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St. Patrick’s Day

- The patron saint of Ireland is no legend-.
ary figure, but one of the greatest Christian
missionaries of all time; and his career has
fittingly come to symbolize the achieve-
ments in Christian culture and civilization
of Old Erin, dating back to a period long
before the light of the Gospel had penetrat-
ed to other parts of the British Isles, and
when her scholars and theologians gave in-
struction and inspiration to all Europe.

‘The observance of St. Patrick’s Day has
been one of the grand old traditions of the
Benevolent Irish Society since its formation
hére in the year 1825, and it is one in
which all our citizens have taken interest.
During the war years, the customary full-
dress turnout for the anniversary was dis-
continued, but since then it has been re-
vived, and today’s observance will be mark-
ed, as of old, by a turnout in full strength
to St. Dunstan’s Basilica.

Also in keeping with time-honoured prac-
tice is the B. I. S. dramatic entertainment,
which drew large audiences yesterday after-
noon and evening at the Prince Edward
Theatre, . and is being repeated at matinee
and evening performances today. The pro-
duction is under the capable direction of
Mr. Pius Callaghan, with a-talented local
cast and numerous specialties.

Three outstanding objectives have been
pursued by the Benevolent Irish Society
since its organization here a century and
a quarter ago. These are the relief of the
poor of all classes, the perpetuation of Irish
national sentiment, and the performance of
works of benevolence. It lists among its
founders some of the outstanding men of
the Province, and it has continued to enjoy
the confidence and esteem of the public in

. a manner highly creditable to those who
have carried on the work. May its shadow
never grow less!

Taxing The Small Merchant

Taxes, it is said, tend to favor Big Busi-
ness at the expense of the small merchant.
Truth of this observation is illustrated in
the proposed provincial sales tax on retail
sales.
Consider the problem posed by the re-
tail sales tax for the merchant whose busi-
ness is largely confined to low-priced items.
How will he be able to add three per cent
to the cost of a soft drink which sells for
~ seven cents? What about the bar of soap.
or the box of aspirin, or any one of a host
of items that sell for a few cents and which,
when the three per cent retail sales tax is
added, would work out at a price to the
consumer of so many cents and a fraction?

The bookkeeping alone would eat up most
of the profit on such items. Alternatives
open to the merchant would be either to
increase the price to the consumer, which
would reduce sales, or absorb the fraction,
which would make it tougher for him to
stay in business.

Even on more costly items there would
be a problem. Trade practices of selling
items at 99 cents would vanish. Threz
per cent added to 99 cents makes an im-
possible calculation for the retail business.

If most of the provinces had not sold
their normal sources of tax revenue for an
annual Ottawa “hand-out,”” probably no
situation would have developed in which so
unmanageable a scheme as the proposed
retail sales tax would ever have occurred to
the politicians. :

: Dofqnee Contracts & Recruiting

Consistency is, perhaps, an overrated
virtue but it is one in which the Federal
Government seems conspicuously lacking.

In the matter of recruitirig the objective
is to attain a«maximum expansion of the
nation’s armed forces by voluntary means,
In striving for this each Province and local-

ity is. given every encouragement to con-
tribute its quota. The fact that costs would
probably be reduced by concentrating re-
cruiting efforts to the larger centres of
population is absolutely disregarded in the
interest of obtaining maximum results.
. It is-otherwise with war contracts. The
| desirability of making full use of available
: wer, - worker's housing, sources of

in{ing. Submitted by a four-man delegation,
/ |bury, the five-point brief asked :mt;x on

EDITORIAL NOTES

St. Patrick's Day.
-

Tomorrow 6th Sunday in Lent. Palm
Sunday.

. - -

With the sale of the M. V. Eskimo the
“Jones Line” would seem to be out of busi-

ness.

War threats, the cost of living index,
bridge sites and even election prospécts are
very much in the background as Irishmen
hold the centre stage to celebrafe St. Pat-
rick’s Day.

Philip Massinger, English dramatist, died
this date 1640, In 1606 he went to Lon-
don and wrote plays, mostly in collabor-
ation with Tourneur, Dekker, and above all,
between 1613 and 1625, with Fletcher. His
individual pieces have ingenious plots, often
taken from the Italian or Spanish, but the
handling is often gross, ’

It would appear that the question of
dropping’ the means test for old age pen-
sions will turn not on matters of principle
but on the practical problem of determin-
ing over what age group a general pension
can be awarded without reducing the value
of the pension to those in actual need.

