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| 'EDINBURGH MECHANICS' LIBRARY—PUBLIC
v ; ENTERTAINMENT.

In September last, the members and friends of
the Edinburgh Mechaniecs’ Subscription Libra-
-1y, ‘'held an éntertainment in the w atquoo
“Rooms, in order that the principles and objects
of this excellent institution might be fally laid
before the public. As Mr. Macaulay, M. P. for
the city, had in the most handsome manner, de-
‘layed his departure to enable him to be present,
and, as it was generally understood that party
"politics would be excluded, the attendance was
“most numerous, (about 700, we believe,) inclu-
ding persons of all shades of political opinion.
“The chair was filled by Mr. Alexander.Murray,
rinter of the Edinburgh Observer, senior mein-
ger of committee, and one of the earliest mem-
. bers of the library.

The Chairman commenced the business ofthe
evening by stating, that as tliis meeting was
‘called for the sole purpose of advancing the in-
terests of the Mechanics’ Library, it could not
be wrong to crave the Divine blessing on their
_efforts, and called on Dr. John Brown to perform
“that sacred duty, which the Doctor accordingly
“did. 'The Chairman then said, that the purpose
~of the meeting was to lay before the public the
nature, objects, and principles of an Institution
which, it was believed, was well calculated to
benefit a large portion of the community of Ed-
_inburgh. ‘[he Institution was formed by thirty
individuals, about fourteen years ago, paying 5s.
each, and now consisted of between 700 to 800
members, and 6000 to 7000 volumes, with an an-
.nual income of upwards of £300. The Chair-
man concluded by asking the company to unite
in dedicating the first bumper to her Majesty, —
*The Queen” (cheers.)

The Right Hon. Mr. Macavray then rose,
“amid loud’ cheers. He said—Ladies and Gen-
tlemen, I have now often had occasion—consi-
dering the shortness of my connexion with this

city, % may say often—had occasion to address
audiences in Edinburgh, but I think I never rose
‘to address any meeting with so much pleasure ;
“for on former occasions I addressed persons who
were assembled to discuss topics which it was
scarcely possible to discuss without some una-
voidable mixture of bitterness of feeling—topics
on which honest men necessarily differ—topics
on which the most amiable men, when they do
differ, will sometimes show signs of irritation
and acrimony. Happily, in addressing this
large and respectable audience, 1 have no such
feeling. -We are now, I feel, sianding on neu-
tral ground. It is with the most sincere plea-
sure that I-have heard that persons of all shades
‘of political opinion belong to this most useful
‘and valuable association, in whose prosperity all
.who are assembled here take an interest ; and
from my own knowledge I can say that many
excellent and honourable men who are strongly
opposed to me politically, look with pleasure on
this institution, as one which tends to promote
useful instruction and innocent enjoyment in an
‘eminent degree (cheers.) There are certainly—
and I do not know that they are confined to any
one political party—there are certainly men
“.whose intentions may be upright, but whose
minds I cannot but consider as narrow, who
look with jealousy and aversion on any scheme
of this description ; and their argument—if it
deserves the name—is generally this :—They
profess to admit the value of knowledge, for no
person pretending to rationality would dispute a
point so clear ; but they say that knowledge—if
a man possess the time and opportunity for acqui-
ring profound knowledge—is certainly a most
valuable thing ; but if men are placed in such a
situation of life that in all probability they will
only be able to obtain. a smattering of know-
ledge—if the information they acquire be almost
necessarily superficial—if most of their hours are
necessarily employed in labour—if what they
can spare for the acquisition of information is
but a small pittance of time—the probability is
that they will acquire knowledge of that sort
which is worse than ignorance ; and those who
indulge in this sort of language generally sum
up their reasoning, if it deserves the name, with
a line of Pope’s, writien certainly with a very
different view—
¢ Aclittle learning is a dangerous thing.”
Now, I must undoubtedly admit that it is in a
high degree improbable that the majority of those
who belong to this useful institution will be able
to spare sufficient time from their necessary avo-
cations, to become deeply informed with respect
to many matters of literature and science. Yet,
at the same time, I can no more admit that this
is areason for excluding them from the many
enjoyments and advantages of literature and sci-
ence, than I can admit that because a man is
short-sighted he should put out his eyes, or be-
cause a man has not a ready utterance he should
wish himself deaf and dumb (laughter and
cheers.) If, indeed, we consider the weight and
the force of this argument against “ a smattering
of science” and *“a little knowledge,” we shall
find that it not only tends to the most pernicious
consequences, but is most absurd in itself. For
what do we understand when we speak of «a
little knowledge,” and of ‘¢ a smattering of sci-
ence ;” and what standard shall we apply? If
we look at all possible, known truth—at the
whole vast mass of physical and of moral sci-
ence, then, I say, that we all know little, and
that" all of us are mere smatterers (loud cheers.)
Suppose a man educated in the best schools of
learning that exist ; suppose his. life lengthened
1o more than the ordinary term of longevity ;
suppose that to the last day of his hife he retains
his faculties unimpaired ; suppose him placed in
so happy a situation that he is able to devote the
whole of his waking hours to literature, science,
and art ; suppose he spends his life in study, in
libraries, amidst experiments, in galleries of art,
in foreign travel, and in conversation with the
most learned and accomplished men ; still what
is all that such a man can know when compared

