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T. EARLE HICKEY

Chartered Accountant
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Building
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W. Albert Robertson
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A. Raymond Grant,
BSc. 0.D.
OPTOMLETRIST
Complete Visual Analysis
Classes Fitted
288 Water Street, Summerside
Above Maurice Mill's Men's Wear
Phone Huu

DR. J. R. CUNNINGHAM
VETERINARIAN
ial 2520
Water Street East
Summerside

recussion
fhave a committee appointed from
[ this House to look into the situa-
| tion.

R. E. ELLIS & SON
Fire — Auto — Casualty
ENSURANCE

8 Summer 8t Summerslide

DR. L. K. ZIELINSKI

Kensington, P.E.I.

Office Hours:

Afternaons 2:00-4:00 P. M.
(Except Friday).
Evenings 7:00-9:00 P. M.
(Except Tuesday).
Maternity Cases and Calls
by appointment.
DELANEY TOURIST

HOME
Kensington 29

Phone:

jment of the committees.

committee were
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The debate on the Education
Committee report was resumed in
the Legislature yesterday afternoon
by Premier A. W. Matheson. The
Premier spoke on the educational
problem for about forty minutes
before adjourning the discussion
until today or tomorrow.

In his discussion of the matter
the Premier lauded the work of
Hon. Keir Clark, Minister of Edu-
cation, expressed the opinion that
the failure rate at Prince of Wales
College is somewhat comparable to
what it had been years ago and
compared statistics of entrance re-

sutls in 1913 with 1952.
In his opening remarks the
Premier stated: “This report is

| one which has caused a great deal
jnr argument 1n the press and in
| the House.

There has been some
the appoint-
Several
have argued that there should
never have been a committee on
education.

“My reasons for having such a
that the matter
had been argued in the press and
the House for the last two
Last years the senior mem-

confusion rezarding

vears.

| ber from Charlottetown spoke very
| heatedly on the matter and was

answered in the same tone by the
Premier and then Minister of
| Education.

“That was one thing in the back
of my mind and then in the early
part of 1954 there were a number
of letters in the press. These let-
ters discussed many problems in-
' cluding the failure rate at PWC.
The Principal was considerably
discouraged by one of them and

'asked permission to answer it.

“The Minister of Education was
not available by phone so he ask-
ed me if there was any objection
towards writing a letter in reply.
I said no and he replied to the
letter. It was published in at least

‘one newspaper, The Guardian.

“With this and the general dis-
I thought it proper to

The education problem is
very, very important and there
|are enough people interested in it
lo cause quite a commotion.

Closed But Not Locked
'

“The committee appointed I
think performed a very important

service. The Press said the hear-
ings were held behind closed
doors. Most committees met be-

hind closed doors in fact but it
was not that the doors were lock-
ed. I don't tihnk it was ever the
intention of anyone to have the
meetings behind closed doors.

“In the House we did have a
public hearing that was recorded
and some of the evidence extend-
ed. It is the principle to have a
committee of the House look into
tne affairs of the Government.
The Government is here to guide,
not to drive.

“The committee to investigate

|was appointed during the opening

‘of the debate. How the committee
| was appointed has been fully ex-
plained and we will leave it to the
wxecord

'ASTHMA COUGHS

Millions of sufferers have discovered
coulhs. wheezing, dlﬂcult breathing, and
poor_sleep, caused by attacks of Asthms
and Bronchitis, can be alleviated very sat-
lsunorlly with scientifically compounded

MENDACO. Over 5 milllon packages used,
! oner positive proof. Satisfaction or money

ack. Get MIEDACO at drugglsts lod., 1"
nrmls natural, restful sleep tonighi

PREMIER RESUMES DISCUSSION ON
REPORT OF EDUCATION COMMITTEE

“No doubt every one in this
House is very anxious to express
his opinions on the matter,” stat-
ed the Premier. He recalled that
most members speaking on the
Budget debate had done so.

He added that on Tuesday even-
ing he had been looking through
some of the journals of the House
to see what he might find on the
reports on Education in days gone
by. He said that he picked a few
at random and these included a
report on Education in 1916 by a
Mr. Kane, who was a schcol in-
spector.

He quoted a paragraph from Mr.
Kane's report, part of which read:
“Too many parents act as if the
whole responsibility of education
rests on the shulders of the teach-
ers”. The paragraph placed much
of the blame for educational fail-
ures on parental neglect. “That
could well be written today,” stat-
ed the Premier in reference to the
paragraph.