Minister of Industry and Natural Re-
sources Cullen reported ir fhe Legislature
that over $11,000 was paid out in'fox, crow
and skunk bounties last year. 7,445 skunk
bounties were turned in, 856 foxes and 793
crows feet. Quite a lot of work for the de-
partment to handle in addition to its other
duties. :

L L

It all depends on whose ox is gored.
Britain’s Socialist Government has been
nationalizing her industr;es at a wholesale
rate, irrespective of private interest and
enterprise, but no sooner does Iran follow
suit than she enters her vigorous protest,
because the privately owned oil industry of
Iran is vital to Britain’s defence.

In India it is now proposed te introduce
legislation to check the growth of India’s
superabundant population. This won’t be
altogether new. Before British admin-
istration and civilization stopped the prac-
tice, the restriction consisted not of taxing
the parents, but of drowning the excess of
girl babies.

-

The practical silence of the Transport-
ation Commission report on our Wood Is-
lands-Caribou service seems inexplicable save
from the point of view that it is a private
commercial enterprise without the scope of
the Commission. But it will be a serious
matter if the service the company renders
is to be handicapped for the lack of ade-
quate subsidy.

’ .
The service clubs of the Province, ot
which there are quite a few, are suggested
by the Premier to add o their undertakings
that of purchasing, say 1,000 acres or so of
cheap land and planting it in trees, as is
being done in some other provinces. The
idea’is- a good one, and if adopted, might
ultimately result in the organization of a
splendid publicly owned asset to our new
forestry industry.

. .

The trouble with our P. E. I.-New-
foundland trade development plans seems
to be that no sooner was it inaugurated
than the Federal .Government subsidized
big interest competition from 'Montreal
and Cape Breton to help out the St. John’s
merchants, who were suffering-loss from
the Island’'s direct shipments to outports.
Now the private owners of the Eskimo
will expect to be subsidized to carry our
Island produce, or we will be left out in
the cold.

® »

New Brunswick potato producers like
our own are complaining bitterly of the in-
adequacy of markets and prices in the
past year. Mr. H, C. Greenlaw told the
Legislature that although there are fewer
potatoes on hand than at the same time
148t year, the situation is worse, because

season. Normal returns for an average
potato crop in New Brunswick were from’
$17,000,000 to $20,000,000, he said, but this
year, only about $5,000,000 had been re-
ceived so far.

/ '. .
The C. C. F. in New Brunswick is mak-
ing political history. For what is believed
the first time in the annals of the 165-
year-old Legislature a political party op-
posed to the government of the day pre-
sented a brief to a regular cabinet meet-
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te |rates, more government constructed roads
f:nd the revamping of the N. B. Elections
'c" (Kowry " 5 % .\

1
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the same markets are not available this |sey.

PUBLIC FURUM

This column Is open to the
s by correspondents
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
ily endorsv the opinion of
correspondents.

TEACHERS' SALARIES

4
8ir, — The Minister of Education,
Hon. F. A. Large, in a recent speech
in the Legislature, put forth cer-
tain - figures regarding teachers’
salaries which through their in-
completeness might be misleading
to the public. He stated that the
teachers in Summerside High
School, who have more than thir-
teen years’ experience, received
$1,900. There are twelve teachers in
this category and only one receives

The salaries of urban teachers
which he quoted might seem rela-
tively high when compared with
those of rural teachers. Neverthe-
less this does not mean that the
urban teachers receive more from
the government. The difference be-
tween rural and urban teachers’' pay
is the supplements paid by the
School Boards in the respective
areas,
On the contrary other factors be-
Ing equal, the urban teacher re-
ceilves twenty-five dollars a year
less from the Government than a
teacher in the rural areas.
All teachers in the Province re-
ceive from the Government the
same statutory salary and if there
is a difference, then the school
boards in the urban areas are the
ones responsible.

We are, Sir, etc.,
A GROUP OF TEACHERS

Ae <
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CLONMACNOISE
From the Gaelic of Angus O’Gillan

In & quiet wa'er'd place, a land of
roses,

Stands Saint Kleran's city fair;
And the warriors of Erin in their
farmous generations

Slumber there.

There beneath the dewy
sleep the noblest
Of the clan of Conn,
Each below his stone with name in
branching Ogham

And the sacred knot thereon.

hillside

There are lald io rest the seven
Kings of Tara,

There the sons of Cairbre sleep—
Battle-banners of the Gael that in
Kieran's plain of crosses
Now their final hosting keep.