|} witht the ?m‘assnf all that'may be known:in the

world—when compared ' with the-l;xxowledgépj :
all the great laws with which it has pleasgdvvi‘ih
to regulate the creation—when compare ;:ichb-
the complete knowledge of all ,t_hose laV_VS wi 3
regulate the constitation of society and the mg'
al natare of man? (great cheering.)  In this
sense, indeed, all that any of us can know is a.
mere smattering—a mere pittance of knowledge ;
and that any man should attempt to shut out
from the fountain of knowledge all ‘who cannot
quaff deeply of the spring, while his own know-
ledge is but as one drop of water in the b_g,cket,
and one grain of sand on the shore—that any
man should pretend to say to his fellow creatures,
«] know much; I am deeply read ; but you,
you can only be smatterers; and therefore 1
shall withhold from you the advantages of know-
ledge”—that has ‘always seemed to me to bQ ab-
surd and ignorant presamption (cheers:.) But
if, on the other hand, we appeal to the standard
—not of what can be known, nor what men
might posssibly have known—but of what men,
and great men, and eminent. men, actually have
known, then we shall see still more clearly h.ow
absurd these arguments are ; for most happily,
such is the progress of mankind, of society, of
experimental science, and such the accumulation
of information, that a man with but smz}ll ex-
pense of time, and few opportunities, _may in our
age learn far more than any man w1Ath the'best
appliances and amplest leisure could in a‘dlﬂ'er-
ent age. Would it not be thought the height of
absurdity if it were maintained that it would have
been well had Euclid known nothing. of mathe-
matics, because he was' but a smatterer ; and yet
is it not certain that a man with but small.lel-
sure, and with a moderate degree of application,
may in our age know more in a few years than
Euclid ever knew? Would it not be thought the
height of absurdity for any man to say that it
would have been a good thing if Alfred the Great
had not been able to read, because, after all, he
had only a smattering of knowledge ; he knew
very little of geography—very little of history—
very little of any science—he was but a mere
smatterer, poor King Alfred the Great! (great
laughter and cheers.) ‘And yet he knew quite
enough to accomplish a great revolution in the
state of this island, a revolution, the beneficial
effects of which we feel to the present day. ‘And
is it not notorious, that by the help of this library,
accumulated by the independent and honourable
exertions of the labouring men of Edinburgh,
any man may, by the application of a few hours
in the week, gain more knowledge of history,
more knowledge of the state of other
countries, more acquaintance with science, than
it was possible for Alfred the Great to acquire in
the whole course of his life (loud cheers.) I
therefore say with confidence, that it seems to me
the height of absurdity to withhold from any class
of men the advantages of that which can be
shown to be good and useful knowledge, because
from unfortunate circumstances they are not able
to devote any very large portion of leisure to its
cultivation.  There are many other topics on
which I should feel great pleasure in addressing
you ; but already so many men of eminence, of
great eloquence and enlargement of mind, have
so fully explained to the people of this country
the immense advantages arising from intellectual
cultivation, and the spread of education among
all ranks of the people, that it is scarcely neces-
sary for me to repeat what must be so familiar to
you all. I do most firmly believe—and I am on-
ly going to say what every intelligent Conserva-
tive and Reformer in this country may say with
equal sincerity—that the spread of intellectual
cultivation among the people does tend to useful
Conservation as well as to useful Reform. I do
believe that it tends to the removal of abuses and
by the mildest remedies, and at the same time to
preserve all that is truly valuable in Government
(cheers.) I do believe that the spread of intel-
lectual education tends to diffuse in indissoluble
conjunction the love of liberty and the love of or-
der. And even if I did not think thus highly of
the advantages to be derived from the intellectu-
al cultivation of the people, I must say that I
should look with no common interest and delight
on institutions like this; for let me pat its ad-
vantages at the very lowest point. How much
innocent delight have these 7000 volumes afford-
ed, how many houyrs rescued from listlessness and
idleness, some perhaps from intemperance and
vice, have been happily employed over them?
And is the quantity of enjoyment in this world,
and, above all, the quantity of enjoyment among
the labouring classes, such that we ought to
grudge them this? How many painful anxieties,
how many distressing circumstances have been
forgotten by them in poring over the’ pages of
these works? (loud cheers.) T feel this more
strongly perhaps than others may, arising from
some peculiarities in my own mind ; for I can
say that, as far back as I can remember, books
have been to me dear friends—they have been
my comforters in grief, and my companions in
solitude—in poverty they have more than suppli-
ed to me the place of riches—in exile they have
consoled me for the want of my country—in the
midst of much that was vexatious and distressing
in political life, in the midst sometimes of calum-
ny and mvect'ive, they have contributed, I hope,
to keep my mind serene and unclouded (cheers.)
There is, I may truly say, no wealth—there is no
power—there is no rank which I would accept in
exchange for the pleasure I have derived from my
books, for the privilege of conversing with the
greatest minds of all past ages, for the privilege
of searching after the true, of contemplating the
beautl'ful, for the privilege of living with the dis-
tant, in the unreal, in the fature, in the past.
There are many that hear me who know what it
1s to enjoy such pleasures. They, I am sure,
will not grudge this enjoyment to those who are
now labouring by hopourable, independent, and
gallant efforts to obtain those pleasures for them-
selves. ~ For myself, having owed so much as I

