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their sharpness gone, filled with vears.
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sank into the chair Lottie gave, while her
young hostess flew about the room. Every-
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little grate, Lrushed and polished, was al-
ready Taidforthe fire, and, at
from Lottie’s match, blazed and erackled

in a few minutes I will give you a cup of
tea. Move nearer, won't you?”’

Apparently speechless with grateful am-
asement and delight, the woman did as bid,
throwing off her wet, tattered shawl, and
holding her wrinkled hands over the blaze,
while her eager eyes still followed every
move Lottie made.
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just as happy and independent as can be.
How do you likeit 7

“Like it " echoed the woman,
it not look like heaven to me?
you all alone ?”
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I have not a relative in
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to the family with & glowing letter of recom-
mendation from me. He was engaged; he
saw my pretty Maude in her home, and 1
nced not tell you how he found her
to be a sh¥ftless spoiled beauty., He
also saw you, and I could never repeat all
his love rhapsodies. I was chagrined that
my choice had been found at fault, and
determined to discover flaws in his, an!
well, I've tried, and—failed !”
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