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Religious group raises concerns 
on Dalhousie campus ) 

HALIFAX (CUP) -- A 
number of students at 
Dalhousie University have 
complained about on-campus 
soliciting by a fringe religious 
group, raising questions about 
what role the university can 
play inregulating faith. 

At least one student has 
complained to the university’ s 
student union, alleging he was 
harassed by someone from a 
branch of the International 
Church of Christ. 

And several other stu- 
dents have complained about 
the same group, saying they 
were uncomfortable with the 
way they were approached, 
says Brian Kellow, executive 
vice-president of Dalhousie’s 
student union. 

“I’ve had about a half a 
dozen students who came to 
me who said they’d been ap- 
proached,” Kellow said. 

One student said he was 
called repeatedly athome. And 

the family of another student 
who was approached called 

portant freedoms on both 
sides,” said Eric McKee, 
Dalhousie’s vice-president of 
student services. “There’s the 

rightto hold and advance views 
and the right to peace and 
quiet and to be left alone.” 

“The campus is an open 
place, but it’s not legally pub- 
lic. The right to advance views 
and ideas is guarded.” 

Kevin Robins, the minis- 
ter for the Halifax-Dartmouth 
branch, says he’s upset by al- 
legations church members 
were harassing students. 

He also says the allega- 
tions are ridiculous because 
forceful recruitment tech- 
niques go against the basic 
beliefs of the church. If mem- 
bers of his congregation are 
using such tactics, Robins 
knows nothing about it, he says. 

“I disagree it [harass- 
ment] happened here at 
Dalhousie,” Robins said. “I find 
it very hard to believe.” 

“Tf it really was harass- 
ment an arrest can be made 

to recruit new members. 
“We've had people com- 

plain that they were ap- 
proached and harassed, and 
eople were calling their 
ome,” said Pam Persaud, of 

York University’s student af- 
fairs office in Toronto. 

“They usually approach 
this time of year, to first year 
students and new Canadians 

who look lost or alone,” she 
said of the group. 

Inresponse to those com- 
plaints, York University used 
an old student harassment 
regulation to try to limit the 
group’s behaviour. 

Applied to solicitation 
practices of the Church of 
Christ, York defined harass- 

ment as continuing contact 
after a student has refused to 
attend a meeting. 

If the person doing the 
soliciting is a student, he or she 
can be asked to stop or pun- 
ished under the regulation. If 
the solicitor isn’t a student, he 
or she can be removed from 
campus. 

UBC to teach alternative therapies 
to medical students 

BY JAMIE WOODS 

VANCOUVER (CUP) -- 
Medical students at the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia 
willsoon be able to learn how 
to treat patients with acu- 
puncture as well as Tylenol. 

Beginning in January, 

the university will become 
the first in Canada to offer its 
medical school students a 

tions about complementary 
medicine and if we turn around 
and say, ‘look this doesn’t ex- 
ist,’ then we are only fooling 
ourselves,” she said. 

An Angus Reid poll con- 
ducted in October 1997 re- 

vealed 7 in 10 Canadians think 
provincial health care plans 
should coveralternative medi- 

“T’malittlesurprised that 
[UBC is] putting the course 
on,” he said. “I think that our 
major concern would be that 
we would always emphasize 
that medicine should be evi- 
dence based, and some alter- 

native therapies are less than 
adequate in a scientific evi- 
dence base.” 
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