berlin Conference

The international spotlight now moves
(rom Bermuda to Berlin. It is a consider-
able achievement, notes a British com-
mentator, to have induced the Russians at
last to agree to come into a conference
about Germany for the first time in six
years, but that is no more than the be-
ginning. What is going to happen at the
Four Power meeting in Berlin or January
4? That must depend very largely on Mr.
Molotov. The three Western Ministers will
go prepared to enter into serious negotia-
tions for a settlement on Germany and for
final conclusion of the long-delayed Aus-
trian Treaty. Obviously these will be mal-
ters on which it is impossible to com-
promise. Obviously it will be impossible
to agree to any arrangement which the
West Germans would reject and refuse to
implement. But all the same, if the Rus-
sians come with the same serious inten-
tion, it might prove possible to find some
sort of modus vivendi which would at
any rate reduce tension and pave the way
for a final settlement.

But if the Russians come with no in-
tention of seriously trying to reach agree-
ment on the German and Austrian ques-
tions, but determine instead to force dis-
cussion of all sorts of extraneous issues
which they may hope will produce division
and dissension amongst the Western Pow-
ers, then the Berlin Conference will be
' foredoomed to the fate of the 1947 meet-

ings of the Council of Foreign Ministers

“in Moscow and London. Both contingen-
cles were considered at Bermuda. Detail-

in the various circumstances are starting
almost "at once, after which we can only

ence will have fruitful results at Berlin.

the former conference are now in entire
agreement about
nature of NATO programs in what may be
called the second phase of rearmament,—
the phase in which the urgent high-speed
rearmament of the past two or three years
can be replaced by a steadier and less in-
tensive program spread over a longer per-
iod.

he began to convalesce
surgical operation his brain had been vis-
ible.
him about it,” he said
he always said I had no brains.” The story |
is probably apocryphal.
contains a good moral.

children in any physical manner think noth-

never amount to anything. Actually this
is a form of injury even more serious thant
the physical sort because usually it does not[

almost certain eventually to lose the self-
confidence and buoyant energy which are
so valuable in the building of character and

sonality. There is, of course, a place for| =~
censure for that, too, is a part of life and
every child must learn to meet it. In no|g
sense, however, is it as helpful as an oc-
casional word of praise even when the
child’s achievements are small and seeming-

ly unimportant.

ait and hope that the Bermuda Confer-
he three participating Governments in

the future shape and

Praise Better Than Censure ;
A young man whose skull was fractured;
the result of an accident was told when
that during the|

S

“Please write to my father and tell
to his doctor, ‘for

it |

|

Nevertheless,
Parents who would never harm their

ng of telling them they are stupid and will

eal so readily. A child who hears about
his faults and deficiencies day after day is
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n the development of a well-balanced per-

EDITORIAL NO1ES
Tomorrow, the 4th Sunday in Advent,
the Sunday before Christmas.

Ll » L]
Christmas parties are the order of the
day. There are of course, parties through-
out the year but somehow they do not ap-
proach in gaiety those being held at this
season.

7

The Salvation Army bell sounds cheer-
fully through the wintry air and the money
dropped in the Christmas pail sounds a
similarly cheerful note for many to whom
Christmas might otherwise be bleak.

L]

The present situation of Canada’s Mer-
chant Navy, if it can still be so called, is
far from satisfactory. The Government’s
stand prevents much of our present ship-
ping from being sold abroad but there is no
indication that an efficient and profitable
merchant fleet will be developed.
L] L »

Visitors to Britain are famiflar with the
incentive to buy provided by tne system
of making purchases tax-free for tourists.
The proposal of the Canadian Exporters’
Association to adopt a similar practice here
might well indeed bring in an additional
$2,000,000,000 in sales as claimed.

Although placing only third in number |
of telephones and in number of telephones
per hundred persons, Canada has again led
the world in the average number of calls
placed per person. Canadians averaged 388.7
calls compared with 382.1 for Americans
and 360.1 for Icelanders. When there is a
phone at hand it seems that Canadians are
determined to use it.
L L]

Joseph Mallord William Turner, English
landscape painter, died this date 1851. He
was the son of a barber and his early edu-
cation was much neglected. He entered
the Royal Academy School, however, and
later had the good fortune to study in the
home of Sir Joshua Reynolds. He travel-
led a good deal but spent most of his life
in London. He visited Scotland in order
to illustrate a new edition of Scott’s poems.