He stated that in the same year
the Principal at Pringe of Wales
College, Dr. Robertson, had writ-
ten a report in which he stated
the enrolment at the College was
281 pupils. There were 190 girls
and 91 young men.

The war years accounted in part

for the small number of young
men in attendance. But he point-
ed out that the tendency had

bean in evidence for a number of
years. “Young women are coming
here largely by compulsion. It is
their chief if not their only ap-
proach to a respectable living,”
stated the report,

Quotes 1913 Report
.

The Premier quoted a report of
18013 when 462 students took en-
trance examinations and 134 pass-
ed. In the fall of that year there
were 271 students enrolled at P.
W.C. and of this number 63 were
from Charlottetown. “It is regret-
table that the young people of the
City miss these educational ad-
vantages,” stated the report.

“The School Board came to us
in 1952 and said the same as Dr.
Robertson did in this report in
1913,” stated the Premier.

The Premier compared the edu-
cation report of 1952 with the re-
port of 1913. In 1952 there were
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868 students writing ecntrance of
which 5290 or 617% passed. In 1913
there were 18,069 students enrolled
at the schools and of this number
462 tried entrance and 134 passed.
In 1962 there were 18781 students
at school of which 869 tried en.
trance and 529 passed.

“Those 462 students who tried
entrance in 1913 and the 134 who
passed were the cream of the
Lcrop,” stated the Premier. “Today
we are adding in some skim milk
as well as cream. The failure rate
when you get beyond a certain
level can be higher.”

The Premier then suggested
statistics could not be used to
prove anything conclusively. “Any
person who wants to use a group
of figuresfor his own purpose can
twist them around to suit his own
convenience.”

He referred to another report
by Dr. Robertson in 1929. In that
year there were .200 young women.
and 124 young men enrolled at P.
W.C. In the course of the report
Dr. Robertson spoke about the
unsatisfactory accommodations and
stated the students were display-
ing wonderful self control in an
unsatisfactory situation. He added
that no student could be made
into a competent teacher in the
period of one year.

“How serious is the situation
today when we look at a report
like that?"” asked the Premier.

In the past year or so he had
been reading many letters in the
press about modern trends and
ideas. He added that we could
not go along in the modern world
unless we had some changes. He
then referred to an editorial writ-
ten in a Summerslde newspaper
early this month.

Pleasant Recollections

Referring to the “Indictment of
Prince of Wales College” he stated
“I have very pleasant recollections
personally of P.W.C. I suppose I
was just as mischievous as anyone
else who ever entered the College
and worse than some. My memor-
ies of P, W. C. are lasting and
very, very valuable,

“A person must absorb some-
thing from an institution. Those
who passed with the highest marks
are not always the ones who made
the most success in life. There ard
those who pass and fail and those
who fail should not be classed as
failures. If the student has hon-
estly tried he has performed a
very important function for him-
self.

“I have an idea that the failure
rate of years ago is somewhat
comparable to what it is today al-
though I have no figures at hand.”
J He stated that he would never
forget his days around P. W. C.
with Dr. Robertson. “I still recall
him speaking of my health when
I was as tall as I am now and 75
pounds lighter. He took a great

interest in his students. He told
you what to do and how you
should do it.

“Down through the years there
have been changes. You will find
them in the reports, There were
changes under Dr, Steele and Dr.
MacKinnon. A good teacher does
not necessarily make a Prin-
cipal and a good Principal does
not necessarily make a d

Continuea Irom page 12
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5750 Preston

teacher. If you can get a good one
to do both you should do some-
thing to hold on to him.

“Now we have a young man at
Prince of Wales College. He was
born in Prince Edward Island and
has come quite a distance. No
doubt every member in the House
was Impressed by him during the
hearing.

“The gathering of P.W.C. stu-
dents here caught my fancy. 1
was very happy to see them here

after hearing a report that there|'’

was something close to a revolu-
tion at the College.

“Unfortunately a few days after
the report was presented to the
House a National magazine car-
ried a story on senators and the
author was the Principal of * the
College. A number of the mem-
bers of the House were offended
by the story possibly because they
were not named.

“Dr. MacKinnon is a young man
and I would say ambitious. You
can’t fault him for being young
and certainly can't fault him for
being ambitious.

“I would like to refer to the
Minister” of Education, Mr, Clark
He has performed a very, very
difficult task. I have a high re-
gard for him. In my years in thq
House I have not heard as fine &
report on education as was given
by him this year in both his
speeches.

“He too is young and ambitious,
He has the interest of the De-
partment of Education before him
at all times, He has many prob-
lems but I do believe if you give
him time and not too much time
he will be able to work himself
out of these' problems.”
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