1996-97 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS: by J. Dan McAskill &
Ruth Richman

The winter of 1996-97 marked the 97th year that participants have gone to their
portion of a count circle to participate in the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Counts.
For many of us, it has become a yearly tradition that allows us to have one, two, or
three pleasant days out with friends counting birds. The benefit to all North
American’s is often forgotten during the spirit of the occasion. These counts offer
valuable information on the population trends of many species.

This year, 66 participants went to the field and 35 families watched their
feeders. The Montague contingent edged out the Hillsborough counters by one species
with a total of 48 on the count day. Montague counters added another three during
the three day period before and after the count. The PEI National Park count despite
a slow start to the day ended up with a respectable 34 species. 1In total, the three
counts recorded 72 species and a total of 20,596 birds.

The reports by area are provided below.

Observatons Number in Count Area Observations Number in Count Area
Park  Hilsborougt o Total Natonal Park Hilsborough Montague  Total
Northem Gannet 1 1 Cadar 17 17
Double-crested Cormorant 1 ; : Northemn Shrike 1 1
Great Blue Heron 2 1 Eurcpean Staring 382 5702 1050 7134
Canada Geese 21 428 90 939 Pine Warbier 1 1
Matard 2 18 18 Ovenbird 1 1
Black Duck 238 1176 684 2098 House 12 149 173 334
Northem Pintail 1 2 3 Red-winged Blacibird 8 [
Ducks UID 6 6 Common Gracide 1 1
Common Goideneye 48 101 488 €35 Evening Grosbeak 33 2 129 164
Barrow's Goideneye 8 8 Common Redpol 19 19
Okdsquaw 3 3 457 43 Pine Siskin 19 10 29
Eider 40 40 American Goidfinch 2 107 461 591
White-winged Scoter 1 1 1 1
Common 20 57 415 492 Dark-eyed (Northem) Junco 2 12 88 82
Red-breasted 1 3 4 American Tree Sparmow 3 31 34
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 Swamp Sparrow 2 2
Red-tailed Hawk 1 1 Song Sparrow 1 2 3
Rough-egged Hawk 3 1 4 Sparrow spp 1 12 13
Baid Eage 3 6 20 29 Lapiand Longspur 1 1
Northem Harrier 1 1 2 Snow Bunting 80 3 173
Hawk spp 1 1 2 Total Birds 2557 10897 7143 20897
Ruffed Grouse 2 b 2 8 Total Species u 47 48 b
Bob-whits Quail 1 1 Count Period Species 3
G.m:u Gul . 0 2 13 Date: Dec.2196 Dec.28/96 Jan. 497
Icetand Participants: Fi
Great Black-backed Gul 70 331 el 478 Fo::ers 13 :2 ;1 g
Lesser Biack-backed Gul 1 1 Mammais:
Herring Gul 423 953 504 1880 Red Squirrel 2
Ring-biled Gul 15 1 26 Seais 0 2
Bonaparte's Gul 12 N g Waked: Km 202 251 2 773
Gul spp. 8 2 o9 — Hours 10 133 10 333
Rock Dove 69 “3 s b Driven: Km 5196 a2 3356 1178.40
Mourming Dove & ! Hours 29.17 28 3875  419.47
Betted Kingfisher 1 3 4 Earlest Start 805 800
Northem Flcker 5 5 Latest 1545 1700
Hairy Woodpecker 1 7 18 Total Party Hours 38.17 313 4575 11522
Downy Woodpecker 1 12 21 34 Owing Hours 0 0 0
Biack-backed 1 1 Owing Kilometers 0 0 0
Woodpecker spp. 1 5 6 Snow Cover - aver. cm. 0 5
Homed Lark 142 142 Salt Water Bays - % frozen 30 50 100
Eastem Phoebe 1 1 Salt Water - % frozen 0 10 20
Bue Jay 57 a7s 521 953 Fresh Water - % frozen 50 75 100
Common Raven 28 90 70 188 Weather
American Crow 430 548 698 1676 Bright Sunshine (hrs) 3 2
Chickadee 119 2715 338 730 ipitation 02  ftace Furies
Boreal c"d“:“ 18 ‘f 1 3: Cioud % variable varisbie 0-100
White-brea Nuthatch Temperature C. 5.7 46 -4
Red-breasted Nuthatch s 7 12 Wind Speed - aver kmr 147 104 verylow
Brown Creeper 2 2 4 Preval. wind drection west west
American Robin ; . § 32 Max Wind Speed £y 19
Goiden-crowned Kinglet
b 2 Max. Wind Prev. Dir. wsw SSE

A special thanks to Ruth Richman and Gary Schneider who compiled the Montague Counts,
to Ben Hoteling who assisted with the Hillsborough Count, and to Maurice Roy of the
PEI National Park who provided the Dalvay Interpretive Centre and stoked the fire for
the potluck! Thanks also to the many participants, namely:

Lenore Andrews; Graeme & Molly Armstrong; Ron Arvidson; Suzanne Barnes; Gwen Beck;
Eileen Best; Bill Bowerbank; Lenice Brandon; Mary & Fred Bradley; Pat and Cathy Chan;
Donna Collings; Ray Cooke; Rosemary Curley; Wanda Curley; Emery Downing; Liz
Driscoll; Susanne Essensa; Chris & Blair Fraser; Beth and David Grant; Don & Jane
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