FACE Or CAPITAL RAPIDLY GHANGING

Island enjoys record construction

The machine-gun rattle of electric drill
the monotonous thump, thump, thump otr:.h:e ;;‘lg
driver echo through‘ the city streets currently as
Charlottetown, and in fact the entire Island, prov-
;:;::o ;-;‘en]oymg the greatest boom in building in
At least four projects valued at well
s1,oo_o,opq each are now well underway andeanu(;z::
;nq:g{-mﬂltx:nh dollar structure, the new provincial
uilding ouse government offi i
get underway in the fall, o Chaialediis
With the beginning of this latest struct:
total value of construction for stmctur; r::agtl:é
{;ﬁdl;;ear gnd t:t)r_ltimlx;g8 this year as well as for
s Dbegun in will
$16,000,000 mark. o el st the
Total over-all Island construction which in-
eludes new houses, wharf and harbor projects,
will ultimately reach some $30,000,000.

The biggest single structure of them all is
the $5,000,000 shrine commemorating the meeting
of the Fathers of Confederation in Charlottetown.

lhe memorial building rising in the heart of
the city’s business district set off a flurry of reno-
vations as busine: began to improve the in-
terior and exteriors of their stores to keep step
with the new look that will be given the downtown
area when the great building is completed.

Among business offices which made rapid eye-
catching improvements were Holman’s of P. E. T3
Maritime Electric, F. W. Woolworth at a cost of
some $100,000; Reddin Bros. Drug Store, Canadian
National Telegraph.

_ At the same time a new Bank of Montreal is
rising on Grafton Street directly across from the
building and extensions are planned on the Bank of
Nova Scotia.

Other major projects within the city’s limits
are the one and a half million dollar department of
transport wharf rapidly taking shape at the foot of
Queen Street; the St. Dynstan’s Basilica Parish
Center which is almost corfipleted; and a home for
the Charlottetown Legion branch ($225,000).

ORK WELL UNDERWAY

On the outskirts of the city work is well under-
way on the new Vocational Institute building off
Malpeque Road (8$1,500,000) and the Motherhouse
for the Sisters of Martha on Mount St. Mary’s
($1,500,000) ; while the $400,000 new library at St.
Dunstan’s University has been completed.

A start has been made on the new Church of
the Most Holy Redeemer on Upper Queen Street
and construction is expected to start shortly on a
government cold storage plant in Sherwood; a new
supermarket in Sherwood; and a shopping center in

Parkdale.

| Homes in Canada is scheduled to

Legion home
set to open
Rugust 16

One of the finest Legion

be officially opened August 16
by the National President of the
Royal Canadian Legion, Judge
C.C. Sparling. It is the Charlotte-
town Branch building on Pownal
Street flanked by Richmond and
Grafton Streets.

Wheels for construction of the
project were set in motion at a
mass meeting of members on
February 22, 1962. A little over
a month later a site was selected

LEGIONAIRES’ NEW

HOME COMPARES WITH NATION’S BE!

and work began almost imme-

tely,
The $225,000 structure is of full | 9
steel frame and brick construc- | i
tion with concrete floors. It rises |
three storeys containing 34|
£

Tooms, ranging from medium
large, and numerous other stor- _

age and closet areas. Second Section
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Four concrete bush
pillars, supporting a triangular | Korean conflict. On the south
mark the entrance. | wall crests of the three services,
Double doors, south anl north, | Navy. Army and Air Force are |
provide easy access, and also | Jinked to that of the Royal Can-
allow for privacy for any special | adian Legion.
event that might be staged. The | The ground floor features a
glass block front gives an air of | Jounge and rooms for television |
color and light. viewers. There is a large games
TWO-LEVEL FOYER room and a number of card
The foyer is on two levels and | T00ms. Boiler and storage facili-
of terrazzo floor construction. A |ties are also located on this
memorial railing and table can |level.
be viewed from the lower level| The main floor contains the
and from the upper level a |administrative offices of the
Book of Remembrance 15 open to

| the Ladies' Auxiliary with

‘Dream’ becomes
reality for parish
council members

A dream nearing realization beginning in June 1962, and is

Branch, also a meeting room {0t | oday is the Basilica Y outh|scheduled for completion on
Centre on Richmond street in|yyy 31,

S

HUGE PROJECT RUNNING RHEAD OF SCHEDULE

SO million shrine rises in city

Canadas first memorial to
those who founded the nation,
the $5,000,000 Fathers of Con-
federation Memorial Buildin g,
situated in the heart of Char-
Tottetown, is progressing on sche-
dule and portions of the build-
ing complex, particularly the
theatre, will be ready for use

by May.