And in Clonmacnoise they laid the
men of Teffa,

And right many a lord of Breagh;
Deep the sod above Clan Creide
and Clan Conaill,

Kind in hall and fierce in fray.

Many and many a son of Conn the
Hundred fighter

In the red earth lies at rest;
Many a blue eye of Clan Colman
the turf covers,

Many a swan-white breast.

—T. W. Rolleston.
‘) Old Charlottetown @
(And P. E. L) iﬂ

“Tuesday last being Saint Pat-
rick's Day, the Irish Volunteers
and the Benevolent Irish Society,
with music and banners floating
on the breeze, marched in “pro-
cession to the Roman Catholic
Cathdecal, where a sermon appro-
priate to the occasion was preach-
ed by the Rev. James McKenna,
“In the evening the Society
gave a concert in aid of their
funds in St. Andrew’s Hall, which
was so well filled that numbe
were unable to obtain admittance.
The bill of fare was large, varied
and well cendered. The perfor-
mance on the Irish pipes was
highly appreciated. Last evening
the concert was repeated for the
benefit of Mrs. Stevenson whose
services in connection with Tues-
day night's = entertainment were
favourably acknowledged.

“At the annual meeting of the
Soclety, which was also hel¢d at
St. Andrew's Hall on Tuesday
evening, the following gentlemen
were appointed office bearers for
the ensuing year: Patron, Hon. D.
Brenan (re-elected); President,
James Redcin, Esq. (re-elected);
Vice President, Mr, Francis Mec-
Carron; Assistant Vice President,
Mr, John A, McKenna; Treasurer,
Mr. Martin Hogan; Secretary, Mr,
Waltee C. Grant, (re-elected):
Committee on OCharity, Mr. John
McQuillan, ~ chairman, Messrs,
Peter Doyle, Owen Winters, Mich-
ael Kelly, Patrick Farmer, Mich-
ael Hennessey, Francis McKen-
na, Standard Bearers — Messrs,
Hugh Creamer and John Hennes-

"

ST. PATRICK'S DAY

“The Tslander, March 20, 1866.

FIRST MAYOR
18, Sask.— (CP) —H. 8.
Naduriak was elected first mayor

Mrs, Palmer, only woman
uadaluu for council, was al:o el-
ected.

N o _

H. J. A, BROWN, R.Op.
g Orﬁhogad!c
CHIROPODIST

Now_ Located In the

FASHION PLATE

Pop Goes The Weasel

(Montreal Gazette)

There have been a numbec of
financial crudities in Canaca's pol-
itical life. But perhaps a rather
special claim may be established
for the decision to make a direct
grant of $85,000,000 to the Canad-
ian wheat growers.

The grant is not being made be-
cause the wheat growers did not
do well under the terms of the
wheat contract made by the Govs
ernment with Great Britain. It is
being made because they did pot
do quite as well as they and ‘the
Government expected.

But direct grants of this kind,
and under such circumstances,. can
hardly be made to one group of
producers alcne. The Government
can hardly become a political dis-
criminator  of persons.

The rush to Ottawa is already
beginning. The cheese rroducers
(Who were also tied down to a
long-term British conteact) have
announced that they are meeting
next week and they, almost cer-
tainly, will make ‘similar demands
for “adjustments.” And then there
are the apple gwowers, who may
ask for more. They were not mere-
ly disappointed in their market.
they had almost no market at all.
And then there are the fishermen
of the Pacific and the Atlantic

coasts. They too think that they
have at least as good a case for
a direct grant.
- L L
If these claims are to be met

(and it is hard to see that one
claim is not, on broad grounds, as
reasonable as another) hopes of
cutting Government spending = will
disappear. The bcttom of the
treasury bex will resemble nothing
so much as a sieve.

It all goes back to the year 1948,
when the Govecnment's planners,
were planning. Rt. Hon. J. G.
Gardiner, as Minister of Agricult-
ure, received much the same kind
¢f advice from his advisers that
other cabinet members were ce-
ceiving from theirs. According to
the advisers, Canada was bound to
enter into a slump after the war—
a slump that might slip down-
wards scmewhere near a depres-
slon. It was in accordance with
such advice that the Government
planned, more or less all along the
line, to let loose an inflation, at
the very time when it ought to

The Age-01d Story

In God have I put my trust;
will.not be afrald what man can
do unto me. Thy vows- are upon
me, O God; I will render pralses
unto thee. For thou hast deliv-
ered my soul from death; wilt not
thou deliver my feet from falling,
that I may walk before God in the
light of the living?

have been planning to hold it in.