that enjoyment which

do +to -the soothing dnﬂhgnlbe:ts_’ ‘.01;;33?
should be xnexcusable‘wlve;;ve ;sbg;;a ighly reli s{ie d
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myself.  He concluded by proposing - tljmrsz‘)a“
_chanmiés’ Library’”’«(great chee
ty to the)Mechan ' d thanks.
" Mr. SKENE, the Secre?ry,téslﬂ;;l?the s
He said—I ' have: been  depu h'éh e
bearers to follow out the remarks }:Ystl b
chairman has already made on the history
is Li . and especially to state
| progress of this. Library; an g
the  principles on which our p -ded in
icmar e (;ursglvgs hi‘v:d b?:es[::le%:ltlilgg our
-conducting our Institution, acheea?
ks. 1t cannot be said that we have jo
2 t parties who:have
with either of the, two. great Ppartif ;

p itate nity on the subject
recently agitated the‘clommu y T pRECIAN
of educating the common people. e ow dhen

titude for their professions of kindness
alt, &ct i 1d not be expected that
towards us ;. but as 1t cou o
hould wait till. they had fought out their
:N:a:rel we have done what we coulgi to put an
gnd to {he strife, and .to induce the dlsputan’t,s l:o
« sheath their swords for lack of argument, by
proceeding in our own way and of (I’u"do.“’"
means to educate ourselves .(cheers). n doing
so we have shown no partiality for one »systeml
over another. All classes of politics, and al
shades of political opinions, have found favour in
our eyes. Our aim has been, to cu]t;::te
amongst ourselves, and to diffuse amongst others,
a catholic taste for works of genius, wherever
they may be found, and on whatever subject
they might be written. We haye been anxious
to concentrate as in one focus tho.se scatten:ed
rays of genius, of wisdom, and of virtue, which
have made the language of the British people
majestic as their story, undying as their renown
(loud cheers). We have felt a pride in_the
reflection, that by means of this institution we,
the working men of Edinburgh, were placed on
an intellectual level with the great and the
wealthy ; and that on whatever subject a man
might wish to employ hisleisure hours, he might
here find “ample room and verge enough” to
indulge his most “extended researches. It is
oratifying ‘to think that these objects of ours
have nearly ceased to be regarded: with sus-
picion by any section of the commnnity. All
parties are now agreed—though it may be on
different grounds, and with varying degrees of
confidence, in the application to our case of the
inspired maxim, ‘‘T'hat the soul be without
knowledge it is not good”” (hear). Buat we did
not ask for this universal consent as the sanction
to our proceedings, nor did we wait till it had
been obtained. We were secured by the very
lowliness of our position—we were secured
from discerning those dangers which other
minds, perhaps because placed in more elevated
stations, appeared to descry in the universal
diffusion of knowledge—the tree was within our
reach—its fruits looked fair and tempting—and
we knew of no statute which barred our ap-
proach (cheers). The highway of life was to
us so stony and rugged, that we needed little
temptation to make occasional incursions into
the flowery and enchanting fields of poetry and
fiction; our daily avocations supplied us with
continual incitements to inquire into those prin-
ciples of science, with the stupendous results of
which, in their application to the arts of life,
habit had already made us familiar; and the
very inconveniences of our lot filled us with
an anxious desire to know in what position
we stood as compared with the inhabitants. of
