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Correspondent of the Now York Observer.
FINLAND AND ITS INHABITANTS.

Importance of this. country.~Climate, soil and
popalation. —Rac» of Finlandors.—Character and

of

The cities of Abo, Helsingfors and Viborg.

The shores ol'leund are now the theatre
of Admiral Na 'soperations. It is proba-
ble that the fate of the war will be deciued
here; for if the Anglo-French fle
by expeditionary troops, succeed in taking
the fortresses -nm-te.r in that part of the
Baltic Sea,the Czar Nicholas will be forced,
spite of his yride, td accept conditions of

dictated by the “}’nnern powers.

also, of which no one spoke a few

g0, suddenly acquired a very

great unpon-ucu, and every one desires to

know more of a ‘country which bears so

prnminent a part in the destinies of the
d world.

Finland is bounded on one side by a
gulfof the same name, and on the nlher by
the gulf of Bothnia. It'is a vast region ;
extending from the 59th to the G5th degree
of north I-mudn The interior is inter-
spersed lakes, marshes, and large
furests which furnish excellent wood for
naval purposes, and enormous blocks of
ite. The climate is very rigoro
o June, and I.mu only

:empernmm is 80 warm, that vegetation
kably rapid progress. There
stunces, where the grain has
been gathered in full maturity at the end
of six weeks from the time when it was
sowit

The provinces of the South-west produce
corn, barley, and rye, and are true barns
of plenty. “The Finland peasants fertilize
their fields, by setting fire to the briars and
forests, They cast t l{xu seed into the ashes;
and from this lnulhud of culture large erops
are obtained. But the government is not
disposed to favor these barbarous wethod
for they sometimes cause great devastations,
Fi flocks, and the
ade, still cunlrlhula to support the
inhabitants. The coasts present good

harbors for merchant vessels; but the use
of them is very i
d

travelling is dove in
s, which farnish an casy and rapid
means of communication.

‘The population of Finland is not known
exactly. Some travellers allow one million
five hundred thousand inhabitants; others
only one The people are healthy,
robust, laborious men; extremely
nunelmd to their native soil, and unwnlhug
to change it for milder climates,

The origin of the Finlanders or Fins is
not Rnown, and has furnished a subject . of
long discusssion to the erudite. ‘They are
called in their own language Souomes, and
| their country-is called Souomemma, which
| means, the region of lakes and marshes.
Greek nullmr- ave them the general and
vague nam Scythians. The Romans
knew them undnr the title of Fenni, and the
historian Tacitus has characterized them
in these terws: *“ The Fins ought to be

numbered among the Germans. “They are
a people singularly barbarous, living in
frightful misery. hcy have ncither arms,

nor horses, nor flocks,
are covered with skins,
ground. Al their resources co
arrows, with bone poiats, which

| for want of iron. Hunting occupies and
| supports the women as well as the men;

| for the former accompuny the latter, and
‘rl.nm a part of the game. In order to
| insure the preservation of their children
rom wild beasts and storms, the mothers
| hide them under the thick branches of trees:
| and here (hn old and young assemble after
the chase.”

Since the time of Tacitus, the Fins have
builded houses, and ure partly civilized
| They are of medium height, their hair is

white, their physiognomy grave, and even
| melancholy. ey are slow in their enter-
| prises, but firm and persevering, when they
bave undertaken them. They patiently
| support great privations, and are indifferent

| to propeity and the comforts of life. Like
| all lgnnrlnlroph they are superstitious,
full of prejudices, and attuch great impor-
tance to the customs of their ancestors.
i lm m until about

h century. Then
(in 1156) a Swedish King, assisted by the

| bishop of Upsal, undertook a kind of crusade
] against them, aud forced them to rece
| buptism. In the sixteenth century, th
llowed the exampl etropolis,
nd adopted, the, Lmhcru conlession, but

mingled with it numerous errors. - They are
aerally moral, upright and hospitable.
g‘»«ry is a favorite art. They have poets
|m|d improvisators who, at a marriage, or
solemn fe , rival each other in

They live on herb
and slecp

Some of their customs are singular. The
marriage season only comes once a ye:

in the autumn, . Until that time, the’ ex,m;
cn:om to
o

ant lover is not authorised

ord-
he yous qlrl is \nchned lo approve
or reject his '3%. vondiog oF
gage of love and all m- nf e cere-
mony arg left in the o iy oflo-- old wo-
man of the village, who has no other occu-
pation than to conduct marringes.
The inhabitants of Finland long belonged
to Sweden. But the Russians from the
time of Peter I invaded one province after
another, and the whole country w
to Russia by the treaty of
The emperor Alexander expressly promised
that the religion fundamental laws, the
rights and privileges of the prlnuplhly
should be respected; and engaged to as-
semble the national Diet regul arly for the
voting of taxes and I 1 legislation. But
these fair promises have not been executed.
The Finlanders are hostile to the R

bishop. 1t has a nnumh.-.. university,
numerous manufuctures and almost 12,000
inhabitants

le fire, and has
al of the co

Helsingfors, the true capi

16,000 souls beside the garri

vernor-general resides there, and the Fin-

fand university has been tra t.

miles from Cron-

tuated about 1.
stadt.  Viborg contains a population of
7000 inhabitants, and is very well fortified;

the Russian government having established
there immense miliary magazines with for-
midable batteries.

Discovezies ix Eover.— Capt. Newen-
ham, an Admiralty agent at Southampton,
England, has returned from Alexandria.
e there he ed the ruins of the
Alézandrian library. A large mound in
Alexandria has been believed for ages to

mark the spot where once stood the famous
library, which was burnt by the Caliph
Omar. This mound is now in process of

removal. Splendid houses are to be built on
the site hile Captain Newenham was
there,an immense stone of blue granite was
dug out, which weighed several tons, and
is covered with apparently Coptic leiters.

The captain was unable to take a tracing of
these letters, but the commander of the Pa-
cha’s yacht, Field Gehaad, now in South-
been furnished with paper and
heelbull,‘ substance used by shoe-makers,
and a capital thing for taking tracings on
paper, and he has engaged when he returns
to Alexandria, to make a tra
characters an the stone, ai

Ber

to, the remains of a building, somethin,
like a star fort, have been discovered,
masses of double columns, also signs
wells of water,
'he bri ork

s and boys
were engaged in carrying away the rub
baskets. It would have heen well,if some

ad
the de»lrncllfm of this mlln: Captain
Newenham picked up many curiosities
there, arfd had them with him at Southam
ton, such as pieces of conglomerated brick,
mortar, and metal work, bearing evident
marks of having been fused logether by in-
tense heat. The Captain learnt in Egypt
that the French savant who discovered the
buried city of Socearah, beyond Grand Cai-
ro, was packing up an immense number of
treasures for transportal to France.
1f the whole number o llers in England
ne hundred millious in the year, then four-
d be killed and 430 injored, according 10
of 1849. In 1883 this proportion was
mereased.  But even if \his increase had
gures would atill show shat
ing is safer than any other, vot even
excepung th 016 Gubiawed methadiol Tossmot
—by the ch peper

Fanws axp Funwens.—Farma occupy
two-thirds of the land of England. The
number of farms is 225,318; the average
size is 111 ncres  Two-thirds of the farms
are under that size, but there are 771 of
above 1000 acres. The large holdings
abound in the south enstern and eastern
countries; the small ll‘-r- in- the north.

’l‘h‘n are 40,650 farmers who e-plo"' Y five
lahourers each; 16,501 have ten or more,
and_employ IG‘CIMP au,m abourers;
107 farmers ha: 60 labourers each,
and together o-ﬂq I7 00,
—_———
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