According to Mr. Gardiner's
planning, it would be a smart
thing to negotiate a long-term
contract for wheat with the Brit-
ish Government, As an induce-
ment to the British to enter the
contract, a low price would be set
—one lower than the world-price
of wheat. When the great ceces-
sion came, the world-price would
tumble, and the Canadian wheat
growers would find themselves
riding above the waves.

Now it is all about over, and
the calculated depression has fafl-
ed ‘to materialize. The Canadian
wheat growers, instead of coing
better than average in a depressed
world, have done somewhat worse
than average in a bocming one.
The Wheat Pools and the Canad-
ian Feceration of Agriculture
were all for Mr. Gardiner's idea
in 1946. Now they expect Mr.
Gardiner to pay them for his mis-
take.

It is true that Mr. Gardiner has
been backed, by his own error of
judgment, into a tight political
corner, Pechaps some sympathy
should. be felt for the necessity of
nis cabinet colleagues to buy his
way out. But the trouble is that
thehtaxpayers have to put up the
cash,

. e

In order to soften the blow for
the taxpayer an appearance is giv~
en of skilful financial juggling. As
M. St. Laurent announced to the
House, there happens to be $65,-
000,000 left over from the money
provided for the British loan. As
the British don’t want it, it is
being turned over to the Canad-
ian wheat growers.

But there is no real connection
between paying $65,000,000 to the
Canadian wheat growers and hav-
ing $65,000,000 left over from the
British loan. The only resemblance
between the two amounts is that
they happen to be the same. That

-_
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WITH SOUND AND ADEQUATE INSURANCE
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HYNDMAN & CO. LTD.
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ALLISON P. MacLEAN, CLU, District Manager at Summerside
CYRUS A. R. SHAW, CLU, District Manager at Montague

AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE

'COMPLETE
INSURANCE .
~ SERVICE

Since 1873

fire extinguisher, radio,
spot ‘reading’ lights, an intercom-
municating system with other
rooms in the house, and a bund-
ling-board down . the middle so
that when a large man rolls over
his wife won’t jounce. Priced- al
$11.95, with an anti-snoring device
added, one of these would be a
must for the well-equipped home.
—(Ottawa  Citizen.)

The role of Canada in the mob-
ilization of the free nations in
their own defence is extremely
impressive. An army, navy and air
force on a scale unprecedented in
Canadian history in peace time is
being created, and the fighting
quality which Canadians have de-
monstrated on many, battlefields
make§ the military contribut'on a
most important one. But even
more significant is the utilization
of Canada’s mines and forests for
the common defence. — (New York
Herald Tribune.)

A fortune in blueberries is left
untouched in Northern Ontario
every year, Thousands upon thous-
ands of bushels of this small fruit
ripen and shrivel away each sea-
no%e. their only function that of
adding extra color to hundreds of
miles of landscape. Some day, not
too far away we hope, people in
this section of Canada are going
to capitalize on the abundancé of
blueberries throughout the district.
A reminder of this is a recipe just
handed on from the Department
of Lands and Forests. Toss a
handful of blueberries—in season
—or frozen blueberries at thistime

$65,000,000 could have been ap-
plied to any onk of a score of oth-
er urgent matters, from paying
for defence to reducing the nat-
fonal debt. Because it goes to the
wheat growers as a direct subsidy,
it only means that there is still
another $65,000,000 for the  tax-
payer to make up out of his own
well-worn pocket.

It is an old saying about sowing
the wind and reaping the whirl-
wind. But in this instance this
grim reaper will come tapping at
the taxpayer’s docr. It {s the tax-
payers who will pay to ease the
political embarrassments of  Mr.
Gardiner's big mistake.