other lands. Besides all this, we felt, in the
words of the noble lyric which has just been
repeated by my friend, so full at once of poetry
and of masculine common sense (cheers), that
all mankind are but a world of brothers; and
we owed it to our brethren more favoured of
fortune to show, that in the lowliness of our lot
we had not forgotten the dignity of our com-
mon family; nor had we, in the condition of the
labourer, sunk the man (loud cheers). We felt,
too, that this state of existence was not intended
for the full developement of our aspirations; that
here
. % Our arm was hampered,
And had not room enough to do its work e

and therefore we gladly availed ourselves of those
works which spoke of another scene, where all
the conventional distinctions of this life shrivel
up and disappear—where virtue is the sole no-
bility—and where the perfecting of their intellec-
tual and moral nature is the sole and delightful
employment of the blessed inhabitants. "These
were the principles which have guided usin the
selection of our books, and by these principles
we trust still to abide. We  believe that the
universal diffusion of knowledge is identified
with the best interests, not of ourselves only
bat of'the whole race. We have no fears for
any accidentgl mischief of which it may be pro-
ductive.. Some people, indeed, affect an alarm
lest the spread of education should by possibility
prove 1njurious to our venerable, and venerated
and time-honoured institutions. I Lknow not
how that may be—T am not here to argue the
question; but I counton the consent of every
person present to this principle, that whatever
cannot keep its feet before the advance of
knowledge', does not deserve to have much care
taken for its stability (loud and repeated cheer-
ng). Knowledge is truth; and whatever can
be “overthrown by truth must be allied with
error; for the nature of truth possesses. this
quality, that its weapons cannot be wielded
against itself. 1In proportion, therefore. to our
confidence in the excellence of our instit,utions
ought we to aid in the advancement of truth,
that the progress- of light and knowledge ~m-a):
the more ‘test and demonstrate their stability
Even to those who anticipate - revolation and
change as the consequence of extended educa-
tion, I would submit that the subject is not s
full of evil as at first view they may be dis i
to apprehend. I o T e
pprebend. It may be true that knowledge
::;H gzdprcée chtapge; it is certain that ignorance
: prevent it. | ‘are nec
! P v If changes are necessary,

;‘:ﬁgj :he' people; butit depends altogether - upon * the

hey-will comé, ‘fwhatever mayo be | the- state of
—ovious - spread ‘of education—religious ‘and
g;:;ﬁ?, aml;rng them, whether that shall
be accomplished X by peaceful ~Ol”:bth ,
means; -whether 1n the process of 4:“."”“‘ E
all existing - institutions shall be attacked ‘with
blind - and 'indiscriminate rage, or whether ‘the
zeal of the reformer shall be tempered with'the |

:on of the philosopher and the charity'e 1
%at‘:rti::?az. Ar? : ignorapt.pet_)ple,xmﬁrm ;
madness, will make no distinction between g

1 d those only accidentall £

substantially an

the same people; educated and enlightened; 'wil]
understand too well the micety u’;d';mm‘ oy of
political mechanism, rashly vto,_pull it in p 2ces ;.
they will Dbear with many things which  they
consider evils, rather than risk a vremedy'd
may prove ‘worse than the disease; and 'if
an - institution should be condemned w e
unanimous voice of an indlgnnnt' pe?pb,ah sen-
tence will:be carried into execution in the spirit,