Pigott Construction Company
of Toronto and Montreal is the
contracting firm for the project
and local building superinten-
dent is R. M. Rickard.

Mr. Rickard said last week
“we are slightly ahead of sche-

le.”

Close to 300 men are em-
ployed on the project and most
of these are carpenters. Mr. Ri-
ckard said a large number of
carpenters is needed as most
of the work at this stage calls
for this type of tradesmen.

Soon, stone masons and_ brick

layers will be needed. The stone
will be brownish - grey sand-
stone from Wallace, N.S., simi-
lar to that in the Province Buil-
ding, which itself will be renovat-
ed to match the exterior of the
whole building complex.

Each day now the building
can be seen rising higher and
higher in its walled-off space in
the old Market Square.
NATIONAL IN SCOPE

Commenting on the project,
Dr. Frank MacKinnon, president
of the memorial foundation, said
“‘the project is truly national in
s

ope.

“Undertaken by foundation
directors who are a group of
private citizens from different
parts of Canada, the project is
being financed by the federal
and provincial governments and
by private sources.

“After months of planning,

the foundation sponsored a na-
tionwide architectural competi-
tion, paid for by a grant by the
Canada Council. Architects from
coast to coast entered and the
competition was won by the
Montreal firm of Affleck, Des-
barats, Dimakopoulos, Leben-
sold and Sise.

“Awards to the winning firm
were presented at a dinner in
Ottawa in January, 1962, by
Governor General Vanier, pat-
ron of the foundation. The ad-
dress for the occasion was giv-
en by the then prime minister,
Hon. John Diefenbaker.

“Blueprints were completed
and the job was put out to pub-
lic tender. Award winning con-
tractors were the Pigott Con-
struction Company.

“First sod for the building
was turned last February by
Premier Robert Stanfield of
Nova Scotia, host of this year's

MEMORIAL BUILDING “TRULY NATIONAL IN SCOP E” SAYS FOUNDATION’'S CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

annual conference of Canadian
premiers. Address for the oc:
casion was delivered by Que-
bec Premier John Lesage.

PEARSON ACCEPTS

Dr. MacKinnon announced
recently that Prime Minister
Pearson has accepted the invi-
tation of the foundation- to lay
the building cornerstone, “This
will be next month or in Sep-
tember,” he said, “depending
on Mr. Pearson’s schedule.”” D
MacKinnon said it is hoped that
Queen Elizabeth will open the
building in September of 1964.”

According to Dr. MacKinnon,
“with the opening of the mew
building, many cultural bene-
fits for the people of the pro-
vinee will follow.

“The facilities will not only be
most attractive to the thousands

&

- | come, but will also be of enor-

inspection.
The railing is a memorial 1o
ur wars, South African, World

Here too, are lounges and a bil-
Wars One and Two, and the' liard parlor.

| Charlottetown. Fully equipped the project is
| The $750,000 structure had its |expected to cost another $50,«

f

matic and musical groups that

mous’ educational value to the
young people growing up in
this province.

“They will have the oppor-
tunities of seeing the best plays
available, operas and musical
presentations, also paintings, art
objects and artifacts connected
with the history of the province
and Canada. It is hoped that
the library will contain not only
the general offerings of a library
but a first class selection of Ca-
nadiana in history and public at-
fairs.
“An effort is being made to
secure books, paintings and ar-
ticles of historical value. It is
planned to have the interior de-
cor and furnishings representa-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

000 for an $800,000 total.
| The three storey bullding is of
| brick, concrete block and steel
construction. An jmpressive en-
| trance gives an interesting split-
|tevel appearance.

One of the features of this at-
| tractive youth centre is tie 60
|x 104 foot gymnasium - auditor-
fum which will provide muliple
uses for entertainment, relaxa-
tion and sports engagements.
There is also a large stage 20 %

Among other conveniences are
a cafeteria, adult and teen-age
lounges, Scout and Guide rooms
and games rooms for darts,
ping-pong etc. Youth appeal is
further emphasized with a spa-
cious library and canteen facili-

’BUS[NESS ATMOSPHERE
The building also provides a
business atmosphere in its nu-
merous committee rooms and &
banquet hall adequately served
a fully equipped kitchen. A
suite of offices will house a cre-
dit union and one end will be
given over entirely for the use
of the Knights of Columbus as
| their “home’.
| No specific date has been set
as yet for the official opening
but it is expected that it will
take place early in September.

of visitors from all parts of Ca-
nada and to the casts of dra-

ST. DUNSTAN'S PARISH CENTER BRIGHTENS DOWNTOWN AREA OF CH'TOWN