Beautification of the roads as desired
by the Community Planning Association
requires a different approach from that of
years ago. The pleasant, tree and flower-
bordered country roads have given place tu
wide and built-up highways with plenty of
clearance.
now be taken into consideration, particular-
ly as modern speeds make it difficult to
pay attention to anything close to thé high-
way. :

assurances against aggression after what
she suffered at Hitler's hands is the view
of Prime Minister Churchill. The piling up
of armament, consideration of “preventive
war” and general uncertainty can be traced
very largely to fears of aggression. It
cannot be sufficiently emphasized that the
measures being taken by the North Atlantic

ed discussions by experts of the Three Pow-
ﬁ-’n consider what Ine should be taken

ult., the question of the annexation
ot our Government to that of Nova
Scotia was discussed by the Prince-

Against the idea of the annexation
nearly the
spoke, and all voted. It was argued
that in the cases of Cape Breton
@ad Ireland we have sufficient proof
of the evil tendency of such a meas-
ure; since the inhabitants of both
these places are loud in their clam-
ours for the repeal of the existing
unions, and neither of them is
thriving as it would under an in-
ternal Government and domesiic
Legislature because deprived of a
fair participation in the rights and
privileges of the constitution; and
a similar measure would involve us
in

reduction of

riongst the distinguished Legisiature

1t is the distant view that must

That the Soviet Union is entitled to

| verage of tendecay
this area’ states Dr. B.J. O'Meara. "Sodium fluoride in drvinking
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“Organized haste will save you
and panic will destroy you.” This

by President Eisenhower
meeting of American' mayors. The
advice !t contains is just as val-
From time to time reports have
countries that the situation "with
respect to clvil defence is not as
satisfactory as
improved upon daily.
attitude of the public and,
course, no measures, however tesh-
nically efficlent, will be of very

can be matched by popular Inter-
est and co-operation.

urgings and warnings that have

and others, there Is still. a good

to distinguish between defensive
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INDIFFERENCE AND CIVIL DEFENCE
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simple they

for Canadians as for Amer-
safe,
sumptions

which look

red in the press of both
noying habit. of confou
theorists,
it ought to ULe:| modern warfare every
ally, many measures have
introduced and they aré be-
‘The
be¢" in the
of

portance It ought not
gotten that, while the

eneck” seems to

sign or accident,
towns and  even
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beforehand what a ru
gressor would do in
circumstance. In any
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value unless their efficiency on

s a fact that, despite appeals,
from tivil defence officials
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a lot of people seem unable
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ANNEXATION DISCUSSED

«On Thursday evening, the 18'h
f

own Royalty Debating Soclety.
whole of the Sociely
i

«

similar consequences.
“They also maintained, that the
our representation,
probably to 7, and these a vely
small minority in the Legislature,
and also nearly uninfluential a-

of Nova Scotia, would be neerly
equal to depriving us of our rep-
resentation altogether, and would
place us completely at the mercy
of Nova Scotians, who would
appropriate ouy resources to thef®
own use, impose severe penalt'es
vpon us to advance their internai
improvement, and {fill our public
offices with natives of that country,
to the neglect o% our own inhab-
itants, and to the prejudice of
justice; that consequently our roads
and bridges would be neglected,
our harbours without wharves
our schools unprovided for, and
every part of our internal improve-
ment hindered.
“They furthermore argued, that
the laws of Nova Scotia were in
many cases unsuitable to our cir-
cumstances, and in others oppres-
sive,—such, for instance, as the
Poor Laws and the Statute Labouf
Law. And as the climax of all the.
evils attendant on such a measuie,
they mentioned the ruinous con-
sequence to result from the loss
to the Island of the present Civil
List, paid by the Home Govern-
ment, as well as a large part of
our own resources ecxpended in
paying officers who would then no
longer exist in the Island; together
with the entire loss of the annual
expenditure of married zentlemen,
at present residing in the Island,
who would immediately, in the
event of the supposd union with
Nova Scotia, abandon it.”

—The Palladium, May 2, 1844,
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The Age Old Story

Behold, the deys come, saith the
Lord, that I will raise unto David
a righteous Branch, and a King
shajl reign and prosper, and shall
execute judgment and justice in the
earth, In his days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall dwell safcly:
and this is his name whereby he
shall be called, the Lord our right-
cousness.

poetry is making its first appear-
ance in print with “the fiddlehead”
which sets forth

wick. It is not exactly “the fiddle-
head’s” first appearance
dorm. The Bliss Carman Poetry
Soclety, whose home is in Freder-

lishing in that name In mimeo-
graphed form a little magazine—
‘almost a pamphlet—of poems con-
tributed by its members. With the
suspension

ada's very few publications devoted
to Canadian poetry (to our shame
be it sald) the publishers of *the
fiddlehead”
their very best to make up the
loss.

but we can't resist commenting on
it. A city haberdasher just a few
days ago ran a newspaper ndver-
tisement
shirts. These shirts were identical

water would reduce by two-thirds the amount of decay.”