. i

)
and with the feelings of ' the noble language ‘¢
Brutus to the conspirators— urg

« Gentle friends, v B9

Let’s kill him bolély but not wrathfully,

Let’s carve him as a dish meet for the

Not hew him as a carcass fit for hounds.™ (ch
But, however these things may, be with
we are not careful to answer in the'n?qtm,
at least are guiltless of any far-reaching. s
to bring about change or revolution ; we
engaged in the construction of no mine
we may hereafier spring against existing
Our warfare is only with ignorance:
our aim is, by occasional draughts at :
springs of immortal truth, to arm ourselves.
fresh nerve ' to encounter the toils and ine
niences of life, and so to become wiser, b
and bappier men. It is upon these prinei
that we have acted ourselves; it is upon
principles that we wish others to act. ' We
regard the multiplication of institutions like ours

as powerful auxiliaries to the spread of pure as
undefiled religion—we hail them as eon fo
good—as streaks of light in the moral horizen
ushering in the dawn of that day, whese glories
have been sung in the strains of more than mor-
tal music, when ¢ wisdom and knowledg
be the stability of the times.” (loud cheers.) =
Mr. . James. BanraxTine then repea :
following ¢ Ode to Knowledge,” composec

the Mechanics’ Library Festival :— ;

&

When Art and Science both were young,
And man’s great teacher was the tongue—
When books, tho’ wrote, were seldom read,
And Thought, though born, lay mouldering
When Error, nursed by Ignerance,
Usurp’d the place of common sense—
Dark was the night in which man lay,
Till knowledge lit his mental day.

Of yore the bhard-brow’d artisan

Had nought but might to mark him man—
And Labour sobbed and sighed in vain
A short respite from toil to gain—

For lordly power and feudal might

Were shrouded close in darkest night,
And shrunk affrighted from the ray—
The morning star of mental day.
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But now mind’s glorious mid-day sun
Hath cleared the air from clouds so dun—
And high amd the deep blue sky
An angel’s sun-bright form we spy,
Who scatters wreaths of blooming flowers
All reared in heaven’s ethereal bowers—
All'taking root amid earth’s clay,
Narsed by the light of mental day.

And, pregnant now with light and truth,
Youth teaches age, age leans on youth—
Aupd many an humble group is seen
B{ cottage hearth, or village green,

With sparkling eyes, and joyous looks
All pouring eager o’er their books—
While curley locks and haffets grey
Glist in the light of mental day.

And labour hath his hour of rest,

While useful knowledge fills his breast.—
He walks the earth with manly tread
With feeling heart and thinking head,

Invents great works for public weal,— 5

And wealth and power reward his zeal -
He stands apart from noisy fray, 3
For knowledge lights his mental day.

And Beauty, with her sparkling eyes
Brighter than stars that gem the skies,
Radiant with love and truth combined
Pays homage to superior mind,— !
And now the gladdened soul m:«;y see
Labour repose on Beauty’s knee,
His brow begirt with laurelled ba
Green with the bloom of mental da;'. .

Thus Knowledge.equalizes all
_ Humbles the great, %xa‘lts the s’mnll,—
One good heart opes a thousand others,
And men become a world of brotherg—.
Reason grows strong, and feeling fond
Binding us in one common bond.—
And Pride and Folly fiy away
Far from the light oiymentnl day. i
O Kunowledge ! thou whose magi : |
Hath raised to })ower my nati::agll':n‘;a'm1
Extend thy blessings all around - .
i ‘_th;re’er the human race is found,
Till misery from the world departs,” ' = -
And loving-kindness rules all hearts ;
So shall all nations blesg thy sway,
And Heaven lightup thy mental day!
e —— ‘ 3
A surgeon at Lincoln having lately been mucha
annoyed by mischievous boys ringing his door belid
and thundering at the knocker, hit upon: a-capi--
tal expedient for detecting the runaway- pligues: -
getting his electrical ‘apparatus ' into order; he..
charged the Leyden jar’ rathier powerfully, and
communicated it with the bell-wire. Scarcely ;
had he done so when ‘the. bell rang, and on.
opening the door a juvenile delinquent was found '
prostrated all his length by the shoek, and calling -
out lustily. . The young rogue was nearly frigh- .
:enpd ozt of his senses; and,after .a sound lec..
[rng, he was. permitted to depart without fur- |
ther panishment. - PArE MSthemh g
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