41
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ppeared | o the year into ‘your flapack bat.

fer, and you really ve s
thing, the department uwes
This novel inclusion to pancake
batter is recommended by . tha
rangers of the Ontario department,
—(Fort Willlam ' Times-Journa),)

Pearl River is s quiet littis

about' twenty miles west of P;;:v:r'
York, A young fellow was walking
along there the other day shoot.
ing at crows. One of his bullets
went astray; instead of hitting the
crow it was atmed at, it hit a fire.
works factory. The whole place
went up with a blast and a cloud
of smoke that led people al arounq
to think an atomic bomb haq been,
dropped. What did they do? A
listener to lectures, a peruser of
pamphlets, might suppose that they
all ran away from the explosion,
The fact of the matter —as any
real student of human nature, ese
pecially North American human
nature, might have guessed — iy
that they did ‘just the opposite,
They ran, drove, and propelleq
their wheelchalrs toward i, Every
highway leading to the plant yas
Jjammed. Civil defense officialg
might well study the incident,
They are making their plans on
the assumption that when Mega-
lopolis gets bombed, thousands will
flock out, looking for safety. They
should also consider the possibile
ity that when Megalopolis gotg
bombed, thousands will flock ir

looking for excitement. The trailig
jams may well caused by people
entering, not leaving, the doomed
city.. Man 18 made of flesh and
blood, sure. enough. But in with
the flesh and blood s mixeqd 8
good bit of rubber. Knock him
down, and he bounces righ;

u
again; abolish him, and he comel:
shambling back. Threaten him

with nameless horrors, and he ex.
presses a lively ‘ interest, and asks
how much it will cost to got in,
and is it all right to bring the
family, The kind of people now
facing atomic demolition are, after
all, the kind who pay out gooq
money for automobiles which they
drive at seventy-five miles pep
hour on roads fit for half t hap
speed, TLet us not too readily ase
sume that when the thing hape
pens, an invisible hand will ‘pe
seen writing, “Mene, mene, teke}
upharsin.”  What 15 as likely ig
that an all too visible hand wig
be seen collecting admission fees,
and an all too audible voice hearq

crying, “Popcorn, = peanuts, soft
drinks....” — (Toronto Globe and
Mail.)

PROFESSIONAL CARDS

Bell, Mathieson &
§ Foster

Barrlsters, Solicitors, etc.
R. R. BELL, KC,

D. L. MATHIESON, LL.B.. KC.
G. R, FOSTER, LL.B.
Loans on City and Farm

Properties.
150 Richmond Street
Charlottetown, P. E, I.

BYRON J. GRANT 0.0.
OPTOMETRIST
126% Kent Street
PHONE 879
Adjoining North American Hotel

J. A. CARRUTHERS

GLORIA BUILDING
179 Grafton St.

OPTOME!RIST
A. Walthen Gaudet, PHONE 4712
LL.B.
BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete. 123 Kent Street
“P‘ug':“::'":::;‘ (Next to Simpsens Agency)
Money to Loan Collection | ¥
" Dr. A. L. Macisaac John P. Nicholson, |
. DENTIST LL.B. ‘
Denta) X-Ray

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR,
Ete.

154 Prinee St., Ch'town.

L

FREDERIC A. LARGE,

Barrister, Sollcitor, Notary
Royal Bank of Canada Building
Charlottetown, P. E. I,

LOANS ON ,CITY AND

Gaudet & Haszard
GILBERT A. GAUDET; B. A, LL.#
, Barristers aud Solicitors
Money to Lean
Canadian Bank of Commerce Bll!

FARM PROPERTIES
Chas. R. McGuaid
J. S. TAYLOR B.A.
ERERER BARRISTER, SOLICITOR.
s NOTARY, Ete.,
Eyes examined, glasses fitted Eastern Trust Buflding
Corner Kent & Queen Sts. . CHARLOTTETOWN
Office Phore 1956—House 1013 Phone 1711
) Dr. W. R. Carson
Matkeson & Peake Chrataies
A.W. MATHESON, K.C Palmer Graduate
AH, PEAKE, B.A, LL.B. CHARLOTTETOWN
3 Barrist.rs, eto. - 201 Prince St, Phone 107
Collections — Money to Loan sl
9§ Great George Street ' i ;
“Charificioms ot~ 5 R
(3 6ohr:":".’l&"1;l'mnon. BA
" Bar ato
‘Palmer & Haslam

A ). BASLAM, BA, LB
. Barrister, Ete.
lui.lltmlu‘ll?ntm
Charlottetown, P.E. 1.
MONEY TO LOAN

M. Alban Farmer
B A. LL B
' MONEY TO LOAN
Charlottetown, P.E. L

J. A, McGuigan ' .
- BARRISTER, SOLICTTOR, Ete. w\_ RI:'MBQGM'“U i
NOTARY, ETO. ! . 8.
BARRISTER) SOLICITOR Mlm,:‘uon.w;?u. Ete.
. CURRIE BUILDING PRGN T -
_Adjoining North American Hol Lotn . Col