Another
. partly psychological and partly

peogY:

boured by the man who refuses
to take out life insurance bocause
he believes that in some myster-
ious manner this sort of protection
would shorten his life,
the woman who refuses to take an
umbrella along because that would
almost certanly be an nvitaton
| rain.

ical factor —
is similiar to to that har-

of the destructive
rewer bombs, nothing

and, by|ians could possibly do

won the war there and

contributing factor

fact that atomic bombs
a thousand times more

i

l— is the fact that
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except for size, and the artist had
sketcher from them most attract-
ively: a tall, Greek-god type of man

A little magazine of Canadian
in conventional
orm from Fredericton, New Bruns-

in any

cton has for some time been pub-

from publication of
‘Oontemporary Verse” one of Can-

have decided to do

—Montreal Btar

We won't'nuempt to explain this,

featuring two tallored

haired woman was gracefully wear-

The Way ~ ‘

]

was wearing one, and a small, curly

ing the other. As history shows.
women often are persuaded oy
subtly different routes of reason-
ing which can't always be fathomed
by mere men. Occasionally & man
is found who takes these subtle
differences into account. Our hab-
erdasher is one of these rare beings.
At the bottom of his ad he had
priced the shirts thusly: His, $11.00.
Hers, $10.95.

—Christian Science Monitor

The much-talked-about Shakes-
pearean Festival at Stratford, Ont..
Jast summer was a success, and
because of this it s quite natural
that it should be tried a second

work, preparing a program of plays
and music which should be at
least as entertaining as last year,
with every opportunity of being
better. In its first year, the festi-
val's survival depended on its in-
itial popularity—and to some de-
gree the enthusiasm of its finan-

Yo =
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THE OLD SONG

When all the world is young, lad,
And all the trees are green;
And every goose a swan, lad,
And every lass a queen;

Then hey for boot and horse, lad,
And round the world away;
Youny r'cod must have its course,

lad,
And evcry dog his day.

When all the world is old, 1ad,
And all the trees are brown;

And all the sport is stale, lad,
And all the wheels run down:
Creep home, and take your place

there,

The spent and maimed among:
God grant yocu find one face there
You loved when all was young.

cial sp s, But from now on its
survival sticks to its aims. It is not
the intention to permit the re-
pertoire to degenerate into a
charivarl for the masses, but that
a serious standard be maintained
for all those who would reach to-
ward it in the interests of a de-
veloping Canadian bheatre.

—8aint John Telegraph Journal
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—Charles Kingsley.
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selves on soil far from home, Our
knowledge of atomic weapons not-

atomic age.
us that in the event of another
world war no place on this earth
would be safe from attack.
all that, we like to dwell in the
illusion that, somehow, “it won't
happen here”.

to the
psychiatrists say that this mental
attitude is one of the very com-

instability.

fortable view that attack, it and
when it comes, will by-pass cer-

living in Boston, for example be-
lieves that New York will be the
main target.
thinks it will be Detrolt or San

ancisco. Ten ochances to
time. The committee 18 already at g:opl

people in Halifax are reasonably

old as the human race.

I suppose
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far Americans and Canadians
don. This is, of course,
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mendous improvement.
Obviously, what defen

tanding, we are unable to
the full implications of the
Our knowledge tells
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ture,
expectedly.

No one in any posit
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ulation, is nothing more
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One thing is certain.
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while public

centres and areas. The man

The New Yorker
one,
e in Toronto believe that

ax will take the brunt, and|broken down.

that Montreal will come fivst.
is a psychological trait as
Lightning

hit neighbour’s house
it isn’t likely to hit mine.
it is logical to assume

1642 by the Dutch nav!
Tasman, 130 years be
explored its shores.

that in the event of an atomic ;.

somea s
which weuld be by-passed for the

no great military importance. Ac.
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No one can predict

bomb meant for Halifax,
say, could very easlly as a resylt

Charlottetown or Souris or

very widespread —
which doubtless s posing a prob.
lem for civil defence authoritics
This is the attitude that. in view
qualitites

of any practical benefit.
state of mind had prevailed
England in 1940 Hitler would h:ve

this deduction doés not lose any
of its validity by reason of the

but it must be remembered
defensive measures and detection

ities in this country and in the
United States are trying to dn 1a
to build up in the minds of 1l

Eisenhower calls “organized haste”
which would go a long way fo-

should war break out un-
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PROFESSIONAL CARDS

95 to 4.50

; Men's Lined
¢ press cLoves ..1.95 to 5.95
iTes ... 15¢c to 1.50

Men’s Dressing

GOWNS .....

6.95 t0 13.95 !

Men’s
DRESS SOCKS

75¢ to 1.50
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Gordon E. MacMillan,

BARRISTER, SOLIUITOR, Ete,
154 Prince St.

BARRISTER, S(
NOT

.nA-. LL.'..

Charbttetown
DIAL 5223

OPTOMETR

165 Queen St.
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Corner Kent
Office Phone 913

J. Elmer Blanchard,
B.A.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR,
NOTARY, Ete.
Phone 4232

*
Reddin Bros.

DIAL 4386

Community are defensive and have aggres-
sive motive.

L. M. Doucette

R.. M. Smallman
PRRMMERNHERMRNIRMH NN

Jackets and Overcoats
ALL SPECIALLY PRICED

STORE OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL CHRISTMAS

MEN'S STORE

The GREENDAL Co. Ltd.
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M 9
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(Next to Simpson's Agency) 202 Queen St.
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