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The reality of relocation

by Marc Macdonald

SPORTS EDITOR

Regardless of who
won this year’s Super

Bowl there were many

obvious losers . These
loser is, of course, were
cites that have lost their
professional sports fran-
chises. The fact that it was
not the Los Angeles Rams
and the Houston Oilers in
Super Bowl XXXIV says
something about the
relocation of teams.

It is not luck that
teams often begin to win
when they are moved to a
new city, but Charles
Darwin’s theories applied
to modern sports owner-
ship. Owners care
enough about the winning
record of their team (or
the amount of money
coming in), that they will
move the team if fans are
not attending games. If
fans don’t come, the team
doesn’t make money. If
the team doesn’t make
money it can’t afford to
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problem has existed for
some time. Most of us
cannot remember whether
the Minnesota Lakers
were any good but most
people can testify to the
winning records of the
Magic Johnson Showtime
era and the current Kobe

and Shaq league leading
Lakers. The Jazz have
also enjoyed many suc-
cessful seasons in Utah
since relocating there. In
baseball there the classic
are examples of the
Dodgers and the Giants ,
moving from East to West
and then winning.
Perhaps the answer
is, as Dave Supleve sports
editor for the Winnipeg
Sun put it, when explain-
ing the loss of the Winni-
peg Jets. Supleve said that
Winnipeg was a second
class city and did not
deserve a first class sports
team. This may be true of
all smaller cities in that
they cannot support (and
therefore do not deserve)
teams from the major
sporting leagues. Or
perhaps it is simply a case
of cities appreciating their
teams because relocation
is only becoming more
popular and if sports fans
are not careful they may
wake up tomorrow morn-
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